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Word from the Pastor—Celebrating Black History Month 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

According to historical records, President Gerald Ford established Black History 

Month in 1976. He stated that the purpose was to celebrate the often neglected ac-

complishments of African Americans throughout the country’s history. The roots of 

Black History Month reside in the initial efforts of historian Carter G. Woodson who 

established Negro History Week in 1925.  Over time, the celebration gradually grew 

until it was finally adopted by the federal government in 1976. 
 

The scientist George Washington Carver said, “Where there is no vision, there is no 

hope.”  Both vision and hope played significant roles in the stories of many African 

Americans who surmounted incredible obstacles and injustice to see success and 

serve as role models to those who did not dare have vision or hope.  Because you 

know that I love to cook, I will focus on a few examples of black women who celebrat-

ed achievements in that field!   
 

Lena Richard (1892—1950) defied the odds. She lived in the Jim Crow south and 

overcame great barriers to become one of America’s celebrity chefs. She hosted her 

own TV cooking show, 14 years before Julie Child had her own show. She was known 

as a top chef in New Orleans for her gumbo. 
 

Laura “Dolly” Johnson (1852-1918) was a former enslaved black woman from Ken-

tucky. She was hired by President Benjamin Harrison after he fired his French chef. 

The fact that he chose Johnson’s hearty down home cooking over the chef’s cuisine 

was a move that made national headlines at the time. 
 

Civil Rights Organizer, Georgia Gilmore (1920-1990) was a cook, midwife, and mother 

of six known around Montgomery, Alabama “for speaking her mind and making the 

best pork chops in town.” When the Montgomery bus boycott took off, she started sell-

ing fried chicken sandwiches to protesters and at organizing meetings. She donated 

her profits to the movement. By doing this, she motivated other black women cooks to 

sell dinners, cakes, and pies all over town. Working together, the women turned their 

food into a “tool of resistance during the 381 day boycott”. 

We celebrate these women for their skills and their contribution to humanity. They are 

just a few examples of people from within the black community with both vision and 

hope who did not allow the unjust societal pressures against them to dictate their lives 

or hold them back from shining in their chosen profession.  Even today, many people 

of color continue to encounter barriers to their success, even if we want to believe that 

our society has changed.  It is important for us to trust in God’s ability to break through  

the institutions of injustice, and for each of us to be willing to be God’s instruments of 

change, beginning by looking within our own hearts and lives. How can we be a part 

of God’s plans to “give hope and a future” to everyone, without regard for the color of 

their skin, their status in society, their level of education, etc.? This is our calling. 

                                                             Blessings,   

                                                                   Pastor Chuck Fox 
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FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
February 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
You will receive an invi-

tation each week to 
meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer requests 
to Deacon  

Barbara Russell 
at :blrussell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
IS A CHURCH  

Board of Deacons    

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 
gets the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone 
who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to 
get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever.”  -1 Corinthians 9:23-25 
 
The race is on! Our Church-wide Bible Study Challenge has commenced. 
The teams are busy getting together, all with the purpose of reading 
God’s Word and growing in fellowship. And oh yeah, to get that free din-
ner! Amazing Race or Amazing (G)race? You decide! We are running to 
get the prize. Keep it moving! May this call to renew our commitment 
please our God, Who delights in us as we grow in our delight for His 
Word! After this challenge ends, may we not give up meeting together, 
but continue to encourage each other, as we see the Day approaching 
(Hebrews 10:25). 
 
I am thankful for this challenge because it teaches us self-discipline: self-
discipline to set a daily schedule and keep a commitment for four weeks! 
I don’t know about you, but usually when I am trying to work at some-
thing, I give up after about two weeks, and revert back to my old habits; 
and if I admit it, I might start to slack off by day three!  
 
Self-discipline requires hard work!  Are we willing to do the work of:  

• PRAYER, knowing this means we have to be open with God? And  
others? 

• MEDITATION, setting aside special, uninterrupted time without dis-
tractions? 

• COMMUNICATION with people we might not talk to regularly?  
STUDY of God’s Word, rather than a 3-minute read and quick takea-
way?  
 

Are we willing to do the hard work as followers of Christ, and allow this 
seeking of God to deepen and thicken us in our faith? (Richard Foster, 
Celebration of Disciplines). Are we ready to grow in our faithfulness to an 
ever-faithful God? 
 

Soon after this challenge, we will be in the season of Lent, a time where 
we remember Jesus’ hard work of self-discipline in the desert, a time of 
strict training to prepare for the ministry the Father prepared for Him to 
do, culminating in emptying Himself completely on the Cross. His ministry 
requires devotion to prayer, meditation on God’s Word, and building rela-
tionships with others. May we use this time to allow God to prepare our 
hearts and minds for the work He has prepared us to do, for His glory! Let 
us do as the hymn says, and “prove Him o’er and o’er”! Amen! 
      -Deacon Petroula Zoll 

SAVE THE DATE:   

The Spring 2023 Retreat will be held on Saturday, March 25, 

from 10 a.m.—2 p.m.  Our own Mr. Vincent Johnson will be fea-

tured, sharing his expertise in the area of diversity training. 
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Trustees Report 

Over the past few months, the trustees have focused on ways to improve 
our building security. We met with some vendors about options to improve 
and enhance building access and video surveillance. The trustees’ short-
term goal is to upgrade the video intercom and door release system. The 
video display and quality will be bigger and better, making it easier to identi-
fy who is at the door. We also plan to add a video intercom and door release 
to the side entrance at the circle driveway. We thank Steve Hernandez for 
his initiative and involvement on this project. 
 
Soon, the trustees will be preparing the budget for our next church year. We 
are grateful to our Controller, Casey Gnage, who does most of this work. 
Please consider what you give—and also what you might thoughtfully 
spend—in thanksgiving to God to support worship and ministries at FBC. 
 
Our janitor, Justin, recently and suddenly lost a loved one. He has returned 
to work but is understandably still grieving. There are also more activities 
going on at the church. Please do what you can to clean and tidy up after 
your activities to help take care of our physical House of Prayer For All Peo-
ple. If something needs attention, please note it on the Housekeeping sheet 
in the church office. 
 
The Board of Trustees continues to evaluate options to improve the heating 
system and items for building preservation. Please pray for us as we work to 
support worship and missions activities within and beyond our walls through 
stewardship of our facilities and our finances. 
 
                                                                       Angeline Wong-Scott 

Music Notes 

For the month of January, we had the privilege to feature several vocalists 
from within our own congregation. The list includes Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox, 
Sarah Moyer, Dewi Wong, and Nancy Bernard. Collectively, these vocalists 
provided quality renditions of contemporary medleys, special music pieces, 
and traditional congregational hymns. I would like to thank several FBC instru-
mentalists who also shared their musical talents during medleys and special 
music pieces, including Jason Lu (guitar), Isaiah Brown (bongos), Ruth Fox 
(bongos), and Emmanuel Leon (electric bass). Guest drummers Zack Mester 
and Steve Ippolito also provided inspiring accompaniment during preludes, 
medleys, and postlude sections. In anticipation of Black History Month, the 
FBC music ministry will feature a variety of African American Spirituals as both 
congregational and special music pieces. We also plan to incorporate several 
Christian hymns written by African American composers such as Charles Al-
bert Tindley and Thomas Andrew Dorsey.   

                                                                                      — Billy D. Scott 



Wednesday Night Bible Study:  “Transitions” 
 

Revelation 22:7(NASB):  (Jesus speaking):  “And behold, I am coming quickly.  Blessed is he who heeds the 
words of the prophecy of this book.” 

We are finishing up our study of Revelation and preparing for Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent in Febru-
ary.  We have used Bruce Metzger’s work “Breaking the Code” as a guide for our discussions.  As a result of us 
completing Metzger’s Breaking the Code video, we plan to look at some of the harder parts of Revelation that 
were not discussed as much by Professor Metzger as well as look at other books of prophecy related to Revela-
tion.   

As I reflect over the past study, one thing I take away from the study in Revelation is the instruction to watch and 
be ready.  We had great discussions about the symbolism of what may have happened already and/or what may 
yet to occur.  If anything, Revelation does emphasize that there is a devil out there that is trying to cause us to fall 
and not listen to God.  Other scriptures also stress the need to be vigilant.  Colossians 4:2 (NASB): Devote your-
selves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.  Another passage quotes Jesus, “But keep on 
the alert at all times and praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that that are about to 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36-NASB).   

I encourage you to come to Wednesday Night Bible Study either in person or on Zoom at 7pm.  If you come in 
person, you can come early and enjoy a time of fellowship over a light meal at 6:30pm.   Let us come together 
and be vigilant… to watch and to pray as we await the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                   —Chad Zoll 

African American Read-in 
 

In years past, our church was host to the African-American Read-in in the month of February, in recognition of 
Black History Month, and this was due in great part to the efforts of Dr. Ogle Duff.  She passed the mantle on and 
in recent years, Dr. Shirley Smith and Ms. Betty Batie have shouldered most of the responsibilities for this event. 
The advent of COVID made it difficult to continue the community gatherings.  This will be the third year that FBC 
has tried to honor the original vision in a new format. This year, the committee of Dr. Shirley Smith, Ms. Betty Ba-
tie and Ms. Leslie Smedley has asked 4 presenters to share readings with us on the 4 Sundays of February.  We 
will hear from Dr. Van Beck Hall, Mrs. Petroula Zoll, Mr. Sean King, and Mr. Stephen Blum.  Additionally, Dr. Billy 
D. Scott is developing a repertoire of related musical instrumental pieces.  Many thanks to everyone involved in 
the planning and implementation of this special aspect of our church and worship.         
 
 

Mission and Outreach      

 
This past fall, the Deacons evaluated the FBC outreach attempts and con-
curred that one of the most significant ways that we can make an impact is 
by continuing to create a warm and welcoming atmosphere at church on 
Sunday mornings.  FBC has more visitors than many churches do, partly 
because of our geographical location and partly because You, the congre-
gation, are known for your friendliness.  The worship service is designed to 
be inclusive.  Shortly before COVID, we were growing, and that growth 
probably had any number of reasons.  It seemed that one of those might be 
the fact that we had food after the service, allowing people to sit down and 
take the time to get to know one another.  As has been announced at 
church, the idea is to add a couple of healthy choices to the snacks already 
provided. There are a few weeks (once a month) that we intend on having a 
full meal.  In January, we were blessed with several great meals (over and 
above the call of duty!).  Many thanks to Andre and his mom, Maria, who 
shared Brazilian beans and rice one Sunday, along with Adriana who 

brought a delicious dessert.  Suk and Dewi contributed to Chuck’s salad 
and cheese and crackers another week. We had a “Souper Bowl” on 
January 29th where many people brought delicious soups and some 
side dishes.  Please consider signing up on the sign-up sheet in the li-
brary to make your contribution!  Thanks!                           - Ruth Fox 



 Catching up with Stephen Blum 

The Start of Spring Semester 

As I move into this new semester of ministry, I'm hopeful for the opportunities God will 
provide for me to encourage and pour into students' lives. I have been able to join a few 
more clubs on campus (Archery, disc golf, games, and book discussion), and am plan-
ning a few more international food festivals (stay tuned if you want to come)!  

The last festival I celebrated with church, family, and students was the Lunar New Year 
(See pictures for reference). It was a wonderful time of fellowship,  amazing food, and 
fun.                                                                                                  - Stephen Blum 

 

Important Invitation! 
It is during the Super Bowl, but I would like to extend an invita-
tion to you all to join the College & Young Adult group in cele-
brating a Brazilian Carnival (Don't worry, we are going to 
stream the Super Bowl as well)! There are several Brazilian 
students who attend the church service as well as some of our 
other events, and they are excited to share some of their food 
and culture with us on Sunday, February 12 at 5:00 pm at the 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh. If you would like to come, 
please sign up! 

Christian Education 
 
Christian education at FBC can be found in many settings.  We have many specialized groups who meet with par-
ticular constituencies and include Bible teaching or devotionals as a part of their programs.  These include the 
Men’s Fellowship, Marys and Marthas, the young adults (Fireflies), and Wednesday night Bible studies.  However, 
there are other opportunities to come together to learn and grow on Sunday mornings before the worship service.  
At 10:00 a.m., it is possible to find a seat at the table in any of three adult classes.  Steve Hernandez leads a class 
in the conference room (2nd floor) on Genesis.  Van Beck Hall and Tex Severance tag team the class that is stud-
ying James.  The women’s class, taught by Barb Russell, is focusing on the parables of Jesus.  Ruth is teaching a 
class for our 2nd—4th graders, with Cesar providing strong support.  Sao Mai Nguyen has been coming for sever-
al months now to provide nursery care during Sunday School and the worship time.  She and Ruth take the 
younger children out during the worship service following the children’s message.  They provide coloring pages 
that connect with the message to all the children to help them focus further on what they’ve just heard.  So with all 
these opportunities to learn more about God and his Word, please join us, and invite others to do so, as well.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  —Ruth Fox 

 

 



 

 

Men’s Fellowship:   Teaching on the Tongue and Free Speech 

        Friday, February 24 at 7pm 
 

James 3:6 (NIV):  The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole 

body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

Thanks to those who attended our Men’s Breakfast on Jan 28.  We had a good 
discussion on Matthew 5:33-42 and discussed how we should react differently 
from the world around us.  To be careful about society’s message of self preserva-
tion to the call of our Lord Jesus to be generous with our lives as well as to live 
lives of integrity.  Let our yes be yes and our no be no. 

On Friday, Feb. 24 at 7pm, we will explore the issue of free speech.  It is a movie 
night and we will watch God’s Not Dead 2 which explores the issue of free 
speech, especially with talking about faith in the public square.  We will also have 

pizza, chips, and soda to share in a time 
of fellowship.   

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB): 
“Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”  The purpose of this 
group is to provide a time of fellowship and encouragement in pursuing 
the purposes of Christ . . . to become men after God’s own heart. 
                                                                         - Chad Zoll 
 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship) 

Thanks to our host Betty Batie, we started the new year with many in attendance. 
The theme of the devotion was “He Leadeth Me”, with verses from the Psalms, as 
well as verses in the Old and New Testaments. Three ladies shared their testimo-
nies about how God led them as they each prayed for their needs.  
 
We prayed and wrote greetings to the people in our congregation who are not well 
and can’t attend the Sunday worship service. Every month Suk Hernandez makes 
beautiful, handcrafted cards. Thank you, Suk!  
 

Shirley Stanzione is collecting our 
love offerings to buy Easter gifts for 
the Women’s Shelter. We received 
a thank you letter for our gifts to 
the Shelter last November.  
 
The next meeting will be on Saturday, February 18, at Marilyn 
Cosetti’s house in Squirrel Hill. All ladies are invited.  
                                                              - Dewi Wong 
 

Young at Heart 
 

It is with great delight that we welcome Dr. Shirley Smith as our presenter at the February 1 Young at Heart gath-
ering as she introduces Black History month with a presentation on "Achievers of Excellence During an Era of 
Disunity", stories of influential African Americans in all walks of life who have made a difference in our society 
and culture, despite great challenges and obstacles.  We will meet at 11:30 a.m. for a meal prepared by Shirley 
Stanzione, Ruth Fox and Barbara Russell, with the program following.  Please use this opportunity to invite 
friends and neighbors.  We always have a great time of sharing, both in fellowship and food, and we want to 
share this special time with others!                                                                                   —Ruth Fox 

          



  

February Birthdays 

Feb 3    Dewi Wong    
Feb 4          Olivia Potapova         
Feb 8          Tex Severance       
Feb 8          Luke Lockhart 
Feb. 27       André Cadidé, 

  
          

 

Fireflies (Young Adults) 

                               
We pray you increase in your knowledge of God’s love for you! Lately, the 
Fireflies talked about faith (trust in God), repentance (regret + lifestyle change), 
God’s wrath (our God is just), and God’s salvation (our God is loving). Salvation is 
a gift from God to us (a gift only God could give), by the death of His Son Jesus for 
our sins (a debt we could never pay on our own). “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.” (Eph. 2:8-10) 
 

Dive into God’s Word: January 29th - February 26th marks the time we have set 
aside for our Church Family Bible Study Challenge. Our goal is to consistently con-
nect with God’s Word and with each other by daily reading and reflecting on the 
Scriptures from each Sunday. There are no hard, fast rules (do your best!), and the 
point system is to encourage us to keep going strong!  If you have any questions, 
please ask your Young Adult Group Leader (see chalkboard in church library). 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42) 
 
Thank You! Many thanks to those who come out and support the young adults with 
their gifts of presence, encouragement, and food for our different gatherings, es-
pecially the Blums, the Foxes, the Hernandezes, Deacon Barbara and Alijah, Betty 
Batie, Dewi Wong, and our honorary Firefly, Roxanne.) We also thank those who 
stayed to help put together 100 welcome care packages for Pitt and CMU students 
last month.  

 
Upcoming Events:  

• February 12 at 5 pm. - Brazilian Carnival. (See Stephen for how you can help.)  

• February 17-19 - CCO Jubilee Conference. (Prayers & donations appreciated!)  
     February 21 at 7 pm. -  Autism Training Workshop. (See Petroula to sign up.)  
 
Be a Prayer Warrior: Please continue to pray for all of our outreach efforts, for the church to grow closer 
to God and each other during this Bible Study Challenge, and for us to grow as “Little Christs,” bringing 
hope and salvation to the world. Light it up!                       
                                                                                                                              -   Petroula Zoll 
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February Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar        

                

• 1    Feb   (Wed)              Young at Heart Luncheon—11:30 am 
                Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 5    Feb    (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m 
•                   Worship—11:00 am  (and packing welcome back bags) 
•                                                           Deacons meeting—12:30 
• 7    Feb   (Tue)               Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                 FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
•  8   Feb  (Wed)                              Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 12  Feb   (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                  Worship—11:00 am,  
• 14  Feb   (Tue)               Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
                 Trustee Meeting—7: pm 
• 15   Feb   (Wed)                            Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 18   Feb  (Sat)               Marys & Marthas  - 10:00 am 
• 19   Feb   (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                  Worship—11:00 am 
• 21    Feb   (Tue)                             Young Adults -Autism  Training—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                                                                    FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.                                                              
• 22   Feb  (Wed)               Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 24   Feb  (Fri)                Men’s Fellowship  – 7:00 pm. 
• 26   Feb  (Sun)                              Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                  Worship—11:00 am   
                                                                    Luncheon  — 12:15 p.m. 
• 28 Feb   (Tue)                              Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                                                                     FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.                                                              
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

