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From the Pastor      
 

       Our Personal Scars Can Help Others Heal 

There is a book by the theologian Henri Nouwen called the Wounded Healer. In 

this book he presents the idea that the wounds we have suffered through our 

life experiences, can be used as we minister to others towards their own heal-

ing.  Jesus can use people who are willing share the past problems they have 

gone through and are now His willing agents in the world. The prophet Isaiah 

wrote of the coming Messiah.  “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was 

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

and by his wounds we are healed” (53:5). In fact, Jesus is looking to use these 

kinds of people because our world is broken and the biblical way of healing it is 

through the wounds of Jesus. 

The meditation for this month was inspired by my recent experience with bro-

ken bones in my foot. But this reality has me thinking about this year of 2020, a 

tough year with COVID19 disrupting businesses, schools and our lifestyles. We 

now have over 200,000 people who contracted the virus and died in the US. 

About 48 million people filed for unemployment. Wildfires are still going strong 

throughout the western part of the US. We also have seen many examples of 

racial injustice which have prompted first peaceful protests and demonstrations 

followed by violence and looting. We can join our African American brothers 

and sisters in acknowledging that they have been wounded by injustice 

throughout our history as a nation and that many of the core issues continue as 

glaring problems today. 

Pain and suffering have always been present in our world, but it seems like this 

year has seen more than its fair share.  How can Christians serve others in this 

very complex situation of our day?  It can be done through the offering of our 

sufferings to bring healing to others.  This is the path that Jesus took and the 

one he wants us to take in ministering to others.  Likewise, the apostle Paul 

was bold in proclaiming the Gospel and humble in his understanding of God’s 

words, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weak-

ness” (2 Cor. 12: 9-10). 

It has been clear to me that many of you already understand this principle.  I 

have been the recipient of many cards and words of encouragement.  Some of 

you have responded out of your own experiences of pain and suffering.  Be-

lieve me when I say how appreciative I am for these expressions of kindness 

and caring.  I have received strength from you all!  Let us go and serve! 

                                                Blessings, 

                                                Pastor Chuck Fox 

FBC  CONNECTIONS 
October 2020 

SAVE THE DATE! 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

RETREAT 

November 7 

10a.m.—2 p.m. 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

 Barbara Russell,  Chair 
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 Mary Ellen Johnson 

 Sean King 

 Robert Smith 

 Shirley Stanzione 

FBC  PHONE 

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
October 

7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m. 
 

You will receive an 
invitation each week 

to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

 

Deacon News   

                                                  

“In the waiting room of life, you can choose to trust God 

instead of panicking. You also need to remember two 

things: One, God is never in a hurry. And two, God is 

never late. God’s timing is always perfect.”  

                    Rick Warren – Founder/Senior Pastor Saddleback Church 

Grace and peace to all.  The year is three-quarters over, and we are 

rapidly approaching the fourth quarter of the year. Fall is a beautiful 

season. Rich vibrant colors of red, orange, yellow, brown, and green 

are on display and dancing lively all around us. Wonderful colorful au-

tumn hues are found in nature. Crisp dry mornings dawn that are per-

fect for leisurely strolls that quicken the breath and heart, but clear the 

mind. I like fall and love the changing of the season; it’s a time for warm 

bowls of homemade soup and bread. Yum! 

I’m so glad that God created the seasons. No matter what happens in 

the world, the seasons will continue.  Genesis 8:22 tells us that, “While 

the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 

and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” Praise 

God! He sets a plan in motion and it works. It simply does what it was 

designed to do, and it does it forever. I’m so glad that God is steadfast 

and unmovable in His plans, blueprints, and designs. 

As a church, due to COVID-19, we scaled back on many activities this 

year such as our Missions Summit, the outreach trip to the Dominion 

Republic, the church retreat, and church meeting in general. However, 

as a church we have grown during this crisis, perhaps not in numbers, 

but in the Spirit, in attitude, and love. The congregation is genuinely lov-

ing on one another through acts of mercy, concern, and even long-

distanced fellowship. 

FBC, by the grace of God, will continue to be God’s Church to each 

other and to the world as we enter the next season. Please continue to 

pray for Pastor Chuck and Ruth Fox for health and leadership; our new-

lyweds, Billy and Angeline; and any in our congregation dealing with 

health and financial issues. 

 

                                                     God bless you.   

                                                     Barbara Russell 

                                                     Chair of the Deacons 

 



  

Trustee Board Report 
Cool weather is arriving and our contractors are working to complete  
projects before the snow flies. Comcast is considering various ways to 
provide WiFi connections to our building and our cement contractor is 
removing some of the trip hazards from the sidewalks (see more be-
low).  Another contractor is working on the high roof and, thanks to a 
small grant from PHLF, he will be able to repair some of the down-
spouts from the same roof. Our plumbing contractor is preparing our 
boiler for winter and may install a system that will enable us to better 
monitor it’s operations. We are still considering the possibility and cost 
in shifting the heating system from steam to hot water and ,if possible, 
refinishing the  basement floor in the side hall. Our financial situation 
remains solid and we should be in good shape when we finally come 
through the pandemic. God has been good to our congregation for 208 
years and we pray His aid will continue in the future. 

                                               Van Beck Hall 
                                               Chair of the Trustees 
 

  
Fixing Up the Church Property 

 
Unfortunately, the best laid plans 

seem to get pushed back. We 

have been planning to fix the one 

gable and  the downspouts, as 

well as dealing with a roof inspec-

tion, but these keep getting 

pushed back because of the back-

log of work our Contractor is expe-

riencing from when the economy 

was shut down during the initial 

stages of the COVID 19 Pandemic. One of our contractors is starting to 

repair the concrete sidewalk that needed work because of trip hazards. 

The beginning of the work is pictured here.  

When you are at the church building, please be mindful there may be 

some areas blocked off for reconstruction. Also, please do not park in 

the driveway and leave the church premises as we may need you to 

move your car. Thanks for cooperation during these times of repair and 

restoration of the church property.    

                                                                Chad Zoll 

                                                                Trustee 

 

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 

 Casey  Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Vincent Johnson 

 Angeline Wong 

 Chad Zoll                                         

 Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

Please send your donations 

and pledges to: 

Secretary/Controller 
First Baptist Church Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15212 
 



Christian Education News 

Our Sunday morning Bible classes continue to meet.  Once again, thanks go to Nara Hernandez who 

has continued to provide programming for our littlest ones during this time of the pandemic!  Van Beck 

Hall and Tex Severance have been sharing the responsibilities for one of the adult classes.  They 

have been working through the book of Mark. 

An exciting development has been the teaching involvement of John Knox in the Sunday School class 

that is usually taught by Steve Hernandez.  John is leading the class through the Celebrate Recovery 

materials and everyone is finding it very interesting and helpful.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Mission and Outreach 

World Mission Offering—What a tremendous response we had to this special September offering 

that goes to help with International Ministries’ work all around the world!  $958 came in through the 

offerings and FBC matched $500 from the budget, bringing the total to $1458!  Thanks, everyone! 

EECM ANNUAL DRIVES—September-November is 

the time of year where we partner with East End Co-

operative Ministries (EECM) for their annual Coat and 

Christmas Toy Drives. We have ben faithful partici-

pants for the last several years. Thanks to all who do-

nated coats and money to the Coat Drive. We collect-

ed 19 coats and $35! We are thankful we can bless 

those who are in need this winter.  The pandemic has 

only increased the needs.    

 Not to rush Christmas even   more than the retail stores   

do, but October 4
th
 kicks off the annual Toy Drive with 

EECM. In lieu of purchased gifts from wish lists for a des-

ignated boy and girl, as we have done in years past, EECM is asking for donations of a $10-20 

Walmart or Target gift card. Our church has committed to supply AT LEAST $200 worth in gift 

cards, so we encourage you to donate a gift card or monetary donation toward that goal. (Please 

make checks payable to FBC Pittsburgh. Memo: Toys). DEADLINE: November 30
th

.  

PRISM—Ruth continues to work with international students and their spouses in 

the area of English conversation.  Because of COVID19, these classes have 

been held on Zoom.  People have checked in from Bolivia, Turkey and Brazil! 

Recently, PRISM began a Book Club that 

meets at FBC at noon on Wednesday. 

This is designed for those interested in improving their Eng-

lish, but who also are seeking more information about Jesus 

and God.  They are currently studying Basic Christianity. 

                                               Ruth Fox and Petroula Zoll 



Bible Study “Remember Me,” Says the Lord 

Why do we remember events? What do we do to remind ourselves of what the Lord has done for 
us? One way we remember is through celebrations. As I write this article, Yom Kippur is occurring 
which is the Jewish Celebration of the day of atonement and asking God for forgiveness of sins. So, 
why do we remember? To help give purpose to life and help us understand God and His ways. That 
is really what our weekly Bible Study is about. To remind us of the teachings of Christ and how He 
lived and that we would renew our commitment to HIm. Even way back in Deuteronomy 4:9-10, 
God instructs us to remember and how to pass this knowledge to our children. It reads: 

“Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have 
seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their 
children after them. 10 Remember the day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, when he 
said to me, “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere me 
as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their children.” (NIV) 

So, I encourage you to get involved in either the Wednesday Night Bible Study on Wednesdays at 

7pm or our Sunday School lessons on Sunday at 10 am. Current Studies on Wednesday nights in-

clude a study of the Gospel of John and the Gospel of Mark. These gatherings with the focus on our 

Lord and His teaching and God’s plan of salvation to be taught to generations after us will only hap-

pen if we can remember what the Lord taught our forefathers. 

 

 

 

 

Bible study—COVID style 

Distanced in person AND distanced on Zoom! 

 

Celebrating with Billy D. Scott and Angeline Wong Scott! 

On Sunday, October 18th, there will be a small reception for Billy D. and Angeline to celebrate with 

them in their marriage.  As you know, Dr. Billy D. Scott is our Director of Music Ministry and Ange-

line Wong has been a longtime member of the church, currently serving on our Board of Trustees, 

as well as helping with the worship service in many capacities.  Due to COVID19 

restrictions, they felt they needed to keep  the number of wedding attendees on 

Saturday, October 3 to 25 people.  Of course, under different circumstances, we 

would have all been able to share in that special day with them, but our way to par-

ticipate will be to fete them on the 18th when they are back from their honeymoon. 

We will still be observing our anti-COVID safety practices, but would like to encour-

age anyone and everyone who would like to share in a communal blessing of their 

marriage and life together to stay after church for this special time with them.     



 

 

Music Notes—Stay Tuned! 
     
We enjoy the music portion of our worship services as Billy D continues to hone his 
craft on the piano and is developing his skills on the organ and in choral work.  The 
choir (of 3) made its fall debut singing “Worthy is the Lamb” on September 13.  They 
would love to have some more people join for the next time!  The hope is to sing every 
couple of months.  Lee Caplan (bass), Zach Mester (cajon) and Ryan Salisbury 
(guitar) have been joining Billy D. (piano), Angeline (flute), and Ruth (bongos) as in-
strumentalists.  Angeline (soprano), Petroula (soprano), Ruth (alto) and Luke (bass) 
have taken on the role of lead singers for the congregational songs, and Rosany and Andre have 
been sharing in the special music.  We look forward to the day when we can ALL gather again, take 
off our masks, and have everyone singing! 
 
What does October bring?  On October 4th, we will be welcoming Mike Pollock back as our 
guest organist for an all-traditional service.  And then on October 11th, we’ll experience a con-
temporary worship service under the leadership of Andre and Rosany.  Also, during the month 
of October, we’ll be learning an acapella song under the guidance of Luke.  We hope you will 
come and worship as together we experience these various forms of worship! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship: September Game Night                              
Helping a Neighbor - and Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 

The September Meeting occurred on September 25 with a devotion-
al on Deuteronomy 4:3-10 and related it to how society in general 
has forgotten God. Chad Zoll led the devotion and offered a ques-
tion to those in attendance to watch out about replacing God with politics. Chad then reflected on how 
unreliable both major political parties have been recently in their messaging how these parties are on-
ly looking to their party bases and not looking to collaborate with people of differing opinions but just 
force laws through with only their party members' votes. If we spend time only listening to political 
events then there is not time to listen to Christ. The challenge is to keep Christ over our politics and 
that means we have to spend much more time with Christ than with politics. Time is the currency we 
all have in common and what we spend the most time on is what we value. 



  

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
The Marys and the Marthas have continued meeting via Zoom during these tough times.  It's 
not as good as being together, but so much safer.  Instead of meeting in each other's homes, 
we've been meeting in our own homes -- we can still sing together (even if we mute ourselves 
so we can't hear each other), learn together, pray together, and mostly talk and share and feel 
close even though far away.  We even had a long-time member, who has since moved out of 
state, join us in August. She couldn't have done that in person, but it worked so well on 
Zoom!  We hope more of you ladies will be able to join with us this month -- always the 3rd Sat-
urday, so this month it will be on the 17th, at 10 am until about noon.  Hope to see lots of you 
there!  
 
 

FBC Women’ s Sewing Group 
 
After a group from our church went on a mission trip to the Dominican Republic last spring, 
some of us in the congregation were inspired to make clothing for them to take for a return trip 
this spring.  Unfortunately, because of the virus, the mission group was unable to make the trip 
now.  But the clothing is ready to go and will be sent to the mission there.  We ended up mak-
ing 59 dresses and 24 pairs of shorts, plus 34 cotton shirts were purchased to include with 
this.  We had many of the women of the congregation working hard to do this, plus several 
men helped, too.  Not everyone sewed; some helped cut out, pin or help in other ways.  It was 
a great group effort, and I'm sure it will be very appreciated by the children.  Thank you to eve-
ryone who helped with this.  What a great feeling it is to know we were doing something to help 
our littlest brothers and sisters. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            ********** 

                                       A few extras! 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE  

First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
 
Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

October FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

   4    Oct    (Sun)               Worship —11:00 a.m.—at church, on Zoom and videoed 
                                               Deacon’s meeting  - 12:30 p.m. 
   6     Oct    (Tue)              FBC Prayer Meeting — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)    
   7  Oct    (Wed)             Bible Study — 7:00 p.m.—at church and on Zoom 
 10    Oct    (Sat)                Men’s Fellowship—9:30 am 
 11    Oct     (Sun)               Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  -  at church, Zoom and videoed  
 13    Oct     (Tues)             FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
          Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
 14   Oct    (Wed)               Bible Study—7:00 p.m.—at church and on Zoom 
 17   Oct    (Sat)                 Marys and Marthas at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
 18  Oct    (Sun)                 Worship—11:00 am  - at church and videoed ;  
                                                12:15— Reception for Billy D. and Angeline Scott 
 20  Oct   (Tue)                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.—(Zoom) 
 21  Oct    (Wed)               Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
 25  Oct   (Sun)                 Worship—11:00 am  - at church, on Zoom and videoed  
 27  Oct    (Tue)                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.—(Zoom) 
 28  Oct   (Wed)                 Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
 
 
  

   

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

