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Romans 8:25

“But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” 

In His service, Pastor Bruce

Pastor's Column
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Our Vision Team and Session have been hard at work on our next 
“Flourish Steps” as a congregation. We want to become better at our own spiritual growth so that 
we can help others place trust Christ and likewise follow Him. Seven have begun to be 
implemented at SPC this fall: 

1. I am preaching my fall sermon series on discipleship, using Dana
Allin’s book Simple Discipleship as a guide. Copies of that book were 
made available in the Narthex and it is being used as a discussion text 
during the Adult Sunday School class.
2. Various SPC people are giving short “Flourishing Stories”
during worship describing how they are each growing in their faith.
3. Our welcome card and our prayer card have been combined
into two sides of the same card, narrow size. (This is a strategy to
increase the percentage of worship visitors filling out a response card.)
4. We have designated Christiano Rodriguez and Karen Nguyen
as SPC Artists in Residence for the 2019-20 year Their Sunday
afternoon concerts are opportunities for church members to interact
with people in the community.
5. During worship, the challenge is being issued, “Who could you invite to attend a Sunday
afternoon concert? Start praying about it.”
6. Set up our church’s presence on multiple social media platforms (Instagram, Snapchat,
Facebook, etc.) so that a posting on one platform goes out to the other platforms.
7. As the church newsletter is emailed in pdf form, also include a few lines of text regarding
dates and time of upcoming events. That way, church members can copy and paste these blurbs in
order to invite friends to SPC events.
Each of these is a small step, but together they point in the same direction: becoming better at making
disciples. Let us follow Christ joyfully as a church and also seek out those outside of the church and
share with them the great news of hope in Christ.



  Sept 22 - Oct 6
A Note from Carol

From watching a farmer sewing winter wheat in a western 
Nebraska field next to a field already beginning to sprout, to gazing 
fondly at the Red Rocks Amphitheatre outside Denver,  to standing 
beneath a stealth bomber in the Strategic Air Command museum 
in eastern NE, to worship at my childhood Lutheran church in rural 
SW Iowa and finally climbing the dunes of White Sands, NM, on the 
final day of my 3500 mile Reunion/Vacation trip recently completed,  
this is a peak into a few of my new very special memories!

Many thanks to the individuals who stepped up here at SPC, 
providing beautiful music and leading worship in my absence! 

I was blessed to re-connect with former pastor and his wife, Dave 
and Cathy Philips, 13 HS classmates, 12 college classmates, 4 
teacher friends from my teaching days in Denver and a former 
piano student now living in NM.  

.
This rural Iowa church is where I first played the organ at age 12 
My father was the pastor and also where I was confirmed.
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Prayer Requests 

Our prayer chain consists of people who would be happy to pray for you, 
your loved ones, and for any other praises or concerns you may have. 

Please call the church office 480-946-4207 or email 
info@scottsdalechurch.com to have your requests added to the prayer chain. 

Preaching Schedule

___________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________ 

Flourishing Disciples Huddles continue on November 10th 

Are you interested in growing closer to Christ and helping others do the same? As 
part of our two-year-long emphasis of Flourishing Discipleship, we are holding 
monthly “huddles” focused on those very things. The skill set we are passing on is 
how create an individual plan for spiritual growth. These huddles will be held one 
month following coffee hour in the church lounge. The next Huddle is scheduled for 
Sunday November 10th. All are welcome to be part of these gatherings.  

Stewardship Sunday will be November 10th.  Please plan to turn in your pledge 
card and bring back the Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes that same day. 
Thank you!

November 3 Romans 12:1-13            The Ministry of a Disciple 
November 10 Colossians 3:1-17 Your Flouring Next Step 
November 17 Guest Preacher: Bob Simmons
November 24 1 Thessalonians 2:1-20  Flourishing Together

___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Vista Del Camino Thanksgiving Food Drive

Vista del Camino is seeking donations to provide about 500 food boxes for the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. Our church will be collecting donations throughout 
November. Their food box wish list includes $25 grocery gift cards (for a 
turkey or ham), stuffing mix, instant potatoes, jello, and the following canned 
goods: cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, corn, string beans, pumpkin, fruit, 
evaporated milk, chicken broth, and gravy



Qualities of the Mind: The Knowledge of a Disciple

In a sermon last month, Pastor Bruce mentioned the importance of growing in our 
understanding of scripture and suggested various resources to help with that. Here 
is an outline of those goals and resources: 

GOALS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 

1. Basic Old Testament Literacy
• Know some of the main figures of the Old Testament and their stories: Adam & Eve, Abraham &
Sarah, the 12 Tribes of Israel, Moses, King David, and some of the Old Testament prophets like Elijah,
Elisha, Isaiah, etc.

• Know the books of the Old Testament (all 39 of them), beginning with the four main sections of
the Old Testament:
The Law (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)
History (Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, etc.)
Poetry (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon)
Prophets Note this section is further divided into…
The Major Prophets (longer books like Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc.)
The Minor Prophets (Shorter books like Jonah, Micah, etc.)

2. Basic New Testament Literacy

• Know some of the main figures of the New Testament and their stories: Jesus Christ, Mary & Joseph,
King Herod, John the Baptist, the 12 Disciples, Pilate, and Apostle Paul.

• Know the books of the New Testament (all 27 of them), beginning with the four main sections of the
New Testament:
The Gospels (Mathew, Mark, Luke, John)
Acts Note, there is only one book in this category.
Letters Note this section is further divided into…
Paul’s Letters (Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, etc.)
General Letters (which were written by people other than Paul; this
     begins with Hebrews, James, etc.)
Revelation Note, there is only one book in this category.

RESOURCES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 

1. Read the Bible itself. Use a modern translation which has today’s language, like the New International
Version.

2. Keep track off which chapters you have read so that you will know each time you have finished reading the
scriptures all the way through. The American Bible Society has a handy chart for this purpose and copies of that
chart are available in the Narthex.

3. Consider owning a Study Bible which includes the text of the Bible and various helps for understanding it.
These could include introductory summaries of each book, maps, charts, cross-references to other Bible verses, etc.

4. Many websites can aid your understanding of scripture. Four great websites to get you started are:
• americanbible.org
• blueletterbible.org
• thebibleproject.com
• holylandphotos.org.
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2019-20 Artists in Residence 

Our congregation is in the unique position of having two Artists in Residence for the 2019-20 
year: Christiano Rodrigues and Karen Nguyen. Christiano was the first graduate violinist from the 
String Program at Nicholls State University. He holds a Master of Music degree from Rice 
University and recently completed his Doctor of Musical Arts in music degree at ASU. He is 
accomplished as a soloist, recitalist, chamber musician, and concertmaster. Karen Nguyen was an 
Arizona Musicfest College Scholar from 2011-15. She completed both her Bachelors degree and 
Masters in Music in piano performance at ASU. 

Together, Christiano and Karen will be holding a series of Sunday afternoon music concerts in our 
sanctuary as well as playing often for us during worship. This is one of the ways our congregation 
will seek to engage with our neighbors in the coming year. We encourage you not only to attend 
these concerts, but to invite your neighbors and friends to join us and to stick around after each 
concert to talk with others who attend.

Their next Sunday afternoon concert will be held on December 1st at 3:00. Who could you invite 
to attend that concert? Start praying about it.

SPC Name Tags

Are you interested in having an SPC magnetic name tag that you could wear every 
week? The cost is $9. If interested, please contact Jane at the church office or by email 
at Jane@ScottsdaleChurch.com  by Sunday November 3rd. Orders will be placed 
November 5th.

____________________________________________________________________
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 Pastor Bruce Johnson, Carol Petersen, Bob Howard, Rick Widner For our Vision Team: 
and Jeff Barton

……… and Give a Prayer and Praise…

1

2.

Be in prayer for our troops,  as well as their families, who are serving abroad for our freedom.   
Please be in additional prayer for Missionaries Carolyn Kurtz, Dorothy Hanson, and Pastor Tazera 
Belachew.   

And last but not least: 
Thursday night Women's Bible study : Will return Soon. 
See Theresa Wilbur for more information.

Thursday Prayer gathering is at 3 pm in the Church office.  See Craig Reynolds for more 
information. 

Vista del Camino needs our help. Donation items for November are Spaghetti & Sauce. 
These items may be dropped off in the Narthex on Sunday morning or in the Church Office 
during the week.

Please keep the following people in your prayers this month: 

President Donald Trump, Governor Doug Ducey and Mayor Jim Lane.

Prayers that our Youth will be filled with the Holy Spirit and God will do mighty things in their lives. For 
our church: That we will love God, one another and our neighborhood. Pastor, Staff, Elders, Family Focus 
Team and Vision Team.

For those receiving medical care and for homebound/long-term care.

For Our Family Focus Team: Gail Widner, Pat Reynolds, Heather George, Sherry Blanchard, 

Pat Cook  and Natallie Day. 

For    Our  Elders: Jeffrey Barton, Bob Howard, Tina Sedlock, Eric Palumbo, Brett Recen Jim Myers and 
Paul Stirnaman.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

11
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 

8:00 - 9:00 am
Randy’s Café 

Chaparral 
& Hayden 

Newsletter 
articles due 

2

13

November, 2019

Praise Band 8am 
Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 
10:45 am 

43 5

10 12 15

2018 21 22

25 28

14

24 26 27

17 19

16

6 7

Session 7 pm

Praise Band 8am

23

Prayer 3pm 

Prayer 3pm 

29 30

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

Prayer 3pm 

Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

 Praise Band 8am 

Worship 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 

10:45 am 

9
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Our r r r Mision    Statement    

Scottsdale Presbyterian Church joyfully follows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moved by His power, Motivated by His love, Equipped for His 

ministry, So that our community and our world, Will know His grace. 

CHURCHH STAFF 

Pastor 
Bruce Johnson 

bruce@scottsdalechurch.com 

Director of Music 
Carol Petersen 

Manager 
Jane Cicinelli 

Jane@scottsdalechurch.com

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am to 1:00pm 

Church e-mail 
info@Scottsdalechurch.com 

Website 
www.scottsdalechurch.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Liz Hill 

Lannh2@gmail.com 

Our Purpose
"Then Jesus came to them and said. 'All authority 
in heaven and on  earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age.'"                 Matthew 28:18-20
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