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Pastor’s Column
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead ”
1 Peter 1:3
During the next two or three years, we are on a 200-step journey. Our congregation now belongs to ECO:
A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. Together with eight other congregations in Arizona, we are
striving to build flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ. That means we ourselves, as Scottsdale
Presbyterian Church, seek to flourish and to make disciples. How will we do that?
We will be going through about 200 steps in order to answer the question, “How does Christ want our
church to flourish and grow?” We have shrunk in size over the decades while expenses have remained more
constant. Logically there are three alternatives. We could either…
a.
b.
c.

Grow our church in place by adding new people,
Merge SPC in one way or another with Redemption Church, or
Right-size our physical plant to suit our current needs.

The session’s intention is to explore both option “a” and option “b” at the same time. Fortunately, we
have built up our financial reserves enough to carry us through two or three years of exploring these options. The
Lord provides. We are not sure what God wants us to do, but we will be working together as we discover God’s
will and do God’s will.
Here is step one. In February, ECO is releasing a new “Becoming a Flourishing Church” video series that
will help churches like ours refocus our vision upon joining ECO. Each session contains a 15-20 minute video
that can be watched at, or prior to, a Bible Study, Team meeting or a meeting of deacons or elders. The videos also
have supplemental material and guides to facilitate discussions among leaders.
The premise of the process is that flourishing churches are led by flourishing leaders, who are themselves
flourishing disciples. The first session is an orientation to the ethos and culture of ECO and helps leaders to
determine where their congregations are starting. The second session focuses on becoming a flourishing disciple.
The third focuses on being a flourishing leader and helps leaders determine their role within the five-fold gifting
as expressed in Ephesians 4. The final session looks at qualities of a flourishing church and how we might begin
to evaluate our church’s health beyond just membership and worship attendance.
Step one of the 200-step journey is about to begin. I am glad to be with you as we can make this journey
together.
In His service,
Pastor Bruce

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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From the Director of Music: Behind the
Scenes - “Up Close and Personal”
I would like to share 2 stories with you
from where I sit as the Director of
Music of Scottsdale Presbyterian
Church. One of the stories happened
tonight at choir practice and the other
was on the day we honored Louise
Mattson at her Memorial Service.
The first story “behind-the-scenes up
close and personal” happened, as I
said, at choir practice tonight. The last
anthem we rehearsed is a favorite for
all of us. The title is “Majesty and
Glory of Your Name”. Kim Giesaking
reminded me tonight that when I was
interviewing for this job, I rehearsed this anthem with the choir. I didn’t
remember that, but I do remember that every time I have ever sung or
accompanied this anthem, I either get goose bumps or tears and
sometimes both! Tonight was both! The text is taken from Psalm 8, no
better source! The choir will be singing this in February so you can look
forward to hearing it again. Perhaps many of you will remember it! It is
definitely a choir favorite, and a blessing to sing.
The second “up close and personal” reflection is also based on a choir
anthem and it is the anthem the Lord led us to sing for Louise Mattson's
Celebration of Life. The name is “And Then Forever Praise Him”. The text
reflects on the moments in our lives when we praise God and of course the
final praise will be in eternity where we will “forever praise Him.” We were
privileged to sing it one final time for our dear friend Louise.
Choir memories will always grow as the Lord continues to bless us! Again,
it is a privilege! God bless you!
Thank you. Carol Petersen

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email
info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your requests added to the prayer chain.
___________________________________________________________________________

Preaching Schedule
February 5
February 12
February 19
February 26

Nehemiah 1:1-11
Nehemiah 4:1-15
Nehemiah 8:1-12
Nehemiah 13:1-22

Connecting the Dots
Trust But Verify
To Know Me is to Love Me
Unplugged, Offline, and Recharged

____________________________________
Bring in your old Bibles, for
This Land Belongs to the Lord

How will we mark the fact that we now hold the deed to our church’s property? On Sunday,
March 12th, we will plant a new tree by the church lawn and next to it bury old Bibles on
sacred ground. Then we will give thanks to Christ Jesus and proclaim together “This land
belongs to the Lord!” It always did. It always will. At the same time, donations are being made
for new Bibles in Ethiopia through GreenStone Ministries and new Bibles in Scottsdale
through the Gideons International. Our property did not suddenly become the Lord’s house.
It was always the Lord’s house. So start digging out your old, worn-out Bibles and bring them
to church. They will be set to rest reverently and all our heart will rejoice together
remembering again how Christ rules and over rules all things.

____________________________________________________________
ECO Presbyterian Churches in Arizona Gather Together

Dana Allin, ECO Synod Executive, will be at Christ Presbyterian
Church in Goodyear on, February 11th for a morning of welcome and
information for all Session members of new ECO congregations in
Arizona. The morning is planned to be uplifting and informative, but
brief enough that you all get home at a good time on Saturday.
Schedule:
10:00 am – Worship
10:45 am – Starting Well in ECO
11:30 am – Break
11:45 am – The State of ECO
12:30 pm – Lunch and Departure

Christ Presbyterian Church will provide lunch on a donation basis. We are welcome to bring
as many folks as we like, but Christ Church needs a head count, or someone will go hungry!
If you are interested in attending, please contact Pastor Bruce.

“AndIamsurelywithyoualways…”Matthew28:20
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…and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Barack Obama, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives.
For our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders and
Deacons & Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Deacons: Nellie Schwartz, Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George and Ginny Mountain.

For Our Elders: Jeff Barton, Judy Davis, Tina Sedlock, Terry Linnig, Haley Linnig, Eric Palumbo,
Brett Recen and Hal Koontz.

For our Vision Team:Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Liz Hill, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton

Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer for PC(USA) Missionaries Greg and Chris Callison, Carolyn Kurtz,
Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera Belachew.

And last but not least:
1. Tuesday Bible study is studying Revelation, 10 AM in the Lounge. See
Craig Reynolds for more information.

2. Thursday Night Women's Bible Study resumes February 2nd at 7 PM in the Church
Lounge. All women are invited to join. Contact Teresa Wilbur for more information.
3. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds
for more information.

4. Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for February are:

Soup and Canned Fruit. These itmes may be dropped off in the
Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office during the week.

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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February, 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir

5

7

6

8

Thu
2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

Prayer 3 pm
Women's Bible
Study 7 PM

9

ECO Gathering in
Goodyear 10 AM

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3 pm

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir

12

14

13

15

Women's Bible
Study 7 PM

16

17

18

Happy Valentine's Day
Men’s Breakfast

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3 pm

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

19

7:30—8:30 am
Randy’s Café

Deacon's Meeting
2 PM

20

21

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM
7 - 8:15 Choir

22

Chaparral
& Hayden

Women's Bible
Study 7 PM

23

24

25

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

Handbells
6 - 6:50 PM

Newsletter
articles due

7 - 8:15 Choir

Cafe Justo Available

26

27

Prayer 3 pm
Women's Bible
Study 7 PM

28

Praise Band 8 am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Sunday School
10:45 am

“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”
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Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His ministry, So
that our community and our world, Will know His grace.

Our Mission Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com

3421 N. Hayden Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
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Mission Statement
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ,
Moved by His power,
Motivated by His love,
Equipped for His ministry,
So that our community and our world,
will know His grace.
“ A n d surely I am with you always… ”

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Church e-mail
info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh25@gmail.com
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