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“May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each 
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you."

Pastor's Column
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In His service, Pastor Bruce 

The New Testament contain 59 intances of the phrase “one another.” Sometimes also translated as 
“each other,” the significance of our unity as believers—being sisters and brothers together in Christ
—is echoed over and over again. We are told to “love one another” (12 times), to “love one another 
deeply” (twice), and to “…make your love increase and overflow for each other” (1 Thessalonians 
3:12). We are to “Bear with each other” (Colossians 3:13), to “be at peace with each other.” (Mark 
9:50), and to go on “forgiving each other” (Ephesians 4:32). We are to “encourage one another” (three 
times), even “encourage one another daily” (Hebrews 3:13), and to “Honor one another above 
yourselves” (Romans 12:10).

1 Thessalonians 3:12

ECO Presbyterian congregations in Arizona have been seeking new ways 
to work together this year. Certainly, our collaborative worship services 
with Mountain View Presbyterian continue to bless both of our churches. 
A larger group of ECO churches in Arizona is now preparing to offer 
together an online version of Alpha this fall. Alpha is a series of sessions 
exploring the Christian faith, typically run over eleven weeks. Each talk looks at a different 
question around faith and is designed to create conversation. Alpha is run all around the globe, 
and everyone is welcome.

Our collaborative Alpha will begin after Labor Day and finish up before Thanksgiving. 
Leaders, called “hosts” and “helpers,” will be drawn from at least four different ECO 
congregations. It is one way we are hoping to connect with people outside of our congregations 
who are open to having spiritual conversation. An alpha prayer team will be praying for each 
session before the online gatherings begin.

We are told in 1 Peter 4:10, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others.” May God guide us as we ECO Presbyterians find new ways to serve others together in 
the name of Christ.



August 2020
Carol Petersen, Director of Music

We need no new reminders about how our daily routines have changed over recent months! 
To this I think we can all agree!

But maybe we do need a reminder that His “grace is sufficient”!

And I personally need to be reminded to trust Him in ways I haven’t before!

I also need to be reminded to thank Him for every blessing, no matter how small!  Personally 
this summer I am especially thankful for watermelon, fresh berries in season, definitely for 
rainier cherries, for sweet corn, for happy phone calls from friends, for good health,  for a full 
refrigerator, a working AC, and car insurance rebates because I’m not driving much, etc etc etc.

Oh, yes, I’m definitely thankful for my FED EX delivery person who always enthusiastically runs 
up my stairs to the patio, leaves my package in a convenient location and then scurries down 
the steps after ringing the door bell to remind me he’s been there.  Always cheerful, always 
quick, no matter the heat of the day!

I am also so thankful for people I know who take prayer seriously!  Some pray with several 
different groups throughout every day and into the night!  That is so amazing to me!  

If we are careful to follow-up after each of these reminders, I truly believe we are “singing a new 
song to the Lord”.  

And by the way, I literally cannot wait to begin really singing with you at worship again!  Keep 
those voices in tune and your hearts joyful as we anticipate the end to this season! And never 
forget, God really does love you (us)!!!
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Prayer Requests 
Our prayer team consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to have your requests 
added. 
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 August 2020 Preaching/Teaching Schedule 

Scottsdale Presbyterian & Mt. View Presbyterian Churches 
“Songs for the Journey” 

(A Study of a Long Obedience in the Same Direction and the Psalms of Ascent) 

Worship Sundays at 9:00 AM Bible 
Study Wednesdays at 6:00 PM 

Go to https://www.youtube.com/c/mtviewpres. 

July 26th & 29th 
Title:   Work

Scripture:  Ps. 127
Theme:  “Unless the Lord builds the House…
Preacher: Steve

Teacher: Bruce

Aug 2nd & 5th 
Title:   Happiness

Scripture:  Ps. 128
Theme:  “Enjoy the blessing! Revel in the Goodness!”
Preacher: Steve

Teacher: Bruce

Aug 9th & 12th 
Title:   Perseverance

Scripture:  Ps. 129
Theme:  “They Could Never Keep Me Down”
Preacher: Bruce

Teacher: Steve



Aug 16th & 19th 
Title:   Hope

Scripture:  Ps. 130
Theme:  “I Pray to God…and Wait for What He’ll Say and Do”
Preacher: Steve

Teacher: Bruce

Aug 23rd & 26th 
Title:   Humility

Scripture:  Ps. 131
Theme:  “I’ve kept my feet on the Ground”
Preacher: Steve

Teacher: Lyn

Aug 30th & Sept 2nd 
Title:  Obedience

Scripture:  Ps. 132
Theme:  “True Knowledge of God is born out of obedience” -Calvin 
Preacher: Steve

Teacher: Bruce

SPC Small Groups Meetings Online

Group  Date/Time  Leader
Saturday Bible Study Saturdays @ 9 AM Paul Stirnaman
Choir  Sundays @ 10:30 AM  Carol Petersen
Session Third Tuesays @ 7 PM Bruce Johnson
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……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care. 

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.

For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in and prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad 
for our freedom.   Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy 
Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

_____________________________________________



What is Alpha? 

Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the basics of the Christian faith. Typically run over eleven 
weeks, each session looks at a different question that people can have about faith and is designed 
to create conversation. It is just an open, informal, and honest space to explore and discuss life’s 
big questions together. 

What does Alpha look like? 

There is not really an average Alpha. Alpha is run in local communities all around the world, and 
everyone is welcome. It runs in cafés, churches, bars, prisons, parks, universities, schools, 
homes—you name it. No two Alphas look the same, but generally they have three key things in 
common: food, a talk and good conversation. 

When does Alpha begin? 

Several ECO Presbyterian churches in Arizona are working together to hold Alpha as an online 
course this fall. Weekly online gatherings will begin the week of September 7th and run through 
mid-November. Alpha hosts, helpers and prayer team will be drawn from four or more churches 
involved. 

A study and discussion group for Hope Presbytery 

• Who: Anyone is welcome to join, but the focus
audience will be members and leaders in ECO churches in Arizona.   

• What: A study and discussion group. The group
will read the book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for 
Racial Reconciliation by Latasha Morrison. Everyone will 
read a chapter of the book during the week and our time 
together will mainly be spent with discussion questions 
based on the reading. 

• When: Starting in mid-July and running for 10
weeks, meeting once a week via Zoom. 

• Where: On Zoom.
• Why: it is the right time to have this discussion. In our predominantly white churches, we

need to have discussions pursuing God’s heart for racial reconciliation.
• How: Those interested in the Be the Bridge book study should email Shawn at

sbawulski@gmail.com.
It will be led by Rev Dr Shawn Bawulski, who is a pastor in Hope Presbytery and a pastor “on 
loan” to Congregation of the Good Shepherd in Beijing, China.  Dr. Bawulski is a pastor and a 
theologian. He has a PhD from the University of St. Andrews in St Andrews, Scotland, and has 
taught Theology at universities in the US and in Europe. He is passionate about racial justice and 
racial reconciliation, especially in the church. 
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“But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face.  so that it will not be obvious to men that you are 
fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.”            Matthew 6:16-18 

The SPC Prayer Team is willing to pray for you!  If you have a need we can pray 
about, please contact Jane at the office jane@scottsdalechurch.com or Carol  
carolpetersen@mac.com.  We are ready to share your concern with the 20-
member Prayer Team who will daily pray for you.

The Prayer Team will continue the monthly day of Prayer and Fasting for the 
congregation on the 2nd Friday,  August 14.  Again the church will be open from 
10AM - Noon so you may pray privately, observing social distancing and wearing 
a mask.  The recommended food fast is from morning to sunset,  drinking fluids 
throughout the day.

A prayer guide will be provided although you may wish to bring your bible or the 
weekly Prayer Team sheet.  

We rejoice that God continues to heed our prayers. Many individuals have 
testified to the Lord’s work in their lives, giving God the glory, and thanking us for 
praying.  

Our Lord taught us to pray using the ever familiar Lord’s Prayer.  May we never 
grow weary of heeding His guidance to come before the throne of grace to honor 
our Heavenly Father with these thoughtful words:

“Our Father who art in heaven, holy be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.”  
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Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The evangelism committee at Scottsdale Presbyterian Church is pleased to offer 
this month's evangelism column to the monthly church newsletter.  Our goal is 
to offer you tools to use in your conversations with friends, neighbors, co-
workers, and family as you share Christ with them.  Please consider saving these 
columns to grow a collection of information that you can share with others.  

Please remember, we also offer our help.  If, in your discussions with others, you 
are confronted with a question about the Bible or Christianity that you cannot 
answer, please consider sharing that question with Pastor Bruce (602-923-4299) 
or Jim or Ann Myers (480-483-4602) or Paul Stirnaman (562-650-3337).  God 
bless you as you glorify God by spreading the Good News of the Gospel! 

in Christ, 

Jim, Ann, and Paul 

--------------------------------- 

When you share your faith, you may be asked, “Even if God did write the Bible, how do we 
know that the Bible was translated correctly?” Here is one wonderful reason; Jesus believed that 
the Old Testament was translated correctly. In all His teachings Jesus referred to the divine 
authority of the Old Testament.  

From Matthew: 5:17- 18 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished. 8:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and bore our diseases.” 12:40-42 For as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something 
greater than Jonah is here.  

From Luke: 4:18-21 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then he 
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled 
in your hearing.” 10:25-28 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he 
replied. “How do you read it?” He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
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with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 16:29-
31 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ “‘No, father 
Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ “He said to 
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone 
rises from the dead.’” 17:32 Remember Lot’s wife! 24:25-27 and 44-45 He said to them, “How 
foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah 
have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. -- He said 
to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their 
minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 

From John. 5:39-40 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life. 

In these nine quotes, Jesus quoted the Old Testament and gave it full authority as the true word 
of God. In fact, in the New Testament, Jesus quoted the Old Testament 78 times. He quoted from 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Micah, and Malachi. He referred to the Old Testament as “The Scriptures,” 
“the word of God,” and “the wisdom of God.”  The apostles quoted 209 times from the Old 
Testament and considered it “the oracles of God.”  The Old Testament in hundreds of places 
predicted the events of the New Testament; and the New Testament is the fulfillment of, and 
testifies to the genuineness and authenticity of the Old Testament.  So, both Testaments must be 
considered together as the Word of God.  

If anyone would know that there were errors or omissions in the translation, it would be Jesus. 
But, not once in quoting the Old Testament 287 times did either Jesus or the Apostles ever say, 
“This verse is mis-translated”, or “There is a verse missing here”, or, “Where did the Book of 
Second Leviticus go?” Jesus and the Apostles always quoted the Old Testament with full 
confidence that the Old Testament was the complete and correctly translated Word of God. Jesus 
believed, trusted, and KNEW that the Holy Book that He read from and quoted was the exact 
Holy Book that the Holy Spirit inspired the Old Testament writers to write. 

Matthew 24:35, Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
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AN EMOTIONAL REUNION! 

After a 6-year wait, Pastor Tezera’s happy  
family is reunited Wednesday, July 8, in  
San Diego. Oldest daughter (19) remains  
in Ethiopia, waiting for visa. Embassy in 
Addis Ababa is closed due to virus. 

(A note from Pastor Bruce)  
Pastor Tezera,  I join you in praising God for answers 
to prayer with the soon arrival of your children to the 
United States. As a way to celebrate what God is doing in your life,  
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church will pay for one of the plane tickets ($1,325). 

(reply from Pastor T) 
Dear Pastor Bruce,   
Thank you very much for your generosity.  
We really appreciate what you did.   
God bless you all!  

  Man with balloon - Mikyas, AZ 
friend and van driver 

Juliya (11) Yael (14)  
Tezera, Basliel (9)

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19
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Automatic Doors for the Sanctuary 

Anticipating the start of the 2020 Capital Fund 
Drive, the session approved a bid to replace the 1963 era 
sanctuary doors with dark clad automatic opening doors. 
This will be a big relief for those who have ever had 
trouble opening the old doors. The work is expected to be 
completed this summer.  

New cameras for the sanctuary, in order to 
broadcast worship service from SPC, are already on order. 
They should be in place by the beginning of August. 

It has been sixteen years since our last 
Capital Fund Drive and the Capital Fund reserves were 

largely depleted when the sanctuary air conditioners were replaced last year. The purpose if this new 
initiative would be to raise money for new improvements related to relaunching live worship and worship 
online from our sanctuary after the pandemic, attending to long-delayed facilities repairs, and rebuilding 
the Capital Fund reserves. 

PROJECTS 
• New sanctuary doors which can open automatically as needed.
• New church office door
• Installing fiber optic lines, and new cameras and equipment, in order to broadcast worship

services from SPC to the internet
• Resurfacing the church parking lot
• Reroofing the sanctuary
• Replacing Church sign on Hayden
• Rebuilding the Capital Fund Reserves

June 2020 

July 

 August-September 

TIMELINE 

Initial approval by session, Organizing a Fund Drive team, 
Bids solicited for various repairs and upgrades 

Initial announcement to the congregation, more bids received 

Campaign goal set by session, Campaign materials written, Major 
donors contacted, Pledges from church leadership received 

Campaign materials sent to the congregation concurrent to 
Our regular Fall Pledge drive; Capital fund pledges to be  fulfilled over 
a three-year period 

Capital Fund Drive fulfillment period 

 October-November 

   January 2021-December 2023 
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Church Relaunching Plan in Light of COVID-19 

At their regular meeting in July, the session of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church 
approved the following plan developed by our Relaunch Team: 

Because most of our congregation is in what the CDC calls a high-risk category 
(65 and older), our Relaunch Team is recommending that live worship not begin again 
for Scottsdale Presbyterian Church until Arizona reaches Phase 3 of recovery. We are 
currently in Phase 1. The church office would reopen, by appointment only, when 
Arizona reaches Phase 2. 

Live worship, whenever we relaunch, will be different. Here is what to expect: 

u We will have some ushers stationed to open exterior doors for people and others
to direct people to their pews.

u All worshippers will be asked to wear facemasks.
u Extra facemasks will be available to those who forgot to bring one.
u Bottles of hand sanitizers will be strategically placed in the narthex.
u Only the southernmost door from the narthex to the sanctuary will be designated

as an “Entrance” door in order to avoid members bumping into each other.
u Every other pew will be roped off.

u People will be spaced six feet apart on seats that remain.
u No singing by the congregation or only singing with masks on.
u No passing of the peace.
u No passing of the offering plates but using offering boxes in the back.
u For communion, all-in-one communion cup with wafers will be used.
u All three doors between the sanctuary and narthex, and well as the exterior doors

off the narthex will be designated for exiting and opened prior to the end of
worship.

u Worshippers will be dismissed by rows, beginning with the back rows.
u Initially, there will be no coffee hour, Sunday School, or nursery offered.
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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