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FBC Connections  
July  2019 

From the Pastor’s Desk—Summer Reflections 

And the Word of the Lord came to Jonah saying, “Go” ! 

The book of Jonah  in the Old Testament contains hidden gems 

which teach us about God. The lessons found here will lead us to 

discovering something about the nature and character of God. In ad-

dition, the story of Jonah can  lead us closer to Jesus personally and 

to reflect on His teachings. If  you have had some training in Sunday 

school, the unforgettable part of the story is the big fish that swal-

lows Jonah. People are in awe as the fish then spits Jonah back up 

on the shore. But, if you focus on that part of the story, you miss the 

real point. This narrative  is telling us something about God, His in-

tentions, and His heart for the nations. This book has a missions di-

mension.  Additionally, we see in these writings the generosity and 

love of God as He deals patiently with Jonah. 

This summer, I encourage you to read the book of Jonah, and as 

you do, take time to reflect on how God is working in your life.  How 

and what is He calling you to do with your life?  Perhaps you will 

have time away during these summer months.  Take  some time to 

consider in the quiet moments how God is also at work among the 

people who are near and dear to you. 

Where do you see the generosity of God and the grace of God in 

this story and how does the story lead you to Jesus? One scholar 

says that the New Testament comparison to this story of Jonah is 

the story of prodigal son. Jonah is the reluctant voice for his God, 

trying first  to run from Him before he finally submits. The prodigal 

son also runs away until the pain gets too great , and he turns back 

to his father’s arms and home.  

This is a good time to reflect on the goodness and grace of God in 

our lives. The Psalms declare that God is good and that we are the 

sheep of his pasture.  Psalm 100. 

                                   Blessings to all,  

                                   Pastor Chuck 
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PRAYER MEETING 

7:30—8:00 pm 
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Tuesday—July 2nd 

Prayer Line 

712-770-8018 

Code: 944008 

You’re on the line! 

Need Prayers? 
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requests to Deacon 

 Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 
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Deacon News:  

“I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.”    

(Philippians 4:13) 

What a wonderful Pentecost Sunday service we just celebrated! Church 
members and visitors spoke the Lord’s Prayer in Akha, Hawaiian, Spanish, Viet-
namese, French, Greek, Indonesian, Korean, and Thai. Through this simple, yet 
powerful presentation, we are reminded that we are indeed empowered by the 
Holy Spirit.  The blessed Holy Spirit has come to unite us in our diversity, and to 
embolden us despite our differences so that we can live and be disciples of 
Christ. Yes, we are truly brothers and sisters in Christ related by the “Blood”. 

When was the last time we felt strengthened by the Holy Spirit to do a 
task that God had pressed upon our heart? When was the last time God spoke 
to us about attempting to do a work? We know when it is a God given task be-
cause the Holy Spirit/God keeps laying it on our heart to do it.  Usually the work 
will be righteous work, a work that minsters past the flesh or what we can only 
see. It goes to a much deeper level.  A God inspired work will minister to an indi-
vidual on the Spirit level. Ultimately, it will be a work that will point someone to 
Jesus, the rescuer of souls. 

This does not have to be complicated.  It may simply be to help a strug-
gling neighbor, encourage a depressed friend, or tell someone about the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. Believe it or not, these endeavors require the help of the 
Spirit.  We may think that is not really so; that surely we have accomplished 
many things without the aid of the Spirit. Sadly, that is true.  We have accom-
plished much through the realm of the flesh, but we are Spirit empowered peo-
ple. There is a realm that we may draw from that is not of this world. 

The difference between opening someone’s eyes and mind to see Christ 
in the midst of their hopeless situation, as opposed to just helping someone in 
the natural, is found through the power of the Holy Spirit working in us. There is 
a work, and then there is a God Work. We desire to do the work of God, Spirit 
empowered so that lives will be changed. 

The culture that we live in needs to be impacted with God’s Work, the 
work of God working through us. You may ask, “How is this even possible?” The 
answer has already been given. As believers in Christ, we were empowered on 
the very first day of Pentecost! The Holy Spirit arrived, and He now resides in us!  
I can do all things through Christ because He strengthens me through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

People that we help do not need just the same old, same old flesh reme-
dy. Because of the Holy Spirit we can interact with them on a supernatural level. 
This is the level that breaks bondages, and brings real change. The aid of the 
Spirit may be found through the powerful truth of the Word, and the awesome 
power of prayer.  Let us search the Word to remind God of His promises.  Let us 
fall on our knees to petition God for wisdom, a word in season, and interference 
in hellish situations. 

God is able! Through Jesus Christ so are we. Through the power and 
influence of the Holy Spirit working individually and collectively in our minds and 
in our lives, let each of us purpose this month to ask the Holy Spirit to be in our 
plans as we pray for people, as we speak words of life to people, and as we min-
ister hope to people.   

Have a blessed and wonderful fourth of July! 
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Trustee Board Report 

 

The Board has elected it’s new officers for the Congregational Year of 2019-

2020. They are:  President:  Van Beck Hall 

                                     Vice President:   Angeline Wong 

                 Secretary:   Chad Zoll 

The Board, at its July session, will select, if required, a Business Manager, 

Curator and Treasurer. 

 

Our largest current maintenance project, the library roof, is now  nearing 

completion. Further projects will be delayed until we determine their 

financial feasibility. We will also be negotiating a new contract with our 

guest congregation, the h2o church during July and August. We hope to in-

stall the new floor in the former Charlie Brown room during the same  two 

months. The Trustees pray you will have a wonderful summer! 

 

Missions and Outreach 

On June 9, we had a report during the worship service from Pas-

tor Chuck Fox, Ruth Fox, and Joseph Gnehm regarding their re-

cent trip to the Dominican Republic.  They were were very appre-

ciative of the support from individuals and the church itself that 

helped to make this mission experience possible.  Altogether, 

over $11,000 was raised to help with the cost of the home for 

Pastor Santiago and other expenses related to the trip! 

During the month of June, we collected the One Great Hour of 

Sharing offering.  This important offering is used to help those in 

the USA and abroad who find themselves in crisis situations such 

as earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, civil strife, etc.  Thanks to the 

generosity of many, FBC was able to send in $805 from the con-

gregation and a match of $500 from the church for a total of 

$1305!   

Recently, Pastor Chuck and Frank Brown have initiated outreach 

into the community through the gift of smoke detectors to families 

and homes that may not have them.  Through their contact with 

people they meet, they are able to express the love of God, pray 

for them, and invite them to our church.  Are there ways you, too, 

can reach out to those around you to express God’s love? 

Talk to Richard 
Teaster. Director 
of Music, if you 

would like to 
share musically 
in worship this 

summer! 



  

Christian Education News 

During the summer, we will continue our Sunday School classes for children and 

adults at 10:00 a.m., with the exception of the women’s class, led by Deacon 

Barbara Russell, which will begin again at the end of August.   

We are preparing a Sunday School Kick-off Sunday for the fall, and want to invite 

everyone to prayerfully consider his/her involvement in Sunday School. Is God 

asking you to go deeper in His Word?  There is no need to wait until the fall.  You 

can start now!   

We are grateful for our teachers, Dr. Van Beck Hall, Deacon Steve Hernandez, 

Deacon Barbara Russell, and Deacon Petroula Zoll.  We are so grateful to Gidg-

et Severance who has come forward to assist with our children’s class.   

Bible Studies Continue through the Summer 

Romans 12:1-2 (NASB):  “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of 

God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

In July, we continue to march through Romans and start a study on the Gospel of 

Mark.  The verse above is a challenge by Paul for us as Christians to sanctify 

ourselves in both our vertical relationship with God and our horizontal relation-

ship with our neighbors.  The idea of living sacrifice, a sacrifice that keeps giving 

because it is alive, and not just a once and done deal illustrates our vertical rela-

tionship (living, holy, and acceptable).  Meanwhile, the idea of non-conformation 

but rather transformation to prove the will of God illustrates our relationship with 

other humans as well as our call to sanctification to point others to God.   

Bible studies are one way to not conform to this world as the majority of the world 

does not participate in a Bible Study.  I would dare say that the majority of the 

world does not care what God thinks but rather puts much more stock in their 

own personal opinion and experiences than instruction from God or being set 

apart for God’s use.  Therefore, I encourage you to be non-conformists and study 

the Bible with your spiritual family.  Come on out Wednesdays at the church at 

7pm to study either the Letter to the Romans or the Gospel of Mark.  A light meal 

will also be provided prior to the study at 6:15pm.   



 

Father’s Day Memories 

On Father’s Day, June 17, the Marys and Marthas sang in the worship service 

and prepared a wonderful meal in honor of all the men.  It was also an oppor-

tunity to celebrate Shirley and Robert Smith’s 60 years of marriage to each oth-

er!  Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

Invite a Friend to a Special Time of Worship and a Picnic! 

 

On Sunday, July 21, we will be once again joining all 4 of the congregations 

which meet in our church facility.  These include our own congregation of First 

Baptist Church, the Ethiopian Fellowship, House of Prayer, and h2o.  Please 

take this opportunity to invite your friends to come and worship with us! 

Following the worship service, we will join together for a picnic outdoors, weath-

er permitting.  FBC will provide the hamburgers and hotdogs, but we are all 

asked to bring something for this potluck meal.   



Men’s Fellowship Report:  

On Friday, July 19th at 7pm, we will have our Friday gathering.  The plan is for an outdoor game night 

at the church.  Hopefully the lawn will not be too thick to get a good game of bocce going.  We will have 

pizza and a short devotional. 

Just a reminder that the American Baptist Men’s Retreat is set for the weekend of July 26-28.  You can 

download an application at http://www.abmopad.org/.  Let Pastor Chuck or Chad Zoll know if you are 

going or are interested in going.   

 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    

The Marys and the Marthas had their June meeting June 15
th
 at the church.   Ruth Fox told us about 

the recent Mission trip to the Dominican Republic, and gave us some ideas for future mission projects.  
After a delicious meal, several women stayed at the church to prepare the lasagna that was served for 
the coffee hour the next day, in honor of Father’s Day.  Lots of the women brought food for the Father’s 
Day tribute, and the table was full with mouth-watering treats.   

It has been decided that there won’t be a meeting of the Marys and Marthas in July due to vacation 
schedules.  The date of the next meeting will be announced in the next newsletter. 

DON'T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR CANCELLED POSTAGE STAMPS.  Please bring them to the 

church; a box is on the table across from the church office.  They need to have a 1/4" margin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.abmopad.org/


A Visit to the Biblical Gardens 

On Sunday, June 9, Margot Quirin arranged for us to go to the Rodef Shalom Biblical 

Gardens for a tour.  What a lovely surprise these gardens are, tucked away within a 

mile of our church!  We thoroughly enjoyed learning about the plants of the Bible and 

their importance in Scripture.   
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First Baptist Church of 
Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
 
Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

July FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

 2 July      (Tue)         FBC Phone Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m 
 3 July      (Wed)       Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 4 July     (Thu)                Independence Day 
 7 July    (Sun)         SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m 
 7  July   (Sun)           Deacon’s Meeting—12:30 pm 
 9  July    (Tue)         Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
 10 July   (Wed)       Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 14 July   (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.  
 14 July   (Sun)        Council Meeting—12:30 pm     
 17 July   (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 21 July  (Sun)          SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m. 
 21  July ( Sun)        Joint Service and Church Picnic 
 24 July (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 27 July  (Sat)          Marys & Marthas Sewing Group  - 10am 
 28 July (Sun)         SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m. 

  
  Check out our Facebook page:  First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh! 

 

                                                                       

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

