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Word  from the Pastor 
 

August is a month of new beginnings in Oakland.  School begins at the University of 
Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon, as well as at schools throughout Pittsburgh. In late 
August, we are planning to be involved in outreach to students who come from the 
US and internationals on the campus from around the world. Please pray for our 
mission to students. We are excited to see what God will do with our new staff mem-
ber, Stephen Blum,  and the Fireflies. It is our desire that our efforts would receive  
God’s mercy this fall season as we  venture out in faith. 

                        “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of  
                                         what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1  
 
The challenge is getting over  the idea that young people will just show up at our 
church. Instead, we must do our part and leave the walls of our church to reach out 
to  them, praying  for insight and strength to keep on with the task. So, among other 
things, I know I will have the opportunity to  work with my outdoor pizza oven this 
fall!  What will you do? 

The Fireflies have formed strong bonds as a young adult group, and we are grateful 
to Petroula Zoll, Nara Hernandez, and Isaiah Brown for providing the leadership for 
this group this year.  In addition to their weekly Tuesday night meetings, they also 
do fun things together.  This month included a day trip to Niagara Falls! 

Stephen Blum, our new Campus Ministry Outreach  Coordinator, went to an under-
graduate Christian college in Indiana and then recently returned from two and a half 
years of teaching English in China. He is interested in learning about and interacting 
with people of different cultural backgrounds.  We affirm and are grateful that he is 
in the right place as he serves with us at FBC Pittsburgh. He is getting support from 
our church and has to raise an equal amount of his own additional support through 
friends and other contacts.  Please pray for him in this process. 

We also continue to pray for new families to join our church.  As they begin to come , 
bringing their children, we need to be ready to  receive them and minister to the 
needs of the entire family.  If you would be willing to help with our children’s minis-

try focus, please speak to Ruth Fox, our Christian Education Advocate.  The primary 
need at this time is for care for the youngest children during the worship service.  As 
we gear up for the fall, it is our hope to strengthen our ministry in this area, as well. 
 
Let us join together in prayer for our church fellowship as we continue to pursue our 
mission and vision to transform lives through faith in the risen Christ.  May we be 
bold to initiate, inform, invest, and invite others to  join us in this journey of faith! 
 
                                                                                         Grace and peace, 
                                                                                         Pastor Chuck Fox 
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• Steven Hernandez 

• Shirley Stanzione 

 

 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
August 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 
You will receive an invi-

tation each week to 
meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer requests 
to Deacon  

Barbara Russell 
at :blrussell2@verizon.net 

A CHURCH IN PRAYER                      
is A CHURCH  

CONNECTED TO GOD 

Board of Deacons 

“Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his 

servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now 

ready.’ .... So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master 

of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 

the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’  And the 

servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the mas-

ter said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 

in, that my house may be filled.’ ” Luke 14:16-17; 21-23 

Happy August!  Last month I asked you to be ready to jump in with open hearts, hands 

and feet for a  month overflowing with evangelistic outreach. You answered the call. We 

housed  and  interacted with three evangelistic teams from Michigan -  Rockpointe High 

School, Rockpointe Middle School, and the Rockpointe Church College groups. Thank you 

for your commitment, your continued investment of time, and your financial support as we 

shared with them in their outreaches.  The food, the cooking, the cleaning, the bedding, 

etc., were greatly appreciated by the teams. Thanks, everybody! 

We teamed up with Evangelist LaReice Carr of Sister to Sister Ministries. She provided 

training and oversight in street ministry to all of us at the Fireflies weekly meeting. The next 

day,  FBC and Rockpointe HS hit the heart of East Liberty with "May I pray for you?" pray-

er teams. We had signs, banners, pom poms, t-shirts, and most importantly we had faith in 

God. What a blessing!  We were able to pray for forty-three people in approximately an 

hour, and one man accepted Jesus. We all were overflowing with love and excitement! It's 

true that as we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, lives are impacted and changed, begin-

ning with us!! 

At the following Sunday worship service, we were treated to two music selections by the 

Rockpointe Middle School students. We enjoyed both selections, but thoroughly participat-

ed with singing and hand movements to "Big House" (Audio Adrenalin). Having all the 

young people in the service definitely raised the energy level.  Thank you, Pastor Chuck, 

for inviting this group. It was a blessing as we left the comfort of the church and went "out 

into the highways and hedges" to convey the love of Christ. 

Please continue to pray for our sick, those experiencing difficulties, and for those alone. 

Pray for our nation and its leaders. 

                                                                          Grace and peace, 

                                                                          Deacon Barbara Russell 

Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator 

Thank you all for your continued prayers and support during this past month of intensive 
training. It has felt like trying to drink from a firehose at times, but it has also been a fruitful 
time of growth. As we continue to plan for the coming month and the arrival of students, I 
hope that you all will be just as excited to welcome the students as you have been in wel-
coming the new people whom God has brought to us these past few weeks. 
 
Things to pray for:   

 
• Continued clarity for events during Welcome Week starting August 20 
• Strength and courage for the students who will be stepping into a new  
• chapter of their lives 
• That we would be faithful to follow God’s call in everything we do. 
• Everything is being redeemed by God, including you! 
                                                                                                                       
                                                             —  Stephen Blum 



  

FBC Trustees 
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Board of Trustees 

This past month, two issues involving water were addressed. A clogged pipe pre-

vented proper drainage of water from an air conditioner condenser. This caused 

a leak in the ceiling on the second floor outside the conference room. The clog 

was removed and there have been no more issues with leaks. 

 

In early July, the hot water tank in the downstairs kitchen failed. It leaked and 

could not be repaired. This left the dishwasher unusable. It was also responsible 

for the loss of water pressure at faucets served by this tank. The cold water in 

the kitchen, which supplies water to the tank, also had to be shut off until the tank 

could be replaced. Praise the Lord that we were able to quickly have a new hot 

water tank installed. This was important since groups visiting from Rockpointe 

Church in Michigan needed to use the kitchen and dishwasher to prepare and 

clean up after meals. 

Other bits of news: 

• Mid-year giving statements have been mailed. If you have not received 

yours, please email office@fbcpgh.org or call the church at 412-621-0500. 

• We have a new landscaper, who will also handle snow removal during the 

winter months. 

• Last month, our janitor was ill. We thank everyone who helped to keep our 

church clean while he recuperated, especially since the church was in higher 

use than usual. 

The Board of Trustees continues to focus on several outdoor projects and to 

evaluate the heating system and other items for building preservation. Please 

pray for us and the work that we do to support worship and missions within and 

beyond our walls through stewardship of our facilities and of our finances. 

                                                                                                 —Angeline Wong-Scott 

 

Music Notes 

The FBC music team during July had the privilege of featuring several vocalists 

and musicians from our own congregation. Shirley Stanzione sang a touching 

rendition of Chris Tomlin’s “How Great is our God.” Sarah Moyer delivered an 

upbeat and inspiring performance of Robin Mark’s “Days of Elijah.” Emmanuel 

Leon also continues to lend his talents on bass guitar. FBC would like to thank 

Petroula Zoll, Dewi Wong, Ruth Fox, and Rev. Charles Fox for providing a con-

sistent level of professionalism and skill during congregational singing. We also 

thank our guest musicians—Elyse Louise (saxophone), Ryan Salisbury (guitar), 

Zack Mester (percussion), Dr. Aaron Johnson (trombone), and Jeff Grubbs 

(acoustic bass)—for giving our worship an elevated sense of groove, rhythm, and 

blues. During the month of August, the FBC music ministry will continue to pro-

vide a well-balanced presentation of traditional, contemporary, and jazz-based 

gospel selections. 

                                                                  —Billy D. Scott 



Christian Education 

Our Christian Education programs continue with three adult classes and one children’s class.  Our 

Sunday School kick-off will be on September 4th.  If you are not currently in a class, please come 

to our special 10:00 a.m. event and learn about what’s being offered by our very fine Bible study 

teachers.  And don’t hesitate to invite a friend!   

We are in need of some people to help work with the youngest members of our fellowship during the 

worship service.  If interested, please speak to Ruth Fox. 
 

Mission and Outreach 
 

News from Our Partners in Mission 

Prism Garage Giveaway: 

Saturday, August 20, 2022 will be PRISM's Annual Garage Giveaway.  

We are collecting gently used donations of small furniture, kitchen wares, small appliances, and other 

household items the week of August 16-18, and distributing them to new international students 

on Saturday, August 20.  

We need both Donations and Volunteers to make this event a success! Will you help out? 
           Visit our website: www.pghcommission.org/garage-giveway for a list of items we are looking for and for 
           Volunteer Sign Ups. Setup volunteers needed August 16-18 and many Extra Hands are needed on  
           Garage Giveaway Day, Saturday, August 20.  Contact Bernadette with any questions  
           (bernadette@prismpgh.org) . 
 

Church Without Walls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Week—August 22-26 

As we prepare for students coming to the university campuses, we hope to have some specific outreach activities to 

help them know that we are here and ready to welcome them to our church.  Please be ready to support the plans 

as they unfold.  Stay tuned! 

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc39462b8-49f8-446c-9153-c3edf7d8893c/8cb335ff-5833-4519-8e1d-cc2d90d1f689
https://default.salsalabs.org/Ta3b98dde-2145-4b6e-9a73-7dcfccf26a50/8cb335ff-5833-4519-8e1d-cc2d90d1f689


Wednesday Night Bible Study:  

                                                                     No One Knows the Time 

Jesus Speaking: “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on your guard! Be alert! You do not know when that 

time will come.” Mark 13:32-33  

 
Throughout July, we have been studying Mark Chapter 13 which contains Jesus’ prophecy of the end times. The 
topic of end times prophecy has caught people’s attention throughout history and has often tempted people to set a 
time when to expect Christ’s return even though Christ himself does not set a time frame. What is it about the end 
times that captures our imagination? There have been several book series that attempt to imagine what the end 
times will look like based on these prophecies. Several books of the Bible broach the topic, including the Gospels, 
Old Testament Books of Daniel and Ezekiel and other New Testament books including some of Paul’s writings such 
as his letter to the Thessalonians and the last book of the Bible written by John, “Revelation.” 
 
Scripture is God-inspired and meant to encourage us to look for God and to look forward to a time when our rela-
tionship with God will be fully restored. We yearn for God to heal all the ills of the world. Jesus sums up his teaching 
on the prophecy of end times by warning us to be on guard. Be alert! How do we stay alert? We continually study 
God’s word and meet with God’s people to encourage each other as we see the day approaching and pray. 
(Hebrews 10:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11) 
 
So let us keep encouraging each other in the studying of God’s word on Wednesday nights. The Bible Study begins 
at 7pm with a time of fellowship and food at 6:30pm. 
 

Church Picnic  

We had a great indoor summer picnic on July 24th! Due to the sum-

mer heat, and in an abundance of caution, we opted to meet inside.  

Many thanks to Chad Zoll and Nurbek Osunbekov for braving the 

heat to do the grilling for us!  Everyone brought amazing sides, and 

there was enough food for an army!  The next picnic is scheduled 

for August  28th, and hopefully we can hold it outdoors.  Be sure to 

invite your friends! 

 

Rockpointe Church Teams Reach Out in Pittsburgh 



 

 

Men’s Fellowship Saturday Breakfast 

“Professional Faith” 
 
Mark 5:36 (NIV 1984): Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just 
believe.” 
 
The topic was “Professional Faith” and looked at Mark 5:21-43. 
We discussed the synagogue ruler’s faith as contrasted to the professional mourners that were present 
and discussed what trust in Jesus looks like. 
 
In August, we will plan to have another Men’s Fellowship Breakfast on August 27 at 9am. We will start a 
topic about being distinct in the Christian Life. It is a Lifeway Bible Study series that has six sessions that 
should carry us through the school year. Come and invite friends. 
 
The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB): “Iron sharpens iron, so one man 
sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time offellowship and encouragement in pur-
suing the purposes of Christ . . . to become men after God’s own heart. 
                                                                                         —Chad Zoll 
 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship) 
 

What a sweet gathering we had at Vivian Nguyen’s home, with Betty Batie leading the devotion. We 

thanked Margot Quirin for her loving guidance, faithfully sending the invitation, reminders, interfacing with 

the hostess, plus numerous other things to get the group going. Our next Marys & Marthas meeting will be 

on Saturday, August 20, at 10:00 AM, at the home of Suk Hernandez. Details will be emailed to the ladies.  

Please invite your friends! 

                                                                                              — Dewi Wong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young at Heart 
 

We look forward to continuing our Young at Heart luncheons and programs on the first Wednesday of each month, 

beginning with September.  Our goal is to provide interesting information on a variety of subjects as well as to enjoy 

a good meal together.  Generally, lunch begins at 11:30 a.m., followed by the program from 12:15—1:00 p.m.  Our 

first meeting of the fall will be held on September 7th when we will hear from Marguarte Bolden about genealogical 

research. Please invite your friends!  This is an opportunity to reach out to others who might enjoy the program or 

the food or both! 

 



  

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 

. 

The Fireflies continue our summer series, Show and Then Tell, where God moves us to find natural ways to build relationships 

and have spiritual encounters with “everyone we meet.” We began the month identifying who is in our Jerusalem (who we see 

daily), who is in our Judea (who we see often), and who is in our Samaria (who we see from time to time.)  Mid-month, one of the 

outreach teams, Rockepointe Middle School, joined us and hosted the meal, and Sister Carr from Sister to Sister Ministries 

trained us in prayer street evangelism. The next day, those who were available prayed in East Liberty for 43+ people, one of 

those people coming to Christ! Yay God! Firefly Leader Isaiah and Deacon Barb shared their testimonies the following week. We 

learned that we may feel anxious and unqualified, but God’s Spirit will give us the words, the confidence, and the joy in serving 

Christ; we just need to be faithful and obedient to the call to share His Good News. We ended the month with practical ways to 

listen to God better through meditation, and to each other by recognizing and minimizing distractions.         

 

Partner with us in prayer: Dear God, help us to grow in our understanding and boldness as Your witnesses. Help us to be a hearer 

of Your Word and listen to others with Your ears. We thank You for teaching us to proclaim Christ naturally! 
 

       Photos: Prayer Street Evangelism with Sister Carr and Rockepointe. Fireflies now on Spotify, thanks to Firefly Sarah  

 

Congratulations! 
We are delighted to share the news that Vincent Johnson is 

now Granddaddy Johnson!  “Princess” Jordyn Keva Giles 

was born on July 17, 2022.  Vincent requests ongoing prayer 

for his daughter, Jocelyn, and baby Jordyn who are both re-

covering from a premature emergency delivery, but making 

significant progress every day! 

 

August Birthdays—Congratulations!    

August 3 Leslie Ann Smedley       August 17 Vivian Nguyen  

August 4 Steven Blum                August 20 Jonathan Zoll 

August 6 Petroula Zoll                August 22 Vincent Johnson 

August  8 Chad Zoll             August 23 Nurbek Osunbekov 

August 12 Paula Hall  
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August Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar                        

•   2   Aug    (Tue)          Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
             FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
•   3    Aug    (Wed)                      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)  
•   7    Aug   (Sun)                         Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                                 Sunday Worship—11:00 am , Deacon’s Meeting—12:30 pm 
•   9    Aug   (Tue)                         Young Adults Group—7:00 p.m. (zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
                                                                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom), Trustee meeting—7:30 p.m. 
• 10    Aug    (Wed)             Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 14    Aug     (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                                  Worship—11:00 am, 12:30 pm  
• 16     Aug    (Tue)              Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m. (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
               FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)   
• 17       Aug   (Wed)               Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 20     Aug    (Sat)             Marys & Marthas– 10:00 am  
• 21     Aug    (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                       Worship—11:00 am   
•  22-26  (M-F)                               Welcome Week 
•  23     Aug   (Tue)             Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
               FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 24     Aug   (Wed)              Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 
• 27     Aug (Sat)                            Men’s Fellowship Breakfast—9 a.m. 
• 28     Aug   (Sun)             Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
•                 Worship—11:00 am  
•                                                          Church picnic 12:30 pm 
• 30     Aug    (Tue)             Young Adult Group– 7:00 pm  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 
               FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (zoom)   
• 31     Aug    (Wed)                       Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)             
  

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

