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Dear SPC friends,

First the big news: even in the middle of a worldwide coronavirus pandemic, God still rules and 
over rules all things. What a relief, right? It really is sweet to trust in Jesus in such a time as this.

Now that we have that cleared up, let me also add that we will not be having physical worship 
services together on Sunday mornings at SPC for the next eight weeks or more. Instead, we 
have partnered with our sister congregation, Mountain View Presbyterian Church, in order to 
broadcast live-streaming joint worship services at 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings. YES, 
THAT IS 30 MINUTES EARLIER THAN USUAL FOR US. But you could stay in your 
pajamas for worship if you wanted to—so maybe it balances out in the end. My dear friend 
Pastor Steve Beard and I will be trading off preaching duties every other week. Our Artists-in-
Residence, Christiano Rodrigues and Karen Nguyen, will open worship for us this coming 
Sunday, March 22nd. To view the entire live-steaming worship service this Sunday, visit our 
church’s website (scottsdalechurch.com) and click on the button “WORSHIP LIVE STREAM.” 
It’s that simple. It is also a great opportunity to tell friends and neighbors to log on to watch as 
well. Who know how God may use that opportunity to grow our church? There will even be a 
way to donate to SPC online during the offering part of the service.

This worship strategy is part of a sevenfold COVID-19 response plan which our session 
reviewed on Tuesday night. I will explain this plan in greater detail in next month’s church 
newsletter. For now, please know that our elders, our family focus leaders, and our church staff 
are hard at work to keep us connected, prayerful and growing as disciples during this odd season 
for our country and our world. I am also posting daily devotions called “15 Days of Hope” which 
you can read each day either on our church’s website or on the SPC Facebook page.

In writing to the church in Rome, the Apostle Paul confessed, “I long to see you so that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— that is, that you and I may be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s faith” (Romans 1:11-12). While we all may be feeling a similar 
longing during this time of self-distancing, I believe we will grow stronger in the faith and be 
even more connected to Christ and one another as a result of this experience.

Our church office will be closed until further notice, but you can call or email me anytime 
(Bruce@scottsdalechurch.com, SPC 480.946.4207, Cell 602.510.7764). The church’s voicemail 
will be checked daily. So, wash your hands, Say your prayers. Trust in Jesus always. The church 
remains the church, even when we are not physically together. I hope to see you (virtually) this 
Sunday.

In His service,

Pastor Bruce


