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Page 1In His service, Pastor Bruce 

“O magnify the Lord with me, 
    and let us exalt his name together!” 

As you know by now, Mountain View Presbyterian Church and Scottsdale Presbyterian 
Church are exploring if joining energies and resources will enable us to share Jesus more
effectively with our neighbors. Could we be together a flourishing Christian community, making new disciples, planting 
new churches, and having a deep impact on the Scottsdale community? If so, what would that look like?

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19

Psalm 34:3

A town hall meeting to discuss our possible merger will happen on 
Tuesday Feb 2nd at 6:30 PM. The meeting will be streamed live online, 
and we will provide an opportunity for Q and A in real time. If  you 
would like to send me your questions ahead of time, please do so. 
Prior to that meeting, Pastor Steve and I thought it would be helpful to 
begin the conversation with some answers to commonly asked questions 
that we are currently hearing. You may have seen this before, but I 
though it important enough to share with you again.
What is the goal? The purpose of merging Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Mountain View Presbyterian Church 
would be to join our energies and resources to more effectively share Jesus with our neighbors. Together, we would be a 
new church pursuing a new vision.

What is the new vision? Scottsdale transformed by a new, flourishing Christian community of faith, hope and love.

Have we already decided? No. A decision to merge has not yet been made. Instead, a robust plan is being developed for 
the sessions of each church to consider. We want to know if a merger would be the best way for our two congregations to 
flourish and to make disciples of Jesus Christ. A progress report on that plan will be the subject of a joint online town hall 
mentioned above.

Who makes the decision? Presbyterian churches elect pastors and elders who, together, govern each church as a session; 
this is the Presbyterian way. The merger plan will be presented to each session. If both sessions approve the plan, they 
would recommend that same plan to each congregation for approval.  

Is there a timeline? Three teams composed of people from each church (a Vision Team, a Logistics Team, and a Prayer 
Team) are working to have an initial joint worship service on Easter Sunday (April 4, 2021). Certain technical aspects of 
coming together could take a bit longer to finalize.

Will the plan involve the newly merged church taking on new debt? No. 

Is this plan for the purpose of selling off one church campus or the other? No.

Is this plan for the purpose of reducing the size of church staff? No, that would likely increase slightly. 

Would any of our pastors leave due to a merger? No.

Would everything else remain the same? No. We want to prayerfully enter into a season of seeking the Spirit’s leading. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for us to respond and change in order to reach our community with 
the good news of Jesus Christ. We want to collectively listen to our Lord’s call, follow him and reach out to our 
neighbors in love.



A e from Carol Petersen, SPC Director of music,

In February you and I can’t seem to get enough of Valentine Love! I love to see all the heart 
candy in the stores coming in the huge variety of flavors. There seems to be  a “heart hole” 
within us that needs a level of affection that Valentine’s Day seems to offer, whether or not 
we have a living and/or loving sweetheart!  Of course the argument can be made that 
Valentine’s Day is just a commercial, fluffy and fleeting kind of love.  This incurable 
romantic doesn’t necessarily agree!  The potential of Valentine’s Day is to bring out the very 
best in each of us.  Do we need a reminder every February 14?  Maybe so!

That being said, I’d like to share this beautiful Valentine’s Day hymn with you.  I know you 
will be able to sing it with whatever hymn tune you grew up with!  

“Love Divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down;
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.”

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit, let us find that promised rest.
Take away our bent to sinning, Alpha and Omega be,
End of faith, as its beginning, set our heart at liberty.”

My Dad was a whistler!  There were 2 songs he would often whistle while driving the family
in our dark green Plymouth.  When I wake up in the morning with either of these 2 melodies 
in my head, I am transported to those childhood memories with my father.  I have no clue 
what the text of either of these melodies is.  I wish I did.  Recently I put the 2 melodies into 
my music software so I will never forget them.  I think they may be Danish hymns as I grew 
up singing out of a Danish Lutheran hymnal.

I don’t know the words but I’m very sure they are love songs about Jesus.  They always 
take me back to loving thoughts of family and of Jesus.  May you enjoy a loving Valentine’s 
Day worship on February 14.  You can be sure if I was part of the plan, we would be singing 
“Love Divine, all loves excelling.”   Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Online Sunday Worship at 9:00 AM
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Winter Sermon Series ROMANS 8: Paul’s Greatest Chapter
Lent Sermon Series To Know Jesus: Studies in Luke’s Gospel

Feb 7th      Title: Christ Reigns in Power for Us
Scripture: Romans 8:31-39
Preacher: Pastor Steve  

Feb 14th  Title: Looking toward God’s Future. 
Preacher: Pastor Bruce and Pastor Steve 

Feb 21st      Title: Known Through Scripture
Scripture: Luke 4:1-13 
Preacher: Pastor Steve

Feb 28th  Title: Known Through Mission
Scripture: Luke 5:4-25 
Preacher: Pastor Steve

________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday Night Online Bible Study – 6:00 PM

Feb 3rd Recommitment and Resolution - Ezra 5-6
Pastor Steve

Feb 10th  Regathering - Ezra 7-8
Pastor Bruce

Feb 17th The Invitation - John 1: 35-39
Pastor Steve

Feb 24th The Call - Luke 5: 1-11
Pastor Lyn



……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Joe Biden, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor David Ortega.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Eric Palumbo, Liz Hill and Jim Myers.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard and Jeffrey Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom. Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy 
Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

_______________________________________________________________________

Prayer Team

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19

Our Prayer Team consists of people who would be happy to pray for 
you, your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may 
have. Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to 
have your requests added. 



FROM THE MOUNTAIN VIEW/SCOTTSDALE PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER TEAM
January 23, 2021

Mountain View members Bob Crevelli Jr and Ann Von Hoff, together with SPC members Teresa 
Wilbur and myself, Carol Petersen, make up the Prayer Team for the possible merger of 
Mountain View and Scottsdale Presbyterian.  We began praying together for 1 hour on Friday 
mornings 3 weeks ago on Zoom.  We share scriptures with each other as we open as well as 
specific prayer concerns.  

At the beginning of our prayer time yesterday, Bob suggested that we praise and thank God for 
an extended time before we begin our prayer requests.  We agreed to do this very intentionally. 
As a confirmation, I shared a spiritual dream the Lord laid in my heart several months ago as 
follows:  “In my dream I was driving, together with other vehicles, in the direction of Phoenix from 
the west on a highway like the I-10.  As we drove along, we came to a wall that was erected 
across the path of the highway that had no end on all sides or on top.  In other words, we were 
forced to either stop or turn around.  There was no possible forward motion.”  

“I shared this dream with 2 friends who i pray with regularly with the request that the Lord would 
reveal the meaning of the dream.  I knew it wasn’t an ordinary dream.  A few days later, as I 
prayed in my morning devotions, the Lord began to reveal to me the meaning of the dream.  It 
was simple.  The word PRAISE came into my spirit. When I began to praise God, I sensed the 
wall becoming transparent! “  

When I shared this dream yesterday, once again the Lord confirmed the importance of praising 
Him.  The Psalms say “Enter into His presence with Thanksgiving and His courts with Praise.”  It 
is a clear instruction for our prayer times.

So yesterday we praised God for an extended period of time, trying to resist the temptation to 
start asking!  Not easy to do.  At some point we felt the Lord shifting us from praises to requests. 
I noticed  that our requests were more filled with “praiseful” expectation and we as a Team, 
experienced blessed moments of unity of the Spirit.   

I’m sharing this with you as a testimony of God’s will and grace.  Teresa and I have never met 
Bob and Ann in person but our spirits have already become knit together through praising God.
Walls of division are coming down between us.  

So from the MV/SC Prayer Team, if you have any obstructions in your life that need to come 
down, try praising God!  How long you ask?  Praise until the wall begins to become transparent!
In my personal experience, sometimes it is quick, sometimes it is repetitive, sometimes it just 
moves temporarily, but keep praising God!  The atmosphere around you will change!



The Shower Trailer is Fully Operational

Thanks to expertise of Jim and Jed Maney, the shower trailer is now fully operational. 
The next step is training volunteers to operate it, helping our neighbors who are 
experiencing homelessness. 
The trailer is currently parked 
First Southern Baptist Church
Scottsdale. The New Faces
Day Relief Center operates
there on Thursdays from 
11:00 AM to 7:00 PM, and at
Scottsdale Presbyterian 
Church on Mondays, from 
11:00 AM to 7:00 PM.

The New Faces Partnership is 
a coalition of public, private, non-profit and faith groups in the City of Scottdale who 
have come together to assist the growing number of city residents and homeless 
who have been affected by the recent economic downturn. For the last ten years, 
Pastor Bruce has served as the convener of The New Faces Partnership. The Day 
Relief Center is staffed by Behavior Health professionals. Additional contracted 
cleaning to meet COVID standards for health and safety is also part of this plan. 

Church Budget 2021

Our session approved a church budget for 2021 taking into account our actual income 
and expenses in 2020. As you review this budget, it is helpful to keep in mind the usual 
pattern we have experienced over the last half dozen years or so. Periodic and 
unexpected large gifts means that in some years we add to our reserves while in other 
years we draw from our reserves. Note that these end-of-the-year totals include all four 
church funds: General Fund, Capital Fund, Memorial Fund, and Deacons Fund.

 2015 Church reserves increased by + $2,022.64
 2016 Church reserves increased by + $3,452.23
 2017 Church reserves decreased by - $30,177.92
 2018 Church reserves decreased by - $7,721.02
 2019 Church reserves increased by +$130,522.76
 2020 Church reserves decreased by - $24,137.74

Total fund increase over this same period was +  $69,400.14
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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