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From the Pastor  
   

                       Resting in God's Grace and Enjoying Some Summer Fun. 
 

The Spirit Himself testifies with  our spirit that we are God's children.   
                                                     Romans 8:46 

 
See how very much our heavenly Father loves us,  

for he allows us to be called his children.                                 
I John 3: 1 

 
See to it that no one misses the grace of God.  

Hebrews 12:15 
 
Summer is coming and  I hope you will have time to relax in the sunshine of 
God's love. In addition, play some badminton, go the beach, go hiking on one of 
the trails in the western Pa. woods, take time to notice some flowers,  make a de-
licious pizza, all the while enjoying your friends and family. You may have noticed 
that these are some of the things that I like to do, but you may add a few things 
for yourself. Do you have a bucket list of activities that you would like to do be-
fore your life is over? 
  
How do you relax and soak up some of God's wonderful grace, goodness and 
mercy?  You need to relax just from the stress of daily life.  Recently, we experi-
enced the loss of our long-time member, Joe Cosetti.  We also remembered the 
life of Al Johnson over Memorial Day weekend. The lives of these saints hopeful-
ly will make us more thankful for their lives and give us inspiration, but there is 
also a sense of loss. We can quietly rest in the knowledge of the resurrection of 
Jesus. This knowledge, if it goes deep within us, can give us the power to make it 
through the next day and the next year.  The promises of God in His word and 
prayer are the key. In addition, the spiritual masters have said that seeking the 
Lord in our daily devotions can renew the soul. 
 
Living in this society is hard. Listening to the news on tv is stressful if you take it 
into your heart. I would like to fast from the cable network news which we have at 
our house. It is more about competition and entertainment with a mixture of truths 
and half truths in the commentary. There is little that is enrichment for the soul.  
 
Taking time to drink deeply from the mercies of God is good for our souls. This 
may be by listening to some of the great hymns of the faith,  reading one of the 
Gospels in one sitting, or by spending at least an hour reading from the Bible in 
order to get a bigger picture of what God is trying to say. 
 
In the midst of sickness and stress, something we all encounter at times, I hope 
that you will experience some of the sunshine of God's grace upholding you this 
summer. 
 
      Peace, 
      Pastor Chuck 
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       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Mary Ellen Johnson 

• Sean King 

• Robert Smith 

• Shirley Stanzione 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
June 

7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m. 
 

You will receive an 
invitation each week 

to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

 

Board of Deacons                            

“. . . . . but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 

Grace and peace, FBC. We just completed another Annual Church 
Meeting. Sincere thanks to all those who were in attendance. It was 
wonderful to see members whom we had not seen since the start of 
pandemic.  Mr. Tex Severance was voted to serve on the Board of 
Trustees, and Mrs. Petroula Zoll was voted to serve on the Board of 
Deacons. Welcome and thank you! Your wisdom, input, and commit-
ment to serve is greatly needed and appreciated as we continue to 
advance into the future. 

The new budget was presented and approved. A very important item 
that was approved was the funding for a part-time student outreach 
minister.  The Pastor and the outreach team are meeting, assessing, 
and diligently working on various options that would be a good fit for 
our church.  These are exciting times as the church ventures forward 
in a concerted effort to increase the young adult and student popula-
tion in our church.  Please keep this effort at the top of your prayer 
list. 

After the meeting adjourned, everyone was invited to a backyard 
cookout at the Hernandez’s home.  The weather fully cooperated. 
What a great time of food, fun, and fellowship!  It was a time to share 
funny stories, and learn sometime new about one another. Steve, 
Suk, Caesar, and Nara, we appreciate your gracious hospitality. We 
thank you for so kindly hosting the church. 

We lost a dear friend and longtime member, Judge Joe Cosetti.  He 
added so much to the life of our congregation. His funeral service was 
held at the church. It was a touching tribute and wonderful home go-
ing service. He will be missed. Keep his wife, Marilyn, and family in 
prayer as they mourn the passing of their loved one.  Because of Je-
sus, we will see him again. 

FBC, please continue to pray for our sick, and shut-ins. Pray for our 
Pastor, church leaders, and for good stewardship.  FBC, I will meet 
you at the Throne of Grace. 

      God Bless You. 
                                                                  Barbara Russell 
 

Welcoming New Members 

On Sunday, May 23, we 

were delighted to wel-

come 2 new members 

into our fellowship by the 

right hand of fellowship.  

Tex Severance and 

Roxanne Dillie were voted into membership at the 

annual meeting on May 16th.  They have both been attending FBC for 

a couple of years, contributing in various ways to our church life.  

Many blessings! 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Van Beck Hall, President 

• Casey  Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Angeline Wong 

• Chad Zoll                                         

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

Board of Trustees 

During  their June and July meetings the Trustees usually consisder plans 
for the following congregational  year. This year they will begin by electing 
new officers for the Board, (president, vice-president, and secretary) and 
will then select the Controller and perhaps a Business Manager and Histo-
rian. The Board will then turn to plans for the completion of current pro-
jects which include the installation of a shower in the basement, the re-
placement of the radiator in the Narthex, the continued replacement of 
gutters and downspouts and the application for another matching grant 
from PHLF. The board will also consider new projects which may include 
the refinishing of the floor in the basement Assembly Hall. This will be a 
complex project which will involve the removal of the current tile and con-
sideration of either re-tiling or refinishing. The project will also involve the 
stage area and will lead to negotiations with Rev. Henderson’s Prayer and 
Praise group concerning the timing of the project. Another important  pro-
ject will the  installation of a warning system for the boiler and the shifting 
from stem to a hot water heating system. This project will require the for-
mulation of cost estimates and detailed plans for the conversion. Smaller 
projects will include the installation of facilities for the student study hall, 
requirements for the support of our campus outreach program and the        
installation of a small garden on the south side of the church by our Young 
Adults. The ending of the Pandemic restrictions will open our church for 
other groups and we will consider hosting the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Men’s Glee Club  concert this December and the return of several groups 
who have used our facilities in the past. It should be a busy couple of 
months and the Board will keep you informed. 

                                                                                       -   Van Beck Hall  

Building Report:  Making All Things New 

There is good news!  The Side Hall in the basement has a refurbished 
floor.  The floor itself is not perfect but we are grateful to God and this con-
gregation for allowing us to make this space a desirable place to meet in 
again. Take a look at the pictures to see how the space was originally laid 
out, how it looked after the asbestos abatement and how it looks now.  
The black and white picture actually includes both the main fellowship hall 
(basketball court/gymnasium) and the side hall (on the right hand side of 
the picture with the fountain and chairs.) Unfortunately, moth and rust con-
tinue to plague this old building, as well as storms. Please pray for the 
Trustees as we need to fix some storm damage on the high roof again as 
well as the gutters and downspouts, and update the electrical work in the 
side hall.                                                         — Chad Zoll 

 

Look Who is on the Wall!!! 
 
If you go to Pamela’s Diner in Shadyside, you will get a 
glimpse of our very own Mr. Ronald Perry!  His friend, 
Sandy from the Pittsburgh Project honored him by portray-
ing him as part of a mural highlighting Pittsburgh’s com-
munity life and its residents.  Mr. Perry surprised Pastor 
Chuck, Steve Hernandez, and Wayne Stanzione when 
they went there for breakfast last month! 



Mission and Outreach 
 
Kappa Chapter, Inc. of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc., a nursing sorority of predominantly African American 
registered nurses, is distributing Summer Food Boxes. This organization, founded in 1932 at Freedman’s 
Hospital in Washington, DC., now has chapters throughout the United States, the West Indies, and Liberia.  
The Pittsburgh chapter, Kappa, has received a grant from the POISE Foundation  This grant allows the 
group to distribute the Summer Food Boxes provided by the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank along with 
fresh fruits and vegetables from Kappa Chapter, Inc. These distributions will occur May through August 
2021 in the Pittsburgh and surrounding communities. Allen Place Community Services, Inc., (APCS) locat-
ed on the Northside, is the pick-up location for the food which will be distributed to individuals, organiza-
tions, and churches (including ours!) for distribution to their constituents.  APCS requests that a brief sur-
vey be completed for each box received which indicates zip code, age category, and other resources. The 
members of Chi Eta Phi Sorority are dedicated to their motto, Service to Humanity and work diligently to 
provide health promotion and health education activities. 

       - Shirley Powe Smith, PhD, RN, CRNP 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  -  The year 2020 was unlike any year we have witnessed in our life-
time.  We had record-breaking fires on our west coast, an extremely active hurricane season on the Gulf 
Coast and Central America, a massive explosion in Beirut displacing thousand of individuals, and all these 
events were happening in the midst of the prolonged COVID-19 global pandemic.  Disasters will continue 
to occur and hundreds of millions of people will struggle with poverty.  We are living in a time of uncertainty 
to be sure!  And yet, one thing is certain! Through this ministry of One Great Hour of Sharing, you continue 
to Let Love Flow.  Events of the past year have shown us that, even in times when we cannot be physically 
together in one place, FBC’s support of the One Great Hour of Sharing continues to strengthen our 
church’s presence all over the world!  Please give generously to our $500 goal!    
   -          - Shirley Stanzione 

PRISM Update 

PRISM, one of our mission partners, held its annual 
dinner and program which highlights the important 
work they do with international students in the Pitts-
burgh region.  Rosany Lisboa was one of the students 
who gave a testimony and she and Andre also provid-
ed music.  Ruth Fox works closely with this ministry 
through Bible study and teaching an English conversa-
tion class here at FBC. 

 
The FBC English conversation class has ended for this school year.  Pastor 
and Ruth Fox had the group over for a pizza party to close out the year in May.  

 
Christian Education 

We are excited that as people get vaccinated, there is beginning to be a sense that we can gather more 
freely at the church for Sunday School and Bible Study on Sundays at 10:00 a.m..  We continue to hold 
two adult classes and one children’s class.  Many thanks to our faithful teachers and students!  We are 
working on designing and renovating the classrooms downstairs to make them more appealing and useful.  
The old “Charlie Brown” room has been painted and has new whiteboards, and is now being used by the 
Fireflies.  The goal is to go through all the toys and equipment in the other classrooms, getting rid of some 
of the older toys, and adding new bookshelves and equipment to accommodate our youngsters.  Upstairs, 
we are currently creating a space in the library, under the balcony, for our littlest ones.  This will allow our 
parents with babies and little children to have a safe place to take their children if they are unable to stay 
in the sanctuary, but still be able to listen to the sermon and other parts of the worship service.  Thanks to 
those of you who are helping to make these improvements possible! 

 

 



Music Notes 
 

Following the April 13th “Power Up” contemporary Christian concert, the FBC Music Ministry carried over 
some contemporary selections into the month of May. These performances featured FBC’s Luke W. Lock-
hart (vocals), Rosany Lisboa (vocals), André Cadidé (guitar/vocals), Angeline Wong-Scott (vocals), Ruth 
Fox (vocals, bongos), Petroula Zoll (vocals) and guest artists Hugo Cruz (congas), Zack Mester 
(percussion), Ryan Salisbury, and Lee Caplan (bass). Guest artist Jeff Grubbs (bass) also contributed. 
We concluded the month of May with a traditional service that featured various organ pieces, performanc-
es by vocalists Dewi Wong, Ruth Fox, and Luke W. Lockhart, and a special music piece in honor of the 
late Albert Johnson, Sr. The month of June will focus on a combination of contemporary, traditional, and 
jazz textures with guest performances by Lee Robinson (saxophone) and Jeff Grubbs (bass). We also in-
tend to begin expanding the choir in preparation for future performances of special choral pieces. If you 
are interested in singing our current choral piece, “How Beautiful,” (composed by Twila Paris; arranged by 
Lloyd Larson) please contact Billy D. Scott at wds15@pitt.edu or via text. In conclusion, The music minis-
try would like to thank Rosany Lisboa—who will be departing to Brazil soon—for sharing her vocal skills 
and compositions with the FBC worship team over the past two years. 

 

Farewell 
Kamari Purcell—We had mixed feelings as we celebrated with recent graduate Kamari Purcell as he re-

ceived his master’s degree on May 22nd.  We are delighted in his success, of course, but we also recog-

nize that it will be the first time in 6 years that we have to acknowledge that he is 

really moving AWAY, and will no longer be a regular weekly presence at FBC.  

The Hernandez family held an open house at their home on May 16 to com-

memorate this special occasion, and then we prayed over Kamari on his last 

Sunday with us, May 23.  As he leaves to work at the Federal Reserve in New 

York, we commit to praying for him and assuring him that we are still his “family” 

back here in Pittsburgh!  Blessings, Kamari! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

It was with great sadness that we share the loss of our beloved Joe Cosetti who 

passed away on Wednesday, May 12 after a short illness. He came to the First 

Baptist Church of Pittsburgh in 1957 and served our church well as the Office 

Manager, Trustee, and Deacon.  His generosity of time, energy and resources 

over the course of these past 64 years is much appreciated.  He is survived by 

his lovely wife Marilyn and children, John and Maura along with their families.  

We were able to share in their commemoration of his life in a service held at 

FBC on Saturday, May 22nd, followed by the graveside interment and a lunch-

eon at their home. 

mailto:wds15@pitt.edu


 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one 
another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Ephesians 
5:18-20 NIV) 

We are three-quarters of our way through our study of the Psalms.  We have not looked at every Psalm, 
but we have been using the book, “Reflections on the Psalms” by CS Lewis to guide our study through 
themes that are found in the Psalms.  We also have been looking at some of these Psalms cited in the 
New Testament.  Jesus actually quotes from the Psalms more often than any other Old Testament book.  
Along with our use of Psalms in both the Call to Worship and Old Testament readings in our worship ser-
vice, a study of the Psalms for Wednesday Night Bible Study has proved enlightening.   

Some of the themes we have looked at involved morbid topics such as judgements, cursings, and even 
death.  Other topics have been more “fun” to look at including seeing the beauty of the Lord, and viewing 
the Word of God in such a way that the commands of the Lord are sweeter than honey.  We continued to 
look at how the Psalms have encouraged us to sanctify ourselves and even though we are in the world 
we are not to be of the world and live separate from it.  We also studied the theology in nature and crea-
tion that is promoted in the Psalms.     

We will be concluding the study of the Psalms in June.  The final topics to be explored include scripture 
(itself), praising, as well as second meanings.   

Curious about the Psalms?  Come out Wednesday nights at 7pm at the Church.  As restrictions on eating 
establishments are being lifted at the end of May, and the Board of Deacon’s agree that we can have 
meals with small groups; we will begin to offer light meals before Bible Study on Wednesday nights start-
ing June 2.   

Men’s Fellowship:. 

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron 

sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to pro-

vide a time of fellowship as well as encouragement in pursuing the purposes of 

Christ—to become men after God’s own heart. 

The Men’s Fellowship had an enjoyable evening outdoors with a campfire in the cir-

cle drive.  For our devotional reading, we looked at a low point the Prophet Elijah was 

experiencing in 1 Kings 19.  We saw how Elijah, through self pity, became paralyzed 

and wanted to die when he was being pursued by Jezebel, King Ahab’s wife.  The 

reading came from a devotional by Charles Swindoll entitled “Growing Strong in the 

Seasons of Life.”  Pastor Swindoll notes God’s remedy for self pity:   

1. Get a good well deserved mental rest 
2. Stop trying to work things out yourself 
3. Eat a well balanced diet 
4. And take a long, well-needed look at your Savior in His Word 
 
    Topped off with some quality time with a friend. 

We finished the evening with tossing football and a game of croquet.   

Our next Men’s Fellowship is planned for Friday, June 25 at 7pm and we’ll plan to have another game 
night outside, weather permitting.  All men are invited to attend! 

 
 



  

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
 

The Marys and the Marthas continue to meet via Zoom on the 3rd Saturday of each month, at 10 
am.  This group is open to all women, and all are welcome.  We sing, have devotions, pray for each 
other, and just talk and "catch up" on each other's lives.  It's a wonderful group -- it'll be more fun 
when we can actually be in the same room, but for now, we meet virtually.  If you are interested in 
joining us and aren't currently receiving the notifications, please let the church secretary know, and 
you will be added to the list.  Our next meeting is on Saturday, June 19th, at 10.  Hope to see lots of 
you there!  
         - Margot Quirin 
 
Young Adult Group—Fireflies…are on the move...  

 
During the month of May, the Fireflies concluded our survey for the student study center and our Bible 
study on the Fruits of the Spirit. On the last Tuesday, we had a Fly Away Party for our Head Firefly, 
Rosany Lisboa, who is “flying” back to her native Brazil. We en-
joyed a taco bar, followed by a fun trivia-type game of Imaginiff. We 
read 1 John 2:20-28, which encourages us to remain in Jesus, the 
Vine, and remember that we are anointed by the Holy Spirit, armed 
with God’s truth as we go out into a world full of false teaching de-
signed to lead us astray.                                                                 
  
Petroula anointed Rosany with oil, and the Fireflies prayed for     
Rosany and shared personal words and Scriptures to encourage 

her, singing a send-off song, “Benediction” by 
Matt Redman. We also gave special gifts to 

Rosany including the new 
Fireflies T-Shirt, a journal 
with a picture of our group’s color pour painting, a photo al-
bum of group selfies, and Rosany’s favorite candy--lollipops! 
We ended this special “moment” with an ice-cream and kara-
oke party. We thank Rosany for leading us so faithfully and 
inspiring us by her faith. We pray God’s many blessings up-
on her, and ask His guidance as we venture deeper into 
serving students in our community.                               
                                                                                                        
  — Petroula Zoll 

 
June Birthdays-Congratulations! 
                                                                                                          

     June 9   Steve Hernandez 
 June 10                               Rosany Lisboa 
     June 16                       Mary Ellen Johnson  
           June 24                              Sandy Kelsey      
      June 29             Margot Quirin   
     June 30             Richard Nanni 
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First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

June FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

•    1    June  (Tue)                   Young Adults Group—7:00 pm (Zoom),   
•              FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 pm (Zoom) 
•   2   June ( Wed)                   Bible Study—7:00 p.m.  (Zoom) 
•   6   June  (Sun)                    Bible Study—10:00 am 
•                                                   Worship—11:00 am —on Zoom and videoed  
•                                                   Deacon’s Meeting—12:30pm 
           8  June  (Tue)                    Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom) 
•                      FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
•                                                   Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
•  9   June  (Wed)                   Bible Study—7:00 p.m.  (Zoom) 
• 13  June  (Sun)         Bible Study—10:00 am 
•                                                  Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed                                                  
• 15 June  (Tue)         Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom) 
•                     FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
• 16  June  (Wed)         Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
• 19  June  (Sat)         Marys & Marthas—10:00 am (Zoom) 
• 20  June  (Sun)                   Bible Study—10:00 am 
•                                                  Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  
• 22  June  (Tue)                   Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom)    
• 23 June  (Wed)        Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
• 25  June  (Fri)        Men’s Fellowship—7:00 pm  
• 27 June (Sun)        Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                        Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  
• 29  June  (Tue)                  Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom) 
•                    FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
• 30   June  (Wed)               Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
•  

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

