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Word from the Pastor 
 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away, 
and behold, the new has come.” 

     II Corinthians 5:17 
 

“Ring out the old and ring in the new!” 

The new year is all about reflecting on how one might begin again, start over, 

wipe the state clean through forgiveness, or obtain from God some sense that 

allows us to move forward into the new year with confidence because we know 

Him.   

Any New Year’s resolution that says to God, “Forgive me for the sins of my past, 

and help me become a new person in Christ this year,” is a good one.  Any New 

Year’s resolution that senses a prompting from God to love the unlovely or a ne-

glected neighbor is a good one and is from the teachings of Jesus.  

During the month of December, in noting his death, I was prompted to take no-

tice of the life of Desmond Tutu, the Anglican Archbishop in South Africa.  He 

worked for decades on the issues of justice, renewal, and forgiveness in South 

Africa.  I noticed from viewing videos about him that his life work was a mission 

of love.  He worked in many contexts where the majority of people were people 

of color but the leadership was white.  He used the power of love and reconcilia-

tion to move his country forward.  The struggle of apartheid in South Africa even-

tually led, through time, to more societal equality and justice.  This is a story of 

renewal and hope for all people on the earth, a reminder that change IS possi-

ble. 

I pray for our church that in the new year that we will grow in our hope that re-

newal can come from God and bring new life to our congregation. 

Blessings, 

            Pastor Chuck Fox 

 

 

 

 

 

    FBC  CONNECTIONS 
    January 2022 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  
Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Mary Ellen Johnson 

• Sean King 

• Shirley Stanzione 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
January 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 
p.m. 

 
You will receive an 

invitation each 
week to meet on 

Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Dea-
con Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.
net 

Board of Deacons 

Happy New Year, Church Family!  

We have much to thank God for as we reflect on the past year and look for-
ward to the new year. We recently remembered the lives of those connected 
to our church who passed from this life in 2021, and this year, we remember 
the life of Rev. Dr. Carl E. Davis, our former interim pastor (2016-2017), who 
went to be with the Lord on January 2, 2022. 

We remember Dr. Davis’ words to “stay encouraged,” as we begin this new 
year. With COVID cases on the rise, we pray that the anxiety of the last two 
years does not overtake us. 2 Corinthians 4:18 teaches us to fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal. Hebrews 12:2 encourages us to fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  

Pastor Matt Koeber from City Reformed Church re-
minded us on Christmas Eve, as we shared in worship 
together with their congregation,  that there IS light in 
the darkness. The first Christmas occurred against the 
backdrop of hardship and difficulty, but we have the 
good news of great joy. God’s light shines stronger 
than any afflictions we may feel or face.  God walks 
behind us, beside us, and before us! 

We focused on Advent and Christmas in our 
worship experiences throughout the month of 
December.  In addition to the joint Christmas 
Eve service with City Reformed Church, we 
were also able to hold our annual Christmas tea 
on the 19th and greatly enjoyed the food and 
fellowship. We thank Deacon Steve Hernandez 
for stepping in to preach on December 26th 
when our pastor was unwell.   

Pastor Chuck Fox, and we, your Deacon Board are here for you if you have 
any spiritual or other needs.  May God bless and guide us as we journey 
together into the new year!           
                                                                          —  Deacon Petroula Zoll 

“Christmas Tea” 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Van Beck Hall, President 

• Tex Severance 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Angeline Wong 

• Chad Zoll                                         

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 28, 1955-January 2, 2022 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

Happy New Year from the Board of Trustees! The December 14th meeting 
was a recap of the past year and it was assessed that our current financial 
situation appears stable.  Some discussion did center on the attendance 
trends of Sunday Services while we are still in pandemic mode with the con-
tinued challenge of increasing COVID 19 Omicron Variant cases in our sur-
rounding community.  God has blessed us in that our finances have re-
mained stable throughout the pandemic and we have not had unexpected 
building repairs.  The only unexpected problem has come with our grounds 
crew as Schenley Place is using a new contractor for their snow removal.  As 
a result, our current grounds contractor (snow removal and bush trimming) 
who used to take care of Schenley Place has also decided not to renew with 
us.  So we are currently looking for a new snow removal contractor in partic-
ular as the contractor for Schenley Place did not want to contract with us for 
snow removal.     
 
Some discussion around the new Campus Outreach Ministry Coordinator po-
sition and the need for financial resources for the long term took place.  It 
was also noted that three of the Trustees have reached their term limit this 
year and will be off the Board for at least one year.  The Nominating Commit-
tee will be looking for new people to serve on the Trustee board.  If anyone is 
interested in building maintenance, budgets, and church finances, please 
contact Van Beck Hall.   
 
We continue to step out in faith that God will provide for His mission here in 
Oakland.  Continue to pray for God's guidance in the decisions we make as a 
Board and as a congregation.   
 
                                                                  —Chad Zoll 
 

In Memoriam 
  
Born February 28,1955, Rev. Dr. Carl E. Davis, beloved husband and co-
laborer of Mrs. Ivera Davis, and our interim pastor from 2016-2017, passed 
from this life into his Father’s everlasting arms on January 2, 2022. While Dr. 
Davis hailed from Princeton Theological Seminary (the “other” Princeton) , he 
credited the nurturing of his faith to his great grandmother Anna Mae, his 
grandmother Alice, and his mother Ruth.  Dr. Davis’ words to all of us to 
“stay encouraged” came at a time where encouragement was needed, and 
many times he would break into song in conversation and during his ser-
mons. Some of his favorite hymns were “We’ve Come This Far by Faith” and 
“The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power.” Dr. Davis’ life and ministry rested on 
the saving blood of His Lord Jesus Christ. He encouraged others to come to 
faith through baptism and Christian fellowship. It is because of Dr. Davis that 
we would join hands in a circle during our fellowship hymn, and then he’d 
have us end with: “I love you and there’s nothing you can do about it.” Dr. 
Davis encouraged a presence of family and Christian love in our congrega-
tion, and we are blessed to have known him. We give praise that Dr. Davis is 
now rejoicing with all the saints. As he would often say, “An amen goes right 
there.” 



Mission and Outreach 
 
2022 is upon us!  FBC has done an amazing job of continuing to be supportive of many mission projects and efforts 

throughout the past year.  Thank you for continuing to give generously in spite of the economic and other kinds of 

difficulties that have been present through this time of COVID19.  In December, we completed two projects.   

Donations for the Light of Life Rescue Mission for meals for those less fortunate from our community came to 

$2222.40!  This is an incredible gift to them, allowing for over 850 individual meals or almost 50 family packages at 

$45 each.   

Our 4th special offering of the year, the Retired Missionary and Ministers Offering (RMMO) was received during 

December and your gifts came to a total of $1056 which, with the match up to $500 from the church budget, comes 

to $1556!  Thank you! 

SPECIAL MISSIONS GIVING OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

 

 

Luke Beaver is one of the missionaries we are currently supporting as he and his wife do ministry in the 

Philippines. His wife Avon’s parents live in this area and he is trying to help raise funds to help with aid 

efforts after the devastating impact of Typhoon Rai on the country.  We can vouch for Luke as he formerly 

attended our church for a year and a half and is now taking courses to prepare for his ongoing ministry in 

the Philippines.  Please consider supporting Luke and his wife in this project by either contributing directly 

through the GoFundMe project or by donating to FBC with a notation that it is for Typhoon Relief Efforts.  

Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

 

Congratulations! 

Dr. Billy D. Scott and Angeline Wong-Scott are pleased to announce the birth of 
their child, a daughter. Baby Esther K. Scott was born on December 22, 2021, 
and enjoyed her first Christmas at home, surrounded by her loving and excited 
parents and grandparents. Her favorite song is her daddy’s jazz arrangement of 
“We Three Kings.” 
 
First Baptist Church is excited to welcome this third generation baby!  Her 
grandparents, Dewi and Karl Wong, were married at FBC over 40 years ago, 
and her parents, Billy D. Scott and Angeline Wong-Scott, were married at FBC 
on October 3, 2020.  We look forward to being a part of Esther’s life as she 
grows up in the home of this very special family from within our church. 

 

Palawan Typhoon Relief, organized by Luke Beaver 

Hello, my name is Luke Beaver, my wife Avon 
and I are seeking support for Typhoon Rai Relief 
efforts on Palawan Island in the Philippines. 

www.gofundme.com 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/palawan-typhoon-relief?qid=24b58f0008e07a88c5a96f3a858a442f
http://www.gofundme.com/


Music Notes 

For the month of December, the FBC music team had the privilege to feature several new guest artists as 
well as regular and returning members. I would like to thank vocalist Dewi Wong for filling in for FBC mem-
bers who were unable to attend and for sharing her vocal talents during both special music and congrega-
tional hymns. FBC also would like to thank vocalist Joshua Kelsey for interrupting his winter break in Virgin-
ia to come to Pittsburgh and sing two energetic and inspiring gospel rock special music pieces. As always, 
Ruth Fox (also bongos) and Petroula Zoll provided quality duets at various points throughout the month. 
Our guest artists included the always reliable and talented Zack Mester (percussion) and Ryan Salisbury 
(guitar). We also had the privilege to feature Dwayne Dolphin (bass), Ethan Dunbar (alto sax), Dr. Aaron 
Johnson (trombone), Elyse Louise (tenor sax), and Tony Campbell (alto sax). Lastly, FBC would like to 
thank Mr. Michael Pollock for sharing his organ talents with FBC during the absence of the music director. 
 
During January, FBC will begin the month with two traditional services led by organist Michael Pollock and 
vocalists Ruth Fox, Petroula Zoll, Dewi Wong, and Luke W. Lockhart. In mid-January we will incorporate 
FBC’s very own Steve Harris (bongos) and Emmanuel Leon (bass guitar) on gospel pop selections. FBC 
also plans to begin featuring the FBC Women’s Choir, which will include Petroula Zoll (soprano), Dewi 
Wong (soprano), Dr. Shirley Smith (soprano), Ruth Fox (alto), Sarah Moyer (alto), and Nara Hernandez 
(alto). Finally, FBC will incorporate a variety of gospel jazz arrangements that feature Dwayne Dolphin 
(electric bass), Oskar Karst (trumpet), and Elyse Louise (tenor sax). 
                                                                                                             —Billy D. Scott 

Wednesday Night Bible Study: Jesus Reaching the Outsiders      

Then he (Jesus) left that place and went away into the territory of Tyre.  he found a house to stay in, and 

he would have liked to remain unrecognized, but this was impossible.   Almost at once, a woman whose 

young daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him, came in, and fell at his feet.  

 Mark 7:24-25 (ESV 1970)                                                        

    Have you ever been in a congregation or community setting where you stick out like a sore thumb?  The 
above biblical citation places Jesus in a territory that is not where Jewish people live in great numbers.  

Why would Jesus travel into gentile territory?    

The passage prefaces the setting that Jesus was trying to get away from being the center of attention he 
was drawing in Israel.  However, this woman with a daughter who had an unclean spirit, sought out Jesus.  
It is interesting to see Jesus interact with the woman, initially refusing her request for the healing of her 
daughter.  However, the woman pressed Jesus and reasoned with him that even though the Jewish people 
are the chosen people and may receive the blessing first, that gentiles do receive blessing from God, too.  
The faith of the woman had in Jesus and the persistence of her request, Jesus does heal her daughter 
from a distance.   

Perseverance is not an easy characteristic to develop in this life of disappointments, injuries and wars.  And 
yet, God seems to keep calling us to take the longer route to our destination.  How patient are you with 
God on these longer journeys.  Are you willing to persevere with God or have you had enough and want to 
turn your back on God?  It is often through these “scenic” routes that we grow stronger in our walk with 
God.   

Are you willing to walk with us at Wednesday Night Bible Studies?  The invitation is open to all who are will-
ing to know God through the Bible.  Come to the church on Wednesday evenings at 7pm for the Bible 
study and if you would like a little time of fellowship, we serve a light meat at 6:30pm . 

                                                                                              —Chad Zoll 



 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

Men’s Breakfast in the New Year - Saturday Jan 29 at 9am 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 
have come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB 1995)                

Happy New Year 2022!  How do you celebrate new things?  Maybe with a victory dance, or if it is a 
new car, open it up on a highway and see how fast you can go?  Do you set new goals to strive for in 
the coming year?  Do you reflect on what has happened in the past and learn from these events?  Old 
and new permeate our lives.  For example, new shoes, old shirts, new tech, old cars, young lives, and 
elders are all found in communities.  I always have to laugh when Petroula picks on me using the Ub-
untu operating system on old computers to keep it running and useful in the ever-changing tech land-
scape.  However, I enjoy using an old device to learn new things.              

For the first men’s fellowship meeting of the new year, we will go back to a format that we used about 
three times this past year… and that is a Saturday Men’s Breakfast.  It's a new year… why not invite a 
new friend to the group? Breakfast will be served at 9 am in the church basement.  Let us come togeth-
er and encourage one another to follow Christ in the year.                                                                                       

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron sharpens iron, so one 
man sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship and encourage-
ment in pursuing the purposes of Christ . . . to become men after God’s own heart. 

                                                                                                  —Chad Zoll 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)  

The Marys and the Marthas had a wonderful Christmas meeting in December.  There were carols and 
the Christmas story read, plus gifts exchanged.  We all wore our holiday sweaters -- and there was 
even a pair of antlers making an appearance.  Good thing we had such a nice time because, with this 
new wave of Covid, we will have to have our January meeting via Zoom.  As the date gets closer an 
email will go out.  If you think you might like to attend the next meeting (on Zoom) and aren't currently 
receiving the notifications via email, let Margot know (412-683-3350)(margarettasbaby@yahoo.com) 
and you will be included in the notification.  The date will be January15th, at 10 am.  All women are 
welcome!  

This year, we decided that we wanted to do something for others and with Shirley Stanzione’s leader-
ship, we were able to gift 30 women at the Women’s Center and  Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh with 
long-sleeved tees and bottles of lotion.  We also donated a box of children’s puzzles and art supplies 
for those with children.  We received a thank-you from the shelter and we hope to continue a relation-
ship with them.        

                                                                                           —Margot Quirin                                             

                                             

                                                           

                                                                                                              

 



  

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 
. 
As the Fireflies are still going through our Digging into the Parables Series, we took a pause to learn about 
Christmas. Some of our Fireflies went back home for the holidays and have come back. We thank God for 
providing safe travels this holiday season. The Fireflies who stayed around or were unable to go home had Christ-
mas Eve dinner together. This is one small way we are trying to grow to emulate the example of the Church by 
breaking bread in our homes, and eating together with glad and sincere hearts (as in Acts 2:46.) If you are able, 
we challenge you to give it a try and invite someone from FBC over for dinner sometime this new year!  
 
An Chong Suk sponsored a meal and taught us how to make our own Kimbap for dinner! As always, we start 
every Tuesday night by cooking together and breaking bread at 6:30 pm! If you would like to get involved or 
would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Petroula. 
 
We are still trying to brainstorm and build up the courage to attempt new outreach initiatives as the university stu-
dents come back from the break. If you would like to help, please let us know! Also, please pray that we will 
have wisdom and boldness rooted in God’s promise that the harvest is plentiful. (Matthew 9:37-38)  
 
If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to become engaged with our young adult group in some way, 
then please feel free to contact us at firefliesfbc@gmail.com.  

                            

 

 

 

 
 

Young at Heart 
  

On December 8, we thorough-

ly enjoyed the Irwin Male Cho-

rus who joined us for lunch 

and then regaled us with a 

variety of musical selections 

related to Christmas.  We appreciate their willingness to come and share with 

us.  Due to the uptick in COVID cases in our area, we will not be meeting in 

January, but hope that we will be able to gather on February 9!    

 
 

January  Birthdays—Congratulations! 
Jan 1     George Ktach                                             Jan 18    Anelia Osunbekov 
Jan 7     Gloria Batie     Jan 27   David Crosbie 
Jan 10   William Zoll      Jan 29   Shirley Smith 
Jan 11   Gidget Severance    Jan 30    Gussie Boss 
Jan  13   Betty Batie     Jan 31    Marilyn Cosetti 

mailto:firefliesfbc@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

January Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

(Student Study Center operates every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00—7:00 p.m. except where noted)
                              ** The Student Study Center will be reopen January 18, 2022** 

• 2    Jan    (Sun)       Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                            Worship—11:00 a.m.—Zoom and videoed 
• 4    Jan  (Tues)                      Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                                                            FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)      
• 5    Jan   (Wed)       Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 9    Jan  (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
          Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  - Deacons meeting 
• 11   Jan (Tue)          Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
         FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) , Trustee Mtg. 7:30 pm     
• 12   Jan (Wed)                      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 15   Jan (Sat)        Marys & Marthas—10:00 am  (on Zoom) 
• 16   Jan (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                           Worship—11:00 am   
• 18   Jan  (Tue)      Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
         FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 19   Jan (Wed)                      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)  
• 23   Jan  (Sun)                       Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                           Worship—11:00 am   
• 25   Jan   (Tue)                     Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                                                           FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)      
• 26   Jan   (Wed)      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 29   Jan   (Sat)      Men’s Fellowship—9:00 am 
• 30    Jan  (Sun)                     Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                           Worship—11:00 am   
•  
 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

