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From the Pastor  

  

Recently, we had a joyful family vacation in Virginia near the Appalachian Trail.  

We had great family dinners, played board games, sang songs, hiked, and en-

joyed being together.  On the way home, Ruth and I traveled by way of Char-

lottesville to see the home of Thomas Jefferson at Monticello.  Then we were off 

to Washington, D.C. to see the Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, Washing-

ton Monument, WWII Memorial, Vietnam Memorial and the White House. It was 

inspiring to see these tributes to people who made significant contributions to and 

sacrifices for our country. 
 

As we celebrate this fourth of July weekend, we remember that Thomas Jefferson 

penned the Declaration of Independence.  He states, “We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Crea-

tor with certain unalienable rights; that among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-

suit of happiness.”  Historians believe that the statement, “all men are created 

equal” referred, at first, to the American colonists as a group, establishing the fact 

that they were equal to the people groups of the European nations.  Later, this 

phrase about equality came to refer to all people as individuals. 
 

Thomas Jefferson was a talented lawyer, statesman, 3rd President of the United 

States, and primary author of the Declaration of Independence.  He was a multi-

talented and complex man, reflected in his enjoyment of botany, archeology, mu-

sic, birdwatching, horseback riding, and developing inventions.   
 

As much as we like to credit Jefferson for his choice of concepts and words used 

in the Declaration of Independence, his sense of equality “for all” did not extend, 

to those enslaved on his own plantation.  He inherited slaves from his father and 

father-in-law, and purchased 20 of his own over time.  Out of over a total of 600 

slaves, he gave freedom to only 10.  Additionally, he fathered 6 children by one of 

his slaves, Sally Hemmings, without benefit of marriage. 
 

We find the full definition of equality through the biblical interpretation that we are 

ALL created in the “image of God.” There is no distinction made by gender, race, 

intelligence, beauty, religion, culture, education, health or wealth. We all come 

equally before the cross for our salvation. The Apostle Paul wrote that “There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 

nor female, for you are in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28 
 

As we celebrate the 4th of July, may we be aware there are still people around 

the world who are treated unjustly and with inequality, and may we do our part to 

bring about freedom and justice for all. 
 

                                                                             Blessings, 

                                                                             Pastor Chuck Fox 
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       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Mary Ellen Johnson 

• Sean King 

• Robert Smith 

• Shirley Stanzione 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
July 

7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m. 
 

You will receive an 
invitation each week 

to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

 

Board of Deacons                            

The Deacon Board is tasked with oversight of the programming 
and spiritual practices of the church.  One of the goals is to sup-
port and encourage practices that will bring us closer to God and 
to one another.  We mourn with those who mourn and rejoice with 

those who rejoice.  We recent-
ly shared in a memorial ser-
vice for Albert Johnson, Sr.  
On Memorial Day weekend, 
we were honored to celebrate 
his life with his son, Albert, Jr. 
and his wife. Dr. Van Beck 
Hall, Dr. Robert Smith, Sean 
King and Bettie Batie gave 
warm remarks about their 
memories of their friend. 

Other ways that we share in people’s 
lives is by celebrating shared experi-
ences like Father’s Day. Steve Her-
nandez, Josh Kelsey and Ronald Per-
ry are pictured here, representing all 
our dads! 

It is also our custom to pray 
for those who move away.  
We recently said “good-bye” 

to Rosany Lisboa who 
has contributed so 
much to the life of our 
church in her short time 
with us. 

 

Our summer church picnics have resumed as another way to 
bring us together for fellowship and also make us more visible 
and inviting to the community at large. 

Please see the Mission and Outreach report for more information 
on other activities going on this summer and plans for the fall. 

 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Van Beck Hall, President 

• Casey  Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Angeline Wong 

• Chad Zoll                                         

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

Board of Trustees 

The Trustees will be supporting two important programs for the 2021-2022 
church year. The first involves the appointment of a Director of Campus 
Outreach. This position has been funded by our church budget and be a 
grant from ABCOPAD. This project will enable our church to reach out to 
students, faculty, and staff from Pitt and CMU. In order to develop the pro-
ject, the church , during the summer will draft a job description for the di-
rector and will begin  the process of finding and interviewing candidates. 
These activities will involve the Pastor and Deacons as well as the Trus-
tees. The second program hopes to develop a study area in the library for 
university students. This will involve enlisting volunteers, defining space, 
and providing the required equipment and furniture. We hope to open the 
facility this coming September. 
 
The Trustees at their June meeting welcomed Tex Severance, the newly 
elected member of the Board, and elected Van Beck Hall as president, 
Angeline Wong-Scott as Vice-President and Chad Zoll as secretary. Ca-
sey Gnage, whose term expired, will continue as Controller and sit as an 
ex-officio member. 
 
Several maintenance projects have been or are nearing completion. The 
new shower, located at the bottom of the south side stairs in the basement 
has been completed. The leak in the baptistry has been repaired and the 
radiator in the narthex has been replaced. Work continues on repairing the 
steam leak in the former TAC office. We plan to begin work on repairing 
the window wells, repair the damage to the west side high roof, and con-
tinue to work on the gutters and downspouts. The largest planned project 
involves stripping the tile from the main hall floor and refinishing the floor 
to match the floor in the side hall. If the floor is badly damaged, we may 
replace with tile. 
 
A churchwide work day is planned for July 24 at 9 a.m.  Please plan to 
come and share in cleaning and beautifying God’s house at FBC! 
 
This coming year could be an important one in the history of the church. If 
our two projects are successful we should be able to draw students and 
faculty to our church. We pray that the Holy Spirit will support us in these 
efforts. 
                                                                                        Van Beck Hall 
 
 



Mission and Outreach 

 
Thank you to all of you who contributed to the One Great Hour Offering during the month of June.  In total 
we raised $1101.50 to help families all over the world affected by COVID19.  This amount, added to our 
match of $500 brings us to $1601.50!!!  THANK YOU!!!  This is one of the four major offerings we take up 
throughout the year.  This fall, the focus will be on international ministries, and we will have visits from 
some of those we support financially.  Stay tuned! 
 
Currently, the church leadership is working on trying to develop the plans for focusing more intentionally on   
campus ministry and reaching out to students and young adults in the area.  Petroula and the Fireflies, 
along with Ruth Fox, will be helping to develop the library area as a student study center for the fall.  Pas-
tor Chuck is doing the research regarding potential sources and candidates for the recently created posi-
tion of  Director of Campus Outreach for FBC.   
 
The Fireflies are continuing to meet and have made plans for some exciting new activities throughout the 
summer.  As a form of outreach and invitation, there will be Saturday night gatherings at our church in July 
and August.  Nara Hernandez is organizing the July Saturdays as a storytelling 
event based on Spooked podcasts from NPR.  Petroula Zoll will be organizing the 

August Saturdays as movie nights.  There will be more 
information coming!  
 
 Additionally, Nara has arranged for a “Drawing Time” 
on Friday mornings from 10 am.—noon to allow stu-
dents from the campuses an opportunity to come and 
get familiar with our library area and comfortable with 
our church. It will not be a structured time of teaching 
art, but rather a time of relaxing and sharing while also 
providing those who come with art supplies to draw or 
doodle, etc. 

 
Other outreach activities in the offing include the possibility of prayer walks, picnics, the PRISM Garage 
Giveaway, etc.  Our first summer picnic was held on Sunday, June 27th.  There will be another one on July 
25th and August 29th. The Garage Giveaway will be held August 19 and 20.  If you have kitchen utensils/
dishes, small appliances or small pieces of furniture that you would like give to incoming international stu-
dents, please bring them to the church ahead of time.  We are currently collecting items in the middle 
classroom in the basement for the time being. 
 
Dr. Shirley Smith has generously provided 25 boxes of non-perishables from her sorority.  FBC just re-
ceived our second of four deliveries of these boxes.  Please feel free to take a box for yourself or for some-
one else.  They just ask that you complete the survey form for their records.  It’s a great opportunity to 
bless someone in need.  There will be two more deliveries to us, one in July and one in August. 
 

Christian Education 

We continue to hold 2 adult classes during the Sunday School time on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  
Van Beck Hall and Tex Severance provide the teaching at one.  The second class is now continuing to 
study the Celebrate Recovery materials with shared facilitation.  Nara and Cesar Hernandez have also 
continued (for over a year now!) to provide consistent and excellent teaching to the youngest of our 
church.  Nara has completed two sessions of Course 101, a study of basic Christianity beliefs, and is will-
ing to consider teaching it again if desired. This has been taught at a separate time from Sunday morning.  
We appreciate the dedication of all those involved in providing these different aspects of Christian educa-
tion.  If you would like to see anything added to our current offerings, please speak to Ruth Fox, Superin-
tendent for the Sunday School program. 



Music Notes 
 

Throughout the month of June, the FBC music team had the privilege to incorporate some new talent as 

well as familiar faces. In particular, we featured vocalist Joshua Kelsey, who provided two energetic spe-

cial music performances of pieces originally composed by Rich Mullins and Keith Green. Sarah Moyer 

and Nara Hernandez also generously shared their vocal talents with the congregation on “It is Well, with 

My Soul.” Moreover, Dewi Wong (along with vocalist and sound engineer, Angeline Wong-Scott, sang a 

beautiful rendition of “They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love.”  

We are beginning to witness the growth of our FBC choir, which now includes—in addition to Luke W. 

Lockhart, Ruth Fox, Petroula Zoll, and Angeline Wong-Scott—Dr. Shirley Smith, Joseph Gnehm, Steve 

and Nara Hernandez, Sarah Moyer, Dewi Wong, and Steve Harris. The FBC choir will be performing a 

choral rendition of Twila Paris’ “How Beautiful” on Sunday, August 1.  

The FBC music ministry would like to thank our guest artists—Jeff Grubbs (bass), Brad Fritcher (trumpet), 

Lee Robinson (saxophone), Zack Mester (percussion), Steve Ippolito (percussion), Ryan Salisbury 

(guitar), and Lee Caplan (bass)—for sharing their talents with the congregation. We would also like to 

thank the FBC vocal trio, Ruth Fox (also bongos), Petroula Zoll, and Luke W. Lockhart, for their steady 

contributions every Sunday morning.  

In conclusion, the FBC music team will be performing a variety of pieces during the month of July that 

draw from classical, pop, and jazz traditions. 
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Outdoor Picnic—It was a VERY HOT DAY on June 27, 2021 
             Thanks to all who prepared the food and shared in the day!  

   

 



 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study... Action Packed!! 

I hope everybody who had participated in the study of the selected Psalms was able to find something new 

about the Psalms, with the help of CS Lewis in his “Reflections of the Psalms” as our guide.  We looked at 

the topics such as cursings, as well as beauty of the Lord, prophecy as well as high regard for scripture and 

God’s law as depicted in Psalm 119  It was a good time of study about aspects of life, feelings of disap-

pointment disappointment, loneliness and realize our own feelings of revenge and how ugly we can be to-

wards each other.  And the Psalms point to Jesus as we looked at  Mark 12:36 and Psalm 110.         

                                                                        

Summer has now begun and we will continue on through the summer in the Gospel of Mark led by Casey 

Gnage.  I know we recently had a Gospel of Mark study in Sunday School.  For whatever reason, Casey 

would like to begin in the Gospel of Mark again.  I guess God feels not enough people have heard the gos-

pel of Mark, or we do not know the book well enough yet to move on.   

 

The Gospel of Mark is fast paced compared to the other gospels.  Chronologically, it is thought to be the 

earliest written gospel and that the Gospel of Luke and Matthew use it to frame their gospel accounts.  It is 

much different from our recent study of the Gospel of John.  So come on Wednesdays at 7pm to get a fresh 

look at Jesus and his earthly ministry.   

 

Men’s Fellowship:. 

Friday Fellowship moving to Saturday Morning for July 
In June, we had a great discussion on the life of Joseph in the old testament… focusing on the hard times 

of Joseph’s life and how he responded (Genesis 39).  It was interesting to see how situations we would call 

unfair, actually was a training ground for Joseph to eventually become “prime minister” of Egypt.  Joseph 

continued to stay close to God even though his circumstances were unjust.  His work prospered with God’s 

help through his slavery and imprisonment.   

In July, we will switch to Saturday morning, July 31st at 9am to have a Men’s Breakfast.  We will have pan-

cakes, eggs, and bacon as well as some fruit.  We will again have a time of discussion and fellowship sur-

rounding the Bible. 

We also hope to have a night out at PNC Park for a Pirates game in July or August.  Keep an eye out in 

your inbox for details.   

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron sharpens iron, so one man 

sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship as well as encouragement 

in pursuing the purposes of Christ. To become men after God’s own heart. 

 

Church Work Day—July 24th 

It’s been a long time since we had a churchwide work day, particularly with COVID restrictions in place, but 
there is one planned now for July 24, beginning at 9 a.m.  This is an opportunity for all of us to help take 
care of the FBC church facility, recognizing that it is first and foremost God’s house.  There is a lot to be 
done in terms of cleaning and sorting .  All help is welcome!  Coffee and refreshments will be provided.  
Please come and help us beautify the house of the Lord! 
 



  

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
 
The mask mandate is over, vaccinations in Allegheny County are over 65%, the Marys and the Mar-

thas are going to meet in person!  This is SO exciting!  It's been a long, frustrating time.  We have 

missed being together, actually seeing each other, hugging, breaking bread together.  Now we are 

going to all be in the same room for our meeting, and I couldn't be happier.  So mark your calendar, 

ladies.  Our meeting on July 17th will be at Margot's home (my home), from 10 am until noon or 

so.  We will still do a Zoom component, if anyone would feel more comfortable doing that.  But most of 

us will actually be together.  Praise the Lord!                                                         - Margot Quirin 

 
Young Adult Group—Fireflies 
 
Board Update:  During this time of transition, the Fireflies Board clarified each Board member’s re-
sponsibilities: Petroula (Mama Firefly) is now Treasurer and Service Coordinator;  Joseph is the Com-
munications, Social Media and Outreach Coordinator; and Nara is the tentative Lead Firefly for the 
summer. If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to become engaged with our 
young adults group in some way, then please feel free to contact us at fire-
fliesfbc@gmail.com.  
 
Communications Update: The Fireflies recently changed their weekly email system and now use 
MailerLite to send out weekly emails to its members. If you are not on the email list, but would like 
to be, then please contact Joseph. We also have custom Fireflies T-shirts! See Petroula for details! 

Tuesday Night Content:  This past month we have been going through a series called “Bad Dads” 
led by Nara. We understand that this is a very personal and tough subject for many people so we are 
hoping to shine God’s light into the dark by creating a safe space to discuss our relationships with our 
fathers, the ways we might have been hurt, and how our faith has been affected. This was done in 
faith and out of love with the goal of bringing hope, healing, and a deeper understanding of who God 
really is as our Eternal Heavenly Father. We’ve recently begun our evenings cooking and eating din-
ner together. After the content, we play games together. If you would like to get involved with food, 
please contact Petroula! 
 
Future Plans:  The Board is planning to invite some members to 
join in sharing some of the responsibilities of our group in the near 
future. Our next series will include discussions about the Armor of 
God from Ephesians 6 and an Apologetics Challenge. Please pray 
for us as we encourage our members to grow in servanthood 
and discipleship. We will also be ramping up our outreach initia-
tives in these upcoming summer months so keep an eye out!  
 
 

 
July  Birthdays—Congratulations! 
                     

                    July   2   Roxanne Dillie 

         July 17   Cesar Hernandez                                                                       
         July 17    Curt Kovach 

                       

mailto:firefliesfbc@gmail.com
mailto:firefliesfbc@gmail.com
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Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  1513 

 July FBC Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

•  4   July  (Sun)                      Bible Study—10:00 am 

•                                                   Worship—11:00 am — in person, on Zoom and videoed  

•                                                   Deacon’s Meeting—12:30pm 
         6   July  (Tue)                       Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)                                        

•  7   July   (Wed)                    Bible Study—7:00 p.m.  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

•  9   July  (Fri)               Fireflies Drawing Hour –10:00 am 

• 10  July  (Sat)                Fireflies Storytelling - 8:15 pm 

• 11  July  (Sun)       Bible Study—10:00 am 

•                                                   Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  , Deacon’s Mtg—12:30 pm                                                      

• 13  July  (Tue)      Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

•         Trustees Meeting—7:30 pm 

• 14 July (Wed)                      Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 16  July  (Fri)               Fireflies Drawing Hour –10:00 am 

• 17  July   (Sat)      Fireflies Storytelling - 8:15 pm 

• 17  July  (Sat)                        Marys & Marthas—10:00 am at Quirins 

• 18  July  (Sun)                      Bible Study—10:00 am 

•                                                  Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed , 12:30 pm FBC Council Mtg 

• 20  July   (Tue)                    Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 

• 21  July   (Wed)      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 23  July    (Fri)      Fireflies Drawing Hour -  10:00 am 

• 24  July   (Sat)      Church Clean –Up Day -  9:00 am 

•         Fireflies Storytelling -    8:15 pm 

• 25 July   (Sun)      Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                         Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  
         FBC Picnic -  12:30 pm 

• 27  July  (Tue)                      Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)  

•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

• 28  July  (Wed)                    Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 30  July  (Fri)                      Fireflies Drawing Hour-10:00 am         

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

