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Word  from the Pastor 

 
 

Ephesians 2: 1,4, 8 

As for you, you were dead in your sins, …in which you used to live, when 
you followed the ways of the world, but because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive. 

             “April’s Freezes will hopefully bring May’s Breezes!” 

You have heard the old saying “April showers bring May’s flowers.” It is true. 
But, I have penned the above phrase to describe our current situation…(31 
degrees as of this writing (end of April)! it is cold. The flowers are freezing. I 
am hoping for true spring to arrive and then we can welcome the flowers 
and all the wonderful changes in our English country garden. When a beau-
tiful flower opens up to the sunshine it is obviously a sign of spring and the 
flower is catching some of  the life giving rays of the sun. In addition, these 
flowers are a sign of new life and new creation that only come from God. We 
can only wait for it, expectantly and prayerfully. By analogy, we are power-
less to bring forth a tulip or crocus from the ground or the new life of faith in 
an individual or a church.  

It is God’s desire to share his life with us as seen in the greatest expression 

of love the world has known as when his Son died on the cross for the heal-

ing of this broken relationship with Him. Romans 5: 8 says. “God demon-

strates his own love for us in this: while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us.”                                               Blessings, 

                                                      Pastor Chuck 

 

Easter Sunday—Thank you to everyone who made it possible to have 

the beautiful lilies in the sanctuary and the wonderful food afterwards! 

 
 

                                                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FBC  CONNECTIONS      
 May  2022 

    SAVE THE DATE!  

 FBC Annual Meeting 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 

          12:30 p.m. 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  
Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Mary Ellen Johnson 

• Sean King 

• Shirley Stanzione 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
May 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 
p.m. 

 
You will receive an 

invitation each 
week to meet on 

Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Dea-
con Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.
net 

Board of Deacons 

We were finally able to hold our bi-annual spring retreat on Sat-
urday, April 2nd, after being snowed out in March!  Those in at-
tendance had the opportunity to spend some time in reflection of 
the “Journey to the Cross” as presented by Pastor Chuck.  We 
watched part of the “Jesus” film and then visited 7 locations 
around the sanctuary, set up with candles and scriptures on 
which to reflect.  Billy D. Scott played a hymn at each stop along 
the way.  After lunch, we did a team building activity of creating 
puzzles together and then ended with prayer. 

 

 

 

 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Van Beck Hall, President 

• Tex Severance 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Angeline Wong 

• Chad Zoll                                         

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

Thanks, Casey, for the 
beautiful flowers! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees 

Clean up Day—Many thanks to all those who came out for the 
FBC Work Day on April 9th!  It was a great time of joint effort 
with students from the Campus Crusade for Christ group that 
meets at our church on Thursday evenings! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Historic Chinatown and the First Baptist Church  
 
For more than 120 years, the Chinese Americans who built the Chinatown district 
in downtown Pittsburgh called this city “home”. Pittsburgh’s Chinatown is located 
on Second and Third Avenues, between Grant and Ross Streets. On April 16, 
2022, the Chinese community in Pittsburgh commemorated it and celebrated the 
unveiling of a marker declaring the landmark of the Historic Chinatown in Pitts-
burgh.  
 
The First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh (FBC) was organized in 1812. Started as 
the First Church, the people met in their homes until they built a wooden chapel in 
1820, at the corner of Third Avenue and Grant Street. In 1873, the First Church 
merged with the Union Baptist Church and became the Fourth Avenue Church. 
As the congregation grew rapidly, they conducted numerous outstanding mis-
sions, including an industrial school, a Chinese Bible school, and the department 
for the deaf. In 1912, the church sold the land to the Commissioner of Allegheny 
County and moved to the present location, 159 N. Bellefield Avenue, in Oakland. 
http://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/pa.pittsburgh.fbc.html 
 
In 1937, outreach to Chinatown was conducted by the Providence Mission 
(Salvation Army) with the Chinese Mission Sunday School on Third Avenue. The 
Chinese Christians met in homes and incorporated as the Pittsburgh Chinese 
Church (PCC) in 1965. The PCC congregation grew exponentially and needed to 
move from their downtown location to north of the city. In 1995, they planted the 
PCC Oakland, renting the lower level of FBC’s building on Sunday afternoons 
until they purchased their own building on N. Dithridge Street, just one block 
away from FBC.  
 
The historical paths are the people, whose faith brought them to God, whose sto-
ries are the testimony of salvation from Jesus, the guidance from the Holy Spirit, 
and the proof of God’s faithfulness.  
                                                                   — Dewi Wong 

http://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/pa.pittsburgh.fbc.html


Christian Education 

Sunday, May 15 is the date we have chosen to honor those from our church families who will be graduat-

ing from  one level of education to another.  Keira Qureshi and Soi Sang Nguyen are completing their ex-

periences at junior high school.  Sao Mai Nguyen is graduating from high school!  Please come and cele-

brate their achievements with them! 

 

Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator 

You will begin to see Stephen Blum, our new Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator, 

around in the next few weeks. He is completing his responsibilities at his church by 

May 15.  Pastor Chuck and he had the opportunity to meet together and begin sharing 

their visions for the future.  We will highlight Stephen in next month’s newsletter!  If you 

wish to be a part of his financial support team, please speak to Pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study:   

With our celebration of Easter, we brought the Lent season to a close and are resuming our study of the 
Gospel of Mark.  We began with Mark 10:32 which placed us back io the week before his crucifixion.   
 
There are some questions we have been thinking about to help us relate to the Word and the message 
being presented: 
 
1.  If you had one week to live, how would you spend your time?  (based on Mark 10:33) 
2.  How do you respond when a beggar approaches you on the street?  Why? (Mark 10:46). 
3.  Chapter 11 begins the Palm Sunday events, What is the closest you have come to meeting a world l  
leader or celebrity? 
 
 

REMINDER:  Please plan to attend our annual meeting, scheduled for May 22nd, 

right after church.  We will have a lunch for everyone who stays.  We need a quor-

um of members there in order to vote on the yearly budget and new officers to the 

boards. Thank you for your cooperation! 



Mission and Outreach 
 
 
An opportunity was presented to FBC to help collect items and money to help the people of Ukraine by partnering 
with the House of Prayer  for All People, a Ukrainian/Russian Church in the area.  The items were collected on April 
9 and then were on their way to New Jersey and into containers headed for  Europe.  Our prayers go with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were delighted to welcome several musical groups to our church facility on Sunday afternoon, April 3rd.  The 
Beatrice Institute was the hosting organization.  Each group had a unique sound and understanding of the music 
and we were all educated about each style throughout the afternoon! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes                                                                                          

For the month of May, the FBC music ministry is looking forward to featuring a balance 
of traditional congregational hymns with organ, contemporary gospel special music, 
and instrumental jazz during preludes, offertory, and postludes. We will be incorporat-
ing several members from FBC both as instrumentalists and vocalists. This list includes 
instrumentalists Emmanuel Leon (electric bass) and Steve Harris (percussion) and vo-
calists Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox, Dewi Wong, Dr. Shirley Smith, Sarah Moyer, and André 
Cadidé (also guitar). Our guest artists will include Ryan Salisbury (guitar), Zack Mester 
(percussion), Elyse Louise (saxophone), Oskar Karst (trumpet), and Denzel Chismar-
Oliver (Electric Bass). We look forward to continue worshiping Christ through this bal-
ance of traditional, contemporary, and jazz worship music. 

 

“Easter in Appalachia” concert 

              April 3, 2022 



 

 

Young at Heart 

The April Young at Heart speaker was from Baptist Senior Living and 

was very informative about the services that are offered to people who 

are facing possible transitions in their later years.  In May, we will enjoy 

hearing about the work of  Mike Walter who is the Tour Coordinator for 

the University of Pittsburgh Center for International Studies, which also 

includes the International Rooms at the Cathedral of Learning.  Please 

RSVP  to the church office or on the sign up sheet if you can  come. 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

Soliciting Interest in ABCOPAD 2022 Men's Retreat 
 
This Summer, ABCOPAD is restarting the Men's Retreat at beautiful 
Shippensburg University the weekend of July 29th, 30th, and 31st.  Right 
now the details are still forming.  We would like to know who would be 
interested in this time of spiritual refreshment.  Please contact either Pas-
tor Chuck Fox or Chad Zoll if you are interested.   

 The AB Men’s Retreat will take place at 

Shippensburg University the week-end of July 29, 30, 31, 2022. 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    

During the month of April, the Marys & Marthas put together an Easter Box for the Women’s Shelter of 
Greater Pittsburgh.  With previously donated funds we were able to purchase much needed bath tow-
els (12), including 4 complete sets with wash clothes and hand towels.  No Easter Box would be com-
plete without a few bags of chocolate Kisses, Jelly Beans, and a couple of boxes of Ferrero Rocher 
chocolates.  Roxanne Dillie made the box look like a basket weave with her clever artwork and Shirley 
Stanzione and Roxanne painted Easter egg cutouts to adorn the box.  (A young boy spied the box on 
the way in the door.  He gave it a big smile!)  Thank you Ladies!!!           
                                                                                                                                            
We announced last month that our Annual Tea would be in May.  Unfortunately, this has changed.  The 
church was rented for a wedding for that day, so the Tea has been postponed until June -- But we shall 
have it in June, as promised!         
                              
For May, we were fortunate, and Shirley Stanzione came to our rescue!  She offered to host the meet-
ing at her home this month!  She's a lifesaver!  We will be returning to what was our "normal" meeting 
before Covid -- meeting in member's' homes.  So please come and join us on May 21st as we meet a 
10 am in Shirley's home.  We'll have our usual meeting -- devotions, singing hymns, praying together, 
and then a meal.  Our motto is "Faith, Fellowship, Food and Fun" -- and we always seem to provide! 



  

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 
. 
. big life decisions, so please keep them in prayer. If you want to be a prayer partner to any of the Fireflies, please do so! Here 
are a few verses you can pray: 
Eph. 6:18 Pray in the Spirit on all occasions for all the Lord’s people. 
Phil. 4:6;  James 5:13-16 When we are anxious, or no matter what we are facing, pray to God with thanks in all situations, and 
pray over us so that we may be healed. 
Col.1: 9-12; 2 Thess. 1:11-12 Don’t stop praying. Pray we know God’s will through all wisdom and understanding the Spirit gives, 
to live a life worthy of His calling.  

Col. 4:2-3  Devote yourself in prayer, and  pray God opens a door for His Gospel. 
Jude 20-21  Build yourselves up in your holy faith, pray in the Holy Spirit, and pray we keep ourselves in God’s love as we wait for 
Christ to bring us to eternal life.                                                      
THANK YOU! 
The Fireflies have been learning to be more intentional and courageous in having spiritual conversations, praying for one anoth-
er, inviting friends and acquaintances to a meal or Bible study, and learning how to lead different types of Bible studies, so that 
we are not ashamed of the gospel (Rom. 1:16). Stay tuned next month for news from our church-wide Trauma Workshop, which 
was held on April 26th at the church, where we focused on ministering to those hurting from trauma (Ps. 34:18; 2 Cor. 1:2-4). 
Thank you for ministering to us, and we pray we can better minister to you!  
 
Continue to pray for leaders to rise up. The harvest is plenty but the workers are few (Mt. 9:37). We 
want to make sure no one is suffering from burn-out and all are getting spiritually fed, so please pray 
for shared support as we work together in ministry.  
 
Romans 12:4-8 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others.We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, 
then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is 
to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligent-
ly; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to become engaged with our 
young adult group in some way, then please feel free to contact us at firefliesfbc@gmail.com.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

May Birthdays—Congratulations!   
 

May 04 John Knox                     May 11  Karl  Wong 
May 10 Mary Floyd                    May 19  Edwin Floyd 
May 11 Suk Hernandez            May 30  Shirley  Stanzione 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%206:18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+5%3A13-16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+1%3A9-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+thessalonians+1%3A11-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+4%3A2-3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1%3A20-21&version=NIV
mailto:firefliesfbc@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

May Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar                        

• 1   May   (Sun)       Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
          Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  - Deacons meeting 
•  3   May   (Tue)       Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
         FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) ,                                                              
•  4   May  (Wed)                     Young at Heart luncheon and program—11:30 a.m. 
•                                                    Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
•  7   May  (Sat)       Men’s Fellowship—9:00 am 
•  8  May  (Sun)       Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                            Worship—11:00 am   
• 10  May  (Tue)       Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
         FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)  Trustee Mtg. –7:30 pm     
• 11   May  (Wed)                    Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)  
• 15   May  (Sun)                     Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                            Sunday Worship—11:00 am   
• 17    May  (Tue)                     Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                                                             FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom),  
• 18    May  (Wed)        Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 21    May  (Sat)                      Marys & Marthas—10:00 am 
• 22    May  (Sun)        Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                             Worship—11:00 am   
          FBC Annual Meeting—12:30 pm 
• 24    May  (Tue)         Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
          FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)   
• 25    May (Wed)         Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 27  May  (Fri)                         Men’s Fellowship -  7:00 pm  
• 29  May  (Sun)       Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
           Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed   
• 30  May  (Mon)        Memorial Day                           
• 31   May  (Tue)       Young Adult Grouup– 7:00 pm Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
         FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

