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From the Pastor 

  
“
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.”  Mark 
8:31 
 
As we read the Gospels during Lent, we are following Jesus on His way to 
the cross and learning from his teachings.  Eventually he will go to Jerusa-
lem, he will be uplifted as a King but then will be rejected by the scribes 
and Pharisees. Following a Roman trial, he was sent to die on a cross out-
side the city of Jerusalem.  His body was placed in a dark tomb and God 
raised him from the dead on Easter Sunday. This resurrection was God 
launching his “worldwide project of putting the world the right way up,” as 
expressed by N.T. Wright.  We at First Baptist Church are invited to live 
out the goals of this project, following our own calling to partner with God 
to renew all creation 
 
It is through the cross and resurrection of Jesus that God is attacking the 
problem of evil and the alienation of humanity from God.  I have become 
much more aware of the brokenness and sinfulness of humanity as I 
watched some of the programming focused on Black History Month on 
PBS.  I was saddened to learn more about the historical struggles of Afri-
can Americans through the programs presented on the “Black Church” 
and “After Reconstruction.” The experiences recorded there reminded me 
that our calling includes standing for equality and fighting against racism. 
 
The Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and Bible study help illuminate the 
areas of our sinfulness and that of the world.  We need renewal! During 
Lent, what does the cross have to say about our spiritual renewal? The 
cross is God’s answer to a world gone awry with evil, as well as the evil 
within our own hearts. Lent is the time to set aside spiritual complacency 
and boredom. In difficult times, such as we face now during the pandemic, 
where do we find hope?  Our hope is in our restored relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ as we seek to follow him and respond to His calling 
on our lives. 
 
We prepared a Lenten daily devotional for each family at FBC.  If you 
have not received one at church, please contact the office to have one 
sent to you.  May you draw closer to God, and He to you, during this Len-
ten journey. 
 
 

      Peace,  
      Pastor Chuck Fox 
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       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Mary Ellen Johnson 

• Sean King 

• Robert Smith 

• Shirley Stanzione 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
March 

7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m. 
 

You will receive an 
invitation each week 

to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

 

 

Deacon News   

 

“Revival isn’t only about the big tent camp meetings of old. It is about actively 

sharing what we know with a world of lost and dying souls. Revival is about 

making the gospel of Jesus Christ popular. It is about not being ashamed of 

that gospel. It is about being bold and strong even when it is not the popular 

thing to do.” ~ Pamela Rose Williams, Christian educator and writer 

"A revival is the church falling in love with Jesus Christ all over again." ~ Vance 
Havner, 1901-1986; Revivalist, author, preacher 

"Prayer is the burden of revival; repentance is the breakthrough of revival; 

evangelism is the blessing of revival; holiness is the bounty of revival." ~ Steve 

Camp, Apr 13,1955; American Christian music artist and pastor 

Grace and peace FBC.  We continue to cry out to God for revival for ourselves, 

our church, and our nation. Revival is not a big fancy show. It can be as simple 

as making the gospel of Jesus Christ popular again. It means not being 

ashamed of the gospel because we know and understand that it still has the 

power to save lost and dying souls. So, we believe that and don’t mind telling 

others the gospel truth. 

Revival is falling in love with Jesus Christ all over again. Remember when we 

first got saved? Every other word out of our mouths had to do with Christ.  We 

were fervently in love with him. People would try to hush our Jesus talk – you 

know, the “at the foot of the cross” conversations. Our response was always, 

“He is a merciful, loving Savior. How great is our God!”  We had faith enough 

to believe that He can save, cleanse, sustain, and keep us to the very end.  

So, during this Lenten Season, we continue to pray to Him for revival; we offer 

to Him a heart of repentance; we begin once again to tell others about Him – 

evangelize; we walk before Him in holiness. It may seem like an impossible 

task, but it has been done in the past. It is doable today. 

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 

pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chroni-

cles 7:14 

Love Him. Repent before Him. Promote Him. Walk humbly before Him. Watch 

revival come to our souls, then to our church, and finally to our nation. 

FBC, join in the cry for personal and corporate revival. Remember to pray for 

our sick, shut-ins, and for those that are grieving for recently deceased loved  

ones. FBC, I will meet you at the Throne of Grace. 

                                              God bless you, 

                                              Deacon Barbara Russell, Chair 

 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Van Beck Hall, President 

• Casey  Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Angeline Wong 

• Chad Zoll                                         

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this time of limited wor-

ship due to the pandemic con-

cerns, please send your dona-

tions and pledges to: 

Secretary/Controller 
FBC Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15213 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

This is the time of year the Trustees look forward to, our new            
congregational year. We attempt to solicit ideas from the congrega-
tion about new projects. We have received three such ideas for the     
upcoming year. The Young Adults, “Fireflies” have  presented their 
plans for a proposed Wi-Fi coffee bar and study hall for students in 
our library which may begin when the pandemic ends. Dr. Scott, our 
music director, has presented plans for increased funding for music 
in our Sunday services and our Pastor has suggested hiring a couple 
of  students, young adults, or interns to assist us in reaching out to 
students at Pitt and CMU. Do you  have some ideas?  If you have 
one, write it up and give it to our church secretary or any member of 
the Board of Trustees and we can consider it at our March meeting.   

The Trustees have also taken action on several building maintenance 
projects  that we will be completed during the remainder of the 2020-
2021 fiscal year and the first part of the 2021-2022 year. The first in-
volves the installation of a radiator in the Narthex (east end) entrance 
to the church. The second provides a new tankless water heater for 
the baptistry and other water outlets in the building.  The third repairs 
the leaking drain in the baptistry. The final one will result in finishing 
the floor in the basement side hall. We also obtained  information re-
garding the possibility of installing a shower in the basement.                    

The season for discussing our budget, nominations and our congre-
gational meeting is here. We will hold our two hundred and ninth 
church meeting sometime in May at which we will approve the bud-
get for the 2021-2022 church year and elect officers. In March and 
April we will asking for members to become nominated as officers 
who will be elected in May. Thanks to those who have served, we 
can look forward, with the grace of God, to at least another 209 years 
of service to our faith and community.    

                                                   —Van Beck Hall, President 

In Appreciation 

Thank you to all who support the church financially, especially to 
those who remain faithful in your giving through the COVID pandem-
ic! All that we have comes from God and belongs to God. We are 
stewards for a period of time. Generosity is a gift from God, a gift of 
mercy. Just as God has shown us mercy, we ought to be merciful to 
others. We demonstrate mercy, in part, through our generosity, in 
giving back to God through the church, and in helping those in need 
among us. Our church year ends on April 30.  We ask that you con-
sider a pledge of financial support to the church, for the new year be-
ginning May 1st. 

Also, if there is ever a time to consider a bequest to the church, know 
that you will be helping to carry on the important work of sharing 
God's good news to future generations...until Christ returns. 

                                                             —Casey Gnage, Controller 



Mission and Outreach 

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2021—“So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evan-
gelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, at-
taining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”   Ephesians 4:11-13 (NIV) 
 
So as Christ did, we as Christians are instructed to do also.  Each of us being responsible for spreading the 
Word of God and doing charitable acts, for lifting one another up and for supporting each other through faith 
and love.  When we cannot reach those who are in need, we must support those who can!  The American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) have supported communities distressed by the devastation of 
COVID-19 last year, as the pandemic swept our country and Puerto Rico. They have helped families who 
lost homes to floods, wildfire and storms, along with children living on the edge because of poverty, and 
seminarians preparing to devote their lives to sharing the Good News.  These are just a few of the ways 
they minister to those in need; there are many more. 
 
The world’s needs today are as great as they were close to two centuries ago.  When you contribute to the 
America for Christ Offering, you increase the number of those in need who receive support across the Unit-
ed States and Puerto Rico, increasing the impact of your gifts.  You increase the capacity to fulfill the bibli-
cal mandate in Ephesians 4:11-13 through the equipping of His saints in discipleship, leadership, and em-
powering ministries, which nurture the faithful followers who find their call and life’s work as the hands and 
feet of Christ.  PLEASE GIVE during the month of March!  Please indicate on the notation line of your check 
to the First Baptist Churchthat your donation is for the America for Christ Offering.  Thank you!                            
 
UPDATE ON OUR MISSIONARIES:   
 
We are happy to report that Kit Ripley has arrived safely back in Thailand and will be 
released from her quarantine soon to return to Chiang Mai and her ministry there with 
the New Life Center. 
 
The Osterbrocks (all 6 of them!) continue to live in Ohio until such time as they can 
return to Malaysia.  Aaron is teaching at the Sabah Theological Seminary in Malaysia 
virtually. 
 
Please pray for Ketley and Vital Pierre during this time while Ketley is receiving 
chemotherapy for breast cancer.       
                                                                                                                                              Osterbrock Family    
 
                                                                      —Shirley Stanzione and Ruth Fox, Mission Advocate                                                                            

Music Notes 

The FBC worship team had the privilege this past February to feature several arrangements of African 
American Spirituals in honor of Black History Month. We would like to thank several of our guest artists—
bassist Jeff Grubbs, saxophonist Lee Robinson, guitarist Ryan Salisbury, and percussionist Zack Mester—
for working to bring these Spirituals to life. It is also important to acknowledge the contributions of FBC’s 
core musicians throughout February including guitarist and vocalist André Cadidé, percussionist and vocal-
ist Ruth Fox, and vocalists Rosany Lisboa, Luke W. Lockhart, Petroula Zoll, Nara Hernandez, and Angeline 
Wong-Scott.  

We will begin the month of March with a traditional service, which will incorporate some classical piano and 
organ selections in addition to special music featuring Luke W. Lockhart. This will be followed by a contem-
porary music service that includes performances from the FBC Vocal Trio (Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox, and 
Luke W. Lockhart), André Cadidé, and Rosany Lisboa.  —  Billy D. Scott, Director of Music Ministry 



   

Christian Education 

We continue to hope that all our Sunday School classes will be able to start up in person again 

soon.  This month, the class that meets with Dr. Van Beck Hall will be meeting in the library.  

There is also a class for the children in grades K-2, taught by Nara and Cesar Hernandez.  As 

soon as the class taught by Steve Hernandez and John Knox is able to meet again, there will be 

an announcement to that effect.  We appreciate everyone’s efforts during this time of COVID. 

If you did not receive the Lenten booklet for the month leading up to Easter, please notify Michelle 

Juran in the church office, and she will send one to your home.  This is a publication prepared by 

ABCOPAD to benefit all of us as we prepare for Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, his arrest, trial, cruci-

fixion and, finally, his resurrection! 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

Ash Wednesday was on February 17 which begins the season of lent, a time of reflection as we 

journey toward Jerusalem in preparation for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our sins.  Throughout 

the coming month, Pastor Chuck Fox will continue to lead us through a book called “He Set His 

Face to Jerusalem” by Richard Wilke for our Wednesday Night Bible Studies.   

Some topics we have studied thus far: 

1.  Can you think of the decisions that you have made in your life that ended up being life-

changing? 

2.  As you walk the road of faith, have you seen how busy people are making a difference in the 
lives of hurting people? 

For the past two weeks, we have been highlighting questions to apply to our lives.  Reflecting on 

Jesus as he starts towards Jerusalem, beginning with the Transfiguration account, we are looking 

at what Jesus did on his way to Jerusalem in both teachings and healings.  Though Jesus knew 

that he would be rejected and killed by the religious authorities of his day, Jesus faced Jerusalem 

to prepare life as a sacrifice so that we may have life.  Along the way, Jesus taught the people as 

well as healed the people, to set an example for us that after Jesus had departed from us, his 

words would continue to teach us and his example would challenge us.  John 14:12 reports Jesus 

saying, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do 

even greater things than these.”  May our faith become stronger in Christ, as we travel towards 

Jerusalem with him.   

The Bible Study continues to be held on Wednesdays from 7-8:15 p.m. both in person and on 

Zoom.  Invite a friend as we take this journey together. 

                                                                                                          —Chad Zoll   



 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

We met on February 26 at 7pm as a Bible Study over Zoom.  The theme was on how living in God’s 
Kingdom can transform us.  Scriptures that were studied were Luke 19:1-27; Acts 8:10-13, 14:21-22, 
19:8-9. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Friday, March 26 at 7pm.  As we are in the season of Lent, and approach-
ing Palm Sunday, we may try to meet in person.  If the prevalence of COVID remains lower in West-
ern Pennsylvania, then we may even have food for this meeting.  The plan will be to have a movie 
night.  If the prevalence of COVID does increase in March, then we may have a “Watch Party.”  I am 
planning to show the movie “What If” with Kevin Sorbo and you can watch the movie trailer here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrPxrSy5n8w 
 
The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron sharpens iron, so one 
man sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship as well as en-
couragement in pursuing the purposes of Christ—to become men after God’s own heart. 
 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
 
The Marys and the Marthas will be meeting, as usual, this month of the 3rd Saturday, March 20th, at 
10 am.  Again, we'll be meeting via Zoom.  It's wonderful getting to see each other -- and a special 
treat when one of our former members joins us.  I guess that's the one plus in this sea of negatives 
we're living through -- folks who can't physically be with us because of distance can now be a part of 
the group again!  But we still are anxious to get back together, in the same room, hugging and shar-
ing.  As soon as this pandemic is behind us, we'll be happy to get back to normal.  Until then, all wom-
en are most welcome to join us.  If you don't receive the emails with the Zoom codes, let me know and 
I'll make sure you receive then.  And a reminder . . . even if you don't have a computer, you are still 
able to phone in -- not quite the same as we can't see each other, but you can talk and hear oth-
ers.  Hope to see lots of you on the 20th.  
 
 

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 
 

Grace and peace! During the month of February, we returned to hav-
ing our meetings in person but we are still offering an online op-
tion through Zoom. Taking advantage of the fact that during this 
month Valentine's Day was celebrated, we had the idea of 
carrying out a series of Bible studies on the different types of love; 
our reference Bible verse for this series is written in 1 John 4:10: 
"This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” Working on this 
theme, we studied the biblical passages referring to the prodigal 
son, the story of friendship between David and Jonathan and also 
the story of the good Samaritan. Finally, on the last Tuesday of 
the month we talked a little more about love from a romantic perspective and we had as special 
guests, Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Shirley Stanzione, who blessed us a lot by sharing with us a little of their 
life story as a couple and how God has been playing a key role in their marriage. In addition, this 
month we prepared a care package for each member of the Young Adults Group as a reminder that 
we love them as a church and as friends. Go Fireflies! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrPxrSy5n8w


  

March  birthdays—Congratulations! 
 

March   6    -     Paul Recht 

March 18    -     Michelle Juran 

March 18    -     Ainura  Osunbekov         

March 20    -     Sean King  

March 31    -     Max Qureshi 

 

     Happy birthday and may God bless you! 

 

.Report on our Special Reflections for Black History Month 

During the month of February, especially because we were unable to host the annual African-
American Read-in, we had special readings and musical selections that highlighted some of 
the works by black authors, poets,  politicians and preachers.  Billy D. Scott did a wonderful job 
of incorporating some spirituals into each service, and invited special guests Lee Robinson and 
Jeff Grubbs to participate.  Kamari Purcell, Shirley Smith and Betty Batie shared excerpts  from  
pieces by Martin Luther King, Jr.  Leslie Smedley read a poem by Amanda Gorman.  And Van 
Beck Hall read a letter written by Frederick Douglas.  Pastor Chuck Fox also incorporated perti-
nent illustrations in his sermons.  Thanks to all those who participated. 

 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE  

First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
 
Phone:  412-621-0500 
E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

March FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

•   2   Mar  ( Tue)                  Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m.  
•           FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)                          
•   3   Mar (Wed)                  Lenten Bible Study—7:00 p.  
•   7   Mar  (Sun)                   Worship—11:00 am  on Zoom and videoed ,  Deacon’s Meeting—12:30pm 
•   9  Mar  (Tue)                   Young Adults Group—7:00 pm    
•          FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 pm (Zoom) 
•                                                Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
•  10  Mar  (Wed)                Lenten Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   
• 14   Mar  (Sun)                 Worship—11:00 am —on Zoom and videoed  
• 16   Mar  (Tue)                 Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m   
•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
• 17   Mar  (Wed)                Lenten Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   
• 20   Mar (Sat)                  Marys and Marthas at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
• 21   Mar  (Sun)      Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  
• 23   Mar  (Tue)      Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m   
•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
• 24  Mar  (Wed)      Bible Study —7:00 p.m.  
• 26  Mar  (Fri)      Men’s Fellowship—7:00 pm  
• 28  Mar (Sun)                  Worship—11:00 am — on Zoom and videoed  
• 30  Mar (Tue)     Young Adults Group—7:00 pm at church  
•                         FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 pm (Zoom) 
• 31  Mar (Wed)                 Lenten Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   
 
 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

