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From the Pastor’s Desk — Christmas a time of Hope 

FBC  CONNECTIONS 
December 2019 

Advent is a time of solemn preparation for the arrival and birth of Israel's 
Messiah. It is a time of quiet reflection, but also a time of excitement, when 
individuals and families decorate their homes with lights, candles and Christ-
mas trees all in anticipation of the birth of the Christ Child. Advent is a time 
of waiting. In this time of waiting, we hope that life will get better, suffering 
will cease and news of violence and shootings will end. This kind of hope 
comes with the promise of Jesus’ final return. Again this year we will tell the 
Christmas story, light the Advent candles, and sing traditional carols. 

As I listen to the news, we live in a dark world.  But the promise from Scrip-
ture is that the “light shines in the darkness” (John 1:5) with the person of 
Jesus Christ. Yes, the one born in Bethlehem is the one who said, “I am the 
light of the world.”  He is the Light.  The good news of the Gospel is that this 
message comes to us from outside of ourselves.  He comes from God. 

Even more, the hope of Christmas is that the “lion shall lie down with the 
lamb” (Isaiah 11:6) and this means that peace will come, and violence will 
end, when Christ comes the second time.  This part of Scripture from Isiah 
means that reconciliation with happen between enemies through God’s 
power. 

Today, we are called to be a people of hope through our ministry to others in 
this day that we live.  Yes, as we wait for Christ’s birth we have a chance to 
be “people of hope” to those around us in need. 

For example, I saw on the news a true story of a young boy with cancer who 
was forced to be isolated from others because of his low immunity.  He 
could not leave his home; if he contacted others he could get seriously ill.  
So, his neighbors brought the “joy” of the community to him, right in front of 
his home where he could look out the window and see his friends. 

They performed Irish step dancing, sang as a choir, formed parades of kids 
and dogs in costume. Guitar players displayed their talents and young peo-
ple gave gymnastic stunts all designed to uplift this young boy and give him 
hope.  It was wonderful. 

This community of friends living near the boy brought some "light" to his 
darkness.  Because the light of Jesus shines  in our dark world we, the fol-
lowers of Jesus at First Baptist, are called to bring some light to others at 
this time of year. As we wait in anticipation, we can also look for opportuni-
ties around us to give hope to those in darkness.  

                                                      May you have a blessed Christmas,                                                                                     
     Pastor Chuck 
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Deacon News 
                                                               

“AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL A MULTITUDE OF 

THE HEAVELY HOST PRAISING GOD AND SAYING:  GLORY TO GO 

IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOODWILL TOWARD 

MEN!” LUKE 2:13-14 

Sometimes the hustle and bustle overtakes us during this time of year, we 
may unintentionally forget just  whose birthday it is.  As we approach this 
holiday season, let’s not forget whom we are celebrating.  It is the birth of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.  So, in all that we do let’s give glory 
to God in the highest.  God sent his only son to die for us so that we could 
have unhindered access to his throne room.  Sin was atoned.  Peace was 
purchased.  Goodwill toward men was extended.  How great you are, al-
mighty God! 

We just completed another wonderful combined Thanksgiving dinner with 
our sister church, the House of Prayer, under the guidance and leader-
ship of Pastor Henderson.  All those in attendance enjoyed a plentiful and 
tempting array of salads, meats, seafood, sides, desserts, etc.  A very 
heartfelt thanks goes to Sister Betty Batie, Coordinator, the House of 
Prayer members, all those who brought dishes, helped set up, serve and 
cleaned up.  A well-received and enlightening message was preached by 
a guest pastor provided by the House of Prayer.  This is an event that we 
all look forward to each year.  Praise the Lord for bringing church families 
together!  We are the body of Christ. 

Ruth is safely back from Hungary and the Congo.  Praise God!   Surely 
she will have many new stories and exciting testimonies to share with us.  
We are appreciative and thankful for all the financial and spiritual support 
provided this year to our many missionaries on the mission fields.  Please 
continue to labor in prayer for them. 

Just as God is about to change the year, so change will come to our con-
gregation.  Richard Teaster has resigned his position as our Music Direc-
tor.  Thank you for your many years of service, Richard.  We send our 
heartfelt blessing with you, and we pray God’s best for you . 

As we approach the year’s end, let’s be prayerful and open to change.  It 
sure happens.  Baby Jesus changed to the crucified Christ.  It was not 
pretty, but  thank God for the righteous change.  Let’s look  forward to 
what God has in store for us in the new year.  Glory to God in the highest! 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 



  

Trustee Board Report 
The Trustees are undertaking our last project for 2019. This            

involves the replacement of the flat roof on the south side entrance 

with a new warranted flat rubber roof. Our $10,000 grant from    

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation will pay for over half 

the expense of this project. The final payment from the Grace  

Pischke estate amounting to amounting to almost $50,000 has 

been received and will be placed into the permanent fund. 

The congregation will be begin to consider security issues during  

the next several months. This will involve our responses to fires, 

natural disasters and especially to the threat from shooters. This 

process will not cost much in money but will be expensive in time 

and effort. All members of the congregation will be involved in plain-

ing for procedures in response to these issues. Indeed we as indi-

viduals will have to ascertain our own responses to a variety of 

threats. The congregation will not only be informed but must also be 

involved in planning our responses. 

Christian Education News 

Our weekly Sunday School classes continue at 10 a.m. with Dr. 

Van Beck Hall, Deacon Steve Hernandez, Deacon Barbara Russell 

and Mrs. Gidget Severance (children’s class).  Pastor Chuck has 

been teaching a  Sunday School class on Basic Christian Beliefs 

which will end  on Sunday, December 22nd.  

A new 6-week course will  begin on January 12, led by Ruth Fox on 

the subject of “Winning the Worry Battle” which uses the Book of 

Joshua as the base for this Bible study by Barb Roose.  A sign-up 

sheet is in the library if you are interested in participating in this 

course.  She will need to know by December 22  how many will be 

part of the class in order to request the appropriate number of 

books. 

Mission and Outreach  

The Retired M&M Offering is taken throughout 

the month of December.  This is an opportunity 

for us to give a “thank-you” gift to help retired 

ministers and missionaries who encounter fi-

nancial difficulties in their retirement, perhaps 

due to health considerations or other crises.  Our goal is $500 with 

the potential of another $500 match from our budget.  Thank you! 
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Mission and Outreach (cont.) 

Ruth Fox continues to facilitate an English con-

versation class on Wednesday afternoons for in-

ternational women.  One of those students, Olga 

Samoilova from Russia via Italy, has been attending our church for the 

past month. Recently, a new class was begun for international men.  

Meet Duy Nhat Phan from Vietnam, Ph.D. in mathematics! 

Do you want to be a blessing to someone this Christmas?  Our church has the opportunity to 

help in a number of ways.  On December 14
th
 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. there will be a clothing 

swap at the Corner, a Community Center on Robinson St. in West Oakland. This is an event 

designed for people to come and trade clothes, or take clothes that they may need for the 

winter.  We will collect anything you want to bring  next week towards this cause.  They would 

like volunteers to help on the day of the swap, as well, if you are able to help.  Please speak 

to Pastor Chuck if interested.  You  can also “adopt” a resident at Cornerview Nursing Center 

and provide a gift or two for that person.  Items could include hats, gloves, scarves, slippers, 

pants, shirts, socks, personal items, etc.  Speak to Ruth Fox if interested. 

MISSION SUMMIT at FBC—Saturday, March 28!  Silent Auction, bake sale, music, testi-

monies, sharing, international fare!  Mark your calendar now! 

The dates for the 2020 Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic have been set for May 5-12.  

Is God calling you to participate?  We will be inviting people from  other ABCOPAD churches 

to take part, but want to give FBC members and friends the first chance to sign up.  Please 

speak to Ruth Fox if you think you might be interested. 

Music Notes 

You are all invited to the  annual Christmas concert of the University of Pittsburgh Men’s Glee Club  

and the Steel City Men’s Chorale, both directed by our very own FBC Director of Music, Richard 

Teaster.  This concert is free to all those who attend the First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh.  It will be 

held on Saturday, December 7th at 4 p.m.   

 

Our last Sunday worship with Richard Teaster as our Director of Music will be on December 22nd.  

Please take a moment to express your appreciation to Richard for his valuable contributions to our 

church life and worship for the past 15 years.  The quality and caliber of the music under his leader-

ship has been a great blessing to FBC.  Our prayers go with him as he continues to expand his pro-

fessional roles at the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University. 

 

We wish to thank the choir members, Lizzie Lohrer, Megan Lucks, Victor Coriale, and Jason Bluedorn 

for their contributions to our service each week.  Our prayers are with them as they complete their 

studies for the term and go home for their Christmas break.  We have enjoyed the contributions of the 

Pitt University students for a number of years, and we are grateful. 

 

Please join us for an evening of cider and carols, combined with our Christmas Eve service on Tues-

day night, December 24, at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Stay tuned, also, for an opportunity to go Christmas caroling, as we have done in the past.   



Men’s Fellowship-Volleyball 
For November, the men’s fellowship went to see a University of Pittsburgh Volleyball game. It 

was a great time of fellowship. Allan Felix joined us for the first time and he knew all the penalty 

rules. Unfortunately, the Men’s Fellowship will not meet because of the holiday break at the 

end of December.  Please be on the lookout in the January Newsletter to see when the Men’s 

Fellowship will meet again.  Also, we have other holiday gatherings men can be a part of and 

lead, such as the Christmas Eve Service and the New Year’s Eve Party.   

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    
The Marys and the Marthas met in November at Shirley Stan-
zione's home.  It was a great time with lots of talk of how thankful 
we all are.  Our December meeting will be on December 21st at 
Margot Quirin's home.  We'll be celebrating Christmas with lots of 
Christmas carols and stories of the first Christmas as well as our 
own Christmas stories.  We'll also be having a gift exchange.  We  
always have lots of fun at our meetings.  Please try to join us this 
month!  

 
FBC Women’s Sewing Group     

The Sewing Group didn't meet in November and also won't meet in December due to schedule 
conflicts.  We'll be back at the sewing machines in January, hard at work making clothing for 
the kids in the Dominican Republic.  Please plan on joining us.  Any skill level is welcome and 
all will be able to contribute! 
 

Active Threat Training 

We had a very interesting and informative presentation by Sergeant 

Kroll of the Pittsburgh Police Department on Saturday, November 2.  

There were 35 people in attendance representing 8 churches from the 

ABCOPAD region.  14 of the FBC Pittsburgh were present.  Our pas-

tor became the “bad guy”!  The Trustees will let us know what next 

steps we will take as a church towards increased security and safety. 

 

 

 

 

 



Advent Bible Study Begins December 4 at 7pm 
 

We will be taking a holiday break from the Gospel of John.  Pastor Fox will be doing 

2 Bible Studies for Advent on December 4 and 11.  There will be a special program on December 18 

(see below).  Christmas and New Year’s Day are both on Wednesday, meaning  there will be no Bi-

ble study on those days. The Gospel of John will resume again in the New Year with chapter 6.   

 

A Celebration of Hanukkah 
On Wednesday evening, December 18, we will have a special guest to share with us 

the meaning of Hanukkah.  Jeff Kip, of Chosen People Ministries, will come and lead a 

Hanukah service following our light meal, served at 6:30 p.m.   

 

 

Celebrating the Past—Looking Forward to the Future 

Family Fun Night– December 31st at 7pm 
Looking back on 2019, how was this year for you?  What did you learn?  What were your goals?  Did 

you accomplish what you set out to do?  Was one of your goals to grow in closer fellowship with God 

and His people?  How about to have more fun!  Come out to First Baptist Church on December 31st 

at 7pm for a game and movie night.  We will be watching the movie “Evan Almighty” which is a mod-

ern day spoof on the Noah story.  There will be games as well as food.  Bring a friend! 

 

Thought for the Season 

Sunday School Theme Verse:  Micah 6:8 NIV 

He has told you, O man, what is good; 

    and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

As you think about the story of our Lord’s Birth this Christmas, how does this verse relate events of 

Christmas?   The Three Magi from the East, Mary and Elizabeth, the Angelic Revelations to Mary 

and Zechariah and the shepherds?  How did they demonstrate their humility with God, and kind-

ness?  How did they demonstrate justice?  Think about and meditate on it.   

 

A New Fellowship Meets at FBC 

We have added a new Korean group that meets at our church on Sunday afternoons.  Our support 

of this fledgling group continues an effort on our part to make our church—God’s church—available 

to others determined to spread the Gospel and grow His Church.  Currently, they join the other 

groups sharing our facility: the Ethopian Fellowship, the House of Prayer, and the Church on Cam-

pus.   



 

Congratulations to the Graduate! 

We congratulate Joseph Gnehm on the successful completion of his degree 

from CMU, bestowed on him mid-month.  Joseph has been a bright light in our 

midst for the past 3 years!  Be assured of our prayers for your future, Joseph!  

You will always be part of the FBC family! 

Pastor Recognition  

Pastor  Chuck thanks everyone at FBC for the lovely and thoughtful gift  given 

him for Pastor Recognition month! 

Thanksgiving Dinner—November 24, 2019 



PLEASE  
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December FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

   1     Dec     (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship —11:00 a.m.  
   3     Dec     (Tue)       FBC Phone Prayer Meeting—7:00pm 
   4     Dec     (Wed)      Advent Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
   7     Dec    (Sat)          PMGC  Christmas  Concert—4:00 pm 
   8     Dec    (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m. ; Council Meeting—12:30 p.m.  
   8     Dec    (Sun)        Advent  Wreath  - 12:30 pm,  Deacon’s Meeting—1:00pm 
 10    Dec     (Tue)        Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
 11     Dec    (Wed) Advent  Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 14    Dec    (Sat)         Belle Voce Concert— 7:30 pm 
 15    Dec    (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.   Council Meeting –12:30 pm 
 18    Dec    (Wed)      Celebration of  Hanukkah  - 6:15 pm 
 21    Dec    (Sat)         Marys & Marthas—10:00 am 
 22   Dec    (Sun)        SS—10:00 am; Worship—11:00 am  
 24   Dec    (Tues)      Christmas Eve caroling and service—6:30 p.m. 

 25   Dec    (Wed)                                 Merry Christmas 

 29  Dec    (Sun)       SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m. 
 31   Dec    ( Tue)         Family Fun Night—7:00 pm                             
 
   

   

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

