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“Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just 
as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he 
gave through his servant Moses. May the LORD our God be with us 
as he was with our ancestors; may he never leave us nor forsake us.” 

1 Kings 8:56-57

Do you own any old Bibles that are falling apart? It’s time to bring them to church.  
Later in January, we will plant a new tree in the church courtyard to mark our congregation’s 
becoming a part of ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. Besides digging a 
hole for the tree, we will also dig a second hole to bury old Bibles respectfully on holy 
ground. On that day, we will gather together the children present to see this and remember 
that this land where we come to worship belongs to Jesus—and it will always belong to Jesus.

It has been a long journey winning the right to own our own land in order to follow 
God humbly according to our core values of Christ, Scripture, Virtue, and Grace. Now that 
we have reached that point, it is time to acknowledge that our land belongs to Jesus. It always 
has.

As we lay our old Bibles to rest, money has already been laid aside to buy new Bibles 
both here and overseas. Five hundred dollars each will go to the work of the Gideons in 
Scottsdale and to the work of GreenStone Ministries in Ethiopia. We do this gratefully, 
thankful for how God has blessed us as we have endeavored to follow his word. 

So, gather up your old Bibles. Bring them to church. Take the time to give thanks for 
God’s blessing and His goodness to us time and time again.  

In His service,

Pastor Bruce

Pastor’s Column 



“Let us rejoice and be glad in it!”
Happy New Year, everyone!

Sometimes I wake up with this “alarm clock” 
in my spirit!  How thoughtful of the Lord to 
politely insert Himself into my day with this 
gentle reminder of His goodness and plan 
for my life!  Every day for the SPC family, 
for you and for me is thankfully in His 
hands.  It’s up to me(us) to respond and 
allow His “day” to unfold!  

Speaking of God’s plan, He gave me a very special gift yesterday!  The 
damage to my car from a recent minor accident was complete and as I was 
leaving I asked the man helping me if he knew anyone who repaired 
upholstery leather in cars.  He handed me a business card and said to tell 
the man he had sent me. It was just down the street so I decided to drive to 
the east Mesa shop and explained my need to the owner.  He told me to 
pull up and he would repair it now.  Pleasantly surprised, I brought my car 
around to the back.  He took out his equipment and proceeded to repair the 
damage.  I expected to pay at least $100 for this job because I had been 
quoted about a year ago from another shop it would cost $150.  When the 
man finished, I asked for the cost and he said “Merry Christmas!”  It will be 
my gift to you today!  After expressing my appreciation and trying to insist 
on giving him something, I could see he was serious about not charging 
me. But I could bring him cookies some day!  What a blessing that man 
was to me! The repair took about 15 minutes, and I drove away with what I 
consider to be a $150 repair job!  The take away from this encounter is 
especially meaningful because across the street from the shop was a place 
where many years ago I bought Texas-style Bar-B-Cue ribs to take to the 
near-by nursing home where my parents were living. So many happy 
memories came to mind and once again I felt my parents prayers!   

“This is the day the LORD has made.”  God bless each or our days in 2017!
Carol Petersen, Director of Music



Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 

your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email 
info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule
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January 1 Matthew 2:1-12 Joy Beyond Compare  
January 8 Ezra 1:1-11 Rebuilding Your Life
January 15 Ezra 3:1-13 Listening for Good News
January 22 Ezra 7:1-13 Road Trip
January 29 Ezra 10:1-17 The First Choice

New Members Class is Forming
The next “SPC 101 Class” will be held in January.  The class is 

designed to provide you with an overview of what it means to be a 
follower of Christ and a member of Scottsdale Presbyterian Church. 
If you would like to attend or find out more, please talk with Pastor 
Bruce or indicate your interest using the Prayer Request card found 

in the back of the pews. 

Deacons and Elders to Gather
The annual joint meeting of the deacons and elders will take place on, 

Tuesday, January 17th, at 7:00 PM in the church lounge. Separate regular 
meetings of the session and the deaconate will follow on that same night. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
On January 29th our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held 
after the morning worship service. Come rejoice with us in all that 

God is doing in and through Scottsdale Presbyterian Church. 
Following the meeting, a chili supper will be held in the church 

lounge and narthex. 

____________________________________________________________



SPC Formally Joins ECO 

In the short space of six days in November, most of the formal actions were taken to 
dismiss Scottsdale Presbyterian Church from the Presbyterian Church (USA) to ECO: A 
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. The third and final financial settlement 
offer from the Presbytery of Grand Canyon's Administrative Commission was received 
by SPC's Negotiating Team on November 13th. It was substantially the same as the 
Presbytery’s initial offer: $178,500. If we were unwilling to accept this price, the 
Presbytery was prepared to sell our building on the open market and realize even more 
revenue from the sale.  

Two days later, the Negotiating Team met with our session to recommend that this offer 
be accepted. They also recommended that the entire financial settlement be paid to the 
Presbytery up front rather than over time and reviewed various ways this could be 
accomplished. One option discussed was the offer from Redemption Church corporate 
to provide a low interest loan (1.5%) to us with the understanding that if SPC and 
Redemption Church Scottsdale ever were to merge at some point in the future, the 
balance of the loan would be forgiven. The contrast between the stern approach of the 
Presbytery and the gracious offer from Redemption Church was striking. The session 
voted to approve the settlement and to decide at another point regarding a loan. 

On Saturday, November 18th, the Presbytery of Grand Canyon met in Sun City to 
consider the motion to dismiss Scottsdale Presbyterian Church to ECO. The 
Administrative Commission affirmed our congregation's desire to leave the PC(USA) 
and urged the Presbytery to approve the motion. Pastor Bruce was invited to speak 
about the discernment process from our congregation's perspective. The motion to 
dismiss SPC to ECO passed, 41 yes to 10 no, which was greater than the required two-
thirds majority. Previously, on September 28th, ECO's Presbytery of the West had 
informed the PC(USA)'s Presbytery of Grand Canyon that they had agreed to assume 
ecclesiastical authority over Scottsdale Presbyterian Church pending our dismissal.  

Several other steps were needed to complete this process. On December 4th, the 
session agreed to accept the unsecured loan offer of Redemption Church. The money 
was made available to us the following day and the promissory note was signed later 
that week. SPC's By-laws were amended (Dec 4), and the transfer of SPC's liability 
insurance and Pastor Bruce's medical and pension coverage to the ECO systems were 
accomplished (Dec 22 and 27).  

Just prior to closing, an unauthorized addition of $2,748 in closing costs/fees to the total 
cost of departure was suggested by the Presbytery of Grand Canyon and refused by 
our church. The paperwork to transfer the title of SPC’s church property over to SPC 
was signed on December 22nd. Scottsdale Presbyterian officially became an ECO 
congregation on Tuesday, December 27th. 

A question and answer session has been scheduled after worship on January 15th. It 
will be a time for both the Session and the Negotiating Team to give further explanation 
about the final steps in the departure process. 

UPDATE!

___________________________________



What are the Greatest Needs of ECO Churches? 
In the last six months, I have tried to ascertain what 
are the greatest needs of ECO churches.  I have 
conducted informal and formal questioning around this 
subject with various pastors and congregational 
leaders.  I have compared their answers with my own 
observations from personal interactions.  While all of 
our congregations are different, there are some 
common themes that emerge within many of them.   

One of those recurring themes across some of our churches is the 
question, “We joined ECO _____ months ago. What do we do now?” 

What people are meaning by this question is that they have bought into the vision and 
ethos that is presented in ECO, but are unclear about their next steps to move forward 
into their new reality.  Sometimes the resource list that we provide can be overwhelming 
with numerous possibilities.  Several different people have approached me in separate 
conversations to indicate that it would be helpful if ECO had a brief process that took 
place over a few months’ time that a session could go through to help them on the next 
steps in their congregational journey.  The indication was that while congregations 
wouldn’t be required to engage in such a process, it could be highly encouraged and 
give our people a common language within the denomination.  It would also help 
sessions determine where they might need to place future energy to fulfill the mission 
that God has placed upon the heart of the congregation.  After this basic process, it 
would be easier for a congregation to determine what other resources offered by ECO 
or by others that could be helpful in fulfilling their vision for ministry and mission. 

We have taken this great suggestion to heart and are creating a 4-session process 
called “Becoming a Flourishing Church”.  This process can be used with elders, 
deacons, staff or other lay leaders in your congregation.  It will be launched at our 
national gathering in January and will be available to every congregation through 
the Flourish website. Each session contains a 15-20 minute video that can be watched 
at or prior to a meeting.  The videos also have supplemental material and guides to 
facilitate discussions among leaders. 

Flourishing Churches and Leaders 

The premise of the process is that flourishing churches are led by flourishing leaders, 
who are themselves flourishing disciples.  The first session is an orientation to the ethos 
and culture of ECO and helps leaders to determine where their congregations are 
starting.  The second session focuses on becoming a flourishing disciple.  The third 
focuses on being a flourishing leader and helps leaders determine their role within the 
five-fold gifting as expressed in Ephesians 4.  The final session looks at qualities of a 
flourishing church and how we might begin to evaluate our church’s health beyond just 
membership and worship attendance.  Congregations that choose to participate in the 

http://www.flourishmovement.org/


process will be given a liaison that can be utilized to better understand the material if 
needed, as well as to help determine appropriate steps that the congregation might take 
as a result of going through this material.  

Some churches may already be involved in a different ministry (such as ELI) and they 
may wonder how this new process may fit in.  If your session is engaged in something 
like ELI or Sticky Faith, by all means stick with what you are doing. You will be ahead of 
the game!  The Flourishing Church process will still be available when you are 
finished.  If you aren’t involved in a different learning opportunity, then the Flourishing 
Church material will help you to be able to determine appropriate next steps for your 
congregation.   

Stay Tuned! 

Much more information will be given at the national gathering and in subsequent e-
mails, but we wanted to you know about this upcoming opportunity if you would like to 
use it with your session or other leadership in your church this winter.   

We are so encouraged that throughout the country, our many wonderful ECO 
congregations are truly excited about authentically living into God’s call for mission and 
ministry in their particular contexts.  Our prayer is that you would be encouraged as 
well, knowing that you have a vast network of other churches and leaders that are 
taking steps toward flourishing.  We are here for each other to pray, deepen our 
discipleship, learn and grow together.  We hope you will take advantage of the 
resources provided for you and see what great things God does among you!    

In Christ, 

Dana Allin, ECO Synod Executive 

_________________________________________________________

Thank you to all who participated in SPC's 2016 Vista 
del Camino Adopt-A-Family and Angel Tree 
missions. Your prayers and donations are making a 
difference in the lives of many.

Thank You for Your Generosity!
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 

President Barack Obama, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. 

For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders and 
Deacons & Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care: 

 
For Our Deacons: Nellie Schwartz, Hal Koontz, Patti Otto, Gail Widner, Pat Cook, Sherry       Blanchard, 

Pat Reynolds, Natalie Day and Ginny Mountain.

For Our Elders: Liz McKinnon, Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Mary Garner, 
Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner 
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer for PC(USA) Missionaries Greg and Chris Callison, Carolyn Kurtz, 
Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew.   

…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise…and Give a Prayer and Praise

And last but not least: 

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds 
for more information. 

Tuesday Bible study. See Craig Reynolds for more information.1.

2.

3.

Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for December are: 
Deodorant and Canned Beans These itmes may be dropped off in the 
Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

4.

5.

Thursday Night Women's Bible Study dates TBD. Contact Teresa Wilbur for more 
information. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 4

19

11 12

15

Men’s Breakfast 
7:30—8:30 am 

Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 

& Hayden 

Newsletter 
articles due 

22

6

27

8

29

26 28

13

20

9

3 5

21

23

30

24

18

Elders & Deacons 
Meeting 7:00 pm

7

10

17

Cafe Justo Available

14

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM 

7 - 8:15 Choir 

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM 

7 - 8:15 Choir 

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM 

7 - 8:15 Choir 

January, 2017

Praise Band 8 am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Praise Band 8 am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

Praise Band 8 am 

Worship 9:30 am  

Adult Sunday School 
10:45 am 

2

16

Prayer 3 pm

Prayer 3 pm

Prayer 3 pm

31

Worship 9:30 am  

Prayer 3 pm

25

Handbells

6 - 6:50 PM 

7 - 8:15 Choir 

Installation of new 
Elders & Deacons

Congregation Meeting 
& Chili Lunch

Praise Band 8 am 
Worship 9:30 am  

Memorial Service 
for Louise Mattson

11am

10:45 am
Q&A Session re: 
Dismissal from 

PCUSA
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Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement Our Mission Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So 
that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Office Manager 
Vicki  Susan Carr 

Vicki@scottsdalechurch.com 

Sexton 

Nursery Care Attendant

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Church e-mail 
info@scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh25@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church 
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,  

Moved by His power, 

Motivated by His love, 

Equipped for His ministry, 

So that our community and our world,  

will know His grace. 
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