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From the Pastor’s Desk 

World Communion Sunday is a celebration observed by several Christian de-

nominations who are part of the National Council of Churches, and it takes place 

on the first Sunday of every October,.  The purpose is to promote Christian unity 

and ecumenical cooperation around the world. It focuses on the shared ob-

servance of communion. Interestingly enough, the tradition was begun in 1933 by 

Hugh Thomson Kerr who ministered in the Shadyside Presbyterian Church of 

Pittsburgh.  

There are Christians from many different places around the world who participate 

in the Lord’s Supper on this day, remembering that we are all part of the one body 

of Christ. Jesus introduced the Lord’s Supper, or communion, when he shared in 

the Passover meal with his disciples in the upper room of a home in Jerusalem on 

Thursday evening of what we know as “Holy Week.” He reminded his disciples to 

remember him whenever they partook of the bread and the cup, foretelling the 

events of the coming days when he would give up his body and blood for the sake 

of us all.  

After that meal he went out to the Garden of Gethsemane where he was betrayed 

by one of his disciples, arrested and sent to trial. He was condemned to die on the 

cross and then raised from the dead by God the Father on the third day. This is the 

cornerstone of our faith. 

Thus began the “Jesus movement” in Palestine some 2000 years ago, which has 

now spread to every continent. There are many groups that proclaim the name of 

Jesus as Lord, yet seem to have a different beliefs, rituals, or styles of worship 

which seem to separate us as God’s people.  Yet the Bible says there is one faith, 

one Lord, one baptism (Ephesians). On this particular day, as we celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper together, it is a reminder to us to remember that, in spite of the dif-

ferences that appear to divide the Christian community, all those who have faith in 

Christ are one in him.  

So then, if believers around the world are displaying their unity  in Christ through 

eating this meal of bread and wine together, we too can display our unity by our 

friendship, love and cooperation with each other.  In the New Testament, it was a 

big deal for Gentile and Jews to have table fellowship together. In the letter of Paul 

to the Corinthians he asked the people to "lay aside their divisions" and be united 

in the same mind. The apostle Paul thought it was very important to maintain this 

unity of the Spirit between Christians. At First Baptist Church we are trying to 

"maintain this unity" in our relationships with one another and by this show that the 

Holy Spirit is leading us.                                  

       Blessings,  Pastor Chuck 

  

FBC  CONNECTIONS 
October 2019 
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       FBC Deacon Board 

 Barbara Russell,  Chair 

 Casey Gnage 
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 Mary Ellen Johnson 

 Sean King 
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FBC  PHONE 

PRAYER MEETING 

7:30—8:00 pm 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday— Oct. 1st 
Prayer Line 

712-770-8018 

Code: 944008 

You’re on the line! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer re-
quests to Deacon 

 Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                    
iS A  CHURCH          

 

DEACON NEWS 

GOD ADDS TO THE CHURCH 

 

“...praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:47 

 

Our congregation is growing. Praise the Lord!! First, the Sunday attend-
ance at First Baptist church has been steadily increasing over the last 
several months. Second, the Lord has added new members to our con-
gregation. Just this month, four people joined by the right hand of fellow-
ship. Another individual, after completing new member classes, will join 
our congregation by baptism. 

We believe that this growth is a direct result of prayer. Earlier this year, 
during our churchwide Lenten Fast, the Pastor, Deacons, and the leaders 
of this church began to fast and pray for membership growth and spiritual 
maturity. We asked God for more families. When the Lenten fast stopped, 
we did not stop. The leaders continued to intercede prior to Sunday wor-
ship service, and on the first Tuesday prayer phone line. 

God has answered our prayers! He has increased our church numbers! 
Yet not only have our numbers grown, but there is also an increase in 
those seeking a deeper depth in discipleship. How? The number of at-
tendees participating in our past retreat was significantly larger than last 
year. People came to the retreat seeking to discover more about God, 
and more about their relationship with Him. Also, more members and at-
tendees are taking advantage of the various Bible study opportunities of-
fered at the church on Sunday and during the week. Our congregation is 
displaying a desire to know more and grow more in a personal relation-
ship with the Lord! We know what happens when we earnestly search for 
God. He says in His Word that He will be found. What next? Revival!! We 
will surely be praying for renewal, refreshing, and revival at FBC! We 
wholeheartedly solicit your prayers for the church leaders, and for revival.  

God bless you and have a safe and wonderful October! 

                                                                The Deacons 

                                                               

 

 

 

 
Welcome to our new members:  Wayne and Shirley Stanzione,  

Allan Felix, and John Haynes 



  

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 

 Casey  Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Vincent Johnson 

 Angeline Wong 

 Chad Zoll                                         

 Don Fedor (Facility Engi-
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Trustee Board Report 

We had a brief visit from Nathan Williams, a former pastor here at 
FBC. He and his wife, who now live in Florida, passed through a few 
weeks ago attended our Aug. 18

th
 Worship service. Their photo is in 

our September newsletter.  A few weeks later I received a letter from 
him.  He wrote that he felt “a new vitality” in the congregation that is 
heartening, and I hope the church can continue to build upon it. 

We have fortunately completed all of the major projects, and are cur-
rently repairing the library floor and radiator.  We will continue some of 
our roof repairs and maintaining our building.  Let us hope that Rev. 
Williams is correct in his analysis. We have a historic past in our city 
and we should have a vital future! 

 

Christian Education News 

After our  Sunday School “kick-off”  on August 26th, we reconvened 

our Sunday morning classes (10 a.m.).  Additionally, Pastor Chuck 

Fox is offering a 6-week class from October 6—November 10 on 

“Basic Christianity,” focusing on the book by John Stott by the same 

name.  If you are not currently enrolled in one of  these awesome 

classes, please consider joining him for this important study of  the 

fundamental tenets of our faith! 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Mission and Outreach 

World Mission Offering:  Every October, congregations come together for a time of aware-
ness, advocacy and action for global mission. Churches across the country celebrate and support the 
ministries that God is using to transform the world. This is the World Mission Offering.  For the 2019 
World Mission Offering, we are highlighting the Ministry Priorities of Evangelism and Disciple-
ship, Immigrants and Refugees and Education. While these represent only a fraction of IM’s min-
istries, they provide a window into what God is doing worldwide through IM’s 123 global servants, 
900+ volunteers, 43 home staff and 250+ global partners. Our goal is $750, the first $500 of which 
will be matched from the church budget.  An envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 

Winter Coat Drive for the East End Cooperative Ministries:  It has been a fairly warm fall thus 
far, but the cold is on its way!  Do you have an extra coat in your closet? Or a 
coat that doesn't fit anymore? Thinking about those without a coat this win-
ter?   Please bring in new or gently used winter coats to First Baptist Church of 
Pittsburgh and place on coat rack (circle drive entrance) labelled 
EECM.  Checks can be made to First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh, with EECM 
Coat Drive in the memo. (FBC will purchase coats with any donations received.)  
Please bring your coats or donations in by Sunday, October 20th.  

Visit from IM Global Servants:  On Sunday, September 29, we were 
honored to hear from Rev. Kit Ripley, IM Global Servant to Thailand where 
she works with Imago Arts and the New Life Center.  She is one of 8 mis-
sionary units that we support as a church.  Please keep her in your prayers 
as she travels back to Thailand in early October to continue with her ministry 
there.  Additionally, Karen Smith, the new Area Director for  Africa, formerly 
the Director of the New Life Center, was also able to join us.  Kiit, Karen and 
Ruth Fox all serve in our global ministries internationally in different roles.  
Ruth  has recently moved into a new role as Global Coordinator for Educa-
tion.  She and Karen will be traveling together in November to the  Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo for the grand opening of a new primary 
school  there.  Please keep them in your prayers, as well.  

PRISM:  For the past few weeks, we have been able to host PRISM’s 
Sunday night gatherings at our church, and we have provided the meal 
twice during September as they started up their programs for the year.  Thanks to all of you that 
helped to provide dishes or came to be supportive on “our” nights.   

Ruth Fox also started up the English conversation class for international women again. This class, 
which meets on Wednesday afternoons from 1:15 -2:30 p.m., has eight students this year, and is now 
being promoted by PRISM, as well.   

 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study Report:  How’s It Going? 
At the beginning of this fall, the challenge was posed during our Sunday School kickoff to grow 

closer to God.  So, how’s it going?  Hopefully, you are able to spend some private time with a 

devotional, like Our Daily Bread (www.odb.org) or some other  way to seek reminders of God’s 

instruction and review of God’s Word throughout the week, and not just Sunday. 

That’s the best thing about a mid-week Bible study.  It can be used to help pick you up and re-

mind you of God’s blessings, or who God is and what He can do or, if God is prompting you or 

calling to some service, a Bible Study discussion can help you discern these messages.   

It is great to be in a small group study where questions can be posed and discussions can be 

worked through and, with the help of the Holy Spirit, discern what messages we should carry 

with us.   

So, you are encouraged to come Wednesday nights for our Fellowship Meal at 6:15pm and a 

study in either the Gospel of Mark or Gospel of John.  Remember Paul’s instruction to Timothy in 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV):  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for re-

proof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.” 

Congratulations to the Zoll Family 

Congratulations to Chad and Petroula Zoll on the birth of 
their son Jonathan David Zoll on August 20th,  joining 
brothers Zachary and William.  May God bless the Zolls 
as they grow together as a family.  Let us, as a congre-
gation, commit to supporting them in the raising of their 
children by being a community of faith  that surrounds 
each and every one of them with caring and love in their 
journey. 
 

http://www.odb.org


Men’s Fellowship 

 
The Men’s Fellowship for September included 

an exciting evening at The Escape Room.  

This is a challenging activity that involves 

solving puzzles in order to get out of the 

room.  Word on the street is that Cesar Her-

nandez helped save the day! 

 

All men are invited to our next event on Friday 

evening, October 25th! 

 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Marys and the Marthas met on September 21
st
 at the Baptist Home.  We had invited the 

men and children to join us, and a number of them took us up on it, with a total of 20 present 
from our church, along with 5 other family members and friends affiliated with our group.  It was 
a delightful visit. Pastor Chuck did the devotions, which were particularly meaningful to one 
woman in particular.  Dewi played the piano for our hymns, and Margot led the singing and 
praying.  During the program, our people were scattered around among the residents, and after 
the program was finished, we all spent time visiting with them.  It was a really meaningful experi-
ence for all of us from First Baptist, and I’m sure the residents really enjoyed having us there, 
especially seeing the young people.  When we left, we all went out to lunch and had a pleasant 
time of fellowship. 

Our next meeting with be October 19
th
, at Vivian’s home.  Looking forward to seeing lots of 

women there with us!  All are invited! 



 

FBC Women’s Sewing Group     

The Sewing Group has been working on “pillowcase” dresses to be taken on 
the Mission Trip in May  to the Dominican Republic in May.  We also plan on 
sewing shorts for the little boys.  Our normal 4

th
 Saturday had to be postponed 

in September due to schedule conflicts, but we’ll meet instead on October 5 – don’t want to get behind 
on getting those clothes made for the kids in the DR!  We’ll still have our regularly scheduled meeting on 
October 26.  Please come join us – you don’t have to be an expert seamstress.  All you need is a love 
for the children in the DR.  Men are welcome to join us too!  Contact Betty Batie or Margot Quirin for 
more information. 

 

Music Notes 

The  Music Department of the Universiity of Pittsburgh will present its annual Choral Showcase on Satur-
day, October 5th at 4:00 PM. The concert will feature selections performed by the Heinz Chapel Choir, 
Women's Choral Ensemble, Pantherhythms and Men's Glee Club. Admission is free and open to the 
public. Victor Coriale, Jason Bluedorn and Megan Lucks from our church choir will be performing in vari-
ous ensembles. The choral repertoire selections will include classical works, spirituals, world music, mu-
sical theater and pop.  

In addition to the wonderful quartet that forms our current choir, we are 
pleased to have Billy D. Scott’s musical ensemble bring us special music dur-
ing our worship service  on Sunday, October 13th. 

We had a celebration for our Director of Music, Richard Teaster, who has 
completed 15 years with FBC.  We appreciate his part in bringing us closer to 
God through the gift of music.  The church gave him a love gift, a card,  and a 
wall decoration.  Richard has expressed his thanks to the congregation for this 
acknowledgement of his time and effort. 

Report on the Fall Retreat 

On Saturday, September  7, we held our bi-annual mini-retreat.  This year, our focus was “Growing Clos-

er to God through Discovering our Purpose.”  We enjoyed ice breakers, Bible study with Pastor Chuck, 

small group discussions, puzzles related to service to and through our church, more focus on particular 

Bible verses related to our purpose, great food and wonderful fellowship. 
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Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

October FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

 1       Oct.   (Tue)         FBC Phone Prayer Meeting—7pm 
   2      Oct    (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
  5      Oct     (Sat)          Women’s Sewing Group—10am 
  6      Oct     (Sun)         SS—10:00 a.m.; World Communion Sunday Worship—11:00 a.m.  
  6     Oct.     (Sun)         Deacon’ Meeting -12:30pm 
  6     Oct.    (Sun)         PRISM Dinner—6:30pm 
  8     Oct      (Tue)         Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
   9     Oct     (Wed)       Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 13    Oct      (Sun)         SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m. ; Council Meeting—12:30 p.m.   
 16    Oct     (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 19    Oct     (Sat)          Marys & Marthas—10am 
 20    Oct    (Sun)          SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.  
 20    Oct    ( Sun)          Sanctuary Tours—1pm 
 23    Oct    (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 25    Oct     (Fri)             Men’s Fellowship 
 26    Oct    (Sat)           Women’s Sewing Group 
 27    Oct    ( Sun)          SS—10:00 am; Worship—11:00 am  
 30   Oct    (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:   
 2 Nov (Sat)              Security training for church leaders 
 24 Nov (Sun)          Thanksgiving dinner  with House of Prayer Church after worship 
    
 
             Check out our Facebook page:  First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh! 

   

                                                                       

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

