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Pastor's Column
"Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,
and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Matthew 20:26-28
I’ve been asked to serve in a unique leadership roll this summer, that of the Interim Moderator of ECO’s Hope
Presbytery. Usually that is the kind of volunteer job you get when you miss a meeting. I went to the meeting and
a got the job anyway. But it has turned out to be a blessing for me and for our church in that I am learning about
our new denomination in deeper ways. Here are at least some of the things I have learned:
1.
ECO’s highest value is making disciples of Christ.
Everything takes second place to this. After all, this is what
Christ asked us to do; “go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19).
It is the Great Commission, sharing God’s mission in Jesus
Christ with the world.
2.
You don’t have to be an expert to receive expert advice. ECO believes in using coaches—
experienced pastors who know a thing or two about special situations—to help churches facing
unique challenges. In times of church redevelopment, pastoral transition, or succession planning,
ECO encourages pastors and session to use outside help to navigate unfamiliar waters.
3.
Other churches share what they know. Although the infrastructure of ECO is minimal,
with few national staff people, local ECO congregations are very willing to share what they know
with sister congregations. We hope to make better use of such resources and expertise here in
Arizona.
4.
Accountability matters. Church leaders talk about spiritual successes and failures with
one another. We pray for one another. We remain humble and teachable because we are honest
with one another. No one claims to know everything. This is one of ECO’s greatest strengths.
I will be happy to turn over the reins of Presbytery next month (I have enough other responsibilities to keep me
busy). But I am grateful for the education about ECO I am receiving this summer.

In His service,
Pastor Bruce
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“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20

Summer fun in the SPC Music Ministry — a behindthe-scenes peek!
Yes, the choir and handbells are on well-deserved breaks
for the summer but not so for the praise band! What a
blessing Brett Recen is as he brings nothing but his best
every Sunday to our worship (summers included!). We owe him a great big
thank you! We are thankful also that Haley Linnig has been singing with us
this summer and that Eric Palumbo and Rick Widner continue!
It has been a great joy to discover the faces of this summer’s music. For
me, it all started with a friendly conversation with Sarah Koehler, the new
Redemption pianist. When SPC and Redemption shared a joint service at
the end of spring, Sarah and I enjoyed getting acquainted. She had
recently joined the Redemption music team. She graduated with a music
degree in composition from ASU so we have much in common. She
offered to cover for me any time and has agreed to sub for me in August
when I am on vacation. We also enjoy playing piano duets together!
In addition to Sarah, this summer we have enjoyed David Hill with his
men’s ensemble (Jeff Barton, Craig Reynolds and Galen Day), Jerry
Troyanos, piano, Peter Oem, cello, vocal solos from Leah Sheldon and
Haley Linnig, and piano duets by Heather George and Carol as well as
Carol and Sarah. And last but not least, Judy Davis and Brett Recen will
share one of Judy’s favorites.
The summer sermon themes from Pastor Bruce
have drawn us closer to God using the prayer
His Son taught us. As always we pray the music
will also draw us closer to God. May He always
be praised!

The SPC Music Ministry Schedule resumes
Wednesday, September 5
Handbell Choir 6PM - 6:50
Adult Choir 7PM - 8:10
Praise Band Rehearses 8AM Sun AM

New Members Always Welcome!
contact carolpetersen@mac.com
480-365-9121

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office or email info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your
requests added to the prayer chain.

Preaching Schedule
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 23

Matthew 6:25-34
Matthew 18:21-35
James 1:2-16
Psalm 34

Christ’s Pattern for Prayer: “Give Us”
CPP: “Forgive Us”
CPP: “Lead Us Not”
CPP: “Deliver Us”

____________________________________________________________________________

Redemption Church Leaders Learn about ECO
As discussions continue regarding the possible of the joining together of Scottsdale
Presbyterian Church and Redemption Church, Scottsdale, Redemption leaders are
taking time to learn about our denomination. ECO Church planters in Palm Beach,
Florida and Tempe, Arizona are sharing with them what is like to be Presbyterian and
work with unchurched Millennials. Redemption Scottsdale leaders are also planning a
trip to California to visit with ECO church leaders and other leaders there. Please be in
prayer that all their questions will be answered.
Our clerk of session, Tina Sedlock, continues to compile a master list of the frequently asked questions.
Please contact any of our elder below with your questions about this discussion process:
ELDERS:
Jeffrey Barton
2jeffbart@gmail.com
602-571-1016
Bob Howard, Jr.
robert@arizonalawgroup.com
480-314-2085
Brett Recen
bgrecen@hotmail.com
480-861-3987
Tina Sedlock
tmpeap@yahoo.com
602-369-4439
Terry Linnig
howziz@hotmail.com
480-570-2181
Eric Palumbo
eapers05@yahoo.com
602-390-0198
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Back to School 2018
Last month, the City of Scottsdale and many amazing partners provided backpacks, school supplies, clothing, shoes and many
more services for about 1,100 Scottsdale school children in need of assistance. Volunteers staffed various stations at Scottsdale
Stadium throughout the day on July 25th. The pictures here show the final walk through

ahead of the event itself. For the last four years, Pastor Bruce has been part of the planning group for the Back to School event and
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church sent a total of $1,208 to this years’ effort. Your contributions made a big difference for the children
in our community. Thank you, once again!
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…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staf f ,
Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George,
Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Jackie Parks (Redemption)

For Our Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Jackie Parks, Pastor Sean Mortenson and
Pastor Bruce Johnson.
Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor
Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1 Thursday night Women's Bible study is taking a Summer break and return in the Fall.

2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

3 Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for August are: Cereal

& Toothpaste. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday
morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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August, 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

Prayer 3 pm

5

6

7

8

9

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

12

Prayer 3 pm

13

14

15

16

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

19

Prayer 3 pm

20

21

22

23

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Men’s Breakfast

Newsletter
articles due

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café

Prayer 3 pm

Chaparral
& Hayden

Session 7 pm

26

27

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

28

29

30

31

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.

Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
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Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Jane Cicinelli
Manager
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
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Our Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

