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FBC Connections  

From the Pastor’s Desk—Back to School! 

At the end of August, we will begin our fall Sunday School programming. The kick-

off date is August 25th.  It is a great thing to study the Bible and have the knowledge 

we gain impact our daily life. In fact, I think that studying the Bible is a significant 

way to bring positive change to the world around us. We can be inspired by a sermon, 

but studying God’s Word challenges our mind and heart and spurs us to action.  Jesus 

said, “Love the Lord thy God with all of your heart, with all of your soul and with all 

of your mind” (Matthew 22:37). How does one love God with all of one’s mind?  It 

involves what we put into our minds. What kinds of magazines, books or newspapers 

do you read or study?  Today, a person may be catching up on the news on-line but 

not be making the time to read Christian materials. Do you include a variety of read-

ing materials in your day, your week, your month?  Do they include the Bible?  We 

never cease to learn  from the biblical text and be fed by God’s Word, because it is 

timeless. 

 

Very often, people say that Sunday School is just for kids or teenagers, but as we 

grow up and mature, so should our understanding of the Bible. I am sure that you 

agree. I hope that you will come out to Sunday school hour from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 

at First Baptist Church. Faith is developmental and continues to grow when nurtured. 

Faith must be reinforced by knowledge. It’s all part of Jesus’ call to discipleship! 

 

According to Addison P. Foster, Secretary for New England American Sunday 
School Union: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider the importance of adding corporate Bible study to your 

schedule, whether it be on Sunday morning (10 a.m.) or on Wednesday evening (7 

p.m.), or both!  Hope to see you there!  Let’s grow together! 

                                                                   In Christ, 

                                                            Pastor Chuck Fox 

The Sunday school has a distinctive place of its own, filled by no other 
church service. Every church has three distinctive functions which it should 
seek to meet — evangelization, instruction, and worship ; evangelization, 
to win the soul to God ; instruction, to furnish knowledge of divine truth ; 
worship, to promote communion with God. Evangelization is best done by 
appeals from the pulpit and from friend with friend. Worship is best pro-
moted by family prayer, by social meetings, and by public sabbath exercis-
es planned to arouse the holiest emotions. But instruction is the special 
office of the Sunday school. The Sunday school requires study, stimulates 
individual thought, and by its method of questioning requires definite 
views to be clearly expressed in answers.     
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Deacon News 
 

”
 
For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name,
 
so that at the name of Jesus every 

knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,

 
and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.” Phil 2:9-11 (NASB) 
 
Oh Lord, we call on your Great Name! Jesus, you were slain for us! Je-
sus, you are highly exalted! Every knee shall bow at your Great Name!  In 
the July Newsletter, we discussed how we have been empowered/
strengthened by the Holy Spirit to do God’s work. This verse in Philippi-
ans tells us that there is still so much more to be had in Christ Jesus. God 
in His great love and wisdom continues to encourage us. We are so richly 
blessed to operate under the auspices of God. As God’s children we have 
the protection, guidance, support, and backing of God. 
 
Yes, we are on the victor’s side. We have been given another great bless-
ing – the authority to declare the matchless name of Jesus. Let us begin 
to call on that Great Name. Let us think back to when we first got saved – 
that salvation moment. The moment we knew without a doubt that we 
needed Jesus to save us from the wrath of God, and to empower us to 
live. We believed that Jesus could do anything!  He could restore health, 
change situations and habits, recover finances, remove fear, heal hurts/
emotions, love me.  Relentlessly, we called on His Name time and time 
again because He was needed in every situation. We saw Him move 
powerfully, gracefully, lovingly. We saw Him enforce the power of His 
Name. 
 
Yet, when did we stop believing? When did we stop trusting? When did 
we stop calling on His Name? We wondered, “Jesus why have you move 
so far away from me”? There was a time we needed you every single day. 
Thank God, Jesus hasn’t moved, but we have slowly moved away from 
Him. WHY? We need to do some soul searching to see where, and why 
we dropped Him on the side of the road. Why have we stopped fully trust-
ing in that Great Name? 
 
The name of Jesus needs spoken into every single situation of our lives. 
No situation is too little, and no situation is too big. He is needed. He is so 
needed. This month, through much prayer and honesty let’s go back to 
where we left Jesus. He is still waiting for our full return. He has not 
moved. He loves us so much and has so much to offer us. We desperate-
ly need Jesus’ power and guidance and love. 
 
Let us call on His Great Name, not for luck but for power! Let us watch the 
knee bend in that situation at the Name of Jesus to the glory of God the 
Father! Let us watch that very situation confess that Jesus is Lord of all! 
 
Have a wonderful August! 
                                                  —from your Deacon Board 
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Luke Lockhart played clarinet for 

worship last month! 

Trustee Board Report 

The warm weather is here and our large scale projects are on their 
way to completion. The flat roof, above the library, should be replaced 
soon. The increased amount of time required to complete the project 
can be attributed to the rain, which is running almost 42% above aver-
age. Our contractors continue to work on smaller projects, including 
replacing the floor and perhaps the radiator under the balcony in the 
library, flooring the former Charlie Brown room and the continued re-
placement of the leaded windows and radiator valves. Future projects 
include cement work in the parking circle, removing trip hazards on 
the sidewalks and an investigation of a new sound system. A major 
project that may be begun, if we have the funds, will be refinishing the 
floor in the basement side hall. 

      Board of Trustees 

Missions 

Highlighting the Osterbrocks!  Each month, we will be high-

lighting one of the missions to which FBC gives financial support.  

This month, we want to focus on Aaron and Valerie Osterbrock and 

their THREE children.  Yes!  There is a new baby!  Since the Oster-

brocks visited us in April of last year, much has changed! They have 

encountered tremendous challenges, including a move to Indonesia 

for language study (to a home full of mosquitos), a serious bout of gi-

ardia and other related issues for Aaron, a pregnancy for Valerie and 

the birth of Azariah in April, and visa issues surrounding their move to 

Malaysia where they will be working at 

the Sabah Theological Seminary.  We 

rejoice with them in the completion of 

their language studies and celebrate 

with them in the successful resolution of 

Azariah’s birth certificate and related  

visa issues.  Please pray for their family 

and their adjustment to their new place 

of residence and work. 

Mission Fair  - We are hoping to have a Missions Fair in Novem-

ber!  If you have items to share for a silent auction, bake sale, or 

crafts to contribute, please speak to Ruth Fox.  The proceeds from the 

day will all be used for mission projects:  mission trip, tuition scholar-

ships for needy children, missionaries and local ministries.  There will 

be a special program and luncheon included.  As you get out your fall 

and winter clothing, please keep the coat drive in mind for the East 

End Cooperative, coming up later in the fall! 

Talk to Richard 
Teaster. Director 
of Music, if you 

would like to 
share musically 
in worship this 

month! 



  

Outreach 

Pastor Chuck has been spending time this 

summer reaching out to the communities 

around us.  He and Frank Brown have been 

distributing smoke alarms and spending time 

getting to know the people in South Oakland.  

If you would like to join them on Saturday 

mornings, please speak to the Pastor.   

 

Additionally, our pizza-making pastor has 

been helping the Praying Pelican Ministry with their outreaches in the North Heights community.  

He has been helping to provide the equipment and materials for making pizza on several occa-

sions.  This has been a good draw for the group of young people trying to reach the children in 

this area. 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education News 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK-OFF!  If you haven’t been coming out to our 10 a.m. Bible study/

Sunday School time, you have been missing something!  Please come to  our special gathering 

on August 25th when we will kick off the new school year.  Everyone will meet together in the 

library for a shared time of fellowship, food, and sharing.  Each of the teachers will explain a little 

bit about the content of his/her class so that you can make an informed decision about attending 

one of them!  Come hear from Professor Van Beck Hall, Deacon Steve Hernandez, Deacon Bar-

bara Russell, Pastor Chuck and Mrs. Gidget Severance, as they share with us about their plans 

for the fall. 



Highlighting Vincent O. Johnson 

In July of 2017, we at FBC Pittsburgh were visited by Vincent O. Johnson for the first time, 

and by September he had become a member of the church!  We are so glad that he is part of our 

fellowship.  He credits Richard Teaster, a fellow university colleague (and our Director of Mu-

sic!), with the invitation to the church.  Thanks, Richard! 

 

Vincent was born in Topeka, Kansas in 1957, as the eldest child of five, 2 sisters and 2 broth-

ers.  After graduating from high school, he attended Harvard University, graduating with a 

Bachelors degree in Economics in 1979.  He later completed his MBA in Human Resources 

and Leadership from  Waynesburg University (1986).   

 

Upon coming to the Pittsburgh area, Vincent began doing diversity training for Visions, Inc.  Following his employ-

ment with  VHA Pennsylvania, he worked for the PNC bank for five years and then became the Director of Admin-

istration at the University of Pittsburgh Law School.  Ten months ago Vincent was asked to take a new position at 

the Law School and he stepped up to the challenge.  He is now the Director of Equity and Inclusive Excellence 

there.   

 

Enjoying Pittsburgh sports teams, reading books with his book club, and watching t.v. are some of Vincent’s favor-

ite activities in his spare time.  Lately, he has also been developing his cooking skills! 

 

Vincent is the proud father of three beautiful grown children.  His daughter Rosalyn resides in Florida and is serving 

as a  behavioral therapist.  Jocelyn, his second daughter, works as a college guidance counselor at a charter school 

in Harlem, New York.  Wesley, who has visited the church several times, is completing his final 3 courses at Xavier 

University in Cincinnati, Ohio, following the frightening experience of jumping from a second-floor window to es-

cape a fire.  He was burned on his back from the fire and shattered his right foot in the fall. 

 

Vincent credits his faith to the teachings of his childhood, but with a deepening of that faith through the experience 

of watching his very premature daughter thrive and grow following the first 4 months of her life in the hospital, as 

well as Wesley’s amazing recovery from his accident.  He has found the fellowship, worship service, preaching, 

prayer-line, music and culture of the church really meaningful.  Vincent’s hope for our church is to see growth.  He 

looks forward to serving the church in various ways.  In addition to becoming a Trustee, he has been coming to 

Sunday School and helping with greeting visitors. His final words, “I’m glad this is my church home!” 

 

Mark these dates on your calendar now! 

August 25 —       Sunday School Kick-off—10:00 a.m.; Church picnic after church 

September 1 —   Celebration for Richard Teaster—15 years with FBC!!! 

September 7—   Church retreat; 10 a.m.— 2 p.m.;  Everyone is urged to attend! Lunch is provided. 

October 5 —       University of Pittsburgh Men’s Glee Club Concert—4 p.m. 

October 6 —       Worldwide Communion Sunday 

November 2 —   Security Training at our church (for all local ABC churches) 

November 9 —   Mission Summit at our church (for all local ABC churches) 10-2 

November 24 —Thanksgiving Dinner after church 



 

A Volunteer Spirit 
 
Your assistance would be greatly appreciated in several areas with regard to 

our stewardship of the property entrusted to our care, both indoors and out. 

Many are little things that require a small commitment of time, for exam-

ple:  cleaning and defrosting the refrigerator; organizing a storage closet; help-

ing  to remove weeds around shrubs and flowers; sweeping a sidewalk; pick-

ing up trash on the lawn and sidewalks; straightening up the pews prior to wor-

ship, and more. If you are interested in tapping your volunteer spirit, please let 

Casey Gnage know. Thank you. 

 

PRISM GARAGE GIVEAWAY is  
Saturday ||  August 17, 2019  

Donat ion  drop -off  & Sor t ing w i l l  take  p lace  Tuesday 

through  Thursday:   August  13 ,  14,  15  be tw een 10am & 8pm  

at  Be l l e f ie ld  P resby te r ian  Chu rch  -  4001  F i f th  Ave .  P i t t sbu rgh ,  PA  15213  

Please  b r ing i tems  in  good  cond i t ion .    

Ki t chen  i tems,  sma l l  app l iances ,  lamps ,  desks ,  cha i rs ,  sma l l  f u rn i tu re ,  beds ,  

bedd ing  ( tw in ,  tw in  x l ) ,  sma l l  so fas   

(no  c lo thes ,  t vs ,  computers ,  la rge  so fas ,  baby  i tems,  rec l ine rs ,  sha rp  kn ives )  

If you have a truck are able to help deliver furniture on the 17th, email: micah.houck1.5@gmail.com . 

 

 CHURCH PICNIC—AUGUST 25— hot dogs and hamburgers  provided—  

bring a side dish or dessert! (These are pictures from the July picnic!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T4b9ed133-53f8-47c5-89d7-f96c5ec703ec/0f89d9f3-52d4-41db-89e5-0711f7ef9dc3


Wednesday Night Bible Study 

We continue to hold Bible study on Wednesday nights, but will be taking a 

break on August 14th for one night.  On the 21st and 28th, we will be having 

Bible study trivia/game nights.  Come on out and join the fun!  A light dinner is 

served at 6:15 p.m., followed by the Bible study at 7 p.m.  The Bible study 

themes for the fall will be announced soon! 

 

Men’s Fellowship Report:  
On Friday, July 19th at 7pm, we had our Men’s Fellowship gathering at the church.  We enjoyed watch-

ing Captain America: The First Avenger and then spent time talking about the Christian themes we 

found in the movie.  It was very interesting. 

Chad Zoll, Minh Nguyen, and Pastor Chuck Fox attended the American Baptist Men’s Retreat over the 

weekend of July 26-28.  Rev. Michael Kelly spoke on “Ordinary and Extraordinary Relationships,” 

“Ordinary and Extraordinary Family” and “Ordinary and Extraordinary Work.”  The teaching, worship, 

fun and fellowship were great!  Next year, we hope that more FBC men will be able to attend… 

Our next meeting will be on Friday night, August 30th.  Be prepared for an “Escape the 

Room” experience, organized by Steve Hernandez.  Stay tuned for the time, and contact 

Steve if interested in participating. 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    
There was no Marys and Marthas meeting in July.  However, the Sewing Group will 

be meeting on Saturday, August 24 at 10 a.m.  We are excited to begin our work on 

items that will be used in our next mission project! 

DON'T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR CANCELLED POSTAGE STAMPS.  Please 

bring them to the church; a box is on the table across from the church office.  They 

need to have a 1/4" margin.  These are sold to help with the production of Christian 

Sunday School materials in the Spanish language. 

 

Welcome to University of Pittsburgh Students 
On Wednesday, August 21, at 12:30 p.m., we have the opportunity to join others in welcoming students 

to the University of Pittsburgh.  If you would be willing to go to the university for an hour to represent our 

church, please talk to Steve Hernandez for specific details.  

 

Vacation Plans for Pastor Chuck Fox 
Pastor Chuck will be on vacation from August 12—22.  If you have a need for a pastor and/or support in 

some way, please contact Sister Barbara Russell, the Chair of our Deacon Board (412-596-3460 or 

blrussell2@verizon.net).  We’re grateful to Rev. D. J. Quirin for being our guest speaker on August 18. 
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First Baptist Church of 
Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
 
Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

August FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

 4   Aug.   (Sun)         SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.  
 4   Aug   (Sun)           Deacon’s Meeting—12:30 pm 
 6   Aug    (Tue)          FBC Phone Prayer Meeting—7:00 pm 
 7   Aug   ( Wed)         Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 11  Aug   (Sun)           SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.  
 13  Aug   (Tue)          Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
 14  Aug   (Wed)        NO BIBLE STUDY 
 18  Aug   (Sun)         SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.  
 18  Aug   (Sun)         Council Meeting—12:30 p.m.   
 21  Aug   (Wed)        Pitt Student Welcome—12:30pm 
 21  Aug   (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study/trivia/game night starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 24  Aug  (Sat)            Marys & Marthas Sewing Group  - 10:00am 
 25  Aug  (Sun)           Sunday School Kick -Off—10:00 am 
 25  Aug  (Sun)         Worship—11:00 am; CHURCH PICNIC 
 28  Aug (Wed)         Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study/trivia/game night starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 30 Aug (Fri)               Men’s Fellowship—Escape Room! 
 
  Check out our Facebook page:  First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh! 

 

                                                                       

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

