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1 Peter 3:15-16

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may 
be ashamed of their slander."  

In His service, Pastor Bruce

Pastor's Column
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Peter’s first epistle was written to the “exiles” living in Asia Minor, located in 
modern-day Turkey. These exiled Christians were ostracized for their faith and suffered 
persecution. They were insulted and slandered, sometimes at the hands of their own family 
members. Instead of living in fear of such opposition, Peter calls on them to be prepared to 
explain their faith. “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have.” 

The Greek word Peter uses for “give an answer to” is apologia. Apologetics is the 
discipline that deals with a rational defense of the Christian faith. Learning more about 
apologetics helps us answer the common questions people have about Christianity. Here are 
some examples. 

 Why does evil exist if the world was created by an all-good, all-powerful  God?
 How do we know Christianity is true in light of the numerous religions that exist in

the world?
 Doesn’t science contradict the Bible or disprove God?
 It doesn’t really matter what I believe, does it? Just as long as my belief helps me, that is what

matters, right?
 How come Christians teach the Trinity when the Bible never uses that word?

Beginning this month, my sermons will focus on apologetics, helping to prepare all of us 
to answer other people’s faith questions. As we do that, notice three other things in the counsel St. 
Peter gives about how we are to defend our faith:

1. OUR FOCUS. Always start by cherishing Christ in your heart. We are defending Christ,
the One we love and the one who commands us to love others.

2. OUR ATTITUDE. We are to speak “with gentleness and respect.” Be polite.
3. OUR BEHAVIOR. We are to walk the walk as we talk the talk.

May God help us be winsome and wise as we help answer the faith questions of others.



and 

Happy New Year Leap Year!

We are a blessed people - the people of God!

I’ve never been one to make New Year’s resolutions but I like to think I am 
someone who is loyal and committed all year round! As the new year 2020 
begins, I am thankful for loyal and committed friends I’ve known over the years 
who have been and remain committed choir members faithful to their church’s 
music ministry!  May I remind you that each one of us appreciates being 
thanked.  As the new year begins, I suggest a resolution to be grateful for those 
who commit to lives of service in the music ministry.  If you are one of those 
please consider yourself thanked from me personally and from your friends 
here at this community of believers! 

Happy New Year, everyone!
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Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the church office or email info@scottsdalechurch.com to have 
your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

January 5 Acts 2:22-41 Reasonable Hope: The Cross
January 12 Psalm 19 Reasonable Hope: The Word 
January 19 John 1:1-14 Reasonable Hope: The Story
January 26 Galatians 1:1-24 Reasonable Hope: The Challenge

Annual Meeting, January 26
Our annual congregational meeting will be held in the sanctuary 
following worship on Sunday, January 26th. Come rejoice with us in 
all that God is doing in and through Scottsdale Presbyterian Church. 
Printed annual reports are expected to be available in the Narthex the 
Sunday before.

Flourishing Disciples Huddles continue on January 12th  

Are you interested in growing closer to Christ and helping others do 
the same? As part of our two-year-long emphasis of Flourishing 
Discipleship, we are holding monthly “huddles” focused on those 
very things. The skill set we are passing on is how create an 
individual plan for spiritual growth. These huddles will be held one 
month following coffee hour in the church lounge. The next Huddle is 
scheduled for Sunday January 12th. All are welcome to be part of 
these gatherings.  

_________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________

Artists in Residence in Concert on January 19th at 6:00 PM

Christiano Rodrigues and Karen Nguyen will present their next Duo Project concert this 
month on January 19th at 6:00 PM.

Together, Christiano and Karen will be holding a series of Sunday afternoon 
music concerts in our sanctuary and well as playing often for us during 
worship. This is one of the ways our congregation will seek to engage with our 
neighbors in the coming year. We encourage you not only to attend these 
concerts, but to invite your neighbors and friend to join us and to stick around 
after each concerts to talk with others who attend.

Three people from our congregation are preparing to travel to Texas for the 2020 ECO National 
Gathering: Pastor Bruce, elder Brett Recen, and our Presbytery’s new moderator Laurie Johnson. The theme 
this year is “Interconnected.” In ECO, one of our core values is Our Mutual Spurring, meaning that the 
strength of our covenant community is how we challenge one another to constantly transform. In the midst 
of that transformation is where we make the very biggest impact for Christ. Our prayer is that we would 
always remember that we are not alone on our ministry journey. We are interconnected in relationship with 
churches and covenant partners across the country who want you and your congregation to flourish in order 
that God’s kingdom may be made known throughout our communities and the world. The National 
Gathering begins with a pre-conference on February 3rd and ends with the Synod business meeting on 
February 6th.

ECO National Gathering to be held in Grapevine, Texas
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 Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner For our Vision Team: 
and Jeff Barton

……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…

1

2.

Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera 
Belachew.   

And last but not least: 
Thursday night Women's Bible study : Will return later in the year. 
See Theresa Wilbur for more information.

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds for more 
information. 

Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for January are Deodorant & Canned 
Beans. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday morning or in the 
Church Office during the week.

Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 

President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 
For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

11

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 

8:00 - 9:00 am
Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 
& Hayden 

Newsletter 
articles due 

2

13

January, 2019

Praise Band 8am 
Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 
10:45 am 

43

5 10

12 15

20

18

21 22 25

28

14

24

26 27

17

19

16

6 7

Session 7 pm

23

Prayer 3pm 

Prayer 3pm 

29

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3pm 

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

 Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

9
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8

30 31

Prayer 3pm 

Concert 6pm

Annual Meeting 10:45
 following Worship



Scottsdale Presbyterian Church 

Vol 40 Issue 1
January, 2020
Since 1958
The Messenger is published monthly by Scottsdale Presbyterian Church —USPS 4860000 

Periodical postage paid at Scottsdale, AZ. Postmaster send address changes to: 

3421 N. Hayden Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
(480)946-4207
Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com 

Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Our r r r Mision    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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