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RESERVE  THE 

DATE! 

FBC Spring Retreat 

Saturday, .February 

29 

10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Lunch and child care 

is provided. 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

FBC  CONNECTIONS 
January 2020 

Here’s to a kinder, gentler, less violent year filled with the hope of Advent and 

the promise of New Life in Jesus!  

What do I want to see in 2020?  As I am writing this, I just heard of a shooting 

in Texas and then that someone else broke into a Rabbi’s home in New York 

and attacked people there violently. We live in a time of instant communica-

tion where we can hear about things occurring all around the globe, much of it 

negative. It shouldn’t be that way. I hoped things would get better, but they 

remain the same. At the First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh, we want to be a 

shining light through the sharing of the message of the Gospel and through 

our love for one another. As new visitors come into our midst, the message 

should be one of hope: 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled 

and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” I Peter 1: 3,4 

This is a hope-filled verse. There are many other passages like this in the Bi-

ble which all ring true. What else gives me hope?  I love hearing the laughter 

and joking of young people as I visit with my grown children, representative of 

the next generation.  I am hopeful as I hear them discussing their concerns for 

our world and their desire for justice, peace, and dignity for all.  

The reading for Epiphany Sunday which is about the coming of the Wisemen 

to present their gifts to the Christ child in Bethlehem gives details of how God 

works to bring His purposes to fruition.  In Matthew 2 we read he record of the 

magi coming to seek the one who is born King of the Jews, because they 

have seen His star in the east and they want to worship Him. Then comes the 

battle between King Herod, who wants to destroy the child, and God, the Cre-

ator of the universe, who used dreams and a willing Joseph to protect Jesus 

from harm. King Herod loses the battle and the life of Jesus is preserved, but 

not without significant intervention on God’s part.   God uses a star and 

dreams to help achieve His ultimate purposes. Mary and Joseph had to flee to 

Egypt as refugees to protect Jesus from Herod’s decree to kill all the male ba-

bies in Bethlehem in his attempt to kill Jesus.   

King Herod, who personifies evil, does not win the day. Ultimately, Jesus tri-

umphs! The journey of his life, death and resurrection brings us our hope. We 

know that he has not abandoned humanity, that He is with us, as we strive for-

ward to find hope and life in the new year. 

     Peace and Grace, 

     Pastor Chuck 
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FBC  PHONE 

PRAYER MEETING 

7:30—8:00 pm 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday— Jan. 7th  

Prayer Line 

712-770-8018 

Code: 944008 

You’re on the line! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer re-
quests to Deacon 

 Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
is A  CHURCH          
CONNECTED TO GOD 

 

 

Deacon News 

“Nothing paralyzes our lives like the attitude that things can never change. We need to 

remind ourselves that God can change things. Outlook determines outcome. If we see 

only the problems, we will be defeated; but if we see the possibilities in the problems, we 

can have victory.” 

- Warren Wiersbe, Pastor, Bible Teacher, Christian Writer: May 16, 1929 - May 02, 2019  

Happy New Year!  Welcome to a year of limitless, new possibilities.  

God has carried us safely into a new year.  By the grace of God, we are 

given another opportunity to praise His Name, and to labor for His King-

dom. Let’s make the most of it. Let’s strive for the high calling in Christ 

Jesus. 

I like the above quote by the late Pastor Warren Wiersbe. It encap-

sulates in a few sentences the mindset that is needed for change. I must 

simply be open to change. The season for that which worked in the past 

may well be over. Some of us may say, “if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it.” Alt-

hough a thing or process may not be broken, it may not be functioning as 

smoothly or efficiently as it had in the past. It’s like an old pair of comforta-

ble shoes that feel soothing to my feet, but are totally useless for outdoor 

wear because of the worn soles. Now, I love and cling to those old faithful 

shoes, but in reality, I need a new fully functioning pair. Yup, it’s time for 

an upgrade. It’s time for a change. 

 This is a new year, a new season, and I may require a new atti-

tude that is open to embracing something different. Lord, free me from the 

paralysis of the fear of change and the fear of trying something new for 

you. Help me change my outlook so that the outcomes may be more 

Christ-centered. Father, give me the courage to get out of the boat, and 

attempt to walk on the water. 

Next, Lord, help me to have a “can do” attitude. So many times, I 

have looked at problems and have become overwhelmed or even para-

lyzed by the thought of the difficulty of the problem. I have felt defeated 

from the start.  This is where we need to remind ourselves, “but God 

can...” When we look through the lens of His Word, earnestly petition Him 

in prayer, and respond to the power of the Holy Spirit working in our lives, 

we will feel empowered, not defeated. God can and does change prob-

lems to possibilities. 

Let us all welcome our Interim Music Director, Billy D. Scott.  

Please pray for him and the vision that God has given him for this church. 

May God bless each of you this year, and grow each of you in the love of 

Christ and in a ministry. 

                                                                    Barbara Russell, Chair 

 



  

Trustee Board Report 
Recently, we were able to have a new roof completed on the South 

Trancept Stairwell, and were able to avail ourselves of the $10,000 

grant we received from the Pittsburgh History and Landmark Foun-

dation. This grant needed to be used by the end of 2019 if we want 

to apply for another one.  The Trustees are working on replacing 

the radiator in classroom #2 in the library since the old one had 

cracked, causing the floor damage that has since been repaired.  

During the Christmas season, there were several occasions when 

the boiler quit working, making it rather cold when we gathered for 

worship on Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve.  The company 

we use is looking into the situation.  We believe it may be as simple 

as a sensor problem.  We apologize for any discomfort this may 

have caused anyone. 

 

As you know, we have begun the work on security training at our 

church.  There will be follow-up visits by Homeland Security person-

nel, followed by a training for the entire church as part of the next bi

-annual FBC retreat, scheduled for February 29th.  Please plan to 

come, if possible. 

 

The budget for the coming fiscal year which begins in May will be 

submitted for approval in April, but the work to put it together will 

begin soon.  Please contact Casey Gnage if you have comments or 

suggestions for the Trustees to consider regarding the budget for 

the coming year.  Thank you. 

 

Christian Education News 

As we enter the new year of 2020, have you made any new year’s 

resolutions?  How about spending time learning more about God’s 

Word?  Where are you on your spiritual journey to “act justly, love 

mercy and walk humbly with your God?”  Please consider joining 

one of the Bible Study classes that meet at 10:00 a.m. every Sun-

day morning.  There are yearlong classes taught by Dr. Van Beck 

Hall and Deacon Steve Hernandez.  Deacon Barbara Russell usual-

ly has a class, as well, but their class will be joining Mrs. Ruth Fox’s 

class on “Winning the Worry Battle” using a Bible study by Barbara 

Roose.  This will begin on January 12th and run for 6-8 weeks.  

There is also a class for K-1 taught by Mrs. Gidget Severance for 

our youngsters..  Please speak to Superintendent Ruth Fox if you 

have any questions about joining any of these classes. 

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 

 Casey  Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Vincent Johnson 
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 Chad Zoll                                         

 Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
Sunday, January 26 

Bring your favorite kind of soup to 
share for our time of fellowship 

after the worship service!  Bread is 
also welcome! 



  

 

Mission and Outreach 

Thanks to your contributions, Pastor Chuck was 

able to take a sizeable amount of clothing to 

bless others at the clothing swap on December 

14 at the Corner, a community center in West 

Oakland.  He said that many were blessed. 

Also, at Christmas time, on December 17, Mar-

got Quirin organized the group that went Christ-

mas caroling to the School for the Blind. Pizza 

and hot chocolate was enjoyed afterwards and a 

good time was had by all.  Thanks, Margot! 

MISSION SUMMIT at FBC—Saturday, March 28!  Silent Auction, bake sale, music, testi-

monies, sharing, international fare!  Mark your calendar now! 

The dates for the 2020 Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic have been set for May 5-12.  

Is God calling you to participate?  We will be inviting people from  other ABCOPAD churches 

to take part, but want to give FBC members and friends the first chance to sign up.  Please 

speak to Ruth Fox this month if you think you might be interested. 

Music Notes 

We welcome Billy D. Scott as our Interim Music Director with the departure of Richard 

Teaster, our Director of Music for the past 15 years.  Billy D. has a Ph.D. in jazz piano from 

the University of Pittsburgh and is currently teaching as part-time faculty there.  We are de-

lighted that he is able and willing to meet our immediate need and we look forward to support-

ing him in this new experience!  Billy D. is interested in having a choir made up of people from 

within the church.  He is hoping that the choir can sing an arrangement he has made of 

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” by the end of January.  If you are able to participate in this group, 

at least on a first-time basis, please let Billy D. know (WDS15@pitt.edu).   

 

On Sunday, December 22, we had a farewell for Richard Teaster after church.  The church 

gifted him a “gift card wreath” and Petroula wrote and sang him a song.  Richard has ex-

pressed his appreciation for this recognition of his time with us and thanked us for our gifts. 



Men’s Fellowship- Jesus Among Secular Gods 
Happy New Year!.  Men are you into making New Year’s Resolutions?  Is one of your New 
Year’s Resolutions improving your ability to answer questions about your faith in Christ?   Then 
Friday nights with FBC Men’s Fellowship is the place to be as we look at the video study, 
“Jesus Among Secular Gods.” 

Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale explore the topics of atheism, relativism, hedonism, and hu-
manism in this six session video Bible Study Series   The videos are 25 minutes long followed 
by discussion among us about these and other topics.  For those not familiar with Ravi Zachari-
as, he is an apologist (person who proves the truths of Christianity through extra Biblical 
sources and arguments) and has a radio program on WORD FM at 8am on Sunday Mornings 
called, “Let My People Think.”  And that is what Ravi likes to do, try to make people think while 
arguing to defend the gospel of Jesus Christ in a world that does not accept Jesus’ message.  
He will argue and promote the worldview presented in the Bible, but also teaches how to re-
spectfully disagree and relate to others in love.  

It is only 6 sessions and we will be doing other activities throughout the year.  I invite any man 
to come and encourage our walk of faith with Christ.  Our study will begin January 24 at 7pm.  
We will also share in a light meal and fellowship time prior to digging in to the study.  

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    
The Marys and the Marthas held our Christmas gathering on Dec. 21st.  We had a nice turn-out 
and lots of fun.  We got so involved with our stories of Christmases past, that we almost didn't 
have time for our gift exchange!  Lots of sharing and laughter.  Always such a treat to spend 
time with this group!  The next meeting will be on January 18th at the church.  Ruth will be 
sharing in the program, and she and Roxanne Dillie will provide the refreshments.  Plan to join 
us -- you don't have to be a member to come, just have to be female and love the Lord! 
 

 

FBC Women’s Sewing Group     

The Sewing Group took a break in December.  Schedules get stretched a bit thin over the holi-

days!  But we'll be back in full force on January 25th, at 10:00 am in the library.  We're working 

on clothing for the children in the Dominican Republic.  The group from our church who are go-

ing there in May will take the items to the children.  The more hands helping, the more items we 

can finish!  Please plan to join us -- no sewing skills necessary!  Everyone can help. 

 



Wednesday Night Bible Study Resume January 8 at 7pm 

Last summer, as we decided to study the gospels of Mark and John, it was interesting to offer  two 

gospel studies at the same time.  However, if you know your Bible background, the Gospel of John 

is much different from  the Synoptic Gospels of Mark, Matthew, and Luke.  So in the end, it made 

sense to study these two gospels at the same time, as the study of Jesus’ life was from two very dif-

ferent perspectives.  John was probably the last of the gospels written while the Gospel of Mark was 

probably the first gospel written down.   

Unfortunately, the Mark study has been sporadic because of low attendance, especially from young-

er adults.  So for the New Year… I would encourage and challenge all young adults to come out to 

the study and be encouraged to see how Jesus treated people seeking him and how Jesus loved his 

disciples and humankind in general.   

For those who chose the study of the Gospel of John, we will be picking up after Jesus’ big argu-

ment with the Pharisees and His claim as Son of God and calling God the Father His father.   We will 

begin in Chapter 6 with the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand.  What is interesting about this 

passage is that all four gospels record this miracle!  The question is why did John include it?  Come 

and find out why on Wednesday evenings.  

 

Both studies are on Wednesdays at 7pm with a light meal and fellowship prior to the study at 

6:15pm.  Come and be encouraged to follow Christ.  

 

Congratulations! 

Joseph Gnehm, a member of our congregation, recently graduated from Carnegie 
Mellon University with his Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science, with an emphasis on 
robotics.  We have thoroughly enjoyed Joseph as he has participated with our fellowship 
in any number of ways.  He could always be counted on to help clean up, clear up, set 
up, and lock up the church!  Congratulations, Joseph, on this achievement!  Our prayers 
are with you as you move into the future and we are trusting God for his guidance and 
direction for your life. 

Transitions 

On  Tuesday, December 10, Dr. Ogle Duff, longtime member and friend of FBC went to 
be with her Lord at the age of 86.  She was a highly acclaimed professor at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh’s School of Education.  She had been living in Georgia near her niece 
for the past several years.  Our condolences to her family.  There is a 
memorial service being planned for her at our church on January 25.  
More details to follow. 

On Saturday, December 14, we lost another FBC friend when Steve Sortino (79)
died suddenly following several visits to the hospital in recent months.  Steve worked 
as an engineer for most of his life, having graduated from the University of Pitts-
burgh in engineering.  He also served in the US Army as a Vietnam Veteran.  We 
will miss his insightful questions as he strove to learn about and understand the 
world around him.  He leaves behind his beloved wife, Roxanne Dillie.  Please con-
tinue to uphold her in your thoughts and prayers during these difficult days. 



 

 

Christmas Memories 
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January FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

   1       Jan     (Wed)      New Year’s Day 
   5      Jan     (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.  
   7    Jan     (Tue)        FBC Phone Prayer Meeting—7:00pm 
   8      Jan     (Wed)      Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
  12    Jan     (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m. ;  Deacons  Meeting –12:30pm 
 14     Jan     (Tue)        Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
 15     Jan    (Wed) Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 18     Jan     (Sat)         Marys & Marthas — 10:00 am 
 19     Jan     (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.   Council Meeting –12:30 pm 
 20    Jan    (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 24    Jan    (Fri)            Men’s Fellowship—7:00pm 
 25    Jan    (Sat)           Women’s Sewing Group 
 25    Jan    (Sat)           Ogle Duff Memorial 
 26    Jan    (Sun)         SS—10:00 am; Worship—11:00 am , Souper Bowl—12:00 pm 
 29    Jan   (Wed)         Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
   

   

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

