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From the Pastor             
 

The Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took  and sowed 

in a field, which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is 

greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 

and nest in its branches.  

 

How does this parable encourage us in the times of the virus shutdown? When 

it seems like much is not going on, where there are few visible signs of growth, 

we still must know that God is at work. There is a hidden power at work in us 

through the Holy Spirit transforming us more into the likeness of Jesus. 

 

God’s Kingdom is like that of a mustard seed. It is small but will spread and 

grow. People will benefit from the Kingdom even though they do not directly 

claim to belong to Christ. The mention of the birds perching in the tree signifies 

that other people groups enjoy resting in its branches. I would liken this to all 

the people that benefit from a mission hospital or school who would not call 

themselves Christian but still receive healing and education from the efforts of 

Christians. 

 

The parable of the mustard seed says that the Kingdom of God has come in 

Jesus and as we receive him into our hearts his Kingdom is spread throughout 

the world, in a hidden way. The next question is whether this Kingdom trans-

forms society in this story, eventually to the point that all of our society con-

fesses Jesus and we find that peace and justice and all evils are eliminated.  

This is a good question.  Yes, someday!  It is thought that when Jesus comes 

again, that will be the final time of transformation of people and society. 

 

We are called to pray, work and ask the Holy Spirit to show us the way for-

ward. Please show us where you are working in our midst, O Lord, we pray.  In 

the time of the virus, we have to be patient as we  trust that God is at work in 

our church and our lives. We have the promise that this very small seed grow-

ing into a large bush is a picture of His Kingdom growing in our hearts and in 

our world. 

 

                                                                                   Blessings, 

                                                                                   Charles K. Fox 
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       FBC Deacon Board 

 Barbara Russell,  Chair 

 Casey Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Mary Ellen Johnson 

 Sean King 

 Robert Smith 

 Shirley Stanzione 

FBC  PHONE 

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
September 

7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m. 
 

You will receive an 
invitation each week 

to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

 

Deacon News       

                                                    

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus ! 

                     

“Fight the good fight of the faith; lay hold of the eternal 

life to which you were summoned and [for which] you confessed the 

good confession [of faith] before many witnesses. “1 Tim 6:12 AMP 

“Have courage for the great sorrows of life, and patience for the 

small ones. And when you have finished your daily task, go to sleep in 

peace. God is awake.” ― Victor Hugo (Feb 26, 1802 - May 22, 1885) 

 

Grace and peace FBC!  Daily exercise your faith muscle for courage 

and patience as we advance through these historic times. Let us try to 

use every opportunity available to strengthen our faith. Read the Word, 

pray, give, contact others, volunteer, and go to church. 

Now, I know that trying to “toughen up” or trying to “tough it out” will not 

always help us to endure difficult times. Oftentimes, we learn that we 

need to become more tenderhearted. So, let’s be more tender, more 

merciful, more loving with one another. Harsh words and actions are 

easy to enact, but hard to retract. Believe it or not, this is also fighting 

the good fight of faith. 

Our faith speaks. Faith tells us that God is greater than COVID-19. So, 

do we merely accept and believe what we hear in the media? Or do we 

lay all information before the Word and Promises of Almighty God. He 

is our Lord, our heavenly Father, and He will not steer His children into 

a lifetime of mediocrity/ordinariness and fear. Jesus came and freed us 

from the grip of fear and death. The news will make us fearful. The 

Word attached to our faith will make us wise and fearless. God through 

Jesus Christ and the Power or the Holy Spirit has given us the authority 

to step on the neck of fear. So FBC, “go to sleep in peace. God is 

awake.” 

Please continue to intercede for the public-school situation, and the 

many, many children and young people in our city that are just simply 

idle. Pray for the parents. Finally, pray not my will be done, but God’s 

will be done for the election, our leaders, and this great nation. 

Everyone, please have a wonderful and safe Labor Day! 

                                      Barbara Russell, Board of Deacons 

 

 



  

Trustee Board Report 
August has been quite a month for the Trustees.  Our contractors are 

still working on the wind damage to the high roof and the trip hazards 

on our exterior sidewalks. We are continuing our efforts to bring Wi-Fi 

capability into our  building. Two large scale future projects involve the 

refinishing of the side hall floor and basic change in our heating sys-

tem from steam to hot water. We are currently costing out the expense 

of changing out our century old heating system. We have difficulties 

with scale from the pipes shutting off the boiler and we hope a shift 

from steam will resolve these difficulties. The shift from steam to hot 

water will be expensive, but we will be able to finance this without hav-

ing to draw from our Permanent Fund or requesting assistance from 

the congregation. We continue to battle the pandemic, we have re-

sumed services and with God’s aid should be able to win through.   

Remember our congregation is over 2 centuries old and we have      

encountered and overcome countless difficulties in our 208 years. We,  

with God’s help, will continue to do so.                                                                 

                                                                    -Van Beck Hall 

                                                                               Board of Trustees 

Christian Education News 

As we begin what we think of as our traditional school year and see 

the students arriving back at the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie 

Mellon, let us also challenge ourselves to renewed study of God’s 

Word.  How is God working in our lives today?  In these difficult days, 

what spiritual disciplines are we practicing that will open our hearts 

and minds to hearing from the Lord?   

Let us be encouraged to delve deeper, to enrich our life journey by 

spending time with God in prayer and by the study of the Bible, God’s 

instruction book for our lives.   

Dr. Van Beck Hall continues to lead an in-depth Bible study each Sun-

day morning at 10:00 a.m. in the church library.  John Knox is current-

ly teaching a course on Celebrate Recovery, appropriate for all of us 

who may be struggling to find freedom from something that has bound 

us such as addiction or sin.  His class can be found in the upstairs 

conference room.  Nara Hernandez has stepped in to substitute for 

Gidget Severance during this time of COVID19 and is doing a remark-

able job with the youngest of our congregation!  Many thanks to our 

faithful teachers! 

We are taking all precautions of wearing masks and distancing while 

in the church for all our functions.  As you feel able, please come and 

join us!   

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 

 Casey  Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Vincent Johnson 

 Angeline Wong 

 Chad Zoll                                         

 Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

Please send your donations 

and pledges to: 

Secretary/Controller 
First Baptist Church Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15212 
 



Mission and Outreach 

World Mission Offering -- Every September and October, individuals and American 

Baptist Churches congregations come together for a time of awareness, advocacy, and action 

for global mission. Thousands across the country celebrate and support the ministries that God 

is using to transform the world. This is the World Mission Offering and the First Baptist Church 

of Pittsburgh has a goal of $500 towards this special offering.  In addition, there is a match of up 

to $500 from our church budget for each dollar donated by the members of the congregation. 

For the 2020 World Mission Offering, International Ministries is highlighting the Ministry Priorities 

of Discipleship, Theological Education, Peace and Justice, Education, Health and Wellness, and 

Economic Development. While these represent only a fraction of IM’s ministries, they provide a 

window into what God is doing worldwide through our 125 global servants, 900+ volunteers, 

home staff, and 250+ international partners. 

Please give generously! 

Missions Committee News — Recently, Shirley Stanzione joined the Deacons and 

we are pleased that she has also agreed to participate on the Missions Committee.  She will be 

a great asset as the committee continues to evaluate the church’s resources for missions and 

outreach. She joins Casey Gnage, Van Beck Hall, Petroula Zoll and Ruth Fox who make up the 

rest of the committee.  If you have suggestions that fall under these areas of missions and out-

reach, please feel free to speak to anyone on the committee or to Pastor Chuck Fox, who 

serves in an ex-officio member of all committees. 

Prayer Needs — As you are aware, many countries around the world are in a state of 

chaos right now.  Between the uncertainty caused by COVID-19, as well as the insufficient med-

ical facilities to provide adequate care to those most affected, and the natural disasters of 

storms, floods, drought, and earthquakes, there are many infrastructures buckling under the 

strain.  There are also countries where civil strife is playing havoc with the people and their 

economies.  In Beirut, Lebanon, there was a tragic accident where an explosion killed at least 

190, injured 6500 and made 300,000 people homeless.  Please pray for those affected and 

those ministering to them.  Our missionaries are attempting to serve in each situation, but they 

continue to need our prayers and support.   

Be Watching — There will be more information coming out soon about ways that we can sup-

port some of the local ministries trying to meet the needs of our own Pittsburgh community, especially 

as winter approaches.  As the weather changes, and you begin looking at your warm clothing, please 

keep in mind the upcoming coat drive for EECM.  Petroula Zoll will be providing us with the details 

very soon. 



 

 

Music Notes 
 

We continue to enjoy the musical gifts of a number of people in our worship services.  

Billy D. Scott, as Director of Music Ministry, makes plans for the music and imple-

ments them each week.  Angeline Wong provides all the tech support.  Our instru-

mentalists include: Billy D. Scott on piano, Ryan Salisbury on electric guitar, Zack 

Mester on cajon, Ruth Fox on bongos, Andre Cadide on acoustic guitar, Luke Lockhart on clarinet, 

and Angeline Wong on flute.  Our vocalists are:  Petroula Zoll, Rosany Lisboa, Ruth Fox, Luke Lock-

hart, and Angeline Wong.  We are grateful for their preparation, practice and performance each 

week.  Thanks go to Ruth Fox for substituting for Billy D. on August 9th when he was away.  If you 

would like to participate in some aspect of the music program at FBC, please speak to Billy D.   

Men’s Fellowship—Breakfast - Movie - Games 

Our first Men’s Breakfast, on the first Saturday of August, was a success.  We didn’t burn the pan-

cakes, and John Knox shared an great encouraging message on how God has led him through the 

renewal center.  He also challenged us on how we are instructed in the Bible to obey authorities as 

long as the authorities are not against God’s instructions.  He also shared events of his life and how 

he ended up an instructor in the renewal center program.  He has been introducing this program to 

the church as a whole on Sunday mornings during Sunday School time.  The weather was great and 

we were able to maintain social distancing outside on the church circle drive.   

To continue in August,  we were hoping to have an outdoor movie night on the plaza on the last Fri-

day of the month.  Unfortunately it did rain and we had to move the event indoors.  We viewed the 

movie “I Can Only Imagine” and explored the story behind this popular contemporary Christian 

song.  We also explored the ideas of how God uses pain to help redirect us and how pain can cause 

us to let down our masks (or the performance) that we try to portray a certain image rather than try-

ing to let our true heart shine through.  It was a challenging message to let down pretense and to 

work through our hurts and the pain that God has allowed into our lives.   

Looking ahead into September, on Friday the 25th at 7pm, we will have another time of fellowship 

and games.  We plan to have a Jeopardy Night in which we will have Bible Topics of people and 

places, historical events of the Bible, Prophecy, and Teachings among other topics.  A little friendly 

competition as well as we review and recall  the teachings of the Bible.  We will have pizza and re-

freshments available and again adhere to social distancing.   

Looking further ahead into October, on October 10th, we are planning another Men’s Breakfast 

gathering at the Church.  The meeting will start at 9am with breakfast served at 9:30 am and the 

presentation to begin around 10am.  Tex Severance has agreed to give the presentation.  Tex has 

been a faithful participant in our Bible Study and Sunday School classes and his presentation will 

surely challenge us in our walk with Christ.  We do hope to hold this event outside again, but it is 

weather dependent.  We do have plans for indoor seating while maintaining COVID restrictions if the 

weather does not cooperate.   



Bible Study 

The Gospel of John does not record the Christmas story or the idea of a star leading wise man to a 

baby Jesus born during the night.  But the Gospel of John uses light and darkness very frequently 

and often in a parable or figurative sense.  For example, the subtitle is taken from John 12:36 (NIV 

1984): “Put your trust in the light while you still have it, so that you may become sons of light.”   

We are at an inflection point in the Gospel of John.  Jesus’ earthly ministry is coming to a close and 

we are starting into the week of Easter with Palm Sunday reviewed on August 26.  We have seen 

some amazing miracles or signs that point to Jesus being who he said he is.  First the miraculous 

sign of the man born blind was healed, which no other account of such a healing is in the Bible.  

Then Jesus raises a man who had been dead for four days.  Restoring sight, and restoring life.  

Through these signs, people had a choice… believe who Jesus says He is, or deny and distrust Je-

sus.  There is a middle of the road option that is mentioned as a reaction in that people sometimes 

just showed up to see Lazarus alive out of curiosity but have not believed.  The command in John 

12:36 is posing a choice for us today.  Who will you put your trust in?  Leaders of the synagogue or 

Jesus.  Roman (political) authorities or Jesus?  Darkness or light?   

As we continue into September, we will be exploring the topics of humility and how Jesus prays for 

us as believers as well as His claims of being the way, the truth, and the life, similar to the shepherd 

passages of John 10.  We will also be looking at the parable of the vine and the branches and will 

ask what it means to abide in Christ. 

So, come on out on Wednesday nights at 7pm.  We are meeting at the church, maintaining social 

distancing and masking, or you can listen through Zoom internet conference line.  If you are inter-

ested in Zoom, please contact Ruth Fox regarding instructions.  Bring a friend who has questions 

about the Bible or encourage a believer to be involved.  The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 

few; ask the Lord of the harvest to send workers in his harvest field (Matthew 9:38) 

                                                                                                        — Chad Zoll 

FBC Quarantine Guidelines and Update 

As we continue to witness the effect that COVID19 is having on individuals, families and communi-

ties, First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh continues to be intentional about practicing all safety 

measures for our gatherings at the church.  As of the writing of this article, we will continue to gath-

er at the church building, observing distancing measures and wearing masks, sanitizing, and re-

fraining from the serving of food except for packaged items available outside after the service. 

Because we recognize that not everyone feels able to attend our worship services in person, we 

continue to transmit the service live through Zoom and on Youtube, available later in the day.  The 

church website (www.fbcpgh.org) provides access to the video.  If you would like to Zoom into the 

service on Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m., please contact Ruth Fox who will include you in the invi-

tation each week. 

For those who choose to remain at home until the situation feels safer, we want to be sure that you 

continue to feel that you are an important part of our fellowship.  If there are ways in which we can 

help meet your needs that are not currently being met, please contact Pastor Chuck Fox or Deacon 

Barbara Russell.   



  

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
 
 

The Marys and the Marthas have been trying to keep in touch with each other -- through Zoom 

calls, telephone calls, and email.  It's not quite the same as seeing each other face to face (and 

sharing a hug), but we're sure this is only a temporary problem and we will soon be able to be 

together again.  In the meantime, our monthly meetings have been held on Zoom -- and we still 

sing together, pray together, study and learn together, and share our needs with each oth-

er.  It's still a marvelous group!  Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, September19 at 10 

am via Zoom.  I hope all of you women reading this will be able to join us.  It seems to make 

the isolation not so hard to take when we can still be together, even if only virtually.  See you 

then! 

 

Child Dedication 

On August 16, we celebrated with the Zoll family as they brought their youngest son, Jonathan 

David Zoll, to be dedicated to the Lord.  As Baptists, we believe in believer’s baptism, but we 

also have a tradition of bringing our children to be dedicated.  This is an opportunity for Chris-

tian parents to make a commitment to raise their children in a loving Christian home, and we, 

as a congregation, likewise commit to walk beside them in that process.  It takes a community!  

We celebrate your decision, Chad and Petroula, and pray God’s blessings on all your children! 
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First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
 
Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

September FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

   1     Sept    (Tue)              FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   2    Sept     (Wed)            Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
   6    Sept    (Sun)              Worship —11:00 a.m.—at church, on Zoom and videoed 
                                                Deacon’s meeting  - 12:30 p.m. 
   8     Sept    (Tue)             FBC Prayer Meeting — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)    
                                                Trustee Meeting—7:30.p.m. at church 
   9    Sept    (Wed)            Bible Study — 7:00 p.m.—at church and on Zoom 
 13   Sept    (Sun)               Worship—11:00 am  -  at church, Zoom and videoed  
 15   Sept    (Tues)             FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
 16   Sept   ( Wed)             Bible Study—7:00 p.m.—at church and on Zoom 
 19   Sept   (Sat)                 Marys and Marthas at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
 20   Sept   (Sun)               Worship—11:00 am  - at church and videoed ;  
 22  Sept    (Tue)                FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.—(Zoom) 
 23  Sept    (Wed)              Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
 25 Sept (Fri)                      Men’s Fellowship—7:00 p.m. at the church 
 27   Sept   (Sun)               Worship—11:00 am  - at church, on Zoom and videoed  
 29  Sept   (Tue)                FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.—(Zoom) 
 30  Sept  (Wed)               Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
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