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Pastor's Column
“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David….He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.”
Luke 2:4-5

Last month, I was invited by Mayor Lane to be on Scottsdale’s Complete Count
Committee for the 2020 U.S. Census. The estimate is that our city will receive $3,000 annually
in federal grants and funding for every person within the city limits who is counted in next year’s
census. This will mean more money for such day-to-day concerns as roadwork, fire safety, and
law enforcement. So, a complete count is a very desirable goal. While we met to discuss all this,
I also learned that the very first U.S. Census took place in 1790. It was conducted by Federal
Marshals on horseback. Next year, experts expect 70% of us will complete the census online.
Time marches on.
The most famous census in history took place during the reign of Caesar
Augustus (after whom the month of August is named). Augustus significantly expanded the
Roman Empire’s provinces through military conquest. He also instituted sweeping changes in
how those the lands would be taxed. Instead of different tax rules for different provinces,
Augustus determined that consistent and direct taxation by Rome itself would stabilize the
Empire’s cash flow. The tax rates in provinces would be determined through a population
census, with fixed revenue quotas set for each province.
This is the background to how the Christmas story opens in Luke’s Gospel: “In those
days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.”
It was the sweep of an empire that drew Joseph and Mary south to Bethlehem. That is where an
old prophecy was fulfilled: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are
from of old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2).
As this holiday season begins, may we all be attentive to the God who not only
moves Empires but moves in the heart of His people. “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”
God bless you this advent season and always.
In His service, Pastor Bruce
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Page 1

December 2019 - Carol Petersen, Director of Music
The planning begins in the summer and now we are days away from the beginning of Advent!
One summer project for the music ministry is to begin the process of preparing for Advent and
Christmas by selecting the music. Following the lead of the pastor who provides a
Preaching Schedule which includes sermon themes and scripture references for the next 6
months or so, the search begins for appropriate music for each sunday up to and including
Advent and Christmas! After weeks of prayerful seaching, selection of the music is completed.
Sometime in early October, the choir enjoys their first read-through of both the Advent and
Christmas music. Regular rehearsals continue until we finally reach the first Sunday of Advent
which this year is December 1.
The following is a preview of this year’s SPC Advent and Christmas music. I wish there were
sound samples but that will have to wait until you come to worship! Throughout December, as
usual we will sing our favorite Advent and Christmas Carols!

O Come, Let Us Adore Him
Sunday, December 1 - Advent 1 HOPE “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” - Handbell Choir
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” - Choir with Cello
Sunday, December 8 - Advent 2 PEACE “I Hear the Prophet Callin’” - Choir with percussion
Sunday, December 15 - JOY “African Noel” - Dave and Jean Perry (Arizona composers)
Sunday, December 22 - LOVE - “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Sleepers Wake) Choir with Instruments
“Go Tell it Where I Send Thee” - Choir with Instruments
Christmas Eve December 24 - “Carol of the Bells” - Choir, Handbells with Instruments
“The Inn at the End of the World” (O Come to my Heart, Lord Jesus) Choir with Instruments
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” with Organ, Choir, Instruments and Congregation
Candles on the Patio - “Silent Night” - Guitar

Come and Worship with your Family and Friends
Do you know the story of “Silent Night”, the world’s favorite Christmas Carol? A few years ago I
visited a small chapel in Austria that commemorates “Silent Night”. The catholic church where it
was first sung is gone but the chapel was built in its place. The music director at the original
church was called upon to play the guitar for the Christmas Eve service after being told by the
parish priest that the pipe organ was unplayable due to hungry mice chewing holes in
the bellows and the organ repairman could not make it thorugh the snowstorm in time for the
service. The Carol “Silent Night,” was birthed for that Christmas Eve service with music and
text collaboratively provided by the priest and music director. Since guitars were not as
acceptable in the church as they are today, sadly “Silent Night” was stored away in the dark
basement of a library, only to be re-discovered years later and thankfully brought back to life for
you and me to enjoy! True story!

Prayer Requests
Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you,
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have.
Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email
info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your requests added to the prayer chain.

Preaching Schedule
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24
December 29

Matthew 1:1-17
Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 1:1-25
Luke 1:167-80
Luke 2:8-20
Guest Preacher

A Season of Hope
A Season of Peace
A Season of Joy
A Season of Love
A Season for Christ

___________________________________________________________________
Christmas Eve Worship
December 24th
5:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service
Lessons, Carols, Musical Ensemble
_________________________________________________________________
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Adopt-a-Family Holiday Program
This year, 200 families, will be enrolled at the Vista del Camino
Holiday Adopt-a-Family program. Our church is adopting one of
those families. Beginning December 1st, “Tags” will available to be
picked up from our “Angel Tree” in the church Narthex. Each tag
has suggested gifts to purchase for our adopted family. Please bring
in your unwrapped gift, along the tags by Sunday, December 15th.
Thank you!
_____________________________________________________________________________
Angel Tree is Coming
Tags are available to be picked up from our “Angel Tree” in the
church Narthex beginning December 15th. Each tag has a
suggested gift card amount to purchase for people in need. These
cards are used by our church during the holidays and throughout
the year to help those in need. Please bring in gift your cards
along with the tags by Sunday, December 24th.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Johannes Brahms
Sonatas for Piano and Cello

Sunday, December 1st
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church
2:00 PM Pre-Concert Talk
3:00 PM Recital
Christiano Rodrigues, Violin
Karen Nguyen, Piano
Free Admission
Donations Appreciated
THE DUO PROJECT

_____________________________________________________________________________
FREE Devotional Booklet for the Advent
A snowy landscape. A beaming lamppost. A world where it is
always winter and never Christmas. The opening scenes of C. S.
Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe set the stage,
and readers young and old await Aslan’s return to Narnia,
bringing with him the joy of Christmas.
While Lewis doesn’t mention the birth of Christ specifically, he
writes out of a deep sense of wonder and joy at the Incarnation
as a world-transforming event: The Word becoming flesh (John
1:18). In one famous essay Lewis called it “The Grand Miracle.”
Be sure to pick up your copy of The Grand Miracle: Daily
Reflections for the Season of Advent. This full-color, 64-page
booklet features the writings of C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien,
Dorothy Sayers, George MacDonald, and others, with daily
reflections penned by modern writers and scholars (several whom have worked with our own
Pastor Bruce).

… and Give a Prayer and Praise
Please keep the following people in your prayers this month:
President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.
Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus
Team and Vision Team.
For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.
For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard,
Pat Cook and Natallie Day.
For Our Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and
Paul Stirnaman.
For our Vision Team: Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner
and Jeff Barton
Be in prayer for our troops, as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.
Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera
Belachew.

And last but not least:
1 Thursday night Women's Bible study : Will return in the new year.
See Theresa Wilbur for more information.

2. Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office. See Craig Reynolds for more
information.
3

Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for December are Mac and Cheese.
These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office
during the week.
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December, 2019
Sun

Mon

1

2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Prayer 3pm

Adult Bible Study
10:45 am

8

9

10

11

12

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Christmas
Concert
Tremble Clefs
Choir
1pm

Adult Bible Study
10:45 am
Prayer 3pm

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:00 - 9:00 am

Praise Band 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Randy’s Café

Adult Bible Study

Chaparral
& Hayden

10:45 am

22

Session 7 pm

23

24
Candlelight
Worship
5pm

PraiseBand 8am
Worship 9:30 am

Adult Bible Study

25

Christmas

Prayer 3pm

Newsletter
articles due

26

27

28

10:45 am

29
PraiseBand 8am

30

31

New Year's Eve

Worship 9:30 am

Adult Bible Study
10:45 am
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ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace.
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ. Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His
Ourr Mision Statement

Email: Info@scottsdalechurch.com
Website: www.scottsdalechurch.com

3421 N. Hayden Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
(480) 946-4207
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CHURCHH STAFF
Pastor
Bruce Johnson
bruce@scottsdalechurch.com
Director of Music
Carol Petersen
Manager
Jane Cicinelli
Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of
the age.'"
Matthew 28:18-20

"Therefore go and make disciples . . ." Matthew 28:19

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00am to 1:00pm
Church e-mail
info@Scottsdalechurch.com
Website
www.scottsdalechurch.com
Newsletter Editor
Liz Hill
Lannh2@gmail.com
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