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From the Pastor’s Desk
Finally, brother, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable- if anything is excellent praiseworthy- think
about such things. Philippians 4: 8
When I listen to the news, I do not understand what has happened to the thinking of
people in our world. The recent 19-year-old Californian who enters a synagogue and then
kills three people with a rifle. He will be arraigned under hate crimes and murder charges.
This young man is not thinking as the Apostle Paul urged Christians to do. He is not even
in the same ball park. In the above quote, the Apostle Paul encourages us to watch
observe our thinking or bring it up a level, or several levels, to that level that would be
touch with a “ life worthy of the Gospel”. The Apostle Paul also called us to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind” Romans 12:2. What would it mean to have our
minds transformed.?
Before a behavior happens there must be a thought or reason behind it. We are moral
beings, and theologians say, we have an innate conscience and this conscience is
evidence of God’s existence. If God is good and a good bit of his goodness is flowing
through us, then good should come out of us. But it seems that the conscience of human
beings can be twisted. Human beings can do horrific things without conscience seemingly
bothering them. This where we must be challenged with the Biblical idea of “sin”.
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Lately, around the world we see behavior which we would call evil in the shooting at a
New Zealand synagogue, Sri Lankan churches and San Diego synagogue. It would be
an obvious statement for anyone to say that the people involved in these events were not
“thinking” or meditating about how they might bless the Jewish or Christian folk involved.
Next, the people in these attacks were not thinking about going on a mission trip to
another country outside the US to bless the poor, equip others in educational skills and
share the Gospel. Who thinks like that? It must be people who have another agenda. As
you know... May 21—28 is our short-term mission trip to the Dominican Republic to build
a home for a pastor, to do some teaching training is schools for Haitian children and
share the good news of Jesus and His love.
It is all about the “ideas we hold” and convictions that we act upon for all human beings.
If we are immersed in God’s Word, with the goal of following the agenda of Jesus, which I
feel is love toward the other or our neighbor, non-violent action, healing those who are
sick, liberating the oppressed, uplifting the downtrodden working for justice and sharing
the story of Jesus in the New Testament then our behaviors will be adjusted. I believe I
have seen the evidence of this transformation in many people who are followers of Jesus.
This is the Easter season. The Risen Jesus has sent us forth with his agenda … to make
disciples and to learn what it means to follow Him. We will need the Holy Spirit for that
task which is also promised to come.
Blessings, Pastor Chuck

ANNUAL MEETING
MAY 19, 2019
Following the church
service , we will have
the FBC of Pittsburgh
Annual Business
Meeting. It is important that all members participate. Non
–members are also
welcome to attend!
Lunch will be
provided.
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FBC Deacon Board



Petroula Zoll, Chair



Casey Gnage



Steven Hernandez



Mary Ellen Johnson



Sean King



Barbara Russell



Robert Smith

FBC PHONE
PRAYER MEETING
7:30—8:00 pm
Next Meeting
Tuesday—May 7
Prayer Line

712-770-8018
Code: 944008
You’re on the line!
Need Prayers?

As we approach our annual meeting on May 19th, I’d like us to look at how we are
living out our Mission and Vision statement we developed a five years back during
our interim period, a vision which we need to continually seek God’s confirmation
and direction, a vision in line with our mission to Transform Lives through Faith in the
Risen Christ.
Worship: We are more intentional, invitational, prayerful, and welcoming. Our
new pastor is enthusiastic in his Biblical teaching and serving, our worship service is
blended and incorporates technology and drama, we are growing in sharing faith
testimonies, and we lift each other up more in prayer during the service, monthly
prayer meetings, and throughout the church year. Our greeter team welcomes visitors with special bags, and we are blessed with God adding to those being baptized
and joining our church.
Congregational Life: We work towards living out the Great Commission to go and
make disciples. We have grown in our Sunday discipleship groups, now offering four
Sunday school classes: one children’s and three adult. We continue to offer
Wednesday Bible studies, and our women’s, men’s and young adult groups devote
their time to prayer, Bible study, and fellowship once a month. We have church retreats where we explore our spiritual gifts, and begin all of our church meetings with
prayer.
Community Service: We have grown in our efforts to reach university communities
and internationals by offering a weekly Sunday School class and a monthly fellowship group geared towards young adults and professionals, as well as offering a
weekly International Sunday School class and ELL class, provide Bibles in different
languages, and host international meals. We are seeking ways to partner with h20
Church, whose mission is to reach students, and PRISM, whose focus is reaching
internationals. We also had a joint worship services with h20, House of Prayer, and
the Ethiopian Fellowship. We partner with EECM through their annual coat and
Christmas drives, and have guest speakers from various local groups we support, to
come update us.
World Missions: We support four missionary families (McCurdys, Pierres, Smiths,
and Osterbrocks), as well as individuals (Moises Rocacorba, Kim Brown, Ruth Fox
and Kit Ripley), and tithed from our investment income to local and world missions.
We recently are individually and corporately supporting a missions trip to the Dominican Republic, and hope to grow in being the hands and feet of Christ through prayer,
giving, and service.

blrusell2@verizon.net

Facilities Management and Usage: We share space with h20 Church, House of
Prayer, the Ethiopian Fellowship group, and the Pitt Men’s Glee Club. Our first floor
has new furnishings and carpeting, our basement is currently being renovated, and
the church has been asked to provide suggestions for its use. We have a new website, thanks to help from h20, and our bulletin is more user friendly with a simpler
format.

A CHURCH IN
PRAYER IS A
CHURCH CONNECTED TO GOD

As we begin the new fiscal year, may we seek the Lord’s guidance on what He
wants us of next as a congregation, and what He is asking us individually on
our faith journey. May we grow in our faith and go where our Lord Almighty
leads us!

Please send prayer
requests to Deacon
Barbara at:

Trustee Board Report
Our major construction projects will begin on Monday, the 22nd of
April. Our contractor will begin work replacing the flat rubber roof over
our library and we will also be replacing the
chairlift to the basement and re-flooring the former “Charlie Brown” room. These projects
should continue through the month of May and hopefully will be completed in early June.
This will lead to a constraint on parking in the circle. Our roofer will use
half of the circle, next to the library for the dumpster and construction
vehicles, this means most of us who park at the church during the
week must use the garage. If you have an access card, use it, if not
tell the attendant that you are involved with First Baptist Church. If you
need to park in the circle, you must be in the church to be able to
move your vehicle if needed.

Missions and Outreach
International news--The excitement is building as we prepare to send
Pastor Chuck Fox, Ruth Fox, and Joseph Gnehm to LaRomana in the
Dominican Republic. They will be joined by Deacon Barbara’s friend
Karen from Georgia, Chuck and Ruth’s daughter Rachel Fox Serra
from Philadelphia and her husband Michael Serra. Please pray for
them as they travel from May 21-28 to do both teacher training in the
schools and construction work on a small home for a Haitian pastor
who ministers to the Haitian community who are working in the sugar
can fields there. If you have not yet contributed to the D.R. Mission
Project Fund, please consider doing so in order that their tasks may be
fulfilled.
National news—The America for Christ Offering, received throughout
the month of April, brought in $ 1,006! Your gifts to this offering help to
support the work of the American Baptist Churches National Ministries
all around the USA. Thank you for helping many ministries dedicated
to youth, literacy, evangelism, curriculum, camps, community centers,
etc.
Local news—We were delighted to hear from Ms. Colleen McKerley
during worship on April 28 as she shared about the very important
work that Light of Life Rescue Mission is doing in Pittsburgh to bring
hope and love to those in need in our area. Light of Life’s ministry is
just one of several local programs that we support as a part of our mission budget, that we, too, might be part of reaching out to the body of
Christ to those around us.
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Christian Education
First Baptist Church has four classes that meet every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. If you are
not already a part of one of them, please consider joining! Dr. Van Beck Hall continues to lead
an adult Bible study, while Deacon Steve Hernandez has another class more topically-oriented,
and Deacon Barbara Russell teaches a women’s class covering some of the basic tenets of the
Christian faith through the International Bible Study program. Additionally, Deacon Petroula
Zoll is teaching a class to young children in Kindergarten and first grade. We want to thank all
our teachers for their hard work and preparation each week.
If you have a heart for children, and particularly for William and Zachary Zoll, would you prayerfully consider taking on the awesome responsibility of teaching them during the Sunday School
hour? Because their teacher (mother!) is planning to add another Zoll, she is asking to be replaced, at least for a time. Please speak to Petroula Zoll or Ruth Fox, Sunday School Superintendent, if you are able to help.

Lent and Easter: and a call to Bible Study
Romans 8:2 (ESV): For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law
of sin and death.
How was your journey through lent to the Cross? Has the Holy Spirit prompted you into greater
commitment to know God’s word? Has the Spirit of God called you into greater fellowship with
others who have committed to following Jesus? Do you experience freedom in Christ? What
does that freedom mean?
A great way to pursue these promptings is to meet in smaller groups and talk about what God
is doing in our lives with others, as well as seeking God through Scripture to make sure we are
not replacing God with an image of ourselves. For God has called us not only into fellowship
with Himself but also with others, thus the Greatest Commandment to Love God, and the second greatest to love our neighbors. As Pastor Chuck challenged us in this past Sunday’s Easter Sermon, let us follow God and Love Others.
Bible Studies resume in Romans and the Letters of 1, 2, and 3 John on Wednesdays at 7pm.
We do have a time of fellowship and a light meal at 6:15pm.

Pittsburgh Marathon is Sunday May 5th
Just a reminder that Sunday, May 5 is the Pittsburgh Marathon. There will
be lots of road closures, but it is not impossible to get to the church. Please
look at the maps on the website on how to get around town. Downtown
roads close at 1:30 am on Sunday. Most of the Oakland road closures occur around 6:30 am.
By the time church lets out, a lot of the roads will start to open up again. Here is the website
with information on how to get around during Marathon Sunday.
https://www.thepittsburghmarathon.com/RoadClosures

Men’s Fellowship Report: A Call to Retreat
Retreat? Aren’t we supposed to engage life fully? Why retreat? I always found this word interesting when used describe a time to get away and refocus. Retreat has such negative connotations, especially in war. And we are in a spiritual war. And yet, a retreat is a call to refocus.
Sometimes the only way we can refocus is to stop doing what we are doing and rest and listen to
God. Do you believe that nothing is impossible with God? Are you letting your light shine for
God in your daily walk? Or has the light dimmed, distracted by the worries of life? Or are you at
a transition in life and unsure where to go next? Retreats are a great way to refocus on what
God is calling to do, strengthen your resolve through encouragement with other men who are following Christ as the example.
This year, the theme of the retreat is Nothing is Impossible with God (Luke 1:37), so Let Your
Light Shine for Jesus to All! (Matthew 5:16). There are lots of seminars to choose from purity and
the issue of pornography to daily distractions, and looking at warning signs of us dethroning God
in our lives and putting ourselves in God’s place. If you are interested and feel a greater calling
action for God, please consider going to this year’s retreat in July 26-28 at Shippensburg University. For more information, please use the web address below. Early Registration ends May 15.
https://www.abcopad.org/Ministries/AB_Men.aspx

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)
The April meeting of the Marys and the Marthas was held at
Vivian's home. We had our lesson and sang our hymns, then
dug into a delicious Vietnamese meal. Quite tasty! As always, it was a very enjoyable and also worthwhile morning. Our next meeting will be on May 18th at Suk's home. All
women are invited, and are most welcome! Please plan on
joining us!

Calling All Women!
On June 28-29, there will be a Women’s “Thrive” Conference held in Altoona at the Blair County
Convention Center. The speaker this year is Marie Monville, a very inspirational author and presenter Ruth and Petroula went last year and have already registered for this year! If you would
like to go, please speak to Ruth regarding registration, housing and transportation. You can find
more information by going to https://www.abcopad.org/Ministries/ABWM/Thrive-Conference2019.aspx . It’s going to be awesome!

Young Adults Group
In April, the Young Adults Group gathered on a Saturday on the campus of Carnegie Mellon University for an afternoon of fun. The weather was sunny and summer-like, which made being outdoors quite pleasant.
Our main activity was checking out “Booth,” a CMU Spring Carnival tradition. Student organizations build structures (think “clubhouse”) and decorate them according to a different theme each
year. It's neat to see how different groups interpret the theme and their creativity to make props,
decorations, and even minigames. Other traditions we experienced were eating funnel cake (a
staple of many American fairs and amusement parks) and eating a sandwich at Primanti Bros.
(distinctly Pittsburgh fare) afterwards in Oakland.
Spring also marks the end of the school year. To everyone, whether or not the term you’re completing is your last, we wish you a blessed summer. Thank you for making this past year with the
Young Adults Group a great one!

Congratulations to all our graduates!
On April 14th, we celebrated during worship with all those completing a
significant level of their educational journey. Congratulations, again, to
the following people for their accomplishments:
Joel Dempster William Zoll Zachary Zoll Martha Moser Cesar Hernandez –
Charlotte Fallick Jane Millard Ethan Paules Kamari Purcell Ron Xu Billy D. Scott -

pre-K (Mary Ellen Johnson's great grandson)
kindergarten
kindergarten
Northgate High School (Quirin's granddaughter)
AS, Computer Drafting & Design Technology CCAC
BA, Psychology, English Writing, Univ. of Pittsburgh
BA, Psychology, Univ. of Pittsburgh
Univ. of Pittsburgh
BS, Business Administration, CMU
MS, Pharmaceutical Science, Univ. of Pittsburgh
PhD in Music-Jazz Studies, Univ. of Pittsburgh

Sights and Sounds of Holy Week
We were privileged to have Rabbi Nathan Puro come to us from a local
Messianic Jewish congregation to share with us the significance and meaning of the Seder (Passover) Meal. In our wanting to connect with the last
days of Jesus, we participated in this meal, just as he did almost 2000 years
ago. We were all blessed by the experience.
On Easter morning, we were particularly blessed in worship by the
presence and participation of the
Pitt Men’s Glee Club and the
Pittsburgh Handbell Ensemble!
Many thanks to Richard and
these fine musicians!

Spotlight on Casey Gnage
Casey Gnage, born and raised in Warren, PA, has lived in Pittsburgh since
1975 when he came to study computer science at Point Park College. Upon
graduating in 1979, he worked at the college for 5 years before joining the
staff at the Pittsburgh Playhouse. In 1990, he began his role as the Senior
Finance Manager of the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust. This is also when his
journey began at the First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh!
Growing up as a Catholic, he was confirmed as a teenager, but moved away
from the church during his high school years. In college, his friends invited
him to church and gave him a Bible. He eventually read it and was encouraged in his faith. He
watched t.v. ministry shows and thought it was enough, but one day, one of the televangelists mentioned that people should also be involved in a local church. Looking around, he found FBC just two
blocks away!
Casey soon joined the church and become involved in various activities. He has always been great
with kids and got involved with the church’s young people by teaching them to drive, taking them to
movies, going on walks with them, and taking them on hikes. He also has served on the Trustees
and Deacons, and has been our Finance Controller for more than 10 years. Casey also makes sure
that our visitors are greeted well and enjoys entertaining the children who come.
You can find Casey in the church office almost every weekend, ensuring that the business side of the
church operations gets accomplished. This is his gift to the Lord. In his “spare” time, he enjoys gardening and watching movies.

Casey’s desire for our church is to see us, as the body of Chirst, fulfill our potential as God would
have us do. We are doing well as far as stewardship is concerned, but he is praying for the growth
of the church. Will you join him in these prayers?

The Harvest is Plentiful But the Workers are Few
Matthew 9:37: “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.
Two thousand years later and this saying of Jesus still holds true for today’s church. Are you willing
to share your gifts of not only treasure, but also time and talent? We have several volunteer opportunities at the church if you are interested. Lawn mowing, greeting, visiting shut-ins, help with coffee
hour, participating in special choirs. Prayerfully consider how you would be able to share in your
time and talents as well as your treasure with the church. Please contact a member of the Board of
Deacons or Board of Trustees or Pastor Chuck if you would like to find out more.

Special Time of Prayer for our Church
Each Sunday morning, Pastor Chuck will be in his office from 9:15—9:45 a.m.. and is inviting anyone
who wishes, to come meet him there to pray for the church, its ministries, and the impact the church
can have in the community and world to help bring God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven!

May FBC Calendar Highlights
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar.



















1 May (Wed)
5 May (Sun)
5 May (Sun)
7 May (Tue)
8 May (Wed)
12 May (Sun)
12 May (Sun)
14 May (Tue)
15 May (Wed)
17 May (Fri)
18 May (Sat)
18 May (Sat)
19 May (Sun)
19 May (Sun)
22 May (Wed)
26 May (Sun)
29 May (Wed)

Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.)
SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.
Deacon’s Meeting — 12:30 p.m.
FBC Phone Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m
Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.)
SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.
Council Meeting—12:30pm
Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm
Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.)
Wedding Rehearsal—5:00 pm
Marys & Marthas—10:00 am
Wedding—9:00 am—2:00 pm
SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.)
SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.
Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.)

Check out our Facebook page: First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh!

First Baptist Church of
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159 N. Bellefield Ave.
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Phone: 412-621-0500
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