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RESERVE  THE 

DATE! 

FBC Spring Retreat 

Saturday, .February 

29 

10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Lunch and child 

care is provided. 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

FBC  CONNECTIONS 
February 2020 

“…for what does the Lord require of You but to do justice, to love kind-

ness, and walk humbly with your God.”  Micah 6:8 

Most recently, I had the opportunity to see the movie “Just Mercy”. 

This movie is about the harrowing experiences of Bryan Stevenson in 

his attempt to bring justice to people who have been incarcerated for 

crimes they did not commit.  Many of these individuals are persons of 

color—a disproportionate number. This movie is very unsettling and 

disturbing, to say the least. In the USA, I have had the impression that 

the justice system is a good one, but as we view it through the eyes of 

this movie, there is still much work to be done. Bryan Stevenson is 

helping people be “heard” and returning to them a sense of their own 

humanity, something often taken from them in the process of their ar-

rest and the following legal processes.  The movie and his documen-

tary, “True Justice” (https://eji.org/projects/true-justice/) provide a 

glimpse into the lives and situations of many people in prison who 

were clearly not supposed to be there. 

Certainly, our system, at its best, is superior to many other countries 

around the world with our focus on  the concepts of  “equal justice un-

der the law” and “innocent until proven guilty”. The biblical concept 

that “all people are created equal” has greatly affected western civili-

zation and is foundational to understanding our legal system. 

I would propose that viewing this movie and making Micah 6:8 (see 

above) a reality are devotional or religious exercises. We all would like 

to see things made “right” in our world, but the question is how to do 

this.  The answer is that we must start In every way we know, even if 

our efforts may seem insignificant.  If we are in Christ, the impetus to 

do the right thing must come from our Creator.  What God did though 

Jesus on the cross was the beginning of  making us a “new creation”, 

leading us to seek to do the right thing because God has done a work 

in our hearts. May God give us all the eyes to see, the heart to serve, 

and the courage to persevere! 

                                                             Peace and Grace,  

                                                             Pastor Chuck 

 

https://eji.org/projects/true-justice/
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 Mary Ellen Johnson 
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FBC  PHONE 

PRAYER MEETING 

7:30—8:00 pm 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday— Feb. 4th   

Prayer Line 

712-770-8018 

Code: 944008 

You’re on the line! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer re-
quests to Deacon 

 Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

Deacon News 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to 

make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong 

and teaches us to do what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people 

to do every good work.”   2 Timothy 3:16-17 NLT 

It’s February already! What resolutions did you make for the New Year? How 

are those commitments holding up? I only made one commitment this year.  

That promise is to start back systematically reading the Bible, the scripture, as 

through my life depended on it.  I remember when I first got saved, how I hun-

gered and thirsted for the Word. There was not enough time in the day to satis-

fy my hunger for the Word. Oftentimes I would be up until the early morning 

hours searching scriptures for answers to problems in my life, or simply to know 

more about Jesus. And, yes, there is an answer to every question asked! 

This didn’t happen all at once, but bit by bit. S-l-o-w-l-y. Somewhere along the 

way, I stopped diligently reading and searching God’s Word.  Maybe, I became 

too confident in all my choices and plans. Thinking, “Oh, I have been down this 

road before; I’ve got this.” Forgive me Lord, I was presumptuous!  Perhaps, I 

became too arrogant. I bow in shame. Lord, I am sorry.  Or worse still, I began 

to believe that the world’s response was the “ideal”, and then began to ever so 

quietly choose the world’s response. Lord, I repent. You, only you, Great God, 

and the answers in your Word hold true through all eternity!  You are the way, 

the truth, and the life!!             

So, it’s back to the Bible.  I have made some bad decisions in my life, and have 

had to live with the consequences. Have you?  Reading the Word helps us to 

realize what is wrong in our lives. Scripture shows us how far we have strayed 

from the path of God. It is like a mirror held before us that exposes, and reflects 

the errors in us—not for condemnation, but to correct us when we are wrong 

and teach us to do the right thing.     

God has purposed important Kingdom work – good works - for every single one 

of His children. That is, you and me. It’s us!  Because the work is of God, it has 

a spiritual connection. Therefore, we need to be reading His Manual and obey-

ing His instructions so that we may complete our assignments pleasing unto 

the Lord. Souls will be saved, people will be delivered, and strongholds will be 

broken. God will be glorified!! 

It all starts with simply returning to the Word. It is not too late to make a com-

mitment to daily bible reading. It is never too late. This year, 2020, has been 

designated as the year of the Bible. If you google “year of the bible”, you will 

find an assortment of reading plans and daily scripture devotions on various 

websites. 

I wholeheartedly plead with each of you to go back to the Bible. Make time for 

daily scripture reading. You will find Him waiting for you. Allow God’s word to 

correct you, sharpen you, encourage you, and equip you for every good work.       

May God bless you and have a happy Valentine’s Day! You are much loved. 

                                                        —Barbara Russell, Chair 



  

Trustee Board Report 
Our construction projects are winding down; The South side entry-way roof has been 

completed and we are waiting for examination of the work for the 20-year warranty. 

We have applied, for a third year, for a $10,000 grant from the Pittsburgh History and 

Landmark Foundation. We are considering plans for next year that involve repairs to 

our gutters and downspouts on the high roof, refinishing the floor in the Side Hall, ex-

terior lighting and the installation of a radiator in the Narthex. We plan to discuss at 

our February 11th meeting a resolution that  establishes  procedures and fees for   

using our space. If you have any suggestions regarding these issues, please contact 

Van Hall or any member of the Board of Trustees.                                                                                                   

Christian Education News 

Are you being intentional about your walk with the Lord this year?  Our theme contin-
ues to be “… to do justice, to love kindness, and walk humbly with your  God..” Micah 
6:8.  Delving into the Word of God is the best way to understand the practical ways 
we can carry these out.  If you are not already part of a Sunday morning Bible class,  
come and join us at 10 a.m.!  There are 3 adult classes, and one for children.   

Mission Summit at OUR CHURCH! 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 
FBC of Pittsburgh 
 
Registration – 9:30 a.m. 
Program - 10:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Lunch is included. 
 
We need YOUR HELP!  Please speak to Ruth Fox if you can 

help with the luncheon, bake sale and/or silent auction.  All proceeds will go to sup-

port children’s scholarships in the Dominican Republic and the McCurdy children’s 

school expenses. 

Other ABCOPAD churches from western PA will be joining us to hear about the mis-

sion projects of our church and others in the area.  Missionaries Sarah McCurdy and 

our own Ruth Fox will be sharing, as well. 

Dominican Republic Mission Project 

DR Mission Project 
May 5 – 12, 2020 

Community Center in La Romana 

People from ABCOPAD churches are invited to join our church in 

this wonderful opportunity to do construction, be involved in after-

school activities with children, and do teacher and pastoral training. We 

will be working with Global Servants Ketly and 

Vital Pierre. The estimated cost is approximately 

$1000 per person for all expenses including 

food, lodging and transportation. If interested in 

more information, please contact Ruth Fox, our 

Mission Advocate(ruthiefox@gmail.com). 

 

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 
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 Vincent Johnson 

 Angeline Wong 
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Wednesday Night Bible Study  

“My time has not yet come!” It is interesting how often the Gospel of John repeats this statement or similar 
ones when Jesus is starting his earthly ministry. This statement was declared by Jesus to his mother Mary 
with the first miracle of water turned to wine (John 2:4). The theme of “time” repeats again after the feeding of 
the five thousand as Jesus prepares for the Feast of Booths (John 7:6 and John 7:8). In show biz, they say 
timing is everything. So, how do you spend your time? God has asked us to love Him but how do you get to 
know God if you don’t spend time in prayer and Bible study. Think about friends past and present. What quali-
fies a person as a friend of the past versus a friend of the present? Really, it is time… are we currently spend-
ing time with that person?  
 
Let’s not let God become a friend of the past. Let’s keep spending time with God and His Word as well as 
prayer to keep God from being a friend of the past. Wednesday Night Bible Study can help. We share in pray-
er, study God’s Word, and pray for revelation as to what God would have us to do next or learn about the pas-
sage we are studying. We have a time of fellowship on Wednesday nights with a light meal at 6:15 and the 
study starts at 7pm. We’d love to have you as a current friend.  
 
 

Music Notes 
 
Dr. William D. Scott began his time with us as Interim Music Director at the beginning of the year, 
and he has brought his love of and expertise in jazz to us.  We have enjoyed the new additions of 
singers and musicians.  Steve Ippolito,  André Cadidé, Rosany Lisboa, and Luke Lockhart have all 
joined Billy D. to provide beautiful music for our worship services.  Currently, there is a small choir, 
made up of congregants, who are preparing to bring us special music on Sunday, February 23rd. If 
you want to participate in the choir or in worship in a musical capacity, please speak to Billy D. 
 
 

Memorial Service for Dr. Ogle Duff 

On  Tuesday, December 10, Dr. Ogle Duff, longtime member and friend of FBC went to be with her 
Lord at the age of 86.  She was a highly acclaimed professor at the University of Pittsburgh’s 
School of Education.  We will hold a memorial service for her at our church on February 9th at 2 
p.m. There will be light refreshments following the service. 

 

African American Read-in  -  Sunday, February 16, 2020 

We will host, for the 30th year, the African American Read-In. Dr. Ogle Duff organized the first 
read-in in February 1990  and served as it’s leading proponent for many years. Fredrick Douglass 
spoke at the First Baptist Church in the 1840’s and the read-in recognizes our lengthy relationship 
with the African-American  Community. We hope you will attend.  It will be held on Sunday, Febru-
ary 16th at 2 p.m. in our sanctuary.  There will be music and readings that reflect the work of Afri-
can American individuals throughout history.  Be sure to invite your friends! 

 

FBC Spring Retreat 

We have been holding bi-annual retreats for the past couple of years, and it is now time for another!  On Sat-
urday, February 29, from 10 a.m.— 2 p.m. we will gather once again to spend time together as a community 
of those committed to the Lord and to each other.  Pastor Chuck will lead us in Bible study and activities that 
will help us understand better the ways in which God wants to be our protector, remove our fears, and give us 
peace. In the afternoon, we will hold a security training.  Please plan to come participate in this important 
event in the life of our church!  Lunch will be provided. 



Last Night Game Night 2019 

This past December 31st was a cold night and it snowed! But before the snow flew, there 
were a few brave members and friends that came together for fellowship, games, and piz-
za, along with a movie. The people who did show up were asked to reflect on Bible verses 
that held meaning for them as they look forward to the new year! Here are some of their 
responses: Jeremiah 29:11 (Pastor Preached on this verse in Jan 2020!); I Corinthians 
1:18 (Pastor Fox preached on this verse the last Sunday of Jan 2020), Matthew 5:2-12 
(The Beatitudes which are pictured in our Sanctuary flanking windows); Psalm 1 (Watch 
where you walk, stand, or sit and delight in the Law of the Lord and meditate on it); Romans 5:3-5 
(suffering leads to hope), Psalm 23 (Allow the shepherd to lead), Philippians 4:4-9 (Prayer, Peace, 
Petition, and Praiseworthy), James 4:7-8 (Submit to God and Resist the Devil), James 4:13-15 
(God holds the future).  These are some good verses to keep in mind in the year of 2020, the Year 
of the Bible! 
 
Men’s Fellowship Social: Pittsburgh Auto Show 
 
February is known for Valentines and dinners, but in Pittsburgh, it is also known for the Auto Show! 
It is a great time to walk around and talk about things and look at cars and even see a few cars that 
are more expensive than a 3-bedroom house. Chevrolet will probably have their new mid-engine 
Corvette, or you could go “old school” and sit in a Dodge Challenger. Or how about an all-electric 
car? We will plan to go to the auto show around 3 pm on Sat. Feb 15. General Admission is $12 a 
ticket. If you are interested, please contact Chad Zoll.  

 
Men’s Fellowship – Questions That Count  
                                       
GK Chesterton was quoted as saying, “the tragedy of disbelieving in God is not that a person may 
end up believing in nothing. It is much worse than that. He may end up believing in anything.” This 
society that we live in does not tolerate questions about what is unseen or matters of faith. In fact, 
often times we settle the question before we get to debate the heart of the question. Really, ques-
tions will help us get a better understanding of a topic if we are willing to debate the question before 
settling it.   

January’s meeting kicked off the study “Jesus Among Secular Gods.” We started to explore 
worldviews through answering questions. In fact, we started looking at what questions a worldview 
must answer: 1. Does it correspond to reality? 2. Is it coherent? 3. Does it have explanatory power 
for reality? 4. Is it too complex or too simple? 5. Does it have more than one line of argument? 6. 
Can it explain other worldviews? All worldviews, whether they believe in a god or not, has to answer 
questions regarding the origin, meaning, morality, and destiny of life.    

Vince Vitale, one of the book’s authors, said, “Every question is an open door. The answer to any 
question is something true, and all truth finds its grounding in God. Ravi Zacharias, the other au-
thor, follows up on how to treat questions, and cautions us by saying, “Don’t think of every question 
as a doubt; think of every question as a door.” In fact, if we stop asking questions in our lives, we 
most likely have stopped living or think we are gods ourselves, in that we think we know everything.     

Our next meeting is on February 28 at 7pm. We start to answer questions that atheists and those 
that hold to scientism as a worldview. Men, if you get a chance, ask a person who does not believe 
in God, the following questions: 1. What is your biggest objection to Christianity? 2. What do you 
think it would take for you to change your mind about God and become a Christian? 



  

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    

 
The Marys and the Marthas held our January meeting at 
the church so that we'd have access to the equipment to 
be able to view the pictures from Ruth Fox's mission 
trips last November to Hungary and The Democratic Re-
public of the Congo.  It was a very interesting presenta-
tion!  It’s always fascinating to see how others in the 
world come together to worship the same Lord we 
do.  In the case of the places Ruth visited, the people 
have really struggled hard to manage to worship 
Him.  They have so few material goods, but what they 
have they share with others to help bring them to the Lord.  Very exciting to see 
their faith in action!  Ruth and Roxane Dillie were our hostesses for the day.  Of 
course, we had a wonderful meal to fill our bellies after the program filled our 
hearts and minds!   
 
Our next meeting will be February 15th at the home of Marilyn Cosetti.  I hope all 
of you women will try to join us that day.  We'll meet at the church and carpool to 
Marilyn's, leaving about 9:45 am.  All women are welcome! 

 

FBC Women’s Sewing Group 

 
After taking a few months off because of holiday conflicts, the Sewing Group was able to finally 
meet again on January 25th.  We had a nice group of women, all working hard to make dresses 
and shorts for the children of the Dominican Republic.  We are trying to have some clothing to dis-
tribute when our church goes there for their mission trip in May. There are way to help with the ef-
fort without having any sewing skills, so please try to join us to make sure we have enough cloth-
ing for the little kids.  Men are also most welcome at this meeting.  We can put everyone to work 
for a very good cause!  Our next meeting will be February 22nd.  Please mark your calendars now 
and save that date so that you can help with the cause.  We meet in the church library at 10 am 
and work until noon or so.  Hope to see lots of you there next month. 
 

 

PRISM Chinese New Year’s Dumpling Party 
 

In celebration of Chinese New Year’s, PRISM 

held a dinner at FBC on January 26.  We pro-

vided the sides for the dumplings that everyone 

helped to make.  There were about 50 people in 

attendance, and everyone enjoyed the food and fellowship.  We 

closed with a prayer especially for the Chinese students present 

regarding the coronavirus prevalent in their country.  PRISM provides many opportunities for shar-

ing the love of Christ with our international friends.  FBC is glad  to support them in their efforts. 



 

 

 Highlighting Billy D. Scott 

Our new Interim Music Director is not new to us, having attended FBC Pitts-

burgh for a number of years now and becoming a member of our church last 

year.  His leadership in the area of FBC worship is in addition to his work as a 

lecturer at the University of Pittsburgh.  These new roles for him represent the 

culmination of his many years of study in music.   

His interest in music began at the early age of 5 when he began playing the piano.  His 88-year-old 

neighbor in North Fort Myers, Florida, a ragtime pianist herself, taught him at an early age to love 

jazz.  At the age of 15, his father’s job required that the family move to Petosky, Michigan.  This was a 

difficult move for Billy D. as an only child in the middle of his sophomore year of high school, but he 

also feels it brought him closer to God.  It wasn’t long before he was playing basketball and continu-

ing his studies in music..  He participated in praise bands in church and really honed in on jazz. Dur-

ing his senior year of high school, he learned guitar from Jim Owens, a jazz guitarist. 

Upon his graduation from high school in 2005, Billy D. decided to go tirst to community college and 

then to Central Michigan University where he had a double major in English and Music Performance.  

In 2011, he entered the University of Michigan to pursue his masters degrees.  His first was a Mas-

ters in Music in jazz piano under the tutelage of his beloved professor, Dr. Geri Allen.  Two years lat-

er, he graduated with a MA in Ethnomusicality.  In 2015, he made the move to Pittsburgh to pursue 

his PhD in jazz studies, successfully completing his doctorate in 2019.   

Billy D. is excited that God has provided this opportunity for him to serve at FBC and believes that 

God is using this experience to lead him into further service for God.  He wants to use his talents to 

glorify God and continue to be more active in the life of the church.  It has been encouraging to see a 

number of people step forward to share their gifts in music, as well.  Billy D.’s goals are to:  1) discov-

er God’s purpose for his life; 2) gain a deeper understanding of God’s grace. 

In addition to music, Billy D. enjoys watching sports—all sports!  He also plays a little golf and spends 

a lot of time doing weightlifting and working out at the gym.  His time in God’s Word is very important 

to him, as well.  Please pray for Billy D. as he continues to pray for God’s leading, and also as he 

seeks full-time long-term employment.  We are glad you are here, Billy D.! 
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February FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

 

   2    Feb     (Sun)       SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:am; Deacon’s Meeting— 12:30pm 
   4 Feb     (Tue)        FBC Phone Prayer Meeting—7:00pm 
   5    Feb     (Wed)      Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
   9    Feb    (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.; Ogle Duff Memorial - 2:00pm 
 11    Feb     (Tue)       Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm 
 12    Feb   (Wed)       Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 15    Feb    (Sat)         Marys & Marthas — 10:00 am 
 16    Feb   (Sun)        SS—10:00 a.m.; Worship—11:00 a.m.   Council Meeting –12:30 pm 
 16   Feb    (Sun)         African American Read– In—2:00pm 
 19   Feb   (Wed)        Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
 22   Feb  (Sat)           Women’s Sewing Group 
 23   Feb   (Sun)         SS—10:00 am; Worship—11:00 am , Congregational Mtg.—12:30 pm 
 26  Feb  ( Wed)         Ash Wednesday, Bible Study (dinner at 6:15; Bible Study starts at 7:00 p.m.) 
   

   

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

