FBC CONNECTIONS
February 2021
From the Pastor—Preparing for Lent
During the month of February we begin the journey of Lent. It is that time of
year beginning with Ash Wednesday (Feb 17) and ending on the Saturday
before Easter. It is a season of 40 days of remembering Jesus' fasting in the
wilderness as He confronted the temptations of the evil one. The word "Lent"
comes from the Old English "lencten" referring to the literal lengthening of
days in the spring time.
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Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and giving of ourselves to others in
preparation for understanding and experiencing the meaning of Jesus' death
on the cross and resurrection from the dead. It is a time to deepen our relationship with God. In my readings for Black History month, I have been reflecting on the journey of African-Americans to freedom in our country. It is a
journey of suffering, one that has many dimensions. In Jesus' suffering and
resurrection, blacks have been able to identify with His total surrender, that
He might bring light and salvation to a world bent on enslaving them.
There are some key events and services held during Lent that help lead us
on the journey.to the cross and beyond. With COVID still in place, however,
it is doubtful that we will be able to celebrate these times in person. Maunday Thursday, the day before good Friday, commemorates the Last Supper,
which was the Passover meal that Jesus had with his disciples. Good Friday is the day when we reflect on the meaning of Jesus’ death on the cross
for our sins. In the past, we have had a joint tenebrae service with City Reformed in our sanctuary, but we may not be able to have it this year. Palm
Sunday reminds us of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as the King of the Jews
and our Savior. Easter is on April 4thand celebrates the victory of God in
raising His own Son, Jesus, from the dead. The celebration of the Resurrection is the holiest day in the Christian year. We should celebrate !!
As we enter into this season, may the Holy Spirit draw us closer into a deeper relationship with the Master.
Peace,
Pastor Chuck
FBC COVID Update: The church will be opening again for worship on Sundays at 11:00 a.m., beginning February 7th, following all the guidelines that
have been set forth to stay safe: temperature checks, masks, sitting and
standing distanced, no food, washing hands and sanitizing, safe communion
practices, etc. Small group activities will continue to either meet on Zoom or
both on Zoom and in person. We will try to keep you informed regarding
each activity.

159 N. Bellefield
Ave, Pittsburgh,
PA 15213

www.fbcpgh.org

Deacon News

FBC Deacon Board

•

Barbara Russell, Chair

•

Casey Gnage

•

Steven Hernandez

•

Mary Ellen Johnson

•

Sean King

•

Robert Smith

•

Shirley Stanzione

“Prayer does not mean that I am to bring God down to my thoughts and my
purposes, and bend his government according to my foolish, silly, and
sometimes sinful notions. Prayer means that I am to be raised up into feeling, into union and design with him; that I am to enter into his counsel and
carry out his purpose fully.” ~ D.L. Moody, Feb. 1837-Dec. 1899; Evangelist, founder of Moody Institute and Moody Publishing
“There is neither encouragement nor room in Bible religion for feeble desires, listless efforts, lazy attitudes; all must be strenuous, urgent, ardent.
Flamed desires, impassioned, unwearied insistence delight heaven. God
would have His children incorrigibly in earnest and persistently bold in their
efforts. Heaven is too busy to listen to half-hearted prayers or to respond to
pop-calls. Our whole being must be in our praying.” ~ E.M. Bounds, Aug.
1835 – Aug. 1933; American author and attorney
“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” ~ Corrie Ten Boom, Apr.
1892 – Apr. 1983; Dutch Christian watchmaker; Author of The Hiding
Place
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” ~ Philippians 4:6 NASB

FBC
PRAYER MEETING
every
Tuesday in
February
7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m.
You will receive an
invitation each week
to meet on Zoom!

Need Prayers?
Please send prayer
requests to Deacon
Barbara at:
blrusell2@verizon.net

Grace and peace,FBC. The above quotes and scriptures instruct us in prayer. Corrie Ten Boom points out that prayer must be our first choice, and not
our second choice. E. M. Bounds admonishes us to pray as if our life, the
lives of others, and/or the hope of nations depended on it. And, D. L. Moody
reminds us that we pray to get hold of God’s counsel, and then carry out His
purposes here on earth. Our scripture encourages us to bring our needs and
requests with thanksgiving to the Throne of Grace.
God’s Throne Room is open 24/7. Help is available. Answers are provided.
Change takes place. Miracles still happen. BUT, we need to be in the business of fervently asking, and urgently petitioning for “His kingdom to come,
and His will to be done on earth as in Heaven.”
Church, this nation is in dire straits. Not because of any political party, but
because of sin. A willful turning away from God. Our nation needs a spiritual revival. It starts with you joining the many, many voices crying out to God
in humble prayer. God hears ours cries and is moved as we insistently, unceasingly call out to Him. Revival will come.

FBC join in the cry for revival for this nation. It begins by simply praying. I
encourage each of you to make time for consistent personal daily prayer.
Then join us for corporate prayer on Tuesday night. Continue to pray for our
sick, shut-ins, and for those that have recently lost love ones. And please
begin to pray for revival. FBC, I will meet you at the Throne of Grace.
God Bless You.
Barbara Russell
Deacon Board

Trustee Board Report
Eight months have now passed in our church’s fiscal year which runs from May
through the end of April. Despite the impact of the pandemic on our services,
your contributions have been running well above our budgeted amount. Our expenses , on the other side, have been running slightly below our projected
budget. Many thanks for your continued support
despite the impact of the
“shut down’ on our lives.
The Trustees have offered a new “Facilities Rental Guide” with several attachments. When we completely re-open we will be able to give
proposed
renters quick responses. In the past the Church has rented space for both religious and benevolent purposes. Other congregations who have rented space include the Korean and Chinese churches, several student groups and many Prayer and Praise meetings. We have also rented space to many benevolent
groups including TAC, which aided disadvantaged adults, a Headstart program
for the Pittsburgh School Board, and a YMCA summer program for many years.
In addition to the these
activities the sanctuary has served as a site for concerts by many organizations including the Pitt Men’s Glee Club. The Pittsburgh
Region of the American Baptist Churches of Pennsylvania and Delaware has
rented space in our building for their office for many years.
The combination of your healthy giving and our ability to provide space for other
religious and benevolent institutions gives us increased hope for our future role
after the passing of the pandemic. We have and will continue to serve Christ and
His church in Pittsburgh for many years to come.
- Van Beck Hall, President

Bible Study
Why do we keep reflecting on Jesus’ words? What was it about Christ that when
He spoke, He attracted those who acknowledged their spiritual need, and repelled those who felt they did not need a spiritual savior?
Jesus grew up in a carpenter’s household, was born in a manger, and during his
earthly ministry was a circuit preacher without a home. Why did Jesus attract the
needy when He himself did not appear to have much to offer in worldly wealth?
We are reaching the end of the Gospel of John. As John prepares to close his
Gospel account, he gives a reason for his Gospel. He writes: “these have been
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ” (John 20:31a). It is Interesting to note that the first letter of John had a different purpose of proclaiming
that the Word of Life was revealed to them and to make their joy complete
through fellowship with the Triune God. It has a slightly different purpose, but the
focus is still on Jesus.
As we conclude the Gospel of John in the coming weeks, it is interesting to note
that Jesus did not hang out with “perfect people.” We see a doubting disciple’s
questions answered and a disciple who denied Christ being restored.
Come and see what Jesus has to say to you. You just have to be seeking and
acknowledging a need for a Savior. We meet every Wednesday Night from 7pm
to 8:15 p.m., both in person and on Zoom. Please contact Ruth Fox if you want
to be added to the Zoom invitation list.
— Chad Zoll
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During this time of limited worship due to the pandemic concerns, please send your donations and pledges to:
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FBC Pittsburgh
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Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Mission and Outreach
Outreach—There are ideas in the works for ways that we can reach out when the pandemic has eased and the
universities are back in session in person. We are excited that Comcast was able to successfully put higher
speed wi-fi in recently which will allow us to consider new ministry options for the use of the church facility during the week. The young adult group, the Fireflies, is going to help do some assessment regarding the needs
of the student community and potential solutions to help meet those needs. We appreciate their help.

Missions—Prayer concerns for our missionaries:
•
•

•

•
•
•

The Osterbrock family is still in the USA as Malaysia has not opened up again yet. They had baby #4, and everything
is going well for them in Ohio. Aaron is starting up new classes at the seminary in Malaysia by Zoom.
Ketly Pierre, who we have worked closely with in the Dominican Republic, has been diagnosed with breast cancer.
FBC is sending them $500 to help with the expenses of coming to the USA for treatment. Please pray for Brian and
Lynette Smith, too, who are picking up extra responsibilities while she and Vital are gone.
Kit Ripley has just received word that she has permission now to return to Thailand. She must get insurance, a negative COVID test, and stay in a hotel in Bangkok for 15 days quarantine when she arrives there before she can go to her
home in Chiang Mai.
Peter and Sarah McCurdy were able to make the move to Mexico last week. Please pray for hem in their transition.
Kim Brown successfully completed 36 years of ministry with International Ministries and retired in December. Please
pray for her as she makes her transition back to the USA.
Ruth Fox is beginning a new 2-year term with IM, continuing as the Global Coordinator of Education. She just sent us
a letter reporting on her past year of ministry.

Music Notes
Over the past several months, the FBC worship team has worked to accommodate a variety of styles that engage the diverse musical backgrounds of our congregation. Under the direction of pianist/organist Dr. Billy D.
Scott, the team continues to balance classical and traditional musical performances with elements of jazz, rock,
and pop.
We would like to thank our FBC vocal trio—Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox, and Luke W. Lockhart—and sound engineer/flautist Angeline Wong for helping to achieve this balance. It is also important to note the contributions of
our rhythm section—including percussionists Zack Mester and Ruth Fox, guitarist Ryan Salisbury, bassists Lee
Caplan and Jeff Grubbs—who have been instrumental in providing an important variety of styles and selections.
During the month of February, the FBC music team will be focusing on various renditions of African-American
spirituals in honor of Black History Month. We hope to bring in a variety of musical guests to enhance the worship experience in February, including bassist Jeff Grubbs, vocalist Rosany Lisboa, vocalist/guitarist André Cadidé, and clarinetist Luke W. Lockhart. Ultimately, the FBC worship team will strive to lift up the name of Jesus
during this Pandemic through prayer and a variety of musical expressions.

African American Read-In
February is African American Month and the month when First Baptist Church (FBC) of Pittsburgh celebrates by presenting the National African American Read-In. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the
Church will be unable to celebrate the 31st year of this presentation in the usual manner. However, we
would like to remind our readers of what the Read-In is about and why we celebrate each year.
The National African American Read-In was founded in 1989 by Dr. Jerrie Cobb Scott. Dr. Scott was a
retired professor of Urban Literacy and Director of the Reading Center at the University of Memphis.
She felt that Black children needed to see themselves in books and read stories with Black characters
in them. This event is a part of a national initiative of the Black Caucus of the National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE). Over six million readers of all ethnic groups, from 50 states, plus the District of Columbia, the West Indies, Ghana, Germany, and Australia have participated.
The Read-In was introduced to First Baptist Church in 1990 by Dr.
Ogle B. Duff (1933-2019), a member of the church and has been
presented most years since then. Dr. Duff was a professor in the
English Department at the University of Pittsburgh and a member of
the NCTE. She invited her sorority sisters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and fraternity brothers to participate in the Read-In as readers.
Dr. Duff passed in December 2019, but her memory remains an inspiration to all of us here at First Baptist to carry on the tradition.
The purpose the Read-In is to bring awareness of literary and artistic works authored by African Americans or about African Americans, to young people and adults, to embrace diversity in literature and to
encourage young people to read. The Council, in its resolution on the need for diverse children’s and
young adult books, stated that “stories matter. Lived experiences across human cultures including realities about appearance, behavior, economic circumstance, gender, national origin, social class, spiritual belief, weight, life, and thought matter.”.
Since its beginnings, community organizations, libraries, churches, bookstores, and professional organizations have hosted Read-Ins during the month of February to make literacy a significant part of
Black History Month. First Baptist Church intends to continue the tradition in the future. We wish to
thank the readers and presenters, donors, and the Committee who made the Read-In at First Baptist
Church an incredibly special event.

—Betty Batie & Shirley Powe Smith, Co-Chairs

Christian Education
Due to the pandemic, we have not been holding our traditional Sunday School classes. The young
adults are holding one on Zoom in the afternoons, facilitated by Nara Hernandez. Dr. Van Beck Hall
will begin his adult class again on February 14, distanced in the library. Nara and Cesar are also
providing Sunday School materials for William and Zach at home. Thank you !

Men’s Fellowship:.
The Men’s Fellowship is currently meeting through online Zoom meetings. Although the church is
gradually opening up, we are still holding Zoom meetings, similar to the Marys and Marthas to allow
for conversation without masks. Because we are not serving food, and our group is relatively small, it
is easier to hold conversations without masks by staying online. However, if the vaccination rates decelerate through February and COVID 19 restrictions start to be lifted within a week of our meeting,
we can reconsider this meeting format.
Just to report on the previous month, we did meet through Zoom on January 29 at 7pm to discuss our
faith walk and our tendencies to rebel against God and how God moves through history to re-establish
His authority. The Scriptures studied were Romans 14:17, I Corinthians 4:20, and Daniel 4:4-37.
Our next meeting will be Friday, February 26 at 7pm. The theme will be on how living in God’s Kingdom can transform us. Scriptures to be studied are Luke 19:1-27; Acts 8:10-13, 14:21-22, 19:8-9.
The meeting will be on Zoom and if you are a man and would like a Zoom Link to join, please email
me at chadzoll55@gmail.com.
The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB): “Iron sharpens iron, so one
man sharpens another.” The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship as well as encouragement in pursuing the purposes of Christ, and to become men after God’s own heart.
—Chad Zoll, President

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)
The Marys and the Marthas continue to meet via Zoom on the 3rd Saturday of each month,
at 10 am. This group is open to all women, and all are welcome. We sing, have devotions, pray for
each other, and just talk and "catch up" on each other's lives. It's a wonderful group -- it'll be more
fun when we can actually be in the same room, but for now, we meet virtually. If you are interested
in joining us and aren't currently receiving the notifications, please let the church secretary know, and
you will be added to the list. Our next meeting is on Saturday, February 20, at 10:00 a.m. Hope to
see lots of you there!
—Margot Quirin, President

Young Adult Group—Fireflies
Greetings! We started the year 2021 with a lot of excitement to
grow spiritually, strengthen ties within the group and carry out new
projects. During our January meetings we had a series of Bible
studies entitled “Super New Year, Super New Me”. Taking advantage of the beginning of a new year, we stopped to think about
our resolutions for the year 2021 but looking for a biblical perspective of how we can live Jesus Christ's teachings as a new creation
in Him. Our series of studies were divided into three parts: “New
Creation”, “Reconciliation” and “Ministry”, based on 2 Corinthians
5:17-18. On the last Tuesday of the month, January 26th, we had
a moment to review everything we had learned during the month. To clear up some questions we invited Pastor Chuck Fox as our special guest. In a relaxed and very edifying conversation with him we
ended our series of studies prepared for the month of January. Finally, I would like to thank our
Church for your prayers and also to inform you that our group is very excited to carry out new projects.
Go Fireflies!
—Rosany Lisboa, President

February birthdays—Congratulations!
February 3
February 4

-

Dewi Wong
Olivia Potapova

February 8 February 27 -

Luke Lockhart
Andre Cadide

February 8

-

Tex Severance
Happy birthday and may God bless you!

In Memoriam
On January 5, Elisabeth Hadinata, mother of Dewi Wong and grandmother to Angeline WongScott, died at the age of 97 at the Baptist Home in Pittsburgh. She and her husband Daniel
lived and worked in Indonesia, marrying in 1941. For several years, Elisabeth led the women’s
ministry at the Gereja Isa Almasih Church in Semarang, Indonesia, of which her husband, Daniel, was one of the founders. In Pittsburgh, Daniel and
Elisabeth formed the Indonesian Christian Fellowship
that ministered to students from the
University of Pittsburgh, Carnegie
Mellon University, and Duquesne
University. A private graveside ceremony was held on January 18.
Our thoughts and prayers are with
and for the family and all those who
loved her and were impacted by
her life.
On January 20, Chief
Master Sergeant Joseph Filloy passed away peacefully at
home with his wife, Carmen at his side. He suffered a stroke
last fall, and had just come home from rehab just 2 weeks before his death. He gave over 39 years of service to the USAF
and ANG as a Missile and Munitions Manager and as Tactical
Aircraft Manager with the 112th Tactical Fighter Group, finishing his career as Chief Master Sargeant. He was active in his
church and served in his community as a coach and mentor.
Services were held on January 27 and then a graveside ceremony was held, complete with
military honors. Our thoughts and prayers are with and for Carmen and the extended family.
Last month we recognized the death of our beloved Albert Johnson, Sr., who died on Christmas
Day. A wake was held by the family on Zoom on
January 21, and then a graveside service was
held at the Allegheny Cemetery on January 23.
A small gathering of friends and family gathered
to remark on his life and share in special remembrances. We at FBC remember him
for his involvement at the church in the
choir and on the Deacon Board. He and his wife Anne came to the
church in the 1980s and did not hesitate to invite their friends and acquaintances to the church whenever given the opportunity. He continued to come to church whenever able, even after moving into the Baptist Home. As a Colonel in the Army Reserves, he was given military
honors by an Honor Guard to commemorate his service to our country.

February FBC Calendar Highlights
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar.
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3 Feb (Wed)
7 Feb (Sun)
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14 Feb (Sun)
16 Feb (Tue)
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28 Feb (Sun)
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Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Bible Study—7:00 p. (Zoom)
Worship—11:00 am on Zoom and videoed , Deacon’s Meeting—12:30pm
Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m (Zoom),
FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.—(Zoom)
Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm
Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Worship—11:00 am —on Zoom and videoed
Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m (Zoom)
FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Marys and Marthas at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Worship—11:00 am - Zoom and videoed
Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m (Zoom)
FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Men’s Fellowship—7:00 pm
Worship—11:00 am — on Zoom and videoed
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