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Word from the Pastor—On the Road to Calvary 

“They were on the way up to Jerusalem with Jesus leading the way. Again, he took the twelve aside and 
told them what was going to happen to him. The Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock 

him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”  Mark 10:32ff 

 
Recently we heard on the news of revival at Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky. Asbury Col-
lege has a history of revivals, the most recent having taken place in 1970. This time it all be-
gan on Feb. 8 of this year when some students went to the chapel and then decided to stay on 
to worship because God seemed to show up. There was a sense of the Holiness of God in the 
room and a strong sense of His presence, so much so that students stayed on and on in the 
chapel desiring more of God. Previously, it was reported that sometimes you could see stu-
dents on their phones, but not how they were engaged in the worship asking for more of God. 
This “happening” at Asbury has been going on for some time and is now spreading to nearby 
colleges in other states. Come, Holy Spirit ! 
 
Sometimes it seems like the Christian walk can be this easy. All we need is a fresh measure of 
God’s presence and life is easy to carry on. No problem. Like an extra dollop of whip cream on 
the top of your chocolate brownie--this following Jesus is smooth sailing. I wish it was so. At 
the beginning of our Lenten service this past Sunday, the passage we had portrayed Jesus 
being tested in the wilderness (Matthew 4: 1-11). Jesus had just come from the waters of bap-
tism in which he was declared “the Son of God.” Now he moved forward with his ministry but 
not before being tested. Jesus heard the voice of the evil one tempting him to use his power to 
turn stones into bread. Jesus moves forth, bringing in the Kingdom in God’s way which is the 
way of servanthood. He does not go forward as the Son of God using earthly power at the cen-
ter of his motivation. 
 
For us, in our life with Christ, we will also be tested. We do not just sail through easily in the 
Christian life; maybe the testing gets even more difficult as life goes on. Passing one test leads 
to another. In the book of James there is a witness will be tested. (James 1:2).  If we pass one 
test, then the Lord gives us another one to help us build character. 

Finally, Jesus faced the ultimate test in his journey to the cross.  He seemed to understand 
that this way of giving his life on the cross was the way of ultimate servanthood. He prayed in 
the Garden of Gethsemane and felt that it was God’s will to go toward the cross. Then he was 
betrayed, put on trial, was beaten and mocked and led outside the city of Jerusalem to a cross, 
where he was crucified.  When he was on the cross, people in area beneath him cried out, 
“You there, if you are the Son of God, come down from the cross and we will believe. But he 
stayed on the cross precisely because he was the Son of God. 

Very often the “tests” in life we are experiencing are so great that we want to give in on the 
faith. But the fact that we are being tested is evidence that we are on the right course. As we 
look to Jesus the author and perfector of our faith, we receive strength and encouragement. 

Peace and Grace, 

Pastor Chuck 

   FBC  CONNECTIONS      
 March 2023 

SAVE THE DATE:   

The FBC Spring 2023 Retreat will be held on Saturday, March 

25, from 10 a.m.—2 p.m.  Our own Mr. Vincent Johnson will be 

featured, sharing his expertise in the area of diversity training. 

Lunch will be provided. 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Shirley Stanzione 

 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
March 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
You will receive an invi-

tation each week to 
meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer requests 
to Deacon  

Barbara Russell 
at :blrussell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
IS A CHURCH  

CONNECTED TO GOD 

 

Board of Deacons   

 “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Col 3:17 

Grace and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank and 

praise God for daily provisions, another month, and keeping FBC a vital part of 

the community. His grace and mercy toward us are abounding. 

Thank you to Betty Batie, Shirley Smith and Leslie Smedley for 

planning our African American Read-in presentations each Sun-

day during February, and thanks to Professor Van Beck Hall, 

Shirley Smith, Petroula Zoll, Sean King, and Ste-

phen Blum for their volunteering, and marvelous 

readings and depictions of various African Ameri-

cans during our celebration of Black History Month.  

Thank you, Dr. Shirley Smith and Sister Betty Batie, for your 

presentation of “Achievers of Excellence During an Era of Disu-

nity” at our monthly Young at Heart Luncheon. Your presentation 

for Black History Month was noteworthy. We continue to invite 

our “seasoned saints” to our informative monthly presentations. This month we 

will have Dr. Edward Floyd as our presenter. Please plan to support us by at-

tending. A first-class lunch and lecture are provided, and the donation is only five 

dollars. 

Thank you to Dewi Wong and Margo Quirin for maintaining, 

nourishing, and spiritually furthering the monthly Mary and 

Martha women’s ministry. I had the opportunity to attend the 

February meeting. FBC, I want you to know that this group is 

praying energetically for the concerns of this church.  

Thank you to Chad Zoll for leading our Men’s Fellowship, and a second thank-

you to him and to Casey Gnage, as well as Pastor Chuck, for their faithful weekly 

preparation of the Wednesday night Bible studies, as well as to all those who are 

involved in our Sunday morning classes.  Thanks to Billy D. and all the musi-

cians who bless us every week during our worship services and to all those who 

handle the opening of the church, setting  up, sound, etc., Sean King and Chad 

Zoll, to name a couple people. 

Thank you, Fireflies, for engaging the church weekly with scrip-

ture, furthering the Sunday sermon with key questions, and help-

ing us to play a role through testimonies, insights, etc. with one 

another. Also, thanks for the informative workshop on Autism.  

Church family, please take the time to encourage and thank our 

young adults for their ministry of engagement. 

Thank you, Pastor Chuck and Ruth, for bringing it all together month after month. 

May the Lord continue to energize you both. If I have forgotten anyone, please 

forgive me. Please continue to pray for the sick, shut-ins, and the leaders of the 

church.  May God richly bless you all out of the abundance of His Grace. 

                                                                                  Deacon Barbara Russell 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Angeline Wong, President 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Tex Severance 

• Casey Gnage 

• Sean King 

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trustees Report 

First Baptist Church is blessed to have a beautiful, historic church building 
with no mortgage. We are also blessed to have financial resources to help 
maintain and preserve it, and to support missions beyond our walls. 
 

These gifts from the congregants who came before us allow every undesig-
nated tithe and offering that we give today to be applied to worship and min-
istries at FBC. However, the amount we currently receive and estimate to 
receive next year falls short of covering the expenses to produce our pro-
gramming. We endeavor to support and nurture church activities to encour-
age growth in our congregation, but usually the shortfall has been covered 
using funds that should be set aside for building preservation. Deferring 
maintenance and preservation can make it more costly. 

 

We encourage you to be parters in Christ’s ministry by supporting the activi-
ties of our church financially as well as through prayer and attendance. Any 
increase in what you give to FBC, in thanksgiving to God, helps to close the 
gap between the income and expenses for our worship, programs, and ad-
ministration. It will also help to ensure that the physical House of Prayer For 
All People in which these activities occur can be enjoyed by our current and 
future congregants. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 9:12-13 (NIV), “This service 
that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the ser-
vice by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the 
obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for 
your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.” 
 

The Board of Trustees continues to evaluate options to improve building se-
curity, monitor the heating system, and prioritize items for building preserva-
tion. Please pray for us as we work to support worship and missions activi-
ties within and beyond our walls through stewardship of our facilities and our 
finances. 
 
                                                                       —Angeline Wong-Scott 

Music Notes 

 During the month of February, the FBC music ministry had the honor of fea-
turing a variety of African American Spirituals as both congregational and spe-
cial music pieces in recognition of Black History Month. We also incorporated 
into our worship services several Christian hymns written by African American 
composers such as Charles Albert Tindley and Thomas Andrew 
Dorsey. Throughout the month, we also had the privilege to feature several 
vocalists from within our own congregation. The list includes Petroula Zoll, 
Ruth Fox, Dr. Shirley Smith, Sarah Moyer, Dewi Wong, and Nancy Bernard. 
Collectively, these vocalists provided quality renditions of contemporary med-
leys, special music pieces, and traditional congregational hymns. I would like 
to thank several FBC instrumentalists who also shared their musical talents 
during medleys and special music pieces, including Jason Lu (guitar), Isaiah 

Brown (bongos), Ruth Fox (bongos), and Emmanuel 
Leon (electric bass). Our regular guest artists Zack 
Mester (percussion) and Ethan Dunbar (alto saxo-
phone) also performed inspiring preludes, medleys, 
and postlude sections. For the month of March, we 
plan to maintain a balance of contemporary, tradition-
al, and jazz-inspired gospel pieces. 

                                                                                         —Billy D. Scott 



Wednesday Night Bible Study:   
Lenten Season:  The Last Days of Christ 

Wednesday 7pm 
John 10:11 (NASB): I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 

With the Lenten season underway, and as we prepare to celebrate Easter on April 9, 2023, 

we look towards a season of sacrifice and sanctification.  We will be using a video Bible 

Study Series entitled “The Last Days of Christ.”  It is a series we started in 2020 completed 

three of the sessions before the COVID Pandemic started limiting our ability to meet in per-

son.  Since we do have a few newer participants, we will restart this Bible Study at the begin-

ning of the series and will run for six weeks.  The study started February 22 and was entitled 

“From Warrier or Servant” using the scripture Matthew 16:13-28 as the background.  Other 

sessions include “The Glimpse of Glory” having to do with the Transfiguration in Matthew 17.  

“The Rejected King” looking at Palm Sunday activities of the Triumphal Entry in Matthew 21.  

“Love to the Full” looks at the Last Supper as presented by John 13.  “The Ultimate Victory” 

will study the trial and death of Jesus in Luke 22 and 23.  And the sixth and final session entitled “The Death of 

Death” looks at Matthew 28.   

So come and prepare to celebrate Jesus as we gather Wednesday Evenings in March to study God’s Word.  The 

study begins at 7pm with a light meal and fellowship at 6:30pm.  We do have a zoom meeting link, please contact 

Chad Zoll or Ruth Fox for information regarding Zoom meetings.                                          - Chad Zoll 
 
 

Mission and Outreach      

 

 
Special Offering – Earthquake in Syria and Turkey 

We will take a special offering throughout the month of March to help 
support the efforts to help the victims of the recent earthquakes in Turkey 

and Syria.  We will give to the One Great Hour of Sharing through the 
American Baptist Churches who work with our Baptist partners there.                                 

 
Please mark your checks to FBC Pittsburgh, noted for “One Great Hour of Sharing” or 

“Earthquake.”  If you give cash, please mark the outside 
of the envelope similarly. 

 
Supporting one of our local ministry partners—PRISM 
PRISM is holding its annual banquet at the Le Mont Restaurant in Mt. Wash-
ington on March 30, 2023, from 5:30—8:30.  Stuart McAllister will be the fea-
tured speaker.  Please speak to Ruth Fox if you are interested in attending.  
There is limited seating, so don’t put it off! 
                                                                                                  - Ruth Fox 
 

In Memoriam 
 

There are many fond memories of Mrs. Gussie Boss, a long-time member of the First Baptist 
Church of Pittsburgh.  She began coming to the FBC in the 1950s.  Now at the age of 92, she has 
passed on to her eternal life, no longer experiencing pain or suffering.  Born January 30, 1930, she 
died on February 23, 2023.  Our condolences are extended to her children along with our prayers 
for comfort and peace.  We are grateful for her life and faithful service.  Memorial services will be 
announced at a later date. 



 Catching up with Stephen Blum 

Thank you so much for your prayers and 
support for those of us who attended Ju-
bilee this past February 17-19! It was an 
incredible time filled with worship, teach-
ing, and some fun for those who were 
able to attend. Throughout the weekend, 
there were four main sessions, four work-
shop sessions, a late night concert, and 
some games. The main sessions took 

students through the Biblical narrative of Creation, Fall, Redemption, 
and Restoration while the workshops dove into the students’ interests, 
vocations and lives as college students and beyond. If you would like to 
hear more about Jubilee, I would love to share more details with you, 
but if you want to hear more about the students’ experiences, including 
meeting Luke (the other guy in the photos), ask Jason or Sarah.  

Our other big event this past month was the Brazilian Carnival! Those of 
you who were able to attend made it a truly special experience, and I hope you had a wonderful time enjoying fellowship, 
some delicious Brazilian food, poems, and games.  

 
 
 
 

 

Christian Education 
 
The Sunday School classes/Bible studies continue to meet on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  In addition to the 
classes we have traditionally had meeting, more recently, the young adults have begun to gather in the library 
for a time of discussion and sharing  Everyone is encouraged to come out and spend time in the setting best 
suited to you—Plan to gather at the church at 10:00 a.m.! 

Recently, Ruth and Cesar took the students from their Sunday School class out for a fun outing 
at Urban Air, ending up at McDonalds for lunch!  If you know someone with children in grades 2-
4, please invite them to join our class!  Sao Mai Nguyen is providing childcare for our preschool 
children, in case you or someone you know has younger children.  Don’t let that be the reason to 
stay away from church!                                                                                     - Ruth Fox                                                                                                                                        

Coffee Hour = Hospitality 

One of the ways that we can reach out is to provide opportunities to gather together with people who come to 
FBC to visit on a Sunday morning.  The Deacons are wanting to extend hospitality in several ways.  One way is 
to provide Visitor welcome bags.  Another is to have people who will greet the visitors at the doors of the church 
when they enter.  And, third, we want to provide a space for conversation and dialogue after the service.  To 
that end, we are asking people to help provide snacks or meals to be served following the Sunday morning wor-
ship services.  Many thanks to all of you who have been participating in this way since the beginning of the year.  
Many thanks to Chad Zoll who almost singlehandedly took care of the snack provisions throughout the COVID 
period!  There is a sign-up sheet in the church library! 



 

 

Men’s Fellowship:   Freedom with Responsibility—Friday, March 31st 7pm 

Matthew 5:44 (NIV):  But I t-ell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you 

The Men’s Fellowship met on February 24 for a movie night to explore the 
idea of free speech.  We watched the movie “God’s Not Dead 2” which ex-
plored the idea of censorship and the role of religion in the public square.  
One thing we took note of with the 1st Amendment which protects free 
speech, is that it also protects the freedom to gather and freedom of religion 
as well as freedom of the press.  The Amendment really only has to do with 
Government offices as it only addresses Congress, and does not apply to pri-
vate employers.  We emphasized that with freedom comes responsibility to 
avoid abuse of freedoms.  We looked at the book of James and how he illus-
trates the tongue and how it can become untamed.   

For March, we will return to a Bible study format and continue to look at the Bible study series “Distinct.”   The 
topic is “Distinct in My Love,” looking at Matthew 5:43-48.  We will have pizza and snacks available for people to 
partake in food and fellowship.  The meeting begins at 7pm.   

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB): “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharp-
ens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship and encouragement in pursuing the 
purposes of Christ . . . to become men after God’s own heart.    

                                                                                                                            —Chad Zoll 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship) 

We gathered at Marilyn Cosetti’s house on a beautiful, spring-like February morning. The hymns we sang were 
the late Judge Joseph Cosetti’s favorites. Ruth shared a devotion about love based on 1 Corinthians 13 and the 
Fruits of the Spirit. We prayed for countries that suffered disasters, war, and violence. We lifted up our sisters, 
pastor, and friends who need healing. We also prayed for our daily challenges and thanked God for what he has 
done in our lives. Each of us was blessed with lovely fellowship, thanks to Marilyn and Ruth.  
 
Our March through May meetings will be at the church. Lulee will host in March, Roxanne & Ruth will co-host in 
April, and our Annual Tea will be in May. These are held on the third Saturday of each month.  All women of the 
church are invited! 
                                                                                                                                     —Dewi Wong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Young at Heart 
 

 

We greatly enjoyed a presentation by Shirley Smith and Betty Batie at 
our February Young at Heart gathering as they shared the important 
contributions made by many African American people, past and present.  
At our March meeting, on Wednesday, March 1, at 11:30 a.m. we will 
hear from Dr. Ed Floyd on the subject of "Why No Translation of Homer 
is Best.” There are a number of translations of Homer. Dr. Floyd’s claim 

is that each translation has its pluses and minuses.  One dimension of this is how the translator 
handles passages where there are variant ancient readings. These observations will form the basis 
of his talk. We welcome all seniors (55+) and encourage you to invite your friends to enjoy a deli-
cious meal and informative lecture. Suggested donation of $5.                                         

                                                                                                                                 —Ruth Fox 



  

March Birthdays 

March 18    Michelle Juran 
March 20    Sean King 
March 20    Ainura Mamadzanova   
March 31    Max Qureshi   

  
          

 
 
 

Fireflies (Young Adults) 

                               
Let’s “march” ahead in God’s love, power, and with self-discipline (2 
Timothy 1:7). Last month, we wrapped up our Christian Foundation series 
with a Q&A Night. Thanks to those who supported this event with their 
questions, presence, and wisdom! We discussed questions like: “Is the Bi-
ble historically reliable?”, “Have politics replaced religion in the U.S.?”, and 
“What tips do you have for praying?” We also celebrated Valentine’s Day 
(special thanks to Roxanne and Nara), created a Prayer Board so we can 
pray for each other as a church, rejoiced with those who attended the CCO 

Jubilee Conference (see Stephen’s article for details), 
and hosted an Autism Workshop given by Autism-
Pittsburgh. Mr. Jesse Torisky did an awesome job edu-
cating us about how to better understand and help indi-
viduals with autism. Thanks to all who attended in-
person or by Zoom! Please feel free to reach out if you 
have any questions! 
 

Be in God’s Word, Be in Prayer. We pray last 
month’s Bible Study challenge blessed you. If you 
participated, we pray you grew in the love and knowledge of God and His 
people. If you didn’t participate, we pray that witnessing others take up the 
challenge inspired you to pick up your Bible more. As we enter Lent, let us 

commit to prayer. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of pray-
ers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 
the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:18) 

 

  
Upcoming Events:  

•March 4th - Fireflies Retreat (Pray for God’s vision and provision for our group.) 

•March 25th - FBC Retreat (Pray for us to grow as a multi-generational church.) 
                                                                                                                           —Petroula Zoll 

https://www.autismpittsburgh.org/
https://www.autismpittsburgh.org/


 
 
 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

March Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar      

• 1    Mar  (Wed)              Young at Heart Luncheon—11:30 am 
                Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 5     Mar  (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m 
•                   Worship—11:00 am  (and packing welcome back bags) 
•                                                           Deacons meeting—12:30 
•                                                            Hangout — 5 p.m. 
• 7    Mar  (Tue)               Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                 FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
•  8   Mar (Wed)                               Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 12  Mar  (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                  Worship—11:00 am 
                                                                     Hangout — 5 p.m. 
• 14  Mar   (Tue)               Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
                 Trustee Meeting—7: pm 
• 15   Mar  (Wed)                             Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 18   Mar  (Sat)               Marys & Marthas  - 10:00 am 
• 19   Mar  (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                  Worship—11:00 am 
                                                                    Hangout — 5 p.m. 
• 21    Mar   (Tue)                            Young Adult Group—7 p.m. (Zoom and in person)  (6:30 dinner) 
                                                                    FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.                                                              
• 22   Mar  (Wed)               Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 24   Mar  (Fri)                Men’s Fellowship  – 7:00 pm. 
• 25   Mar  (Sat)               FBC Spring Retreat—10:00 am—2:00 p.m. 
• 26   Mar  (Sun)                              Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                 Worship—11:00 am   
                                                                     Hangout — 5 p.m. 
• 28 Mar ( Tue)                               Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                                                                     FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.     
• 29  Mar (Wed)                               Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                           
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

