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Come to the  
Ice cream social fol-
lowing the morning 

service on Labor Day 
Sunday, September 4! 

Word  from the Pastor 
 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and all these things will be added unto you.. 

How can we seek the Lord when we get distracted? How can we seek the Lord 

when we might not be interested in seeking His Kingdom? These are practical 

questions for us in our journey toward Christ. Eventually, God brings us  around 

to thinking about the purpose of our lives. Through the Holy Spirit working in our 

hearts we are reminded that our joy and purpose for living is found in the Scrip-

tures. 

The actual goal in the Christian life is to become more like Him! And, in our ef-

forts this month to reach out to the campus, our goal is not just to “win people to 

Christ” but also to “make disciples”. We need to move beyond the initial thought 

of just looking at people as a “number” but rather as a human being that God 

loves. The job of making disciples causes us to discover what this means for us 

as a church.  

Richard Foster, in his book Celebration of Discipline talks about the disciplines 

of the faith that lead us on a path to becoming more like Christ. The inner disci-

plines are worship, service, solitude, silence, confession, prayer. The outward 

disciplines include service, study, fasting, celebration, meditation and living a 

simple life. By participating in these practices we encounter the grace of God 

which helps us to become more like Jesus.  

Jesus is helping us to become more concerned about the “things that God is 

concerned about.” 

Blessings, 

Pastor Chuck Fox 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

• September 4—Ice Cream Social 

• September 7—Maranatha Praise Concert (7 p.m.) 

• October 1—Church Retreat (10 a.m.—2 p.m.) 

• October 2—World Wide Communion Sunday and International Meal 

• November 6—Celebrating FBC’s 210 years of ministry!  

• December 17—Music and Art Night! 

                                       STAY TUNED FOR MORE! 

 
    FBC  CONNECTIONS      
 September 2022 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Shirley Stanzione 

 

 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
September 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
You will receive an invi-

tation each week to 
meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer requests 
to Deacon  

Barbara Russell 
at :blrussell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
IS A CHURCH  

CONNECTED TO GOD 

Board of Deacons                                                                           

“Enter His gates with a song of thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Be 

thankful to Him, bless and praise His name. 5 For the Lord is good; His 

mercy and lovingkindness are everlasting, His faithfulness [endures] to all 

generations.” Psalm 100:4-5 AMP 

 

Grace and peace, FBC!  Welcome Fall! 

As a church, as a congregation, let us together continue to change and ren-

ovate the worship service.  We strive to have an enjoyable service for the 

many age groups (children, youth, young adults, older adults, seniors) that 

are represented in our congregation. As we transition through updating the 

service let’s remember what the Bible says regarding worship. According to 

Psalm 100:4 paraphrase, I should enter His gates with a song of thanksgiv-

ing and I should enter His courts with praise. Before I ever leave the house 

on Sunday morning to come to God’s house there should already be 

thanksgiving in my heart and songs of praise on my lips. So, if there is no 

music played, if there is no song sung, I can still bring an attitude of 

thanksgiving. I can still praise God with a song from my mouth because of 

the overflow of joy in my heart. Please do not misunderstand me. Music is 

great, and songs are wonderful if they are available. Yet, do not rely on mu-

sic to cheerlead you into the presence of God. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, any worship song that is played – whether I like it or not – I should 

be able to celebrate Him. Why? Because I already showed up with thanks-

giving and praise in my heart.  Church is just simply a place where I am go-

ing to express it. Music is a wonderful tool to help us enter into worship, but 

due to its subjective nature, it can be unreliable. Continue to pray for our 

individual role, and the presence of God in the worship service. 

August was a busy month of fun, fellowship, and evangelistic outreach.  On 

August 13
th
 the Southwestern Region of ABCOPAD sponsored a boat ride 

on the Gateway Clipper for church leaders. It was well attended. The food 

and fellowship were fantastic. Our very own Steven Blum was off the chain 

busy with welcome week. Praise God the church leaders were able to work 

the welcome tent with other volunteers passing out numerous student wel-

come bags and we also served food and participated in the various student 

activities led by Stephen and the Fireflies.  On August 27
th
 a group of us 

attended Church Without Walls. It was a hot day! However, it was a fun and 

enlightening evangelistic outreach. 

My friends, continue to remain steadfast in prayer. 

God Bless. 

Deacon Barbara Russell 

 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Angeline Wong, President 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Tex Severance 

• Casey Gnage 

• Sean King 

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

The Trustees’ focus this summer concerns outdoor improvement projects. This 
includes maintenance and preservation of the main Sanctuary’s exterior stone-
work (on the North side where the beatitude windows are located) and plans to 
replace the concrete at the front and south side of the church. 
 
The concrete work will improve safety by eliminating trip hazards. The entire front 
plaza will be rebuilt, given the large number of slabs that need to be replaced. 
This will be more efficient than trying to work around—and avoid damage to—the 
slabs that are still in sufficiently good condition. A deteriorated section of the 
sidewalk leading to the south side of the building will be replaced as well. We will 
also extend the sidewalk to meet the shed. This will make it easier to move 
equipment to and from the shed. 
 
The Board of Trustees continues to evaluate the heating system, security, and 
items for building preservation. Please pray for us and the work that we do to 
support worship and missions within and beyond our walls through stewardship 
of our facilities and of our finances. 
 
                                                                                 —Angeline Wong-Scott 
 

Music Notes 

During the month of August, the FBC music ministry had the privilege of featuring 
some new musical talent from within the congregation. Isaiah Brown has im-
portantly lent his skillset to the bongos. Nancy Bernard also sang a beautiful ren-
dition of “His Eye is on the Sparrow.” Emmanuel León—who has been contrib-
uting positively on electric bass—led the congregation with a soulful rendition of 
“Righteous One.” 

 
 In addition, Sarah Moyer, Dewi Wong, Ruth Fox, 
and Petroula Zoll continue to effectively lead the con-
gregation during red hymnal, green hymnal, and con-
temporary special music selections. We would like to 
thank our guest artists—Zack Mester (percussion), 
Elyse Louise (tenor saxophone), Ryan Salisbury 
(guitar), and Dr. Aaron Johnson (trombone)—for 
sharing their gifts. We are sad to report, however, 
that Elyse and Ryan will be moving to the Nether-

lands in October. They have played an integral role on the FBC music team for 
well over a year and will be missed. For the month of September, FBC will con-
tinue to present a balance of traditional, contemporary, and jazz-influenced mu-
sic services. 
                                                                               —Billy D. Scott 

Music & Art—2022 
 

The First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh will hold its annual Music and Arts out-
reach event on the evening of Saturday, December 17, 2022. You are invited to 
participate by sharing your talents in music performance and visual art exhibition. 
Presentations can include a special music piece, poetry, photography, drawing, 
painting, sculpture, quilt, needlework, and more.   Please contact Billy D. or Dewi 
if you would like to participate in or support this event. Christmas themes are 
most welcome since the date is only a week before we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior. 
 
                                                                —Dewi Wong  and Billy D. Scott 



Campus Ministry Outreach 

Do you remember starting a new job or entering a new chapter of life that involved a flood of information? These 

past three months, I feel like I've been drinking from the proverbial fire hose -- and I've been soaking up as much 

as I can!  The CCO’s New Staff Training was a wonderful, yet busy time of learning the ins and outs of campus 

ministry. I am extremely grateful for veteran campus ministry staff who took on the responsibility of teaching and 

equipping me and other new CCO staff to reach students with the Good News.   

This past week was an incredible way to be immersed into this new position as I applied my training with CCO to 

the Welcome Student Week activities here at FBC.  The Fireflies were a great support to me, both in planning 

and in the implementation of the various events that were held beginning on Saturday, August 20th.  Pastor 

Chuck and I spent the morning meeting international students at PRISM’s Garage Giveaway and helping them 

take the items they had selected to their new residences.  After passing out flyers around the campus and mak-

ing connections, we had 24 people come to our first evening—a cookout and pizza night—thanks, Pastor Chuck!  

With church members and the Fireflies, we had a total of 35 people enjoying games and conversation for several 

hours! 

Over the course of the week, in addition to the great turnout at that first event, there were new students at our 

worship services, the Firefly campfire, the game night, the ice cream and trivia night, and our final picnic of the 

summer!  Additionally, there were church members handing out the100 welcome bags made by the Fireflies dur-

ing the midday at the welcome tent located on the lawn of the church.  It was the coordinated effort of all us 

working together that made the difference!  Thank you all for your support through your gifts of food, time, effort, 

and friendship! 

Please pray: 1) for the ability to see and respond to opportunities that God will present in this new time 

of ministry; 2) for God to prepare the hearts and minds of all students; 3) for boldness to share the Gos-
pel with students.                                 
                                                                                                                       —Stephen Blum 
Christian Education 
 

We are excited to see our children’s programming expanding at FBC!  This fall, we are implementing a new min-
istry with our youngest children as we begin to provide care for our littlest ones during the morning Sunday 
School hour and then incorporate them into our worship services at 11:00.  You will begin to see our children, 
ages 3-9 sharing in worship through music and the word.  Please share with those you know that we care about 
our children and young families and want everyone to know that we are being intentional about meeting their 
needs!  
 
We continue to offer Sunday School for school-age children, as well.  Ruth Fox and Cesar Hernandez will be 
working with the children ages 6-9.  Many thanks to Isaiah Brown for his leadership in this area over the past 
year!  Sister Barbara Russell is continuing her women’s class on the women of the Bible.  Van Beck Hall and 
Tex Severance share responsibility for the men’s class, and Steve Hernandez has another adult class focused 
on Genesis.  If you are not taking advantage of the 10:00 hour to learn more about what God says in His Word 
or how we can draw closer to Him, we encourage you to come out for this time of learning and fellowship! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mission and Outreach 
As we head into the fall, your Missions and Outreach Committee is 

planning some special activities and events.  We most recently en-

couraged participation in the Welcome Week events, and specifically 

helped to hand out the welcome bags created by the Fireflies to stu-

dents as they passed by the church.  Several of our group also had 

the opportunity to visit the Church Without Walls event, led by Evange-

list Carr, representing one of the local ministries we support as a 

church.  It is exciting to see what she and her team are doing to reach 

people for Christ. 

We are so excited to have the Revelacion Maranatha Praise Band back from LaRomana, Dominican Republic (D.R.), 

on Wednesday night, September 7th at 7 p.m.  Please plan to come and bring your 

friends to this free event.  There will be a free will offering to help raise funds for Haitian 

immigrants who live in the D.R.  These funds will help with their children’s school ex-

penses and medical needs at the Good Samartan Hospital, among other things.    

Please make your checks out to the church with a notation for “Maranatha”. 

As we begin to see colder weather coming, we are aware that there are those who will 

be in need of warmer clothing for the winter.  If you have any winter coats that are in 

good condition and you are no longer in need of them, please consider bringing them to 

the church as part of our annual coat drive for East End Cooperative Ministries. If you 

wish to contribute financially, please make checks to the church with EECM coats in the 

memo line. 

Stay tuned this month for ways that you can contribute towards the Thanksgiving meals provided by Light of Life Res-

cue Mission each year to individuals and families in need.  We have been abundantly blessed, so let us bless others.  

Later in the month there will also be an opportunity to participate in a bake sale, the proceeds of which will all go to 

that project in addition to other donations.  Please make checks to the church with a notation that it is for Light of Life 

meals. 

                                                                                                            — Ruth Fox 

Wednesday Night Bible Study:   “Surely not I?” 
Mark 14:19 (NASB):  “They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, ‘surely not I?’” 

How sure are you that you know God?  How sure are you that you know Jesus?   

We are currently studying Mark 14 and are in the scenes just before Easter; the disciples are gathered with Jesus to 

celebrate a Passover meal that would become the Last Supper.  The disciples traveled with Jesus through His earth-

ly ministry for 3 years, and Jesus makes accusations that they will fall away with persecution.  The disciples have 

downplayed Jesus’ prophecy of His being handed over to the authorities, and now Jesus informs them directly that 

He will be handed over by one of His own disciples… and they all question… “Is it, I?”  How disconcerting it is for the 

disciples to hear these words and question their own actions! 

This past spring, Petroula and I experienced the play “Living Last Supper” at Metzler’s Mennonite Church.  It  was a 

very interesting play in that it portrays the disciples and their experience with Christ, but they all ended their mono-

logue, asking “Is it I?”  If you are interested in seeing the presentation, which I think was very well done, here is the 

link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mswygE18yQU 

Jesus was trying to tell the disciples that a transition is coming that was not easy to go through.  Come on out 

Wednesday Nights at 7pm to study the Bible together and see how the disciples move through the events of Easter.  

We will also have a time of food and fellowship just prior to the Bible Study at 6:30pm.  Bring a friend. 

                                                                                                                                      —Chad Zoll 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mswygE18yQU


 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

Distinct: Living above the Norm 

Study continues, Friday, September 23 at 7pm 
 

Matthew 5:6 (NASB):  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. 

In August, we had our Men’s Breakfast and started a Bible Study Series called, “Distinct: Living above the Norm,” 

looking at the Beatitudes recorded in Matthew 5:1-12 and how they relate to characteristics of a Christian, and how 

that differs from the world’s view of “blessings.”  It is a video Bible Study series where author Michael Kelley noted 

that the Beatitudes were not commands but rather characteristics.  The blessings come through serving others and 

worshiping God, by pursuing God and His Word, and not homes, cars, or wealth. 

Our September meeting will occur on September 23 at 7pm.  We will continue in the Distinct Bible Study by looking 

at the topic of our influence, and continue on in Matthew 5:13-20.  We will also have pizza and a time of fellowship.  

The meeting will take place in the church library.  Bring a friend.   

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB): “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 

another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship and encouragement in pursuing the purposes 

of Christ . . . to become men after God’s own heart. 

                                                                                                                                —Chad Zoll 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship) 
 

New and long time friends gathered for a sweet sister-
hood of Christian fellowship at Suk’s house. Our back-
grounds vary but we all love our Lord Jesus Christ, just 
like the biblical sisters, Mary and Martha in the gospel of 
Luke. We sang hymns, and shared a devotion that re-
freshed our souls. We lifted up our needs, concerns for 
our family and friends in prayers. Following the meeting, 
we were treated with Suk’s special cuisine while sitting 
outdoor, under the grape vines arbor in her backyard. 
The late summer crisp weather couldn’t be better! Our 

next meeting will be on the third Saturday of September, 
at Shirley Smith’s home in Shadyside.  
                                                                                                         
Some of the women were able to enjoy a day at the 
local Rennaisance Fair on the last Saturday of Au-
gust.  We hope to do more fun outings in the future 
together! 
 
                                           —Dewi Wong 

 

Young at Heart 
 

And we’re back!  All seniors are invited to the next Young at Heart gathering on Wednes-

day, September 7th, at 11:30 a.m.  Sister Betty Batie is providing the meal and has invit-

ed our guest speaker, Ms. Marguerite Bolton, a genealogist, to speak to us on “A Lifetime 

of Treasures,” tracing genealogy creatively.  Please sign up right away.  Call or send an 

email to Ruth Fox or the office by Tuesday morning, September 6th.  Please invite your 

friends!  It’s a great outreach opportunity.  There is a recommended donation of $5 to 

cover the meal.  Thank you!           

                                                                                                             —Ruth Fox 



  

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 

. 
Not surprisingly (wait for it), the Fireflies had a great 
summer! We finished our Show and Then Tell se-
ries, some Fireflies dared to try out street evange-
lism, and a group of us celebrated our friends’ en-
gagement at Niagara Falls! In August we were busy 
with Welcome Week activities, including assembling 
100 welcome bags, posting flyers and chalking, and 
hosting a week’s worth of events to welcome students to campus 

(barbecue, speed friending, campfire, Bible study, game night, ice cream and trivia). A BIG THANK 
YOU to all who prayed, donated and/or served food, passed out welcome bags, or spent time with 
students. Thank you for your INVESTMENT in students’ lives! 
 

For the first 5 weeks of the semester, we will introduce and cover the Gospel 
story of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. The intent is to ex-
plore the Gospel in a way that opens it up to understanding how the stu-
dents’ studies become interwoven with the Gospel. We will start the sec-
ond week by examining the Creation story found in Genesis, specifically fo-
cusing on God’s commands to humanity. We will discuss how the subjects the 

students are studying could be used to have do-
minion over the earth and bring about goodness. 
The next week, we will discuss the Fall and how it 
has twisted our work. In the fourth week, we will discuss Jesus’ life and 
how He is redeeming the work that was twisted. The final week, we will 
explore how we can bring the work that we do back into alignment with 
the original intent of ruling the world and causing goodness and unity.   
 
 

Be a Prayer Partner: That God grants us clarity in our discussions and draws students to 
Himself. 

 

The Student Study Center Reopens!!! 
With the start-up of classes at Pitt and CMU, we are reopening our Student Study Cen-

ter to provide a safe and inviting place for students to spend time studying and hopeful-

ly feeling comfortable with our church facility and personnel.  If you would like to help 

give oversight during any of the the operating hours, or are willing to step in if someone 

is unable to volunteer on a given day, please speak to Ruth Fox.  The plan is to be 

open daily from Monday—Friday.  Please pray that this ministry will open doors and 

hearts! 
 

September Birthdays—Congratulations!    

Sept. 2     Kiera Qureshi         Sept 8       Steve Harris 
Sept. 3      Van Beck Hall        Sept. 16    Zachary Zoll 
Sept.  6     Carmen Jones Filloy       Sept. 19    Minh Nguyen             
Sept.  7      Wayne Stanzione           Sept. 30    Alan Davidson 
    



 
 
 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

September Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar        

                

•  4    Sept  (Sun)                           Sunday Worship—11:00 am ,  Ice cream social 
•  6    Sept  (Tue)                          Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                                                                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom), Trustee meeting—7:30 p.m. 
•  7      Sept   (Wed)             Maranatha Concert—7:00pm 
• 11     Sept   (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                                  Worship—11:00 am,  Deacons meeting -12:30 pm  
• 13     Sept  (Tue)              Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
•                                                          Trustee Meeting—7:30pm 
               FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)   
• 14      Sept  (Wed)               Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 17     Sept    (Sat)             Marys & Marthas– 10:00 am  
• 18    Sept    (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                       Worship—11:00 am   
• 20    Sept   (Tue)             Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
               FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 21     Sept  (Wed)              Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 23    Sept   (Fri)                            Men’s Fellowship —7:00 pm. 
• 25     Sept  (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
•                 Worship—11:00 am 
• 27 Sept    (Tue)             Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 28     Sept    (Wed)                      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
 
 
The Student Study Center  will be open: Mondays from 5-9 p.m.; Tuesdays from 2-6; Wednesdays from 2-6;  
                                                                                   Thursdays from 2-9 p.m.; and Fridays from 5-9 p.m.         
  

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

