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“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. 
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In His service, Pastor Bruce 

The line appears repeatedly in the Christmas story. Angels are always saying it. “Do not be afraid.” As a 
boy I thought it must be because angels are scary looking: large, luminous, and other-worldly. As an adult, I 
ponder more often the reasons for fear in the human heart. What reasons did the familiar characters of this 
Bethlehem story have for being afraid?

Luke 2:10

The shepherds that night were not well-respected 
citizens. A thousand years earlier, a shepherd boy from 
Bethlehem named David had done well. He had 
defeated the mighty Goliath and gone on to become 
king of Israel. Much had changed by the time of the 
New Testament. In Jesus’ day the word of a shepherd 
was considered untrustworthy. Their testimony was not 
considered valid in Jewish courts. They were the
outcasts, the low caste, more welcomed around sheep 
than they were around people. So why pick them? 
Why does the angelic choir seek out these humble 
animal herders? Because God’s message is for them and 
for all who are humble in heart. Jesus was not born in a palace. He did not come only for the wealthy, 
successful or powerful. He came for all. “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ”

Heavenly Father, help me not to look down on people of humble 
circumstance. May I be an encourager for them, just as the angels were 
so long ago.



E  Advent is a Season of Expecting!

X  Mary is Expecting!

P  We are Expecting!

E
C
T
Every Sunday we come to Worship with EXPECTATION! 
But what or who are we expecting? 
Our favorite song? An inspiring sermon? Seeing our friends? 
Maybe a prayer for healing?     
Do we EXPECT to connect with God? When we enter the church, are we ready to 
HEAR from God? Do we actually LISTEN?  And what have we done to PREPARE for 
worship?  Sunday Worship is actually a week-long activity. During the week our spirits 
praise, worship, ask, receive, knock, seek, read the Word, all of which prepare our 
hearts for next Sunday’s worship!  
As we begin this Advent Season of Expectation, may we encourage one another to wait 
expectantly for Joy, Peace, Love and Hope which comes to us through the birth of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior!  May we quiet our hearts to receive the EXPECTED!

SPC Music Ministry Team, Carol Petersen, Director
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Prayer Requests 
Our prayer team consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to have your requests 
added. 
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 Preaching Schedule for Advent/Christmas 2020

Online Sunday Worship at 9:00 AM; Live Worship at SPC at 10:30 AM

November 29  Carol of Peace   Isaiah 2:1-5
Carol: “Do You Hear What I Hear”
9:00 Kirk Sexton; 10:30 Bruce Johnson

December 6  Carol of Hope  Isaiah 7:10-16
Carol: “Mary’s Boy Child”
9:00 Steve Beard; 10:30 Bruce Johnson

December 13  Carol of Love  Isaiah 11:1-10
Carol: “Away in a Manger”
9:00 Bruce Johnson

December 20  Carol of Joy  Isaiah 35:1-10
Carol: “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
9:00 Steve Beard;Bruce Johnson

December 24  Carol of Christ  Matthew 1:18-23
Christmas Eve Carol: “Silent Night” 
5:00 PM online with Mountain View

December 27  Carol of Comfort  Isaiah 40:1-5

It’s Poinsettia Time!

 If you would like to donate a Poinsettia in memory of loved one this 
Christmas, they are $20 per plant. Checks can be dropped off at the 
church office or you make a donation online through the church’s 
website (scottsdalechurch.com/donate). Please also include the 
name of the loved one in a note with your check or send an email 
with that same information to jane@scottsdalechurch.com.

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19

Carol: “O Come O Come Emanuel
9:00 Drew Hulse; Bob Simmons 

_____________________________________________________________________
_______



……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.  

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen and Jim Myers.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in and prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad 
for our freedom.   Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy 
Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Dec. 6 Online Concert: To every time a season
Our Artist in Residence Christiano Rodriques 
leads the MusicaNova Orchestra Chamber 
Players in “Seasons: Echoes from a Memorable 
Year.” Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons” is the 
centerpiece, interspersed with reflective pieces 
by African American composers George Walker 
and Florence Price and a world premiere by 
Brazilian composer Diego Pereira. The concert 
will be online only on December 6th. Tickets are 
$10 at www.musicanovaaz.com. 



or life change, God and the people of God care about you. To join online
this special time of music and worship, visit youtube.com/mtviewpres. The service 
is scheduled for Saturday, December 19th at 4:00 PM.

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship 

Communion Service
Lessons, Carols, Musical Ensemble 
“She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

5:00 PM Online worship in collaboration with Mountain 
View Presbyterian.

Day Relief Center to Debut on Dec 7th

People in Scottsdale experiencing 
homelessness will receive a boost this 
month. The first week of operations for the 
New Faces Mobile Day Relief Center is 
scheduled for the second week of December. 
A coalition of the City of Scottsdale, 
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church, Church of 
the Desert, First Southern Baptist Church Scottsdale, the Phoenix Rescue Mission, and 
Community Bridges is making this possible. Besides the current Monday night shower 
ministry from 5-7 PM, a New Faces Mobile Day Relief Center, staffed by Behavior 
Health professionals would operate from 9 AM to 5 PM two other days per week. On 
Mondays, it would be run at SPC. On Thursdays, it would be run at First Southern 
Baptist Church Scottsdale. Additional contracted cleaning to meet COVID standards for 
health and safety is also part of this plan. 

Thank you!
Thanks to attorney Randy Nussbaum for recent work he 
did for Scottsdale Presbyterian Church on a pro bono 
basis in connection with the filing of a Proof of Claim. 
Also, thanks to Mary Jo Norton for alerting us of the 
church’s need to file such a Proof of Claim.

Dec. 19 Blue Christmas Service at 4:00 PM

We invite you to a special holiday service designed for those for whom the 
holidays might be difficult. If you have undergone a difficult loss, transition,
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10th. It was a chance to see one another masked-face-to-masked-face and to consider 
if a merger would be a way for our two congregations to flourish and make disciples of 
Jesus Christ. No decision to merge was made that night nor has one been made since. 
Instead permission was given to create a robust plan that could be shared with both 
congregations at the end of January. The plan would detail what a combined 
congregation would look like and how that could give us an opportunity to plant new 
churches.

At the start of the meeting, Pastor Steve Beard shared information which ECO Synod 
Executive Dana Allin had previously shared with Arizona pastors related to church life 
cycles. Very typically, a congregation which is several decades old will lose its Vision 
for reaching people outside the 
church. If left unchecked, that 
lack of Vision leads to a 
missional decline similar to a 
physical decline in senior 
adults. The transition from an 
“Empty Nest” stage to 
“Retirement” from outreach 
can happen quickly. Both of 
our churches seem to be 
somewhere on the downward 
side of the scale. A merger 
alone will not solve this 
problem. We need a bolder plan for our two congregations. 
Pastor Bruce then reminded everyone of a common goal both congregations shared: 
“The mission of ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians is to build 
flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ.” Again, no decision has 
been made on the details related to a merger. What is clear is that various options 
would all need to be prayerfully evaluated in the light of this criterion: does it help us 
“build flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ”? A common merger plan 
would also need to be approved by both churches.

Three teams composed of members from both congregations will develop the plan to 
be presented in January. Those groups are a Joint Prayer Team, a Joint Vision Team, 
and a Joint Logistics Team. Please be in prayer for both churches as we seek God’s 
direction for the future.

Sessions of Mountain View & Scottsdale Presbyterian Churches Meet 

The first joint session meeting of elders and pastors 
from Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Mountain 
View Presbyterian Churches occurred on November 
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services broadcast from our church hopefully beginning in January. 

The purpose of the 2020 Capital Fund Drive is to raise money for new improvements 
related to relaunching live worship and worship online from our sanctuary after the 
pandemic, attending to long-delayed facilities repairs, and rebuilding the Capital Fund 
reserves.

Pastors Learning Cohort to meet at SPC

Our church will play host to the Church 
Transformational Cohort led by ECO Synod Executive 
Dana Allin on December 14 and 15. This is a follow 
up step to the Flourishing Disciples process our 
church went through in 2019. All but one of the ECO 
pastors involved in this learning cohort are from 
Arizona. 

New Cameras for Broadcasting SPC Worship in January

___________________________________________________________________________

New Cameras have been installed in the 
church balcony and are in the process of being 
tested.  This will allow for livestream worship 

$28,000 New doors for sanctuary and church officet
$2,000 New cameras and AV equipment in sanctuaryt
$80,000 Reroofing the sanctuary
$16,000 Resurfacing the church parking lot
$4,000 Refurbishing church sign on Hayden
$20,000 Rebuilding the Capital Fund Reserves
$150,000 TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL

Work on these projects has already begun.
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From the Evangelism Committee

 This has been a tragic year because of Covid 19 with the great loss of lives, the physical and 
mental suffering, the closing of churches, schools, and businesses for long periods of time, the 
end of jobs and the depressing state of social distancing.

How can we feel the joy of Christmas with our world in turmoil? We yearn for peaceful times and 
togetherness as a nation. We are in desperate need of healing which can only come from God 
who gave us the miracle of Christmas.

Jesus was not born into a peaceful world. His people were under Roman rule and the future 
looked dim.

Isaiah fortold His coming: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light. . . .” (Isaiah (9:2)

In the midst of sadness, we need to be led by His star. Christmas will be different this year, but it 
can still be a blessed one. Put up your tree, light the candles, play carols, and rejoice that Jesus 
will come again! (Acts 1:11)

Father God,

Give us courage to tell our families, our friends, and our neighbors that Jesus died so that they 
can be set free. Fill us with Your Spirit of Wisdom to give us the right words. Send Your Spirit to 
prepare the hearts of those with whom we share Your gospel and lead them to You forever.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen

If, in your discussions with others, you are confronted with a question about the Bible or 
Christianity that you cannot answer, please consider sharing that question with Pastor Bruce 
(602-923-4299) or Jim or Ann Myers (480-483-4602). God bless you.

______________________________________________________________________
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Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

9
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December 2020

30

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am

Session 7pm
     Zoom

Bible Study 9am

Bible Study 9am

Bible Study 9am

Worship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 amWorship 9:00 am
Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream Live Stream 

Bible Study 9am

Online

Prayer Team  Day
of  Fasting

Church open for 
Prayer 10am - Noon

Online

Online

Online

Live Stream 
Worship 9:00 am  Handbell Quartet Choir 

Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

 Handbell Quartet 
Choir Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship 
Team Sanctuary 

7-8 pm 

 Handbell Quartet 
Choir Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship 
Team Sanctuary 7-8 
pm 

 Handbell Quartet Choir 
Room 6-7 pm

Praise & Worship Team 
Sanctuary 7-8 pm 

5

31

MusicaNova 
concert online

In Person Worship 
10:30 am 

SPC Sanctuary

In Person Worship 
10:30 am 

SPC Sanctuary

5:00 PM Live 
worship online

Christmas Eve
WORSHIP
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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