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Word  from the Pastor 
 

                                 Liberty means Living by the Spirit 
 

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let your-
selves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1 

 
From the Christian perspective, to live by the Spirit is real freedom. To give ourselves 
to the task of loving others, extending tender mercies, striving for a clean conscience, 
and pursuing justice in our society may sound a bit lofty, but this is our real freedom. 
 
This weekend we are remembering the freedom we have in the United States of 
America as we became an independent nation almost 250 years ago. We celebrate 
this fact with many picnics, parades, and displays of fireworks. 
 
In 1775, the 13 colonies of our country rebelled against Great Britain and this sparked 
a war known as the Revolutionary War. After a year of fighting, the Second Continen-
tal Congress declared the independence of this country from British rule. They want-
ed to be free! The people wanted to be in control of their own government. Therefore, 
the Continental Congress appointed Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Ad-
ams, Robert Livingston and Roger Sherman to write a document explaining the 
"whys" of their need for independence.  
 
At first, not everyone agreed on these issues, and they debated the wording of this 
document. However, on July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was approved 
by the Continental Congress. The Declaration of Independence affirms that all men 
are created equal and that we are endowed by our Creator with certain inaliena-
ble rights. Around the world, this document has had a tremendous influence on other 
countries in their journeys toward freedom.  
 
According to an article in the Wall Street Journal, "no other document has had a big-
ger global impact than the Declaration of Independence." It has affected the creation 
of sovereign nations and movement towards democracy, but not every nation has 
adopted its goals in full regarding the rights of the individual. This is an area that con-
tinues to plague the world. Many governments are not committed to these same 
goals, and the rights of their populations are limited as they restrict the individual free-
dom of their people by exerting strict control over them.  
 
With freedom and “inalienable rights” comes responsibility, as well.  As we appreciate 
our country’s commitment to democracy and freedom, let us also recognize our re-
sponsibilities to apply the rights and privileges that we enjoy to all those we encounter 
in our daily lives, as well as to those around the world whom we may never meet per-
sonally, but who are also God’s children. As the gospel is spread among the 
"nations,” God is working to liberate people from the tyranny of sin and the Lord is 
building his Kingdom at the same time. 
 
                                                                       Blessings, 
                                                                       Pastor Chuck Fox 

 
 
 
 

FBC  CONNECTIONS      
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       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Shirley Stanzione 

 

 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
July 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
You will receive an invi-

tation each week to 
meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer requests 
to Deacon  

Barbara Russell 
at :blrussell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
is A CHURCH  

CONNECTED TO GOD 

Board of Deacons 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance.” Psalm 
33:12 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 2 Cor. 3:17 

Grace and peace, FBC. Half the year is already over. Time flies. I pray that all is 
well with each of you and your families. We celebrate the fourth year of the 
monthly newsletter. Yea!!  We praise God as our ultimate resource, and thank 
Ruth Fox and Michelle Juran for their diligence and great effort that goes into pro-
ducing the newsletter each month. Truly, it is a labor of love. 

We just honored all our fathers – past, present, and future – with a wonderful Fa-
ther’s Day worship service, and a tasty luncheon. Many homecooked dishes and 
treats filled the tables. A hearty thanks to the Mary and Martha women’s fellow-
ship group who planned and organized the Father’s Day event. We appreciate 
and lift up in prayer all the fathers and men at FBC. We also enjoyed celebrating 
our children on Children’s Day on June 12th!  William and Zach Zoll were a partic-
ular blessing with their music and reading. 

Please be ready to jump in with both hands and feet this month as July will be a 
month overflowing with evangelistic outreach. The church will have the opportuni-
ty to interact with three separate evangelistic teams this month. Rockpointe High 
School, Rockpointe Middle School, and the Rockpointe Church College group will 
be working with our church this month to help share the Good News. Many things 
will be needed and the leaders are asking that you would be “open” as we solicit 
your help. Stay tuned as more information will be forthcoming for this exciting initi-
ative.  Cover it with prayer. 

Please continue to pray for our sick, those experiencing difficulties, and for those 
alone. Pray for this nation and its leaders. Also, please pray for us as a Deacon 
Board as we meet together this month on July 9th for a special mini-retreat to 
pray about and focus on our church and the Sunday morning worship experience. 

Have a safe, fun, and happy Fourth of July! 

                                                                — Deacon Barbara Russell 

Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator 

I am grateful for the welcome that I have received from you all, and I look forward 
to working with you to build the Kingdom of God in Oakland and on the Pitt and 
CMU campuses. I will continue to be in and out of the Sunday services because 
of training and support raising; however, I plan to consistently attend services 
starting in the middle of August before the students arrive.  

As the summer progresses and I meet with my CCO supervisor and the leaders 
here at the church, we will be planning events that provide opportunities for you to 
meet students, build relationships with them, and share the Gospel with them. So 
far, the main idea is to host many events during the first two weeks of student ar-
rival and orientation (August 20-September 4). I would ask that you keep those 
two weeks as open as possible if you wish to participate in the activities we will 
plan. 

Things pray for:  

• Pray that the students would be excited to start a new chapter in their lives 
and open to hearing the Gospel. 

• Pray about leading a Bible study  
• Pray about hosting students at your house for a homecooked meal. 
• Pray that we will be a light and a good example of Jesus to the students 
                                                                                                     —Stephen Blum 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Angeline Wong, President 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Tex Severance 

• Casey Gnage 

• Sean King 

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees 

As a new church year began, the Board of Trustees elected its officers: 
Angeline Wong-Scott as President, Casey Gnage as Vice President, and 
Vincent Johnson as Secretary. The board approved the president’s appoint-
ment of Casey Gnage as Controller.  The board also appointed Van Beck 
Hall as Business Manager. 

Although the heating season is behind us, the board continues to evaluate 
the heating system and its maintenance. While it’s warmer, attention is on 
several outdoor projects: upkeep and preservation of elements on the exteri-
or of the main church building, replacing broken and uneven concrete in the 
driveway and on the plaza at the front of the church, and addressing erosion 
at the west end of the church. Progress is also being made towards the goal 
of adding a handrail to the stairs at the church entrance at the driveway. 

FBC continues to use its facilities to further activities that serve the commu-
nity around us. Groups of students from Rockpointe Church in Michigan will 
be staying at FBC over several weeks in July, led by Pastor John Free (a 
pastor of the former H2O Pittsburgh church). These middle school, high 
school, and college students will participate in outreach activities alongside 
Pastor Fox and the Fireflies, our own Young Adults group. Stephen Blum, 
our Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator, is onboarding and expects to be 
ramped up by August. And there are organizations who would like to partner 
with FBC and plan to hold regular sessions at the church that will provide 
resources to the community. 

Please pray for the Board of Trustees and the work that we do to support 
worship and missions within and beyond our walls through stewardship of 
our facilities and of our finances. 

                                                                                   — Angeline Wong-Scott 

Music Notes 

During the coming months, the FBC music ministry team plans to fea-
ture a variety of skilled vocalists from within the congregation: Dewi 
Wong, Sarah Moyer, Dr. Shirley Smith, and Shirley Stanzione. We will 
continue to feature our core vocalists Petroula Zoll and Ruth Fox (also 
bongos) throughout the coming months, and we thank them for their 
steadfast commitment and talents. The music ministry also looks for-
ward to hosting organist Michael Polllock on July 3. We thank him for his 
musical talent and consistent reliability. 
 
FBC will continue providing a balance of contemporary, traditional, and jazz 
gospel music selections. We thank our guest musicians for providing high 
quality performances of jazz gospel, contemporary, and traditional music 
pieces. These include Ryan Salisbury (guitar), Zack Mester (percussion), 
Elyse Louise (tenor saxophone), Dr. Aaron Johnson (trombone), and Jeff 
Grubbs (acoustic bass).  We are also grateful for those within our church 
family who share their musical talents on instruments:  Andre Cadide (guitar 
and vocal), Emmanuel Leon (bass guitar) and Steve Harris (bongos). Final-
ly, FBC would like to thank our youngest musicians Zachary Zoll and William 
Zoll for their fantastic performances on Children’s Day last month on piano 
and percussion respectively. We pray that God will continue to use their mu-
sical talents for the sharing of the  gospel of Christ. 
                                                                                  — Billy D. Scott 



Christian Education 

We continue to hold our Sunday School Bible studies on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.  If you are not participating in this 

time of studying God’s Word, you are missing out.  Deacon Barbara is currently leading a study on “Women of the Bible.”  

Tex Severance and Van Beck Hall continue their walk through various books of the Bible.  Steve Hernandez has been 

leading a class on Genesis.  Isaiah and Cesar are bringing the Bible to life for our youngsters.   

In an effort to bless our children, we made them the focus of Children’s Day on June 12th.  It was lovely to see Anelia and 

Kira participate in decorating the altar with flowers (thanks, Dewi!) and help take the offering.  Zach and William Zoll were 

involved in the opening prayer and Call to Worship, as well as providing music for our prelude, offering, and special mu-

sic.  We also had a child-friendly theme for the children after the service during our “coffee hour,” including a pinata and 

fun snacks!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission and Outreach 
 

Thank you for your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing  offering last month.  These gifts will go to help people around 

the world who are suffering under very difficult circumstances. In addition to your gifts, FBC is able to match them  with an 

additional $500 from our missions budget.  The Deacon Board also approved $1000 from our last budget (using undesig-

nated funds) to participate in the OGHS focus on helping those in Ukraine at this time. 

We have had some lovely thank-you notes from some of the missionaries we support, following the disbursement of their 

support  funds to them through International Ministries.  These are designated gifts that are given as part of our tithe on 

our yearly draw from our endowment.  We praise God for the ability to support so many! 

Another local ministry with whom we partner is Pittsburgh Regional International Student Ministry (PRISM).  We recently 

received a note from Rev. Scott Boyd, Director of PRISM:  “Dear FBC Members, We consider it a great joy and privilege 

to partner with you in making Christ known among the nations.  We LOVE working alongside you and are so thankful for 

your direct involvement, prayers and support.  Thank you!”   

Each year, PRISM has an event at the beginning of the school year to bless the international student community as they 

come to  begin their university experience at Pitt and CMU.  It’s called the Garage Giveaway.  We have helped with this 

for the past several years when it was possible for them to hold this event.  Will you help this year? 

Saturday, August 20, 2022 will be PRISM's Annual Garage Giveaway.  
We are collecting gently used donations of small furniture, kitchen wares, small appliances, and other 
household items the week of August 16-18, and distributing them to new international students 
on Saturday, August 20.  

We need both Donations and Volunteers to make this event a success! Will you help out? Visit our 
website: www.pghcommission.org/garage-giveway for a list of items we are looking for and for Volunteer 
Sign Ups. Setup volunteers needed August 16-18 and many Extra Hands are needed on Garage Givea-
way Day, Saturday, August 20.   

Contact Bernadette with any questions: bernadette@prismpgh.org . 

Throughout the month of July, we will be hosting three teams from Rockpoint Church in Michigan at our church.  They are 
coming with Rev. John Free, former pastor for H2O Church that met at FBC, to help do outreach in our community and 
throughout Pittsburgh.  The first group will be high schoolers (July 11-14), followed by middle schoolers (July 16-19), and 
then, finally, college students from July 21-25.  They will be staying in the basement during their time with us.  Please 
pray for this outreach...that people’s lives would be touched, and that the students will also be impacted through this ex-
perience.  If you can offer any time or support to Pastor Chuck as he works with these teams, please contact him directly.  

                                                                                                                             — Ruth Fox 

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc39462b8-49f8-446c-9153-c3edf7d8893c/8cb335ff-5833-4519-8e1d-cc2d90d1f689
https://default.salsalabs.org/Ta3b98dde-2145-4b6e-9a73-7dcfccf26a50/8cb335ff-5833-4519-8e1d-cc2d90d1f689


Wednesday Night Bible Study:  

                        The End of the World as We Know It 

“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus.  “Not one stone here will be left on another; every 

one will be thrown down.”  -Mark 13:2 (NIV 1984) 

On Wednesday evenings, we are studying the Gospel of Mark and have just completed Jesus’ parables 

and teachings. In Mark 13 we now look towards the future as we study Jesus’ prophecy about the end 

times.  Dr. Billy D. Scott, our Director of Music Ministry, started this topic on June 22 with a short study on 

Revelation.  I encourage all who could not attend to ask for a copy of the presentation from Billy D.  As I 

read through the passages of Mark 13, I keep wondering if what we are seeing in today’s world is some of 

those birth pains that Jesus talked about in Mark 13:8 (Nations rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom, earthquakes and famines).  The recent events with Russian and Ukraine, China and Taiwan and 

other international incidents, as well as our own nation’s restlessness with each other and gun violence, 

give me pause and as a result I seek God and ask why?     

As we enter into July, the “why” of Jesus’ time will be answered in the events of the Lord’s Supper, Good 

Friday and Easter.  Come join us on Wednesdays as we look to God’s answer to this fallen world.  We 

meet at 7 pm for studying God’s Word. Prior to the study, we have a time of fellowship over a light meal at 

6:30pm.   

 

Welcome to the FBC Family! 

We were so pleased to welcome Emmanuel Leon 

into membership at the First Baptist Church of 

Pittsburgh on Sunday, June 5, coming to us 

through baptism at his church in Puerto Rico.  

Emmanuel has been attending our church since 

the day he encountered Pastor Chuck and Jo-

seph Gnehm handing out water on the Pitt cam-

pus a year ago.  He is studying for his PhD in im-

munology. Please keep him in your prayers as he 

continues his very difficult studies for the next 

several years.  We are grateful that he wants to share his musical 

talents with us through playing the bass guitar for our worship services. 

 

Celebrating Father’s Day! 

On Sunday, June 19, we had a wonderful time of celebrating the men of our church as the Marys and 

Marthas prepared an amazing lunch for them following our worship service.  We always enjoy these times 

of fellowship together.  Our next time to have a special time after the church service will be on July 24th, 

when we will have an outdoor church picnic!  Please invite your friends! 



 

 

Men’s Fellowship :Breakfast Planned 

On Fear and Ridicule    

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways                               
submit to Him, and he will make your paths straight” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)                                                                                              

In June, the Men’s Fellowship was mostly on vacation as several of us traveled at the beginning of June 
and another group of us was on vacation at the end of June, but we had a fun-filled night of fellowship at a 
Pittsburgh Pirates baseball game on Thursday, June 30 (see pictures below). 

In July, we will have another Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, July 30th at 9am. The background scripture text 
will be Mark 5:21-43, looking at fear and ridicule. It is a great time of fellowship, and Bible study with a time 
of sharing over pancakes, eggs, and bacon.     

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB): “Iron sharpens iron, so one man 
sharpens another.” The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship and encouragement in pur-
suing the purposes of Christ . . . to become men after God’s own heart. 

 

 

 

 
 
Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship) 
 

The Marys & Marthas Annual Spring Tea was attended by many.  As 

we gathered together we praised God, learned His words, and lifted 

each other up in prayers, as well as shared our testimonies. Margot 

Quirin announced that she is stepping aside to focus on her family’s 

need. Dewi Wong has stepped forward to fill the gap. According the 

the FBC bylaws, Margot can still continue to be the chairperson, with 

Dewi as the new leader. The M&M outreach includes writing monthly 

cards to the members of the congregation who are sick or no longer can attend the 

Sunday worship service. Suk Hernandez has faithfully handcrafted each of the beauti-

ful cards. We collect funds to buy much needed items for a local Women Shelter, led 

by Shirley Stanzione. Roxanne Dillie decorated the large gift box and embellished the 

jar to collect funds for the Shelter. In addition to these, we are collecting used stamps 

and free-will offerings for mission work. Our next meeting will be on July 16, 10:00 AM, 

at the home of Vivian Nguyen. All women are welcome.  



  

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 

. 
The Fireflies are in the midst of our Bible study series: Show and Then Tell, based on a book of a 
similar name by Kent and Davidene Humphreys. Our goals are to fan the flame of our faith (2 
Timothy 1:6-8) and naturally proclaim Christ (Colossians 1:28-29). Through the stories of Saul 
and Moses, we are learning that God doesn’t call the qualified, but qualifies the called, and that 
while our achievements are good, our identity, confidence and power must be found in Him. Our 
relationship with God is of primary importance, and our relationships with others result from our 
relationship with God. We are reframing how we see our church, workplace, school and neighbor-
hood: Church is a place of preparation, while our workplace, school, and neighborhood are plac-
es of divine appointment to have daily encounters to present the Gospel. As chosen, beloved 
disciples of Christ, we are working on being more aware, visible, relational, approachable, and 
flexible by eating dinner and playing games on campus.  
 
We ask you to pray along with us: How can God use us where we are, with what we have, 
right now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young at Heart 
We will continue our Young at Heart gatherings for those 50+ on the first Wednesdays of each month begin-

ning in September.  The program follows a delicious lunch that begins at 11:30 a.m. Betty Batie is bringing a 

speaker to talk about the topic of genealogy for our September 7th meeting.  Are you curious to know more 

about your own heritage? Stay tuned! 
 

 

July Birthdays—Congratulations!    

July 2  Roxanne Dillie        
July 17 Cesar Hernandez  
July 17 Curt Kovach 
    



 
 
 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

July Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar                        

•   3    July    (Sun)         Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                              Worship—11:00 am  
•   5    July    (Tue)         Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
           FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
•   6    July    (Wed)                     Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)  
•   9    July    (Sat)         Special Deacon’s Meeting—10:00 a.m.—2 p.m. 
• 10    July   (Sun)                       Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                              Sunday Worship—11:00 am , Deacon’s Meeting—12:30 pm 
• 12    July    (Tue)                      Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                                                              FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom), Trustee meeting—7:30 p.m. 
• 13    July   (Wed)         Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 16    July   (Sat)                        Marys & Marthas—10:00 am 
• 17    July   (Sun)         Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                              Worship—11:00 am, 12:30 pm  
• 19   July    (Tue)          Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
           FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)   
• 20    July   (Wed)          Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 24  July    (Sun)         Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                   Worship—11:00 am   
                                                              Church picnic—12:30 p.m. 
• 26   July   (Tue)          Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
           FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 27   July   (Wed)          Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 30  July (Sat)                            Men’s Fellowship Breakfast—9 a.m. 
• 31   July   (Sun)          Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
•              Worship—11:00 am   
 
July11-14; July 16-19; July 21-25—The teams from Rockpointe Church in Michigan will be staying at the church and do-

ing outreach on our behalf with Pastor Chuck Fox and anyone who is able to participate.  Please contact Pastor at  
717-480-1513 if you can help!  

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

