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From the Pastor’s Desk       

                      “ ..and do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:18-20 
 

On the first Sunday of the month, as we gather in our homes or on comput-
ers  for  worship,  we will be partaking of a meal which Jesus instructed us 
to take as believers in Him. The mystery of the Lord's Supper is that God's 
Son, Jesus, is somehow present as we take the bread and cup by faith in 
Him. Yes, the taking of the Lord's Supper can be dry, routine or perfuncto-
ry, but it can also enliven our souls and refresh us as we take the meal in 
remembrance of  Him.  As believers, Christ is in our hearts; He dwells 
there. In II Corinthians 13:5 it says, “Or do you not realize about yourselves 
that Jesus Christ is in You?” And, In Galatians 2:20 it says, "I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has sent us into isolation. As we listen to the 
news from around the world, we also hear about those whose families have 
been ruptured by the virus.  In the US, we have lost over 50,000 people. 
Fear fills many people. We wonder when we will be able to gather again at 
our building. I hope it will be soon.  Our sanctuary allows us to practice so-
cial distancing fairly easily; it is not difficult  to seat 50 people! 
 
One of the assurances we have as Christian people is the reality of "hope" 
because we have the promise of "Christ in you, the hope of glory," Colos-
sians 1:27. Let us not forget the good news that Christ lives in our hearts, 
through the gift of our faith in Jesus, and he also dwells in our gatherings.  
 
“Remembering” is an important concept for the Hebrew people, as found in 
the Old Testament.  The Book of Deuteronomy is all about remembering 
what God has done for His people. As Christians we share this journey with 
the people of God. In Deuteronomy 8:2 it says, "And you shall remember all 
the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty 
years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your 
heart.” 
 
How can we make it through the corona virus pandemic with confidence 
that he is with us? We do so by remembering what God has done for us in 
the past. In addition, we reflect on how God has preserved our lives, our 
church, and our ministry.   When we remember his actions  in our lives, we 
know that He is faithful. Through this memory we will be strengthened and 
thus empowered to also  take His love into the world. 
 
                                                                Blessings to all,  

                                                                Pastor Chuck 
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Deacon News                                                          

 

The Deacons have continued to meet during this time of the 
Governor’s  “stay at home” orders, and have been doing their 
best to keep connected with the church family.  We have re-
cently created a system by which the Deacons will have re-
sponsibility for contacting the church members.  This will be a 
long-term plan, but was motivated by the onset of the COVID-
19 restrictions.  If you need anything, or want to talk to some-
one, you may call one of the Deacons or contact Pastor 
Chuck directly. 

All the Sunday morning services throughout the month of 
April were held on line through a video format.  We want to 
thank all those who have helped to make those services pos-
sible, with special recognition of Angeline Wong who volun-
teered to put the videos together each week and Chad Zoll 
who uploaded them to our YouTube channel and the website. 

Additionally, the church purchased a Zoom account to facili-
tate other gatherings.  These include weekly Tuesday night 
prayer meetings throughout this special time, Wednesday 
night Bible study meetings, and Thursday morning get-
togethers for the women. 

At this time, we are not sure when we will be able to gather at 
the church for services and what they will look like when we 
are.  There has been some discussion of a limited number of 
people being allowed initially.  Will that be on Mothers’ Day, 
May 10?  Later?  We don’t know.  Meanwhile, our thoughts 
and prayers are with you all, and we pray that you will re-
member the words found in Joshua 1:9:  “Have I not com-
manded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go.”  

Stay posted, and we’ll let you know when we know more 
about gathering again at 159 N. Bellefield Avenue!  May God 
bless you!                          

                                         — the Deacons 



  

Trustee Board Report 

Building Notes: Battered By Weather 

If you have not been by the Church Building lately, take comfort, 

it is still standing.  However, with the strong winds and some 

heavy rains we have had in April, we have had some damage.   

Unfortunately, the pictures may not point it out well, but we had 

one of our copper gables (probably original to the building) bent 

upward on the high roof by one of the wind storms.  (look close-

ly on the long ridge against the blue sky).  We did apply for a 

grant from Pittsburgh History and Landmarks that we initially 

were planning to complete gutter repairs, but may have to 

amend plans. 

The other problem that developed during our time away was the 

South Transept Stairwell had a water leak with the rains.  This 

roof was replaced at the end of last year.  Fortunately, our 

Handyman Mark got a ladder and checked out and the roof 

drain was blocked.  The one guard that was supposed to keep 

the drain open was out of place…maybe caused by the same 

windstorm.  Fortunately, Mark was able to free up the drain, re-

place the drain guard and the stairwell was dry again with the 

recent rains we had.   

 

 

 

 

A New Fiscal Year 

We are beginning our new financial year at FBC!  We hope to 
have our annual meeting to approve our new budget either at 
the end of this month or early next month.  Meanwhile, it is 
helpful if we have your pledge for the coming year.  Recogniz-
ing that many are facing economic difficulties, we are certainly 
not wanting to apply any undue pressure on anyone.  However, 
it is helpful in establishing a budget if we have some general 
idea of anticipated income.  If you are able to communicate 
your pledge/tithe for the coming year to Mr. Casey Gnage, our 
Controller very soon, it would be most helpful. 
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Please send your donations 

and pledges to: 

Secretary/Controller 
First Baptist Church Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15212 
 



Mission and Outreach  

Our church is a mission-oriented church and we want to reach out to those who are 

hurting.  We were able to donate some food items to the East End Cooperative Min-

istries to assist with the huge need they saw for food when the coronavirus first be-

gan to shut things down locally.  Additionally, we were able to send $500 to our mis-

sionary in the Philippines, Moises Rocacorba, for the purpose of purchasing bags of 

rice for people there particularly affected by the spread of the coronavirus.  Each $50 

will help purchase a bag of rice that will feed a family for a month. 

 

Unfortunately, our mission trip to the Dominican Republic had to be postponed from 

the original dates of May 5-12 until sometime in the future.  The women have contin-

ued to work on dresses and shorts at home that we hope to take with us at some 

point in the future.  To date, we have received 6 computers that have been recondi-

tioned for the Community Center there.  Additionally 40 water filters have been pur-

chased to help the homes in the bateys when we can finally go there. 

 

Please pray for our missionaries around the world, some of whom had to return to 

the USA, given the travel difficulties presented by COVID-19.  Others are continuing 

to serve in the countries where they live.  Here is an update on those we support: 

 

Missionaries we support: 

The Aaron Osterbrock Family—in Malaysia 

Kim Brown—still in Chiang Mai, Thailand 

Ketly and Vital Pierre — in the Dominican Republic 

Moises Rocacorba—in the Philippines 

Kit Ripley — back in Ohio temporarily 

The Brian Smith Family—in the USA—new assignment to the Dominican Republic 

The Peter McCurdy Family—in the USA—new assignment to Mexico City 

Ruth Fox—in the USA!!!—waiting to travel again 

 

Local ministries we support: 

Light of Life Ministry 

East End Cooperative Ministry 

Sister to Sister 

Nehemiah Ministries 

Rankin Christian Center 

Baptist Home 



 

 

Christian Education 
 
Due to our current situation of staying and working at home, and the fact that our worship experi-
ences are also taking place there, we have not been holding our regular Sunday School classes.  
We hope that we will be able to gather again soon! 

 

Music Notes 
 
If you have been listening to or watching our  Sunday morning worship services, you have been 
privileged to hear from our own Billy D. Scott each week as he has prepared the musical selec-
tions for us.  We are blessed to have him!  Additionally, he has agreed to continue to serve in his 
current capacity for the at least the next two months, and we are grateful for his willingness to do 
so.  Musicians who have been sharing in worship include Angeline Wong, Dewi Wong, Petroula 
Zoll, Steve Ippolito, and the Kyle Witmer family.  Keep your eyes and ears open to see who else 
will be participating this month! 

 
Congratulations! 
 
We were delighted to honor Ian Cho for the successful completion of his Bachelor of Philosophy 
degree from the University of Pittsburgh on April 26, 2020. He received a book from the church 
commemorating the occasion.  Here is his response to the church:   

 
“I would like to thank everyone for their very kind words and gift for my grad-
uation.  I owe everyone of you a heartfelt gratitude for helping me settle in 
Pittsburgh at the time of my arrival.  It has been my pleasure to be with you 
all at the church, who are all very nice people.   

I would like to especially thank Pastor Fox for showing incredible hospitality 
to me when I first came to Pittsburgh introducing the city to me and helping 
me find  residence and community in PRISM. I am not entirely sure how 
much longer I will stay in Pittsburgh, but I would love to join you guys as 
much as possible during the remainder of my time here.   

May God continue to bless the church and Pastor Fox’s ministry and leader-
ship.  I will not forget the pleasant memories with every one of you at First Baptist. 

Ian’s plans are yet unsure, but he hopes tto continue his studies towards a PhD in Philosophy here 
in the USA.  Please pray for him.  Cards or notes can be sent to: 6227 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA  15232. 

Joseph Gnehm will complete his studies this month and receive his Bachelors degree in 
Computer Science from Carnegie Mellon University.  We congratulate him on this important step 
forward in his life.  We have thoroughly enjoyed having Joseph as part of our church fellowship 
over the past 4 years, and we pray God’s abundant blessings on him as he moves into the future.  
Please join him in praying for God’s direction in his life for the next steps. 
 
                                                        Cards or notes can be sent to:   
 
                                           4625 Fifth Avenue, Apt. 315 
                                           Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
 
Joseph with his parents 



 

Bible Study Notes: New Way of Studying Scripture Together 

As mentioned in the April’s Newsletter, we have adapted to Zoom meetings for Wednesday Night 

Bible Studies.  The Lent Bible Studies concluded during Holy Week and we switched gears to look-

ing at Jesus as the Messiah through the names he is called in the Old Testament and how the New 

Testament writers have written relating these Old Testament Passages to their observation of Je-

sus as disciples.   

The week after Easter, we looked at the Victory of the Lord’s Anointed portrayed in Psalms Chapter 

2 and quoted in Acts 4:23-31.The following week, we looked at the description of Jesus being the 

Chief Cornerstone, or the stone that is laid first to start the foundation of a building, and how it was 

rejected in Psalm 118 as well as looking at Acts 4:11 and also what Jesus predicted about the 

stone the builders rejected in Matthew 21:42-46..   

To end April, we will look at prophecies related to Jesus being the Righteous Branch in Jeremiah 

23:1-8 as well as Romans 3:21-26 on April 29 .   

The week of May 6, we will look at One King over All with scriptures from Ezekial 37:15-25 and new 

Testament Passages of John 10:11-18 and Ephesians 2:11-16.  On May 13, we will explore the 

topic of “A Light for the Gentiles” of Isaiah 49:1-10 and verse 22 as well as looking at Acts 26:13-20.  

On May 20, the topic will be “The Redeemer Will Come” with text from Isaiah 59:1-21 with related 

New Testament scriptures of Romans 3:10-18, Acts 2:32-39 and Titus 2:11-15.  On May 29, the 

topic will continue on the Second Coming of Christ in “The King’s Eternal Throne” based on Psalm 

45:1-17 with New Testament readings of Colossians 1:13-20 and Hebrews 1:6-12 as well as sever-

al passages from Revelation Chapters 11,12, and 19.  We have been using the Sunday School 

Quarterly from the Union Gospel Press in Cleveland, OH and you can get an E-book version of the 

quarterly at https://www.uniongospelpress.com/shop/curriculum-e-books.html 

We will continue to meet through Zoom Teleconferencing through the Web which can also be ac-

cessed by SmartPhones.  We meet Wednesdays at 7pm and the weblink will be emailed either 

Tuesday or Wednesday.  If you are not getting these emails, please let the church office know at 

412 621-0500 or email through the addresses on the website at www.fbcpgh.org (please include all 

three church email addresses in your correspondence regarding email lists). 

 We hope to resume our two studies in the Gospel of Mark and Gospel of John when we are al-

lowed to congregate again.   

                                                                                                                                                               —Chad Zoll 

Prayer requests 

Please keep all those involved on the “front lines” in the hospitals and clinics in your prayers.  We 
think especially of Chad Zoll and 5 of Mariya Vaslyniuk’s relatives.  Additionally, we have several 
people from our church and their families who are affected by COVID 19 in the nursing homes, in-
cluding the Baptist Home. Our condolences to Vincent Johnson on the death of his uncle who suc-
cumbed to the coronavirus in mid-April.  Additionally, please pray for those in our congregation who 
may be experiencing economic hardship or symptoms of anxiety or depression, particularly made 
more difficult because of the current “stay at home” situation. 

https://www.uniongospelpress.com/shop/curriculum-e-books.html
http://www.fbcpgh.org


  

 
Men’s Fellowship  
 
Unfortunately, with COVID-19 - we have not been able to meet since February. 
I did send an email out to encourage studying God’s Word and praying as we 
wait and included the song “While I’m Waiting” by John Waller from the movie 
“Fireproof” for inspiration as well as encouraging the group to keep asking 
questions of people they meet to get to know them in relation to our study, 
“Jesus Among Other Gods.” We hope to meet in May on the 29th for an even-
ing cookout. But that will be pending recommendations from the Government 
with regard to COVID-19 isolation. If a cookout is not possible because of food 
and/or personal space restrictions, we will plan to have a movie night with pre-
packaged PopCorn and drinks. The meeting time is planned for 7pm. 
                                                                         —Chad Zoll 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
  

The Marys and the Marthas have not met for the last 2 
months, and don't plan to again in May.  We're hoping that 
things will be better by June, and we'll be able to resume 
our "normal" lives.  Until such time as it is once again safe 
to be together, we are trying to stay in touch through the 
phone, email and a weekly Zoom meeting.  The love it still 
there and will be easy to pick back up as soon as we are 
able.  Love to all.  —Margot Quirin 

FBC Women’s Sewing Group 

 
The Sewing Group has not been meeting the last 2 months, due to the current 
limits for meetings, but we have been continuing the sewing project at home, as 
we are able.  When things are back to normal, we will report on what our totals 
are for the clothing made for the future mission trip to the Dominican Republic.   
 
The group, which had just formed as the Women’s Sewing Group before the 
decision was made to concentrate on the mission clothing, will return to its orig-
inal purpose when we are able to meet again – we were formed to provide a 
place for women to get together to help each other with their sewing skills and 
to just enjoy sewing together on our own projects.  When that time comes, we’ll 
let you know; all women will be welcome to join us in this new endeavor. 
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Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

May FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

   3   May (Sun)         Worship-11:00 a.m. (on line); Deacons—12:30  p.m.(Zoom) 
   5   May (Tues)       FBC Prayer Meeting — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   6    May (Wed)      Bible Study — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   7    May (Thurs)    Women’s “Coffee” hour—10:30 a.m. (Zoom) *** 
   10  May (Sun)       Worship—11:00 a.m– Happy Mother’s Day* 
   12  May  (Tue)       FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   13  May (Wed)      Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   17  May (Sun)        Worship —11:00 a.m.* 
   19  May (Tues)      FBC Prayer Meeting — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   20  May (Wed)      Bible Study — 7:00 p.m.* 
   24  May  (Sun)      Worship—11:00 am *— Happy Memorial Day!; 12:30   (Annual meeting**) 
   26  May (Tues)     FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   27  May  (Wed)      Bible Study—7:00 p.m. * 
   29  May (Fri)          Men’s Fellowship—7:00 p.m. 
   31  May  (Sun)        Worship—11:00 am * 
 
* Please note that at the time of the publication of the May newsletter, it is not yet clear if and when we may be able to 
return to our church building .  At the time of printing, the Governor of Pennsylvania has indicated that we still have a 
“stay at home” order until May 8.  Whether the “stay at home” order will be extended  or not is an unknown factor, and 
what a reopening of church gatherings will look like.  Stay tuned! 
**The FBC annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 24, following the service, but this will depend upon the situation 
at the time. 
***The Women’s “Coffee hour” may continue on Thursday mornings if we continue  to stay at home. 

   

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

