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“You will not fear the terror of night,
        nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
       nor the plague that destroys at midday." 

Pastor's Column
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I know what you are thinking: “When will the church building open up again?” and “When 
will things return to normal?” The short answer is “When it is safe to do so” and “Normal 
will looks a bit different for some time to come.” The good news is that our large sanctuary 
will make social distancing a bit easier for us once we relaunch. The bad news is that, 
because most of our congregation is high-risk (60 and older), the SPC wait time until 
relaunch will be longer that it will be for some other churches. At this point, the session

In His service, Pastor Bruce 

Psalm 91:5-6

does not anticipate our holding any live worship services during the month of June.
Recently, I was part of a Zoom meeting with other pastors in south Scottsdale. Here are some of the ways which 

all of these Scottsdale pastors expect live worship services will be different for some time to come:
• All worshippers will be encouraged to wear facemasks
• Extra facemasks will be available to those who forgot to bring one
• Some doors designated as “Entrance” and others as “Exit” so that members do not bump into each other.
• No greeters
• No bulletins
• Every other pew taped off or every other row of chairs removed.
• Sitting six feet apart on seats that remain
• No singing by the congregation or only singing with masks on
• No hymnals
• No passing of the peace
• No passing of the offering plates but using offering boxes in the back
• No coffee hour
• No Sunday School, nursery, or children’s ministry for awhile
• Bottles of hand sanitizers strategically placed.

SPC’s own Relaunch Team will be working though all these issues, and many more, so that we can relaunch in a safe way. 
As these plans develop, we will share them with you to keep everyone informed.

Two other factors must be kept in mind: (1) not everyone will feel comfortable about coming back at the same time, and 
(2) we now have people worshiping with us online who have never been to a live worship service at SPC. That means,
even after we begin live worship again, we will need to maintain a robust presence in the internet that includes online
worship, online Bible Studies, and online support for small group leaders. A collabortive plan for doing that, together with
Mountain View Presbyterian Church and Fountain Hills Presbyterian, is making its way through all three sessions.

Continue to be in prayer for our church and our church leaders. The same God who promised “You will not fear the terror 
of night… nor the plague that destroys at midday” leads us still.



The SPC Music Ministry is taking new pathways with the intervention 
of Social Distancing into our lives!  I’ll try to list some of the ways my 
life has changed!

Participating in worship sitting on my office chair in front of my 
computer!
Some Sunday’s going to “virtual” services 3X, twice in the morning 
(Traditional and Contemporary at Mt View)  and once in the evening 
(a friend’s church in CA)!
Taking sermon notes weekly that are shared with SPC’s Prayer Team
Watching for and listening to new song ideas for future SPC Worship 
(several new contemporary songs as well as interesting settings of 
familiar hymns)
Making 2 12-15 minute recordings on the organ to be used for 
Prelude music for the Sunday Live-Streaming Service
Making a 12-15 minute recording with Brett R using digital keyboard 
and guitar
Enjoying the process of being recorded by Kirk Sexton, a Mt View 
Pastor/AV Team member and former intern here at SPC when I first 
came on staff.
Composing and arranging new songs
Keeping the Prayer Team up-dated on Prayer Requests
Serving on the Re-Launch Team with my primary focus on keeping 
musicians socially distanced apart as well as well-away from 
microphones which are now “germ catchers” in my mind
Like all of you, learning how to wear a face mask and remain happy 
at the same time! I do have a musical face mask which helps!
Lots of sorting going on in my music office!
On my personal time, helping to create a virtual GreenStone Ministry 
Memorial Day Picnic video with short clips from friends of the ministry 
in England, Canada, Qatar, Ethiopia and of course locally.
Finally discovering the joys of ZOOM-ing with the choir after Sunday 
worship!  We share, pray and just enjoy each other’s company!  On 
Mother’s Day we each talked about our mothers.  What a blessing!

Take care!  Love, Carol



Prayer Requests 
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please email Carol Petersen, carolpetersen@mac.com  to have your 
requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule - Joint Live-Streaming
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June 2020 Preaching/Teaching Schedule

Scottsdale Presbyterian & Mt. View Presbyterian Churches
“Songs for the Journey”

(A Study of A Long Obedience in the Same Direction and the Psalms of 
Ascent)

Worship Sundays at 9:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:00 AM
Go to https://www.youtube.com/c/mtviewpres.

Wednesday June 3rd                 
Title:  Discipleship
                Scripture:  Jeremiah 12:5
       Theme:  A Life Worth Living
       Teacher:  Steve, Lyn and Bruce (intro to series)

June 7th & 10th   
Title:   Repentance
       Scripture:  Ps. 120
       Theme:  Christian conscience and the decision to go in the truth of 
       Christ.                       
       Preacher:  Steve
  Teacher:   Lyn

June 14th & 17th 
Title:   Providence
  Scripture:  Ps. 121
  Theme:  Doing Things God’s Way
  Preacher:  Steve
Teacher:   Bruce



June 21st & 24th 
Title:   Worship
  Scripture  Ps. 122
  Theme:  Worship is the structure of Life in Christ
  Preacher: Steve
Teacher:   Lyn

June 28th & July 1st 
Title:  Service      
  Scripture:  Ps. 123
  Theme:   Being Christ’s Servant in the World
  Preacher: Bruce
Teacher:  Steve

Proposal for Future Collaboration among three ECO Presbyterian Churches

God is working in unexpected ways during these days of social distancing. Earlier this year, the 
sudden move from live worship services to online worship services was a disruptive time filled with 
apprehension for churches around the world. We grieved the loss of time spent together with 
Christian friends even as we mourned the mounting losses around us of jobs, health, and loved 
ones. This season has also revealed a spiritual hunger beyond the walls of our churches. For ECO 
congregations, the attendance numbers for virtual worship services has regularly exceeded the pre-
pandemic numbers of worshippers present for physical services. These new worshippers—our 
neighbors—need Christ too. How will we respond? How can we continue to engage with our 
neighbors and invite them to take the next steps in Christian discipleship?
Mountain View, Fountain Hills and Scottsdale Presbyterian Churches have enjoyed a long history 
of mutual encouragement, prayer, and collaboration with one another. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has propelled us into deeper levels of helping and supporting each other. We intend, with God’s 
help, to explore additional ways of collaborating with one another in order to build flourishing 
churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ.
Our next step toward deeper collaboration among our three congregations will be the 
implementation of a scalable plan to encourage and support each other in the areas of worship and 
Christian discipleship. This plan is designed to help us both in the present and in future be more 
effective in the mission of Jesus Christ. Elements of this next step will include:
• Using the same weekly preaching texts and themes at all three churches (beginning in June)
• Testing the capacity to use recorded sermons during live worship services (by August)
• Holding collaborative mid-week Bible studies, tied to weekly preaching texts and themes,           
which will be available online (beginning in June)
• Using recorded and live broadcast sermons and Bible studies as an element around which 
virtual and live small groups—what ECO calls micro expressions of the church—may be developed 
and sustained (beginning in May)
• Collaboratively holding brief, biweekly training sessions for small group leaders, held either 
virtually or live, which will support and strengthen these micro expressions of the church 
(beginning in June).

____________________________________________________________________________________



Emergency Food Drive 

We have totaled all the donations…the final weight is………….. 10,126 lbs!!!!!! 

This is such a great success! Thank you so much for all the support from the churches, 
the volunteers, charros and everyone who was involved.  

Again, thank you so much for such 
caring support from everyone 
involved 

Eduardo Durazo 
Vista del Camino Community Center 

Date/Time  
Saturdays @ 9 AM  
Sundays @ 10:30 AM 

Leader 
Paul Stirnaman 
Carol Peterson 

SCP Small Groups Meeting 

Group 
Saturday Bible Study 
Choir  
Session Third Tuesays @ 7 PM Bruce Johnson 

Four Principles for Continuing to Move Forward Faithfully 

1. We are guided by God through uncertainty. On the heels
of the powerful exodus, God’s people endured 40 years of
wandering and waiting in the wilderness. Through this, they
discovered they could depend on the manna and water God
provided. Today, Americans and those around the globe are
enduring our own “wilderness” season. As people of faith, we can draw on our
conviction and encourage each other in the confidence that we are not alone
because we trust in a Provider who is good.

2. We are guided by love of neighbor. Recent news featured
protestors challenging the statewide legislated restrictions
that they felt limit personal rights and liberties. While they
may or may not have valid political justification, the Christian
faith simply does not support putting self above others. When
asked by an expert in the law to name the greatest
commandment, Jesus offered an indivisible twofold response, “Love the Lord
your God … Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). As churches
consider when to reopen our doors, we must let love for our vulnerable neighbors
guide us.

__________________________________________________________________________________



3. We are guided by the best available science. In Micah 6:8 we are
called to “walk humbly with God,” the need for which we may feel
even more acutely in vulnerable, uncertain times like we’re facing
now. This humility should lead us to keep being guided by the best
available science that enables us to protect our communities. As
we keep learning from people who God has gifted to do rigorous
science, we will find the best ways to do ministry and worship together while
mitigating health risks.

4. We are guided to rejoice and find meaning even in our current trials.
Finally, although all of us are eager to return to “normal,”
Christians are equipped to find meaning in our current
circumstances. Through history, our identity has been shaped
when circumstances were not as we would have chosen.
Today, followers of Jesus can celebrate and participate in the
small acts of kindness and love in a world that feels particularly
chaotic. We can call an older adult in isolation or a friend who was just laid off.
We can volunteer at a local food bank. We can support local businesses by
ordering takeout. As people who have discovered meaning in the person of
Jesus, we can live that out even—and perhaps particularly—in these difficult
circumstances, as “the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).

Taken from Kent Annan, Jamie Aten, and Nicolette Louissaint, Guide to Reopening 
Church Services (Wheaton, IL: Humanitarian Disaster Institute, 2020), p. 19.  

An Example of Planning for the New Normal 

One of our sister ECO churches, Crestwood Presbyterian Church in Midlothian, 
Virginia, has developed this three-stage plan before relaunching live worship services. 
SPC is in the midst of formulating out own relaunch plans. 





……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.  

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.

For Our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner, 
Jeffrey Barton

Be in and prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for 
our freedom.   Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, 
and Pastor Tazera Belachew. 

It is with sadness that we report that Arlene Dawson passed away over 
the weekend.  Please be in prayer for her family and for Jeffrey Barton 
who took care of Arlene's needs these last few years.
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Session 7pm
     Zoom
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FB Messinger Live
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Bible Study 9am
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Our r r r Mission    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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