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From the Pastor             
How Then Shall We Respond? 

 

I took a walk on the Roaring Run Trail recently while I was on vacation.  Lo-

cated in the beautiful woods of Southwest, Pennsylvania, the trail follows 

Roaring Run Creek, a wilderness trout stream.  The stream is formed by nu-

merous springs high up in the mountains near the summit of Laurel Ridge.  It 

is very clean and unpolluted.  While in the woods, one can find undisturbed 

beauty and silence, a welcome retreat from a complicated and frightening 

world.  If only one could build a mountain log cabin there and escape! 

 

One might feel that way when one takes a look at the world around us.  Not 

only are we dealing with a global pandemic, but we have been confronted  by 

other issues closer to home, as well.  Our country has been reeling from pro-

tests related to the miscarriage of justice evidenced in the recent untimely 

and unwarranted deaths of several black people in our country at the hands 

of the police or others with racial bias. Ahbaud Arbery, an unarmed 25-year-

old black man was fatally shot by two white men while jogging in Brunswick, 

Georgia in February of this year.  Breonna Taylor, an African-American EMT, 

was shot 8 times as the police mistakenly raided her apartment for drugs in 

Louisville, Kentucky in March.  George Floyd, a black American man died in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, on May 25th by asphyxiation when the police knelt 

on his neck, causing suffocation and death.   

 

Our hearts are broken as we view these unnecessary deaths of people of 

color.  I recognize that for my brothers and sisters of color, revelation of these 

deaths is but a reminder of the ongoing struggle for racial justice in our coun-

try.  These deaths are also a reminder of the pervasiveness of sin.  We have 

a bloody history of racially motivated violence in the USA which continues to 

this day.  I pray for peace and justice.  Also, I want to repent of my failure to 

be more involved in finding solutions.  I commit to ongoing awareness of 

these issues and also resolve to join with others to seek equal justice for all. 

 

It is important for us at the First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh to model recon-

ciliation with and love to others as taught in the New Testament which serve 

as a signpost pointing to the future reality of God’s Kingdom. 
 

       Blessings, 

                                                            Pastor Chuck 

 
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
[a]

 with your God.”   

Micah 6:8 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%206%3A8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22657a
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FBC  PHONE 

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in August 
7:00 p.m.—7:40 p.m. 

 
You will receive an 

invitation each week 
to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      

Deacon News       

                                                    

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all com-
fort,  who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 
God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so 
our consolation also abounds through Christ.” 2 Cor. 3-5 

Grace and peace to you all. Where has the time gone? Already we are into 

the second half of the year. We pray that these next five months will be far 

less bumpy, but God has been merciful. Our small church family is intact. 

There have been no deaths, and we remain on solid financial footing. Reflect 

on the fact that a baby was born, children passed from middle school to high 

school, and several young adults finished colleges with advance degrees.  

The building still stands. We are even blessed to have an engagement in the 

congregation.  As for the Deacons, we are delighted to welcome Shirley Stan-

zione as a new member of our Board, having been voted in at the annual 

meeting at the end of June. 

We are grateful to God for His care over us at FBC during the last tumultuous 

months. Hallelujah!! God is good! It not easy. Yet, we remain together as fam-

ily. 

Yes, we have been supported and comforted by God. He has brought us 

through the Covid-19 pandemic. Let’s spread that comfort around. There are 

many individuals, families, and groups both inside and outside of FBC that 

need that spilling-over comfort that we have received from God. Consolation 

can take on many forms, such as loving, helping, caring, supporting, feeding, 

etc. Speaking just the right word or information in season, in wisdom, in love 

can be extremely transformational. As Christians what we have inside of us to 

share is very much needed in the world today. 

Sadly, we are living in a divided nation. There are divisions on many levels – 

medically, culturally, and spiritually to name a few. Spiritual division is the 

most significant division. Unfortunately, we are not on the same page as our 

God. I pray that the next five months will be the beginning of a reset for this 

entire nation, and for all of us spiritually. It will be a time to decide if we want 

to be one nation under God, or if we want to be a divided nation apart from 

God. 

But God! Because of Jesus there is limitless hope. If you have the opportuni-

ty, please read 2 Chronicles 15. It speaks to this generation. 

God bless each of you. 

 

                                                              —  Deacons 

 

                    

 



  

Trustee Board Report 
The board elected its officers for the 2020-21 congregational year. 
They are: President- Van Beck Hall, Vice President—Angeline Wong, 
Secretary—Chad Zoll and Controller—Casey Gnage. The board is al-
so overseeing a few summer projects. The radiator in the library has 
been replaced and work will soon begin on removing trip hazards from 
our exterior sidewalks. Contractors will be working to repair wind dam-
age to the high roof, for which we have already received payment from 
our insurance company. They will also replace the elbow to the gutter 
for which we will receive partial funding from the PHLF. Our sanctuary 
service, with social distancing seems to be working well and our out-
door activities after services have also been successful. With God’s 
help we will weather the pandemic and continue our 208 year mission 
to the city of Pittsburgh! 
                                                           —  Trustees 

Christian Education News 

This summer has proven to be interesting, to say the least, in so many 

ways!  COVID19 may have prevented many activities, but our Chris-

tian Education programs have continued, even while morphing and 

changing a bit to accommodate the situation.  We were unable to hold 

our classes between the end of March and the end of May.  Once we 

began to gather again at the church again, responsibly, on June 7, we 

also have been able to hold “distanced” Sunday School classes. 

Dr. Van Beck Hall has faithfully continued to teach an adult Sunday 

School class, with Tex Severance substituting for him when neces-

sary.  Deacon Steve Hernandez also has continued his class, and has 

welcomed members of Deacon Barbara Russell’s class as they are 

able to attend.  John Knox will be the teacher of this class for the next 

several months, following the curriculum from “Celebrate Recovery.”  

Thank you, John, for being willing to lead in this way. 

Gidget Severance has welcomed Nara Hernandez to be the teacher of 

the children’s class for the summer, and we are grateful that Nara has 

felt called to this summer ministry.  She has been doing a great job 

with the Zoll boys!  Thank you, Nara!   

The Wednesday night Bible studies have continued with Pastor Chuck 

who focused on the Book of Acts.  Chad Zoll has now resumed teach-

ing from the Gospel of John (see the separate article on the Bible 

Study).  These sessions have been held both in person and on Zoom 

so that anyone can attend, even if they feel unable to return to the 

church due to the corona virus. (See the article on the Bible Study for 

more information.) 

 

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 

 Casey  Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Vincent Johnson 

 Angeline Wong 

 Chad Zoll                                         

 Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

 

Please send your donations 

and pledges to: 

Secretary/Controller 
First Baptist Church Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15212 
 



Mission and Outreach 

Our efforts to DO mission have been hindered by the effects of the corona virus gripping our nation 

and our world.  It is difficult to plan for mission trips or even local mission activities in the midst of this 

pandemic.  We continue to pray for opportunities to serve others, both here and abroad. 

In June, we supported those most affected by COVID19 through our giving to the One Great Hour of 

Sharing, one of the 4 special offerings we take up throughout the year to support the mission outreach 

of the American Baptist Churches, USA.  This year, we were able to contribute $791.00 towards this 

offering.  Our church matches up to $500, so our total amount came to $1,291.00.   

Please pray for our missionaries around the world.  

They are facing very difficult circumstances includ-

ing, in some cases, an inability to get back to the 

USA or back to their country of service.  The Smiths 

and McCurdys have both been given new country 

ministry assignments, but they can’t get to them!  Kit Ripley is stuck 

in the States because Thailand won’t permit people back yet.  Ketly 

and Vital Pierre are in the Dominican Republic under lockdown, 

and Ketly recently had pneumonia.  The Osterbrocks have just re-

turned to the States after months of not being able to get from 

Singapore, where they were visiting Valerie’s parents right be-

fore the pandemic, back to their home in Malaysia.  Valerie is 

due baby #4, and they made the decision to return to the States 

on a special flight they were able to get about a month ago.  

Moises is in the Philippines doing what he can to help those in greatest need.  

We sent $500 to help him purchase rice for $30 families.   Kim Brown is in Thailand, but 

is supposed to retire in December.  It is unclear if she will be able to travel back here at 

that time, and she has underlying health issues that may make that particularly difficult.  

All these missionaries, and I (Ruth Fox) covet your prayers for wisdom and direction for 

the days ahead.  

Locally, we hope to be able to begin a Celebrate Recovery program for those struggling with addic-

tions and hurt, but at this point, it is unclear when something like that can be initiated, given the cur-

rent situation.  John Knox is currently teaching the Celebrate Recovery curriculum in the hopes that it 

will help to prepare him and Pastor Chuck Fox at a later date to lead a group that is open to the wider 

Pittsburgh community. 

Pastor Chuck and the Men’s Fellowship are trying a “new thing” on Saturday, August 1, as they have 

their first Men’s Pancake Breakfast, beginning at 9 a.m.  John Knox will be sharing his testimony at 

10:00 a.m.  It is hoped that other men from the community will be able to attend these gatherings as a 

form of outreach. 



 

 

Music Notes 
 
We have been so grateful for the music  program of our church under the 
leadership of Dr. Billy D. Scott, our new Director of Music Ministry, as of July 
1st.  Over the past few months, with the technological help of Angeline 
Wong, we have been able to continue to incorporate music into our worship 
services, both during our time “away” from the church building, and once 
again as we have regathered in the building.  
 
We give thanks for those within our church fellowship who continue to offer 
their gifts of music to the glory of God, and enhance our services in so doing.  In addition to Billy D. 
Scott, we thank Angeline Wong, Petroula Zoll, Luke Lockhart, Ruth Fox, Rosany Lisboa, and An-
dré Cadidé for sharing vocally and on various instruments.  Additionally,  Zachary Mester has 
been playing our new cajón (drum box) and Ryan Salisbury has been on guitar.  
 
Let us continue to make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 
 
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast— August 1 at 9am 
 
Normally at the end of July, the American Baptist Men of Pennsylvania and     

Delaware hold a retreat.  However, this year, the retreat has been postponed  

until July in 2021 because of Pandemic restrictions, and overall uncertainty re-

garding COVID 19. This change of plans presented us with an opportunity for 

something new. The Men’s  Fellowship of First Baptist Church will hold a 

Men’s Breakfast and devotional on a  Saturday, August 1st at 9am. This op-

portunity will allow those who can’t come on Friday nights to be able to participate on a Saturday 

daytime.  Plus, a Saturday morning may give an opportunity to invite other men to come and fel-

lowship.   

To help maintain COVID restrictions, we do plan to have breakfast outside the church and will only 

use circle tables with people across from each other which should satisfy the 6 foot distance that is 

recommended by the CDC.  If it does rain, we will hold breakfast inside in the Side Hall where we 

can open windows to keep the outside air flowing.   

Breakfast is planned for Saturday, August 1st beginning at 9 am with breakfast being served at 

9:30 am.  There will be a devotional time, led by John Knox at 10 am.  The event is scheduled to 

last for two hours.  

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron sharpens iron, so 

one man sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship as well as 

encouragement in pursuing the purposes of Christ — to become men after God’s own heart. 

Later in August, we are also planning to hold a Movie Night on August 28 at 7pm.  We are plan-

ning to review the film, “I Can Only Imagine.”  We will try to hold this event outside as well.   

 

 



Bible Study: Return to the Gospel of John 

Throughout June, Pastor Chuck Fox has been going through events in the Book of Acts to highlight 

the work of the Holy Spirit since Pentecost was the last Sunday of May.  Oftentimes, people refer to 

the book of Acts as the “Acts of the Holy Spirit” instead of its original name, “Acts of the Apostles.”  

Some passages that were highlighted in June included Acts 1:6-8 where we explored that Jesus 

may say no to our questions, but we are to do what Jesus wants us to do and Jesus will give us the 

power to do it.  We then looked at Acts 10 and the meeting with Cornelius and Peter as well as Pe-

ter's dream about unclean animals and how God makes them clean and the idea of Gentiles being 

welcomed into the fellowship and receiving the Holy Spirit.  We then turned to Act 16 as we looked 

at three people who did not know Christ and their interaction with Paul and Silas.  We note that God 

will reach out to a wide variety of people, including a fairly wealthy woman, a slave girl, and a jailer.   

In July, Pastor Fox continued to highlight lessons from the book of Acts for the first couple of weeks 

in July.  We transitioned from the book of Acts to returning to the Gospel of John, beginning with a 

summary of the Gospel of John from Chapter 5-9.  We paid highlighted how Jesus made claims 

about God being His father and how the Pharisees and religious leaders responded in John 5:18 

(NIV): “For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but 

he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.”   

Specifically, we examined the claims of Christ and how He claimed and did His father’s work.  We 

also see a delineation of the Trinity in 5:17-36, including that the Son can do nothing apart from the 

Father, and the Father judges no one but has entrusted all judgments of people to the Son.  Jesus 

also claimed to be the “Bread from Heaven” (verse 6:33), “Rivers of living waters” in chapter 7:37-

39 as related to the release of the Holy Spirit, once Jesus was glorified.   

We ended July as we looked at Jesus’ “I am” statements in Chapters 9 and 10.  Jesus is the “Son 

of Man (9:35-37), the gate (10:1), and the good shepherd.  We also explored the issues of our 

senses to understand Christ.  It included vision in Chapter 9, spiritual versus physical blindness and 

in Chapter 10 the sense of hearing in that we recognize the Lord’s voice and that His own knows 

Jesus’ voice.  

In August, we will continue to study the Gospel of John and the miracles and signs as well as Je-

sus’ claims and the response to those claims of Messiah, Son of God.  Join us Wednesday nights 

at 7 pm, in person or on Zoom.  If you would like the link to Zoom video conference meetings, 

please email Ruth Fox or myself, and we will add you to the Bible Study Zoom Meeting list.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Prayers for William Zoll’s surgery—He came through like a champion!  Praise God! 

 

 

 



  

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
 

The Marys and the Marthas have skipped a few meetings due to the Pan-

demic, but we decided to try to do the June and July meetings via 

Zoom.  It turned out well. No point in being in the same room if we have 

to wear marks and keep 6 feet apart  -- and not eat together!  But with 

Zoom we can still sing together and pray together and talk about what is 

bothering us.  It's always a wonderful time to share with our sister-

hood.  Our next meeting is on Zoom on Saturday, August 15, at 10 a.m. The group is open to 

all women, not just church members.  As long as you are a believer in Our Lord, we welcome 

you.  If you are interested in attending but haven't been receiving the emails from us, please 

call the church with your contact information and we'll get you on the list.  We Hope to “see” 

lots of you at this month’s meeting on the 15th!  

 

Farewell 
 
It was with great regret that we had to say “good-bye” at church on 
July 19, to our dear FBC friend and brother, Allan Felix, who has 
now moved to Texas with his son.  Allan joined our church last 
year, and we have been privileged to watch him grow in his faith 
and service to God.  He was always able to be counted on to help 
set up for our Sunday School classes, as well as the Sunday morn-
ing coffee hours.  He is missed already!   
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August FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

   1    Aug (Sat)                Men’s Breakfast—9 a.m.—Program at 10:00 a.m. 
   2    Aug   (Sun)            Worship—11:00 a.m– at church and videoed   
   4    Aug   (Tue)             FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   5    Aug    (Wed)          Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
   6    Aug   (Thur)           Women’s  “Coffee” hour—20:30 a.m. (Zoom) 
   9    Aug   (Sun)             Worship —11:00 a.m.—at church and videoed—Deacon’s meeting  - 12:30 p.m. 
  11   Aug   (Tue)             FBC Prayer Meeting — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
  11   Aug   (Tue)             Trustee Meeting—7:30.p.m. 
  12  Aug   (Wed)            Bible Study — 7:00 p.m.—at church and on Zoom 
  13  Aug   (Thur)            Women’s “Coffee” hour —10:30 a.m. (Zoom) 
  15  Aug   (Sat)               Marys and Marthas at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
  16  Aug   (Sun)             Worship—11:00 am  -  at church and videoed  
  18  Aug  (Tues)            FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
  19  Aug  ( Wed)           Bible Study—7:00 p.m.—at church and on Zoom 
  20  Aug (Thurs)          Women’s  “Coffee” hour—10:30 a.m. (Zoom) 
  23   Aug (Sun)             Worship—11:00 am  - at church and videoed ;  
  25   Aug  (Tue)            FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m.—(Zoom) 
 26   Aug  (Wed)           Bible Study—7:00 p.m.   - at church and on Zoom 
 27   Aug  (Thur)           Women’s  “Coffee” hour—10:30 a.m. (Zoom) 
 28   Aug (Fri)                Men’s Fellowship—7 p.m. 
 30   Aug (Sun)             Worship—11:00 am  - at church and videoed ;  
 
  

   

                                                                       

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

