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Word from the Pastor—Advent 2022 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, those who dwelt in 

the land of the shadow of death, on them has a light shined.” Isaiah 9:2 

Christmas is coming again!  Some you you may be excited and some you may 

need a bit of coaxing to get into the mood. We have some wonderful activities 

coming up such as Young at Heart’s Celebration of Christmas Traditions on De-

cember 7th, the Glee Club Christmas Concert on Dec.10th, at 3 pm., the Art and 

Music Night on December 17th at 6:30 p.m., a Christmas Tea after church on 

the 18th, and the Christmas Eve Service on Dec. 24th at 6:30 p.m.  We also are 

celebrating Advent each week in our Sunday morning services at 11:00 a.m., 

enhanced by Billy D. Scott and his musicians.  And, YES, we will have worship 

on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th! 

Advent is a time of preparation and yearning to see the glory of God revealed.  

There is a feeling that there is yet “something unfulfilled” in our lives says Bishop 

Robert Barron. We still want something more. In the words of Romans 8:22 

and23, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 

pains of childbirth until the present time. Not only that, but we groan inwardly as 

we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons and daughters…” 

The ultimate redemption is when Christ finally comes and transforms the whole 

earth, but we are not there yet. There are wars and rumors of wars around the 

earth. Yet, in truth, the light of his first coming has yet to fully invade peoples’ 

lives. Jesus said, “ I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.” This is good news that this light can 

invade our broken world. 

In the midst of suffering, we yearn for good news of hope. We see the pictures of 

children learning the Christmas story and we believe there will be a day when 

the peace of Christ will enter their hearts. 

During this Christmas season, Ruth and I hope and pray that you will experience 
the peace and hope of that the first Christmas. “Do not be afraid, I bring you 
good news of great joy.... born to you this day in the city of David is Christ the 
Lord.”—Luke 2: 10 

                                                                                   Blessings, 
                                                                                   Pastor Chuck Fox 

   FBC  CONNECTIONS      
 December 2022 

Christmas Tea—Sunday, December 18th, after church! Please bring a  
                           favorite Christmas brunch-type item to share! 
Christmas Eve—Saturday, December 25th, 6:30 p.m. Family style service with  
                           carols and readings, complete with cider and cookies! 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Shirley Stanzione 

 

 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
December 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
You will receive an invi-

tation each week to 
meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer requests 
to Deacon  

Barbara Russell 
at :blrussell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
IS A CHURCH  

CONNECTED TO GOD 

Board of Deacons                                                                           

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will 
be no end,  upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it 
with judgment and justice.  From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:6-7 

We were blessed to have had two wonderful celebrations in November. First, we cele-
brated the church's founding with a God honoring worship service that praised God the 
true “founder”.  Immediately following the worship service members, families, friends, 
and attendees were treated to a wonderful catered meal. Then during dinner we recog-
nized long-time congregants with wall plaques. Some have been at the church for fifty 
years or longer. A special coaster was also gifted that commemorated the church's 210

th
 

anniversary.  Hallelujah! God is indeed good. The second event was our yearly Thanks-
giving dinner with House of Prayer.  Reverend Ida Henderson and her congregation pro-
vided us with a delicious meal. It was great fellowshipping with our sisters and brothers 
from the House of Prayer. This dinner is something that we all look forward to each 
year. We thank God for another great time for our churches to come together as one. 
 
As we enter December, let us embrace the meaning of lighting the candles on the four 
Advent Sundays.  Hope—We look backwards so that we may look forward to a better 
future. Our hope is found in Jesus Christ.  Peace—Jesus is the arrival of our peace. He 
made peace with God for us. He became our peace.  Hallelujah! God restored us to a 
state of wholeness.  Joy—It is an attitude that God’s people adopt because of God’s 
love and His promises. It is a profound decision of faith and hope in Jesus’ life and love.  
Love—The kind of love that seeks the well-being of others, even enemies, without look-
ing for anything in return. The magnitude of God’s love was revealed in the life and 
death of Jesus. 

FBC friends, we pray that each one of you will have a wonderful Christmas holiday filled 
with the hope, peace, joy, and love made available by our Wonderful Savior. May God 
bless you, and thank you for all your love and support this year. 

                                                                           —Barbara Russell 

Missions and Outreach  

December is the month in which we collect the Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering which goes to help those who have retired from the ministry and find them-
selves in difficult financial circumstances. Your gifts help out in times of crisis or medical 
need.  Please give generously.  Our goal is $500 in addition to the matching FBC gift. 

Our 210th Anniversary celebration and the joint Thanksgiving meals were both opportu-
nities for us to reach out and invite friends to join us.  Sharing these experiences with 
the House of Prayer was very special.  Many thanks to those who helped to organize 
both those events!                                                      —Ruth Fox 
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Music Notes 
As stated in previous months, the FBC music ministry strives to balance contem-
porary praise music with shades of jazz and a traditional organ/hymn repertoire. 
I would like to thank our core musicians—Petroula Zoll (vocals), Ruth Fox 
(vocals), Sarah Moyer (vocals), Dewi Wong (vocals), Nancy Bernard (vocals), 
Dr. Shirley Smith (vocals), Shirley Stanzione (vocals), Emmanuel León (bass), 
Jason Lu (guitar), and Isaiah Brown (Bongos)--for continuing to positively con-
tribute on these musical fronts. FBC also continues to recognize the contribu-
tions of guest artists Zack Mester (percussion), Steve Ippolito (percussion), Ron-
ni Weiss (vocals), and Jeff Grubbs (bass). 

For the month of December, we plan to feature a combination of FBC-based 
musicians and guest artists as we perform various arrangements for Christmas. 
These musical selections will include elements of pop, jazz, and traditional mu-
sic and will focus on the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.    

                                                                                       —Billy D. Scott 

 

Art and Music Night 
This year's FBC Art and Music Night outreach will take place on Saturday, De-
cember 17th, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. The event will feature music performances, 
songs, and poetry in the sanctuary. Following these presentations, the event will 
shift to the library where visual arts pieces will be displayed. Presentations will 
be given by the artists themselves. While Christmas themes are encouraged, 
they are not required to participate in the event. 
 

If you are interested in contributing musically to this event, please contact Direc-
tor of Music, Billy D. Scott. Similarly, if you wish to have artwork displayed, 
please talk to artistic coordinator Dewi Wong for additional details. Please invite 
friends and neighbors as we share the good news of God’s love and the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Holiday cookies and beverages will be served. 
                                                                         —Billy D. Scott and Dewi Wong 

 

Trustees Report 

I am pleased to report that several outdoor project goals were completed 
this Fall. The main Sanctuary’s exterior stonework (on the North side where 
the beatitude windows are located) underwent maintenance and preserva-
tion work. Parts of the sidewalk were repaired or replaced at the south side 
of the church. In addition, a new extension of that sidewalk was created and 
now provides easier access to our shed. And some shrubs near the inter-
section of Bayard St. and Bigelow Blvd. were replaced. 
 

As the weather becomes more winter-like, the trustees’ attention is turning 
towards interior maintenance and projects. The boiler has been turned on 
and is running effectively so far this season. However, a couple radiators 
were recently discovered to be leaking. While one has been repaired, the 
other has only been temporarily repaired and will require additional work at a 
later date.  
 

The Board of Trustees continues to evaluate options to improve building se-
curity, the heating system, and items for building preservation. Please pray 
that our work supports worship and missions within and beyond our walls 
through stewardship of our facilities and our finances. 
                                                                     - Angeline Wong Scott 



Wednesday Night Bible Study:  “The Second Advent” 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches - Revelation 3:22 (NASB 1995) 

This past week, in this season of Advent, I was saddened to see two historic churches in Allentown were holding their 
final worship services.  One of the churches, Zion Reformed United Church of Christ in Allentown, PA, was a congre-
gation that had existed even before the United States was formed.  During the Revolutionary War, the Liberty Bell 
along with 10 other bells were taken from Philadelphia and hidden in the floor of the Allentown church so the British 
would not take the bells and use the metal to make cannons.  Now the future of the building is uncertain, as well as 
the future of the Liberty Bell Museum, which is attached to the church building. 

At FBC PGH, just prior to Thanksgiving, we started reading the Book of Revelation using the guide by Bruce M. 
Metzgar, entitled “Breaking the Code.”  We were able to study the first two chapters of Revelation.  The second chap-
ter begins the letters to the churches.  The churches were located in modern day Turkey.   Just like the process the 
Allentown churches are going through right now, these churches eventually closed as well.  Many of the places 
where these churches were located are in ruins.  And yet the messages to the seven churches lives on.  The call for 
people to ‘listen’ to the message of the Spirit to the churches is not just found in Revelation.   The commands ‘those 
who have ears, to listen to the Spirit’ were also found in Jesus’ parables in Mark chapter 4 and Luke chapters 8 and 
14.   So the question is: ‘do we have ears and are we listening to the Spirit?’  So many things compete for our 
attention and can cause us to leave our Bibles in the corner and allow dust to accumulate on them, neglecting the 
Words of Scripture and, as a result, we do not hear the Spirit.  So much of society is ignoring scripture now.  How 
much different would our society be if we would open our Bibles regularly in prayer and try to listen to what the Spirit 
of the Lord has to say to us?  

One way to prevent neglect of the scriptures is through regular Bible Study.  In December, we will continue to study 
Revelation in the setting of the Second Advent.  It is fitting as Advent is not only looking at the time when Jesus came 
as a baby to begin the process of His ministry on Earth.  It is also a time when we look forward to the second coming 
of Jesus.  The theme of the second coming is in the Christmas carol “Joy to the World.”  The third verse amplifies this 
idea when we sing “He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteous-
ness.”  Let us look at the visions of Revelation with anticipation as we wait for the Second Advent.  Bible Study takes 
place regularly on Wednesdays at 7pm.                                                    —Chad Zoll 

Scout Troop Visits FBC 

Following a brief hiatus due to the pandemic, the annual Ten Commandment and World Faiths Hike re-
turned this year. The event is sponsored by the Pittsburgh Jewish Committee on Scouting and traditionally 
winds its way through Oakland following the Thanksgiving holiday. First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh has 
regularly served as one of the event's stops in past years. 
 

I have served as the speaker at FBC since 2013. I look forward to the Scouts’ visit every year. Hosting 
them always brings me great joy. This year, about 100 scouts and family members attended the event. At 
FBC, I led a brief discussion about Commandments VIII, IX, and X. I also explained how Baptists helped 
shape the 1st Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America. The visit wrapped up with 
some Q&A about Baptists or FBC, and a few people peeking at our Baptismal on their way out. 
 

                                                                                                               — Angeline Wong-Scott 

 
Decorating for Christmas! 

 
We had a wonderful 
time after church on 
Sunday, November 
27th, decorating for 
Christmas!  Thanks 

to everyone who 
helped! 



 Catching up with Stephen Blum 

This past month has seen changes and new experiences. It began with a new event on Sunday evenings where students and 
young adults can come, enjoy a meal, and de-stress from the week (we have not officially named it yet, but if you have an 
idea, I'd love to hear it). This event has been a wonderful time of growth and conversation with each other, and we have a few 
new students who are showing interest in attending! 
 

The second new experience was our Friendsgiving Potluck. I would like to thank you all for your prayers, 
support, and presence, all of which helped to make the event a success. Thank you also to those who 
were not able to make it in person, but showed their support through generous, financial gifts! While we 
only had four students attend, they felt warmly welcomed, and that means the world to them and to me. 
Because of you, the new students are planning to come to our Sunday evening gathering which will give 
us more opportunities to invite them to the church service in the morning, so thank you! 
 
These next three weeks are going to be filled with stress for the students as they are the last weeks of 
classes and finals week. We are planning to give out care packages to students to let them know they are 
not alone in this hectic time. If you would like to help, we would appreciate it if you could do anything on the list below: 

  
• Purchase 100 each of the following:  

             single serve snacks (chips, granola bars, etc.) 
             single serve instant coffee packets 
             packages of gum 
             paper lunch bags 
             treat bags with twist ties for cookies 
• Write encouraging notes and prayers on note cards.  
• Bake cookies and assemble bags on Dec. 6th (6:30-8:30 pm). 

 

THANK YOUS! 
 
Words cannot adequately express my sincere thanks for the HEAPS of blessings you all showered upon me, both 
for my certification examination council and the celebration you gave me the week afterwards! I was overwhelmed 
by your gift of PRESENCE at the examination council, your gift of PRAYER in your blessing and dedication, your 
gift of ENCOURAGEMENT in the beautiful cards of congratulations and affirmations, and your gift of GENEROSI-
TY in the gifts of cake, flowers, books, and money. THANK YOU! It is good to be surrounded by such a cloud of 
witnesses, and I pray that in this “new” ministry, I can be a blessing to others as you have blessed me. TO GOD 
BE THE GLORY!                                                                         
                                                                                                     Love and blessings,     
                                                                                                     Minister Petroula 

 
                                   

 
                                                                                                         
                                                                                                  
 

 

Many thanks to all of you for remembering me on the 5th anniversary of my coming to First Baptist 
Church of Pittsburgh!  It’s hard to believe that it’s been 5 years already!  Each year, you have kindly en-
couraged and supported me, and in particular, you have always taken the time to acknowledge me on 
Pastor Appreciation Sunday with a card and gift. I truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity.   
                                                                                                                      Many blessings, 
                                                                                                                      Pastor Chuck  

 

From our missionaries~ 

We have also received thank-yous from missionaries Kit Ripley, the Osterbrocks, Luke Beaver, Ketly and Vital 
Pierre, Brian and Lynette Smith, Pastor Moises and Sarah McCurdy for the ways in which we have supported 
them throughout the past year.  Thank you, FBC, for your support of these global servants who are our hands and 
feet in the world! 



 

 

Men’s Fellowship:    Movie Night, “God’s Not Dead”—Friday, Dec 2nd, 7pm 

But, sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts-, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.   -1 Peter 3:15 (NASB 1995) 

During the holidays, the Men’s Fellowship combines the November and December meetings in order to meet at a 
time in early December that won’t conflict with holiday weekends. We will meet on Friday, December 2nd at 7pm.  
Earlier this year, we had a movie night where we watched the third part of the “God’s Not Dead” trilogy, “A Light in 
the Darkness.”  As we viewed the movie, I came to the realization that a few people may have never seen the first 
part of “God’s Not Dead.”  The first movie focused on the Youth Pastor that was featured in the third movie, but in 
the period of time before he became a Youth Pastor.  You will see several people who are questioning if God is real.  
The movie presents several arguments for the existence of God using secular sources.  Come and be inspired and 
gain knowledge about some the arguments for God’s existence.   

There will be pizza and snacks and a time of fellowship. I will also show a clip from the 1980’s sitcom “Family Ties” 
that also questioned the existence of God publicly.  It should be a great time of discussion and fellowship. Bring a 
friend! 

                                                                                                                                 —Chad Zoll   

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship) 

We thank God for a gathering at the Church’s library, with zoom for our 
members who were not able to join us in person. Thanks to Ruth Fox for set-
ting the zoom up for us. Angeline Wong led the devotions with passages 

from Psalm 100 and Philippians 4:4-7.  
 
We prayed for our families, friends, and 
people within our congregation, in 
thanksgiving and petitions for protection and health concerns. Our 
Christmas meeting will be on Saturday, December 17, at 10:00 am, 
at Margot Quirin’s home. We’ll have a gift exchange of up to $10.  All 
ladies are welcome. 

                                                                                                                —Dewi Wong 
Young at Heart 
We were blessed at our November meeting by a visit from  Christina Lagnese and Alina Harbourne 
from JFCS who shared with us about the work being done by their organization and others to help 

refugees and immigrants in our city. Their presentation was both 
informative and inspiring!   
 

Our December meeting will take place on December 7 at 11:30 
a.m.  Out theme is “Celebrating Christmas Traditions.”  We will en-
joy a “Christmas brunch” together and then enjoy time together 
singing carols, sharing personal Christmas stories and traditions, and playing a 

Christmas trivia game.  Please join us for this special time of sharing and fellowship as we look forward together to 
Christmas.  If you have a special Christmas poem, song, scripture, or reading that you would like to share, please 
let Ruth Fox know. 
                                                                                                                                      —-Ruth Fox                                                                                                   

Holiday Concert     
 

You are invited to attend the annual concert put on at FBC by the Pitt Men’s Glee 
Club on Saturday, December 10th at 3 p.m.  This year, the Glee Club is joined by 
the Women’s Choral Ensemble.  If you sign up by December 4 at the church or let 
Ruth Fox know (ruthiefox@gmail.com), you may come to the concert for free!  In ad-
dition to hearing some of your favorite Christmas music, this year Richard Teaster, 
Director of the Glee Club (and formerly our Music Director), has written an original 
piece, “Magnificat,” which will premiere at this time.  There will be a reception follow-
ing the concert to which you are also invited. (If you miss the deadline of Dec. 4, you 
may order a ticket on line for $10.)   



  

December Birthdays 

Dec 7      Ronald Perry                 Dec 20     Jason Lu 
Dec 9      Mark Grainger               Dec 21      Ezekiel Steiner 
Dec 14    Brittney Steiner              Dec. 23    Billy D. Scott 
Dec 17    Gary Luncher                 Dec, 23    Maria Potapova 
Dec 18    Angeline Wong-Scott     Dec. 31    Kira Mykhayliv 

Fireflies (Young Adults) 

 
We continued celebrations in November with Nara’s birthday (Fireflies’ official anniversary) and 
our church’s 210th Anniversary! THANK YOU, GOD!  It is easy to fly past these occasions and 
not savor the blessings God has given to us! 210 years! WOW! Another year as a young adult 
group,with Firefly friends gathering on Tuesday and Sunday nights when they could be anywhere 
else. AWESOME! A friend from Welcome Week joining us for a Sunday night gathering! WON-
DERFUL! A Firefly receiving a Bible and learning how to pray! AMAZING! PRAISE GOD! LORD, 
help us to be faithful with what You have given us and be faithful to whom You have sent us! 
 
The Fireflies continue their Bible study, Christian Foundations, delving into topics such as God, 
sin, the Bible (what is it and how to read it), heaven, hell, and eternal life. Future topics are: “What 
is Christmas?” and “Who is Jesus?” Our guiding memory verse is from 2 Corinthians 4:6 - “For 
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.” Pray that God 
increases His knowledge in us! 
 
Give the GIFT OF PRESENCE: As we head into December, why not give the gift of your pres-
ence? Your presence is a PRESENT! Host a meal, join us for a game of pickleball, and/or be-
friend students at our outreach events. Be a light! Light it up!                         —Petroula Zoll 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Remember these dates! 
December 10 —    Pitt Men’s Glee Club and Women’s Choral Ensemble concert – 3 p.m. 

December 17 —    Art and Music Night at FBC—6:30 p.m. 
December 18 —    Christmas Tea after worship 
December 24 —    Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 p.m. 
December 25 —    Celebrating the birth of Jesus!  11:00 a.m. Have a blessed Christmas! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.fbcpgh.org  
Phone:  412-621-0500 

E-mail:  office@fbcpgh.org  

December Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar        

                

• 2      Dec.  (Fri)              Men’s Fellowship—7:00 pm 
•                                                          FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.   
• 4     Dec    (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 am 
•                                                           Worship—11:00 a.m. 
•                                                           Deacons Meeting—12:30 
• 6     Dec   (Tue)              Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
•                                                           FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.                                                              
•  7     Dec   (Wed)             Young at Heart Luncheon—11:30 am      
•                 Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 10    Dec    (Sat)               PMGC & Women’s Chorale Concert—3:00 pm 
• 11    Dec   (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m 
•                   Worship—11:00 am  
• 13 Dec  (Tue)               Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                 FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
                 Trustee Meeting—7:30pm 
• 14    Dec   (Wed)                           Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 17    Dec   (Sat)                              Marys & Marthas  - 10:00 am. 
•                  Art and Music Night—6:30 pm 
• 18    Dec. (Sun)               Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
•                   Worship—11:00 am,  
•                                   Christmas Tea—12:00 pm 
• 20 Dec   (Tue)               Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
                 FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 21    Dec  (Wed)                           Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)   
• 24   Dec   (Sat)              Christmas eve Service—6:30 pm 
• 25   Dec   (Sun)              Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                 Worship—11:00 am 
  
 
 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

