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December, 2017

Pastor's Column

Luke 2:7

It doesn’t seem that long ago, the Christmas Eve we were waiting for our firstborn baby to 
arrive. That same year, Laurie was called upon to portray a very realistic (and very pregnant) Mary 
in the church Christmas pageant. The script called for her to utter the words, “Oh, it’s time.” When 
she did so during rehearsal, the man portraying Joseph nearly fainted believing something more 
dramatic than a church play was about to happen.

This year, Laurie and I await the birth of another addition to the family: our firstborn 
grandchild. The little bundle of joy is due on December 26th (Shelley’s birthday). Shelley and Justin 
are about the same age we were when, like them, we became parents. So, the feelings of nostalgia and 
wonder are especially strong in our hearts this season.

Christmas time is a time when, for most people, memories are sparked by all manner of 
things: sights, smells, music, carols, cards from old friends, and more. But Christmas is more than 
nostalgia. It is hope, and joy, and peace sent from God to our hearts by way of manger and a little 
baby.  

In His service, 
Pastor Bruce

“…and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.”

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

There are several special musical celebrations happening at our church this month, including a joint 
morning worship service with Redemption on December 24th. I hope you will be able to join us as 
we recall the joy and receive God’s peace again.



“My, how time does fly!”  This phrase is often 
repeated this time of year!  As I write this it is 
Thanksgiving week and on the Sunday after next 
we will begin the Advent Season, a time to prepare 
our hearts for Christmas!

Some Advent and Christmas titles you will be 
hearing this year from the music ministry are “We 
Wait”, “Manger Songs”, “Lo, How a Rose E’er 
Blooming”, “Soon and Very Soon”, “Advent 
Promise” and “Little Drummer Boy”!  Even the titles 
and of course the texts, help us to prepare our 
hearts for Christmas.  May YOU have a joyful 
preparation!  

We will enjoy the return of co-ed Haley Linnig to  the Praise Team 
over the holidays and on Dec 17 and 24th an instrumental 
ensemble will join us.  On Christmas Eve Morning, we look forward 
to sharing worship with our Redemption Church family who will 
bring more surprises!  

Once again the SPC family was treated to an entertaining Musica 
Nova Collaborative Concert on Nov 19, this time it was the “Talking 
Drums” (and bird whistles, and wind wands, and flutes, 
singing, etc) Thank you to Liz McKinnon for arranging these 
events!  I was invited to “talk” with one of the drummers following 

the program, using the pipe organ.  With “Amazing Grace” as the starting point, the 
various sounds of the organ, together with the drums and the flutes, was great fun!

Our church is being used for various purposes for residents of the 
Scottsdale community.  We have already heard Alex Mayer, the 
gifted young oboe player and will again at the end of November and 
also in December.  He is using the church to record college 

auditions.  Also a Latin School will have a Christmas Cantata here on Dec 7, using the 
handbells and the organ.  We are thankful to be a welcome host to individuals and 
groups who need a beautiful venue.     

Merry Christmas Everyone!



Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 

your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the Church Office 480-946-4207 or email info@scottsdalechurch.com 
to have your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule
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___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

December 3 Luke 1:26-38  Transformed by Hope
December 10 Luke 1:39-66  Transformed by Love
December 17 Matt 2:1-12  Transformed by Joy
December 24  Luke 2:8-20  Transformed by Peace
December 31 Guest Preacher Fred Davis

Adopt-a-Family Holiday Program 

This year, 200 families, will be enrolled at the Vista del Camino Holiday 
Adopt-a-Family program. Our church is adopting one of those families. 
Beginning November 26, “Tags” were made available to be picked up from 
our “Angel Tree” in the church Narthex. Each tag has suggests a gift to 
purchase for our adopted family. Our family this year is a widowed Mom with 
three young children.
Please bring in your UNwrapped gift, along with the tag by Sunday, 
December 10th. Thank you! 

_________________________________________________________________________

Angel Tree is Coming 

Tags will be available for pick up in the Church 
Narthex beginning December 10th. Each tag has a 
suggested gift card amount to purchase for people 
in need. These cards are used by our church during 
the holidays and throughout the year to help those 
in need. Please bring in your gift cards along with 
the tags by Sunday, December 24th.



Collaboration Discussions between SPC and Redemption 
The Coordinating Team of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and Redemption 

Church, Scottsdale has been meeting monthly for about two years. Their regular 
meeting on October 26th was a bit different as they began to focus more intentionally on 
what a possible deeper collaboration between SPC & Redemption Church might look 
like and what would be an appropriate way to sort out the details. The three parts to 
sorting through all this would be (1) articulating a compelling VISION for ministry in 
south Scottsdale for the present and future, (2) articulating a compelling PLAN which 
would describe joint worship, discipleship, and missions as well laying out various 
logistical considerations, and (3) a coordinated COMMUNICATION strategy for keeping 
everyone in the loop as plans are developed and considered, including ample 
opportunity for questions and answers.  

The focus of the October discussion was on VISION. Pastor Bruce first 
articulated what was not our vision for the future: “sheep stealing,” trying to do the same 
old thing (or the same new thing) better than the church down the street to steal away 
another church’s members. Next, Pastor Sean articulated what both he and Pastor 
Bruce have been discussing for some time: “planting new life,” carrying on “the legacy 
of what came before with fresh contextualization for the present and future.” This can be 
thought of as a VISON containing four trajectories: 

• The Mission of the Gospel
– Jesus Christ is God’s mission to the world

• The Return to the Gospel
– Digging deeper into spiritual practices

_________________________________________________________________________

Christmas Cantata 
with the  
Highlands Latin  
School 

December 7th 
6:30 p.m.   

Carols, Christmas Songs. Organ 
Devotions by Pastor Bruce 

Christmas Music 
Concert with the  
Temple Clefs 

December 9th 
1:00 p.m.   

A Singing Group of People with 
Parkinson's Disease 

Third Sunday in 
Advent: 
“Transformed by 
Joy” 

December 19th 
9:30 a.m.   

String Quartet, Special Music 

Christmas Eve   
Combined Morning 
Worship with 
Redemption Church 

December 24th 
9:30 a.m.   

String Quartet, Children’s Choir, 
and Communion 



• The Embodiment of the Gospel
– Living out God’s love in our caring for one another and our neighbors

• The Translation of the Gospel
– Working out what being a disciple of Christ means in a 21st century context.

Pastor Sean explained that many young adults today have no experience whatsoever 
with either church or organized religion. Nurturing faith in them is good and important 
work which must be approached with care and grace. It is “the missionary task of 
translating the good news afresh, with a prayerful understanding of the times.” Such an 
approach is in keeping with the values articulated both by the ECO Presbyterian 
denomination and by Redemption Church, Corporate. 

The next logical task will be to work on a compelling PLAN which includes 
framing four types of questions: The Worship questions, the Discipleship questions, 
the Mission questions, and the Logistics questions. The November 28th meeting of 
Coordinating Team will focus on the Worship questions. Specifically, they will try to lay 
out what a combined Sunday morning worship experience would be like. 

Communication must be directed three ways as thinking and planning 
continues: (1) Relationally, the Coordinating Team will oversee getting to know one 
another in the two congregations, (2) Denominationally, Session and staff will keep 
both ECO’s Presbytery of the West and Redemption Church, Corporate informed each 
step of the way, and (3) Internally, the Vision Team will lay out a plan to keep each of 
the two congregations informed with timely, accurate updates each stage of the way 
and ample opportunity for questions and answers. This one-page summary is a first 
step. 

What is a Federated Church? 

A federated church is two or more congregations 
that are affiliated with different denominations that 
act as one local church congregation. Federated 
churches can be found throughout the US in 
cities such as Flagstaff, AZ (Presbyterian and 
Methodist), Grand Folks,UCC and American 
Baptist), and McKinleyville, CA (Presbyterian and 
Lutheran). They remain united in essential things
(Christ, Scripture, the ancient creeds, etc.) while granting one another forbearance 
on other things (Baptism, Eucharist, ministry, etc.). One advantage is that this allows 
the local church flexibility in matters where Christian denominations different from 
one another. For instance, if a young family wants their new born child baptized, the 
American Baptist denomination has rituals for that. In a federated church, the 
congregation may use the liturgies from the Presbyterian or Methodist traditions in 
responding to that family's request. Likewise, if a family wants their newborn 
dedicated rather than baptized, the UCC tradition would have no ritual for this. 
However liturgies for this can be found in both the Baptist and the Presbyterian 
traditions. The federated model is one of several models which our Coordinating 
Team will be discussing in the coming months.  

_______________________________________________________________



A Word from ECO’s Synod Executive: What Do We Mean by Evangelical? 

 by the Rev. Dana Allin, ECO Synod Executive  

Last year I was at a meeting for all of the 
denominational leaders who are part of the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE). We met right after 
the election. As a result, there was significant dialogue 
about how the words evangelical and evangelicals have 
had negative associations. 

One denomination was even removing the word evangelical from their website because 
they didn’t want the negative publicity. Unfortunately, the word evangelical has 
continued to have negative associations with the rise of groups like the alt right 
movement, the extremely conservative racist group, some of whose members might 
claim to be part of the evangelical church. 

One option for the evangelical community is to drop the word from our vocabulary 
entirely. This option would be difficult for ECO, and we’re not sure we want to have 
another name change right now. I think a better choice for us, and the idea that the NAE 
has embraced, is to reclaim the name, ensure we define it for our people, and exemplify 
it for the world. The NAE has given some resources on the history and meaning of the 
word evangelical and how it unites believers across many denominational and non-
denominational streams. 

It is sad (and ironic) that even though the root of the word evangelical means “good 
news” or “gospel,” it has often been seen promoting bad news and things that are 
antithetical to why Jesus came to earth.  As I reflect on the Good News of Jesus and the 
tenets that are core to evangelicals, I would highlight four beliefs and why it is good 
news to be evangelical: 

What We Believe 

We believe in the centrality of God’s Word, the Bible. The Bible is the Good News! It 
is great news that God has provided a picture of Himself and His work and interaction 
with His Creation, an open invitation to a loving relationship with Him, and instructions 
for living in that relationship. In the midst of a world that has a constantly changing and 
competing understanding of truth, it is good news that God has provided us with His 
unchanging Word. 

We believe in the necessity of saving faith in Jesus Christ.  Every other major 
religion or philosophy believes that our temporal or eternal reward or punishment is 
based upon how good or bad we are. We know that our hope and security in life and in 
death comes from trust in Jesus and His amazing gift given to us through his death and 
resurrection. This again is good news! It is great news that our hope is not based on our 
performance and righteousness but in the work of Christ alone! 

https://www.nae.net/what-is-an-evangelical/


We believe the gospel unites believers into one family regardless of gender, race, 
socio-economic backgrounds and other earthly distinctions.  We know that Jesus 
“destroys the dividing walls of hostility.” We know that “we are all one in Christ Jesus” 
(Galatians 3:28).  Unfortunately, we don’t often reflect that reality.  I agree with Mark 
DeYmaz who shared with us a couple of years ago that credibility of our Christian 
message within society will be determined by how well we live out unity in our churches. 

We believe that we are called to work for the transformation of society.  God is at 
work in the world making all things new, and He allows us to partner with Him in this 
great work. In humankind’s fall recorded in Genesis, three things were damaged or lost: 
First was our relationship with God. Second was brokenness in human relationships 
and institutions. Third was the physical brokenness of the world. Therefore, we need to 
partner with God to bring about restoration in all three of these areas. We cannot 
relegate our transformative efforts to only one of the three areas, but rather work to 
bring the entirety of the gospel to our world. 

 Moving Forward 

Given the good news described above, my hope and prayer is 
that we in ECO would not shy away from being evangelicals, but 
that we would exemplify living as Good News people as we bring 
the light of Jesus Christ to the world. Would you pray with me 
towards that end? 

In Christ, 

Dana 

_____________________________________________________________________

Congratulations to Becca Linnig!!

Becca has been elected and installed as President of the 
Scottsdale Area Association of Realtors (SAAR) for 2018.

SAAR is the 4th largest trade association in Arizona & has 
over 8,000 members.



Two members of our SPC family are members 
of the Temble Clefs!
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 

President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. 

For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, 

Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care: 

For Our Family Focus Team: Nellie Schwartz,   Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George,
Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Patti Otto.

For Our Elders: Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo, 
Brett Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner 
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor 
Tazera Belachew.   

…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise

And last but not least: 

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds 
for more information. 

1.

2.

3. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for December are: 
Mac & Cheese. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on 
Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

Thursday Night Women's Bible Study is taking a Holiday Break and will 
Return in early 2018.  Contact Teresa Wilbur for more information.

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Ginny Mountain, Nellie Schwartz, Jackie Parks, 
Pastor Sean Mortenson and Pastor Bruce Johnson.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

4

11 12

Men’s Breakfast 
7:30—8:30 am 

Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 

& Hayden 

Newsletter 
articles due 

22

6

2726 28

20

93 5

21 2318

7

10

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

2

Prayer 3 pm

25

 Joint Worship 
with Redemption 

9:30am  

15

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

14

29 30

16

Session 7PM

Prayer 3 pm

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

Handbells 6pm

Handbells 6pm

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

Choir 7pm

Choir 7pm

Family Focus 

Team 10:30 am

1917

13

24

DECEMBER

Adopt-A-Family 

gift tags available

31

8

Angel Tree Tags 
Available

"Today in the town of 
David a Savior has 
been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord"
Luke 2:11

Christmas Eve Service

Tremble Clefs 
Concert 1pm

New Year's Eve

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am  
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Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So 
that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 

Jane Cicinelli
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Sexton 

Nursery Care Attendant

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Church e-mail 
info@scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh25@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church 
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,  

Moved by His power, 

Motivated by His love, 

Equipped for His ministry, 

So that our community and our world,  

will know His grace. 
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