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Matthew 28:18-19

It is not a finished agreement by any means, but Scottsdale Presbyterian Church and 
Redemption Church, Scottsdale continue to talk about the possibility of a common future. Dozens of 
details still need to be worked through and four (yes four) separate groups all need to agree on those 

details. However a first step—an important one—happened last month. Acting on the 
recommendation of our Vision Team, the Session passed the following motion of intent at their 

regular monthly meeting on March 20th:  

For the sake of the mission of Jesus Christ in our area, the intent of Scottsdale Presbyterian 
Church is to pursue a joint witness with the congregation of Redemption Church, Scottsdale as 

soon as the details of such a joining together can be worked through between each individual 
congregation and denomination.

The four separate groups which would ultimately need to sign off on such a coming together 
are the two congregations (Scottsdale Presbyterian and Redemption, Scottsdale) and the two 
denominations (our ECO Presbytery of Hope and the group of other Redemption Churches in 
Arizona). That can only happen when more substantial details are worked through. So, this motion 
simply expresses the direction toward which our session feels God wants us to move.  

After Sunday worship on April 8th, during a combined congregational meeting and question 
and answer time, the session will present this same motion of intent for congregational action. That’s 
the way we Presbyterians make decisions; the session acts and, in certain cases, the congregation is 
also asked to take action. All the knowledgeable groups who have been looking at collaboration—
Pastor Bruce, Pastor Sean, the Vision Team, the Coordinating Team, and the newly formed 
Representation Board—will all try to bring clarity to your questions. Sometimes the clarity will be, 
“We don’t know yet” or “We will need look into that.”

On April 1st, we will celebrate Easter in a joint worship service. ECO’s Presbytery of Hope 
will meet in our sanctuary on Saturday, April 28th, with Pastor Frank Switzer of Redemption Church, 
Arcadia delivering the sermon. The following day, SPC and Redemption, Scottsdale will worship 
together again, followed by a joint lunch. So, this will be an exciting month. 

It is important to remember the reason why SPC and Redemption, Scottsdale would choose 
such a path. It is about the mission of Jesus Christ. Our Risen Lord instructed us, “go and make 
disciples.” The leaders of SPC and Redemption, Scottsdale believe we could do this more effectively 
together. For the sake of that goal, we are willing to attempt something new. Please be in prayer as 
SPC, and the other three groups involved, continue to pray and plan.

In His service, 

Pastor Bruce

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations….”

Pastor's Column



April has always been a happy month for me!  Not only is the tax season 
done for another year, but April 17th is my dad’s birthday!  

Forgive me for repeating this story, but it is an important part of my life and the 
calling and purpose for my life.  The night I was born my dad, a Lutheran Pastor, 
dreamed that one day I would be an organist in his church.  At age 12 I started 
on that journey.  I am thankful my parents did not tell me about this dream until I 
actually made decisions that set me on that pathway.

In the summer of 2010 my sister and I shared a wonderful visit to Denmark, the 
country of my family’s origin.  We saw the home where my maternal grandmother 
was born and grew up!  And we also worshiped in the church where she was 
baptized.  In another village we found the church where my father’s mother was 
baptized.  As is true of all Danish churches, the church was wide open for 
visitors.  I wandered into the balcony and found a small pipe organ similar to the 
one I was playing at the church where I was playing at the present time.  Since 
only Kaye and I were in the church I decided to turn on the organ and try it out!  It 
was a lovely moment!  I played a couple of hymns and we left the church.  I took 
note of the email address of the pastor on the outside information sign.  When I 
returned to the US I wrote an email message to the pastor, telling him how much 
I enjoyed playing the organ and thanking him at the same time.  I also made it 
somewhat of a confession and in his response to me,  he was quick to absolve 
me of my “sin”.  He also said there had been some electronic issues with the 
organ so he was somewhat surprised that it worked.  I was thankful that it did not 
malfunction while I was playing it or I might have thought it was my fault!

So again April 17th, my dad’s birthday, is very special to 
me.  He would be 119 years old if he were alive.  I am 
thankful he lived to be almost 94, celebrated 50 years of 
pastoral ministry, and was called to be a pastor while a 
young plum farmer in the San Joaquin Valley, California.  
Thanks, Dad!  

THANK YOU to the SPC and Redemption music teams for 
  blessing our worship during the Lent and Easter Seasons! 

    Carol Petersen, Director of Music



Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 

your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email 
info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule
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April 1 Luke 9:18-24; 24:1-9 Joint Easter Worship
April 8 1 Chronicles 10:1-14 “A Panoramic View”
April 15 Guest Preacher  John Poling
April 22 1 Chronicles 13:1-13 “When Veneration Won’t Do”
April 29 1 Chronicles 16:1-36 Joint Worship and Meal 



Union Congregations in ECO
When a local congregation has ties to both 
the ECO Presbyterian denomination and 
another similar denomination, ECO’s rules 
and regulations call that a “Union Congregation.” 
As our presbytery considers the possibility of merger between SPC and Redemption Church, 
Scottsdale, they will look for guidance to that section of ECO’s Polity Document which 
describes Union Congregations. Thus, while it does not precisely describe the situation in 
Scottsdale, it is helpful for all of us to become familiar with it.

“Congregations, historically members of the PC(USA) or other Reformed denominations, 
who wish to maintain that membership while joining with ECO and who recognize and teach 
the Essential Tenets may request to join a presbytery of ECO after a period and process of 
discernment, and a two-thirds vote of the congregation at a duly called meeting. This joint 
witness shall be formed in communication with the presbytery or comparable governing 
body of each denomination. Wherever the constitutions of the denominations differ, any 
mandatory provisions of one shall apply in all cases where the other is permissive
 (ECO Polity 5.0201). 

SPC to Host Hope Presbytery Worship/Lunch

The inaugural Arizona meeting of ECO’s Presbytery 
of Hope will take place at our church from 10:00 AM  AM 
to noon on Saturday, April 28th. Everyone is invited 
to attend. Instead of a time to conduct business, our 
Presbytery Governing Council has intentionally designed this as an 
opportunity to worship together, give thanks to God, and share a meal. 
Pastor Frank Switzer has been asked to deliver a message at that 
gathering on the nature of Christian community. Frank happens to be 
the pastor of Redemption Church, Arcadia. A boxed lunch ($12.00 per 
person) will follow. To make sure we have enough food prepared, please 
let the church office know if you will be able to attend that day.



Representation Board formed to Ask Questions/Give Feedback
Instead our two congregations initially creating a joint board with governing authority, it was thought wiser to begin with 

a listening group who could simply hear and critique the developing plans for coming together. The result of this listening 

and planning time (three meetings in all) will be presented at a combined congregation meeting on June 24th. Called the 

Representation Board, their official role is to ask questions, give input, and be ambassadors to the two congregations.

From Redemption, Scottsdale: From Scottsdale Presbyterian:

Lindsay Hodgson Jeffery Barton

Eric Johnstun  Ginny Mountain

Michael Puhala Craig Reynolds

Jennifer Chun  Margaret Koontz

Boaz Witbeck  Liz McKinnon

Notes from First Representation Board Meeting on March 18th:

1.How do we do this well?

a)It’s about the mission

b)Remember, we are making something new

c)For each question, the answer may be:

i.Either/Or

ii.Both /And

iii.Neither/New

2.How are we going to figure this out?

a)Vision

b)Plan

c)Communication

3.What is the difference between ECO and Redemption? 

a)Both are Reformed

b)Differences:

i.Sacraments (Baptism, Communion)

ii.Women in Leadership

4.We won’t have 1st order issues (we both have a high view of scripture, etc.).

5.It is important to define who we are. 

a)The “churched” will care about the label, in general the world will care about the mission.

6.Since we are two different congregations, we need to answer the question: How do we love one another? This needs to be a practical step. Maybe

we can start practicing it as a representation board. 

7.Putting services together. MUSIC can make or break. (Would hate to lose the pipe organ and choir.) 

8.We will have logistical problems just because of the age differences. There is no middle group. Older people latch onto things because that’s the 

way they’ve always done it. SPC is less this way than others. They usually aren’t grumpy about things, so if they are, we should probably dig down to 

know why. There is usually a need underneath that needs to be unearthed. 

9.What function do you see this group performing? Can we do it in 3 sessions? Who has the authority? Who holds us accountable?

10.What is the reason SPC doesn’t do communion every week? Habit/Tradition

11.What would you say is the general feeling from SPC?

a)excitement

b)a gift

c)scary (who is in control? unknown)

12.If one side doesn’t want to proceed, how do we move forward?

13.Whose identity gets lost? What identity do we gain? We have the opportunity to do pastoral work, being non-anxious leaders. Asking the 

question, “What would you do if you weren’t fearful?”
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. 

For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staf f , 

Elders, Family Focus Team & Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care: 

For Our Family Focus Team:Nellie Schwartz,   Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George,
Sherry Blanchard, Pat Cook, Natallie Day and Jackie Parks (Redemption) 

For  Our Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig,  Eric Palumbo, Brett 
Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner 
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer f or Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor 
Tazera Belachew.   

…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds 
for more information. 

3. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for April are: Rice and 
Pinto Beans. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday 
morning or in the Church Office during the week.

For our Coordinating Team: Jeffrey Barton, Liz McKinnon, Ginny Mountain, Nellie Schwartz, Jackie Parks, 
Pastor Sean Mortenson and Pastor Bruce Johnson.

President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

And last but not least: 

Thursday Night Women's Bible Study is taking a Break and will Return in February for 
a short, but informative, session.  Contact Teresa Wilbur for more information.

1.

2.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 4

11 12

Men’s Breakfast 
7:30—8:30 am 

Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 

& Hayden Newsletter 
articles due 

22

6

2726

20

9

3 5

21

23

18

7

10

Praise Band 8am 

2

Prayer 3 pm

25

15

14

29 30

16

Session 7PM
Prayer 3 pm

Praise Band 8am 

Family Focus 
Team 10:30am

1917

13

24

APRIL

8

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

Prayer 3 pm

Prayer 3 pm

28

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

Joint Worship with 
Redemption Church

 9:30 am  

Praise Band 8am 

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Worship 9:30 am  

Worship 9:30 am  

Worship 9:30 am  

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

EASTER
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Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So 
that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 

Jane Cicinelli
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Sexton 

Nursery Care Attendant

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Church e-mail 
info@scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh25@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church 
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,  

Moved by His power, 

Motivated by His love, 

Equipped for His ministry, 

So that our community and our world,  

will know His grace. 


	Untitled
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	SPC-2015- February 2015.pdf
	Untitled

	SPC-2015- March 2015.pdf
	Untitled
	Blank Page

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Discernment Background.pdf
	 Dietrich Bonhoeffer said “cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline. Communion without confession…Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jes...

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	January 2017.pdf
	What are the Greatest Needs of ECO Churches?
	Flourishing Churches and Leaders
	Stay Tuned!


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Pastor's Column May 2017.pdf
	From the "Boardroom" to the "Upper Room"
	Building Trust
	Transformation & Growth

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Pastors October 2 2017.pdf
	Prayer and Support for ECO Churches in Texas and Florida
	Dear Friends,


	Pastor's Collum Dec 2017.pdf
	A Word from ECO’s Synod Executive: What Do We Mean by Evangelical?
	What We Believe
	Moving Forward



	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



