
Scottsdale Presbyterian Church 
The Messenger 

October, 2019 Vol.394 Issue 10  Since 1958 

Proverbs 11:28

“Those who trust in their riches will fall,
         but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.”

itself. Yet each skill prepares the way for something else. They build 
upon one another. 
 Flourishing as a disciple of Jesus Christ is also a series of small 
victories which build upon one another. Sometimes there are spiritual 
setbacks, just as sometimes a child must be taught more than once how 
to tie their own shoes. However, with persistence and encouragement, 
the child eventually learns the lesson. So too you and I grow in Christ 
through persistence and encouragement. Many small spiritual victories 
point us over time in the same direction: a growing intimacy with 

• SPECIFIC. It is not a story in general [“When in the course of human events…”], but a specific      
story [“I have been trying to become more consistent in praying for our neighbor Fred”].
• HONEST. It is not an idealized version of life [“Like me, Fred is always happy”], but a real 
depiction of how life always includes challenges [“Like me, Fred is imperfect, and his grumpiness is 
well known on our street”].  
• REDEMPTIVE. It includes “good news” of how God is at work around us. This could be either 
a spiritual step forward [“I am now praying for Fred every day”] or a setback which leads to wisdom 
[“I’ve seen no change Fred, but my prayers for him are changing me”]. 
Join me in celebrating small victories which lead us in the right direction.

In His service, Pastor Bruce

Pastor's Column
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 Kindergarten teachers are experts at celebrating small victories. 
My grandmother Johnson certainly was. She taught Kindergarten for four 
decades and knew well all the things young minds must master at five 
years of age. There are things like colors, letters and numbers, tying your 
own shoes, and tidying up after your own messes. Each of these 
accomplishments is small in and of 

Christ. So, small spiritual victories should be celebrated.
 Recently, we have begun setting aside time to hear examples of small spiritual victories 
in each other’s lives. Such flourishing stories are meant to celebrate the fact that people in our 
church are growing spiritually. The plan is for each story to have three characteristics:



October, 2019
Carol Petersen, Director of Music

 “all nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres” 

In 2 days I will be departing on a fall road-trip that will take me to three 
reunions.  The first will be in the Denver area where former teacher friends who lived 
and taught in the western suburbs of Denver will be together for the first time in 54 
years!  The second will be my high school class reunion, Class of ’56, in Harlan, Iowa 
and the third will be a college reunion, Dana College, Class of ’60 in eastern 
Nebraska.  I anticipate seeing nature in fall attire and I am hopeful for friendly 
conversations real-time with people I love and rarely see any more!   I also wish to re-
connect with my midwestern roots in meaningful ways by visiting the small Iowa 
community where I grew up and a farm in central Nebraska where they will be 
planting wheat!  I’m told it’s a late year for planting! 

I will stay with a former pastor and his wife in Albuquerque, a former piano 
student and her husband in Cloudcroft, NM and visit 2 Danish museums that house 
some of my pastor father’s archives. I look forward to visiting Taos, NM, White Sands, 
NM, and my former college which will soon be converted into a training and housing 
center for foster kids who graduate out of the system.  I feel very blessed to be able to 
go on this journey.  Many thanks to those who will step up in my absence! 

+ + + + + + + + 

What is an Artist in Residence?  We have 2 individuals, Christiano Rodrigues 
and Karen Nguyen who are 2019-20 Artists in Residence here at Scottsdale 
Presbyterian Church.  We will see and hear from these 2 very gifted musicians 
throughout the year and we welcome them into our church family in recognition of 
their musical gifts and their contribution to our worship and outreach community.  In 
exchange for our being blessed by their musical offerings, they are permitted to use 
the church to rehearse and prepare for their concert series.  Welcome, Christiano and 
Karen!   

++++++++++++ 

Our gratitude to those who supported the recent GreenStone Ministry-
sponsored film, LAMBADINA, a ministry fund-raiser!  It was a pleasure to watch a 
quality movie that has received multiple awards and has brought perspective to the 
lives of many Ethiopian young adults whose lives have been dramatically changed by 
historic civil unrest in Ethiopia.   
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Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email 
info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule

___________________________________________________________________
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Oct 6  Luke 15:11-32        The Center of a Disciple

Oct 13 Romans 5:1-11     The Character of a Disciple

Oct 20 Romans 5:12-21     The Knowledge of a Disciple

Oct 27 Colossians 1:24-2:5     The Mission of a Disciple

Flourishing Disciples Huddles continue October 13th 

Are you interested in growing closer to Christ and helping others do the same? As 
part of our two-year-long emphasis of Flourishing Discipleship, we are holding 
monthly “huddles” focused on those very things. The skill set we are passing on is 
how create an individual plan for spiritual growth. These huddles will be held one 
month following coffee hour in the church lounge. The next Huddle is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 13th. All are welcome to be part of these gatherings.  

Bring in your Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box (and Pledge Card) on November 12th 

Since 1993, more than 146 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have experienced 
God’s love through the power of simple shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas Child. 
Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and ministry partners to deliver the gifts and 
share the life-changing Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 2010, more than 11 million children 
who have received a shoebox gift have participated in The Greatest Journey—a 12-lesson 
discipleship program. Children learn from trained, local volunteers what it means to follow 
Jesus and share their faith with friends and family.

How to Pack a Shoe Box Gift
• Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age
category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
• Start with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball
with pump, or clothing outfit that will capture the child’s attention the instant
he or she opens the box.
• Fill it with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies to fill the
shoebox.
• Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. You
can also include a personal note and photo.



 Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner For our Vision Team: 
and Jeff Barton

……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…

3 Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for August are: Cereal and Toothpaste 

1

2.

Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera 
Belachew.   

And last but not least: 
Thursday night Women's Bible study : Will return Soon. 
See Theresa Wilbur for more information.

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds for more 
information. 

These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office 
during the week.

Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 

President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 

Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

11

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 

8:00 - 9:00 am
Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 
& Hayden 

Newsletter 
articles due 

2

13

October, 2019

Praise Band 8am 
Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 
10:45 am 

43 5

10 12

15

20

18

21 22 25

28

14

24 26

27

17 1916

6 7

Session 7 pm

Praise Band 8am

23

Prayer 3pm 

Prayer 3pm 

29 30

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

Prayer 3pm 

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

 Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

9

31
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Our r r r Mision    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 
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Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 
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Carol Petersen 

Manager 
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Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 
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www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 
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Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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