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“Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of 
the opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though 
seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to 
each person."

In His service, Pastor Bruce

Pastor's Column
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Beginning last month, my sermons have been focusing on 
Christian apologetics. “Apologetics,” from the Greek word apologia, means “the practice of offering an 
appeal and a defense for the Christian faith.” It is, in the words of Colossians 4:5, making sure “you 
will know how you should respond to each person.” 

One tool for the work of apologetics is learning how Christ fulfilled messianic 
prophecies. I focused on that very thing as a teenager, using 3 by 5 cards to keep track of where the 
words from the Old Testament are applied by New Testament writers as proof that Jesus really was the 
Anointed One sent from God. These prophecies were greatly used by God to help the Early Church 
grow.

I promised that I would share a little bit of my 3 by 5 card file in this month’s church 
newsletter. As you reflect on list below, or look up the scriptures listed there, remember that Jesus went 
to the cross out of love for you and me. God, in Christ, already loves us completely. God bless you!

Colossians 4:5

How Christ’s Death Fulfilled Prophecy
Prophecy Old Testament  Fulfillment
Thirty pieces of silver Zechariah 11:12 Matthew 26:14-15
Betrayal by a friend Psalm 55:12-14 Matthew 26:49-50
Money to the potter Zechariah 11:13 Matthew 27:5-7
Forsaken by disciples Zechariah 13:7 Matthew 26:56; Mark 14:27
Accused falsely Psalm 35:11 Matthew 26:59-60
Hit, spit upon Isaiah 50:6 Matthew 26:6-7
Silent before accusers Isaiah 53:7 Matthew 27:12, 14
Wounded, beaten Isaiah 53:5 Matthew 27:26, 29
Hands and feet pierced Psalm 22:16 Luke 23:33
Crucified with thieves Isaiah 53:12 Mark 15:27-28
Prayed for persecutors Isaiah 53:12 Luke 23:34
People at the cross… 
     gaped Psalm 22:17 Luke 23:35
     ridiculed him Psalm 22:8 Matthew 27:41, 43
     shook their heads Psalm 109:25 Matthew 27:39
     gambled for clothes Psalm 22:18 John 19:23-24
Forsaken cry Psalm 22:1 Matthew 27:46
Given gall and vinegar Psalm 69:21 John 19:28-29
Commits self to God Psalm 31:5 Luke 23:46
Friends afar off  Psalm 38:11 Luke 23:49
Bones not broken Psalm 34:20 John 19:33, 36
Darkness at noon Amos 8:9 Matthew 27:45
Buried in a rich man’s tomb Isaiah 53:9 Matthew 27:57-60



February 2020 - Carol Petersen, Director of Music

Over the past few days the Lord showed up in my life in an amazingly personal way.  As always, 
the Lord knows in advance what we need most and what we need to prepare for the future.  As I 
share the events that unfolded in this article, I hope you will appreciate with me the profound 
awe and wonder which the Lord added to my life.

Last week a group of friends from the GreenStone Ministry began to pray together for a couple 
of hours on Tuesday morning.  We met in the choir room at church.  I believe those prayers 
together started the process that eventually unfolded events of the past few days!

Every year at about this time of year a Christian conference is held near my home in Mesa.  I 
have attended them in person over several years hearing inspiring messages from international 
prayer and prophetic leaders in a beautiful atmosphere of worship.  I decided not to go this year 
but received an email message that the conference would be streaming live on youtube.
I tuned in to hear most of the Friday evening gathering and was very impressed with both the 
worship and the speaker, Cindy Jacobs.  The church host was Hillsong and they are well known 
for their beautiful contemporary music worship teams.  

One song really spoke to my heart as I listened so I wrote down the title in hopes of finding it on 
the CCLI license which SPC subscribes to.  The name was Way Maker and sure enough it is on 
CCLI. The song was played 2 times during the evening, at the begining and near the end.

On Saturday I heard about the Awaken 2020 gathering at Sun Devil Statium in Tempe.  Again I 
was hoping to be a part of it and pleased it was also going to stream live on YouTube.  One of 
the big draws for the evening was the appearance of Kanye West with the mass choir he sings 
with.  I tuned in just as the choir began and was absolutely transformed into the inspiring 
worship.  The evening progressed with other music teams.  A small but very worshipful team 
began to sing —  Way Maker.  Of course I I took note of it.

On Sunday morning as I drove to church I was listening to the Christian music station and as I 
drove out of my garage, the first song was Way Maker!  I had decided to play it for the Praise 
Band that morning and Rosabelle quickly spoke up saying she knew it from Africa.  They sang it 
in her local church.  She also told us that Way Maker was written by a Nigerian woman.  So the 
story just keeps getting better.

As I drove home, the radio station again was playing Way Maker.  By now I’m feeling a very 
obvious hand of the Lord directing us to include this song in the SPC praise band epertoire.  

On monday night I visited by phone with a friend from California who often shares with me 
songs that he likes that he sings in his church.  It’s fun to hear from him about what’s being sung 
in churches that serve primarily a young adult congregation.  As he began to list the songs, he 
hesitated a moment as he was thinking and the first song he shared was — wait for it — Way 
Maker!  

On Tuesday morning at my prayer group we listened to Way Maker and both of the women with 
me said they they had been singing it in their local congregations, one in Ethiopia and one in 
Glendale!  Sometimes God is so obvious there is just no way to avoid Him.  Other times He’s 
less obvious as we all know.  We will all be hearing and singing Way Maker soon!  If you are 
curious, you may want to listen to it on youtube. I hope you hear it sung by the woman who 
wrote it!    And if you’re lucky, 105.5 may play it for you like they did for me!  God bless you!



Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the church office or email info@scottsdalechurch.com to have 
your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

February 2   Guest Preacher    Bob Simmons 
February 9   Hebrew 11:32-12:3      Reasonable Hope: Our Deeds
February 16   1 Peter 3:13-22    Reasonable Hope: With Humility
February 23   Mark 4:1-20    Reasonable Hope: With Imagination

Flourishing Disciples Huddles continue on February 9th  

Are you interested in growing closer to Christ and helping others do the 
same? As part of our two-year-long emphasis of Flourishing Discipleship, 
we are holding monthly “huddles” focused on those very things. The skill 
set we are passing on is how create an individual plan for spiritual growth. 
These huddles will be held one month following coffee hour in the church 
lounge. The next Huddle is scheduled for Sunday February 9th. All are 
welcome to be part of these gatherings.  

Church Security Team Forming

In response to the increase in active shooter incidents in 
places of worship, the session has authorized the formation of 
a Church Security Team. This team will be charged with 
creating an emergency response plan for SPC and 
implementing that plan. An introduction to best 
practices in safety training/active shooter preparedness will be part of the Community 
Navigator Training at the Annual Faith Breakfast, 8:00 to 10:30 AM on Tuesday, March 24th at 
HonorHealth’s Shea Medical Center. An initial planning meeting for our Church Security Team 
will occur soon after that breakfast. If you are interested in helping to form this team, please 
speak with Pastor Bruce.
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Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 at 3:00 PM
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church

Spend a thoughtful Palm Sunday afternoon reflecting on the Story of Holy Week

From one of the most popular Baroque composers comes an enduring work for soprano and 
alto soloists and chamber orchestra based on the Stabat Mater sequence, a 13th Century hymn 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The opening of the Latin text, “Stabat mater, dolorosa,” or “the 
sorrowful mother was standing,” began a portrayal in 20 tercets of the suffering of Christ’s 
mother on Good Friday as she watched her son’s crucifixion on Golgotha.  The hymn has 
inspired scores of composers, from the time of its origin to the present day, including Francis 
Poulenc, Aarvo Pärt, and James MacMillan.  Bach’s recasting of Pergolesi’s version as a 
cantata keeps the same voice parts, with a richer orchestration, and text based on the German 
Psalm 51 (“God annul all my transgressions”).  Haydn’s symphony, with a theatrical origin, 
softens the mood for a hopeful conclusion.

A pre-concert discussion starting at 2 PM will consider the recurring themes of life, suffering, 
death, and hope in portrayed in music generally, and particularly in the Stabat Mater.
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Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera 
Belachew.   

And last but not least: 
Thursday night Women's Bible study : Will return later in the year. 
See Theresa Wilbur for more information.

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds for more 
information. 

Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for February are Soup & Canned 
Fruit. These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday morning or in the 
Church Office during the week.

Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care:

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 
Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

11
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 

8:00 - 9:00 am
Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 
& Hayden 

Newsletter 
articles due 

2

13

February, 2019

Praise Band 8am 
Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 
10:45 am 

43 5

10 12 15

2018 21 22

25 28

14

24 26 27

17 1916

6 7

Session 7 pm

23

Prayer 3pm 

Prayer 3pm 

29

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3pm 

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

 Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

9
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Prayer 3pm 
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Our r r r Mision    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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