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From the Pastor  

Enjoying the Summer with the Psalms 
 
Happy August to my brothers and sisters in Christ! As I have mentioned in my introduction 
to my sermons on the Psalms, in Psalm 40 we find the struggles and emotions of King Da-
vid parallel our own journeys in life. At one point or another, not only are we are met with 
the trials and difficulties that life brings our way, but sometimes, we are spared them, too. 
As we take time to read the Psalms this summer may we discover the spiritual riches 
therein. The Psalms were the prayer book of Jesus. He had the Old Testament as his Bi-
ble and the Psalms show forth the emotions and problems of all God's people. 
 
One of the situations we get ourselves into is the “pit," and then we have the task of getting 
out said "pit.” The “pit” or the "mirey bog" of Psalm 40 is a dark place where we have found 
ourselves, not necessarily because of our own doing, but through the circumstances of life, 
or even the result of being faithful to God.  
 
For now, I would like to focus on the first three verses of Psalm 40. First, David is in a 
muddy pit; second, he cries to God for help; third, he waits for the Lord; fourth, God draws 
him out of the pit to safety; fifth, God gives Him a new song. John Piper, of Bethlehem Bi-
ble College in Minnesota, has said of this Psalm that this passage is about the King's pit, 
the King's cry, the King's patience, the King’s rescue, the King's song and the King's influ-
ence. These themes all are expressed in just the first three verses. Here is King David, a 
man after God's own heart. Many individuals throughout time have come to trust God 
when they see and ponder the life of David. 
 
What I have learned from this passage is that God is the creator and rescuer of the lives of 
God's people, wherever they may be in their life journey. He is faithful. Jesus does the 
same in our lives. Throughout the New Testament, Jesus is the one who reaches down to 
so many people who are in the "pits" of life. He draws them out and then gives them the 
ability to sing a new song. I have learned from this that God hears our cries for help. I can 
personally recall some of the "pits" in which I have found myself as I review my past. 
Sometimes these places are a result of my own doing and some are not. It is human na-
ture to cry out to God when we have a problem, but when life is smooth sailing, we tend 
not to read the Bible or pray very much. But, when one is in the pit, everyone looks for 
help. In the 38th chapter of Jeremiah, the prophet was put into a water cistern by King 
Zedekiah in order to get rid of him. Perhaps we are being called to imagine being stuck in 
a big water jug full of mud and mire and experience the sense of hopelessness that is all 
about us. God is there. God is ready to help. While we cannot know the exact experience 
of King David or the prophet Jeremiah, we can know that we hope not to experience the 
“mirey bogs” or pits of our own time.  
 
It is my prayer this summer as we read the Psalms that you are able to experience the 
goodness of God as he lifts you out of a difficult place and puts a new song in your heart. 
 
                                                                              Peace,  
                                                                              Pastor Chuck  

New Study Center 

We’ll be opening a new Study Center at FBC this fall!  We’re excited to be able to offer a 
safe, quiet, welcoming place for university students to study as we open up our library area 
for this purpose. The grand opening will be on Monday, September 13th and the space will 
be available from 2—7 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays to begin with. If you 
would be willing to help provide supervision on one or more days each week or month, 
please contact Ruth Fox as soon as possible. Thank you! 

    FBC  CONNECTIONS 
    August 2021 

Come to Movie Nights 
at FBC on  

Saturday nights  
in August 

at 

8:15 pm! 
 

Invite a friend! 



 

       FBC Deacon Board 

• Barbara Russell,  Chair 

• Petroula Zoll 

• Casey Gnage 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Mary Ellen Johnson 

• Sean King 

• Robert Smith 

• Shirley Stanzione 

FBC   

PRAYER MEETING 

             every  

Tuesday in  
August 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 

You will receive an 
invitation each week 

to meet on Zoom! 

Need Prayers? 

Please send prayer 
requests to Deacon 

Barbara at: 

blrusell2@verizon.net 

Board of Deacons                            

“
And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you 

in the Lord and admonish you, 
13 

and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s 
sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who 
are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 

15 
See that no 

one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves 
and for all.  

16 
Rejoice always, 

17 
pray without ceasing, 

18 
in everything give thanks; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 
  

Grace and peace, FBC.  Already, we are in the month of August.  Where has the 
summer gone! So much has transpired in the past year - both good and heart-
wrenching - that we are thrown to our knees and compelled to call on the name 
of the Lord. 
 

It is almost time for school to resume. We want to cover in prayer all students 
returning to both physical and virtual classes. Also, pray heartily for their parents 
as they navigate through new rules, regulations, and mandates regarding safe 
Covid practices. Lift them up for strength, as many parents are simply tired. Pray 
for carefulness and order. Pray against fearfulness and chaos. 
 

We continue to pray for those in the congregation who have lost loved ones. It is 
soul ripping to lose a spouse, mother, son, etc.  It can be heartbreaking to live on 
after them. So please add them to the top of your prayer list and encourage them 
with cards and kindness. 
 

We pray for those who have left the congregation or are planning to leave in pur-
suit of higher education and/or career advancement. Pray for their safety. Pray 
for favor in their new locations. Pray that they stay connected to Christ and to a 
Christ-centered Christian community. 
 

Pray for those who are struggling with homelessness, hunger, and feelings of 
utter helplessness. There is a God in Heaven, and He cares! 
 

Pray for the lost that participate in our service on Sundays. Lift them up for a sal-
vation moment; that they would hear above all other noise the wonderful voice of 
the Holy Spirit. Many need a soul/spirit connection with the Savior. I hope that 
you were gladdened by the baptism that took place in July. It was wonderful and 
joyous. Pray for many, many more souls to be joined to the Church through the 
waters of baptism. 
 

Keep Pastor and all leaders in prayer.  Keep all church initiatives in prayer.  
Thank you and God bless you.   
                                                                     
                                                                   Respectfully,                                                                         
                                                                   Barbara Russell, Deacons 
 

                                                                                                                                    ****************** 
 

 

 

August 20-21 
If you have items for PRISM’s 

Garage Giveaway, please bring 
them to the church by no later 

than August 18.  You may place 
them in the middle Sunday 

School room in the basement. 



  

FBC Trustees 

• Van Beck Hall, President 

• Tex Severance 

• Steven Hernandez 

• Vincent Johnson 

• Angeline Wong 

• Chad Zoll                                         

• Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 
 

 

Board of Trustees 

The Trustees and the congregation continue to support two initiatives  of  
great importance to the future of  the church. A team comprising of our 
pastor, Steve and Nara Hernandez, Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox, Barbara  
Russell and Joseph Gnehm, is spearheading efforts to reach out to stu-
dents, faculty and staff at the local universities. They have been working 
with the CCO to plan for a campus coordinator who will hopefully initiate 
the program sometime this fall or next year. We have received support 
from ABCOPAD, as they have given a grant of $10,000 to the project. The 
other initiative involves the creation of a study hall for students. This facili-
ty will be located in the library and will involve the use of wifi, the use of 
tables and power strips, and providing coffee for students who need study 
space. Volunteers are being enlisted so we can open the facility several 
hours a week beginning this fall. 
 
The Trustees continue to oversee several maintenance projects. These 
include the repairs from the wind damage to the flashing of the roof over 
the west end (plaza) entrance, the repair of steam leaks in the former TAC 
office, the completion of a study of our computer and electrical connec-
tions, the development of proposals for refinishing the main hall floor, the 
continuation of gutter and downspout repairs, an investigation of the struc-
ture of the steeple, an investigation of our roof slates, and repairs to the 
window wells. The Trustees will also consider, during the next several 
meetings, a proposal to develop a fund for high cost maintenance repairs 
and plans to limit the annual draw on our Permanent Fund. We are head-
ing into busy and important years. We must pray for God’s support!   
  
                                                                                      - Van Beck Hall 
                                                                                         Trustees 
 

Summer Church Picnic 
 
FBC loves  summer picnics!  Our final one for 2021 is scheduled for Sun-
day, August 29th after church.  The timing for this one is scheduled to co-
incide with students coming to the universities for the fall semester.  
Please plan to come, bring a dish, and invite some friends! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we begin to offer food once again at the church, please remember to be re-
sponsible for your own dishes when the event is over.  Please bring a bag or pro-
vide some means by which to take your dish to wash at home. 



Music Notes 
 

The month of July for the FBC music ministry brought some 

new  developments.  We thank organist Michael Pollock and 

guitarist Andre Cadide for providing quality performances 

during our Fourth of July service. Joshua Kelsey was again 

featured on vocals during special music selections. William 

Zoll made an impressive debut on bongos. FBC also wel-

comed a wonderful jazz tenor saxophonist, Elyse Corcoran. 

The month of August will begin with a more traditional ser-

vice featuring our FBC choir—Petroula Zoll, Dewi Wong, Angeline-Wong 

Scott, Shirley Smith, Nara Hernandez, Sarah Moyer, Luke W. Lockhart, 

and Joseph Gnehm.  The music for the remainder of August will balance 

jazz, pop, and traditional-oriented music, including performances by our 

FBC vocal trio— Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox (also bongos), and Luke W. Lock-

hart—as well as guest artists Ryan Salisbury (guitar), Zack Mester 

(percussion), Jeff Grubbs (bass), Lee Caplan (bass), Elyse Corcoran 

(tenor saxophone), Lee Robinson (tenor and soprano saxophone), and Ethan Dunbar (alto saxophone). 

FBC will also enjoy special music selections which highlight Joshua Kelsey, Luke W. Lockhart, Dewi 

Wong, and Angeline-Wong Scott. 

FBC Work Day 

Many thanks to the 21 individuals that came out on Saturday, July 24, to help clean and beautify the 

church.  Chad Zoll did a great job of organizing everyone into teams to help clean the kitchens, Sunday 

School rooms, conference room, and sanctuary.  We had a good time of bonding as we worked and then 

shared in a pizza lunch together.   

. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission and Outreach 
 

This month’s outreach focus is on the new position we have recently created for the pur-
pose of reaching out to the university communities around us.  Your Campus Ministry 
Outreach team consists of Pastor Chuck Fox, Petroula Zoll, Ruth Fox, Joseph Gnehm, 
Nara Hernandez, Barbara Russell, and Steve Hernandez. Please look over this job de-
scription as a way to inform yourself regarding our goals as a church and please pray 
for the search for the right person to fulfill this role. 

 
    Job Opportunity with the First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh (FBC) 
                 Seeking Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator                                                Meeting with Rev. Matt Kerber  
                                                                                                                                                                about the CCO on Zoom 
 

Do you have a passion to reach out to others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Do you feel called to minister to those 
involved in a university setting?  FBC needs a part-time Campus Ministry Outreach Coordinator for 20 hours a week 
beginning immediately. 

Education/work experience:   A bachelor’s degree from university; preferably a degree, training and/or experience in 
ministry 

Responsibilities of the position:  

     -  Receive training and partner with CCO, Coalition of Christian Outreach 
- Develop Bible studies for college students and internationals 

     -  Spend time on the campuses of the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon 
     -  Partner with the young adult group of the church 
     -  Attend church worship services and other events/meetings as agreed upon 
     -  Report to Senior Pastor, Charles K. Fox 
     -  Be a servant leader 
 
If you know of someone who might fulfill these qualifications and be interested in this position, please feel free to 
share this opportunity with them.  For more information or to request an application, please contact Pastor Chuck Fox. 
 

Church needs:    

Are you looking for a way to be more involved at FBC?  Do you have gifts that are not being exercised? There are 
many things that go on in front of and behind the scenes at FBC.  Please consider and pray about the possibility of 
sharing your gifts in one or more of the following areas: 

1) Ushering—taking up the offering during the worship service—see Casey 
2) Greeting—meeting people at the front/side doors as they come; giving out welcome bags to visitors—see Cssey 
3) Running the Zoom call on the computer during the service—see Ruth 
4) Running the Power Point during the service—see Barb 
5) Reading scripture during the worship service—see Barb 
6) Participating in the music program of the church—see Billy D.  
7) Helping with Sunday School/Bible Study...as a teacher (particularly interested in a women’s group or perhaps a 

young adult group)—see Ruth 
8) Helping to set up or take down tables and chairs, etc., for events, particularly picnics —see Chad 
9) Helping to prepare snacks/lunches for after church—see Ruth 
10) Helping to clean up after church services...collecting bulletins, communion cups, etc.—see Casey 
11) Monitoring the Student Study Center on Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday afternoons—see Ruth 
12)  Helping with a once-a- month meal for Senior Citizens at the church each month—see Ruth 
 
If you have a desire to help in another way not identified here, please speak to Pastor Chuck or Deacon Barbara with 
your suggestions. Thank you. 
 

Missing Items 

We have discovered that we are missing some items from the church.  Do you know where they are?  2 of the tall 
round folding tables were borrowed and haven’t been returned.  Also missing:  a box of lace tablecloths for the larger 
round tables; a set of glass containers with lids; and a set of large plastic bowls and lids.  



 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study...Why? 

Matt 7:7 (NASB 1995): “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 

In July, we studied the first chapter of the Gospel of Mark.  We have been noting along the way that God 
doesn’t seem to take the easy way.  When we looked at the temptations of Jesus, a question of God’s repu-
tation came to the forefront as we see that Jesus could have destroyed all the evil in the world, but instead  
restrains his power and continues to attempt to persuade people to follow him rather than force people to 
obey him.    

Another interesting pattern in Mark is how the spirits mentioned in this chapter identify Jesus and yet the 
people he dwells with appear not to recognize him. It started with the identification of Jesus by the Holy 
Spirit during Jesus’ baptism. Then, later in chapter one, Mark reports that the impure or evil spirits, or those 
who are demon possessed, recognize Jesus as the “Holy One of God.” Yet the people don’t seem to real-
ize this fact, and Jesus tells the demons to be quiet with regard to his identity.   

Another point that came up in our study was how people responded to Jesus’ teaching and how they were 
amazed at his authority.  There are certain characteristics that attract one to a particular teacher.  Some 
traits mentioned in our study were their use of probing questions, being able to explain concepts in more 
than one way to meet the audience at their level of understanding, and showing interest in helping the audi-
ence learn.   

So come out on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. as we probe what Jesus did on earth and attempt to apply it to 
our own lives, challenge ourselves to live a life worthy of the calling of Jesus.  We enjoy a light meal at 
6:30.  If you are unable to attend in person, the Bible study is also available on Zoom. 
 

Men’s Fellowship: Welcome Week—August 27th, 7 p.m. 

Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

The Men’s Breakfast on Saturday Morning, July 31st included a devotion time which looked at the issue of-
hypocrisy.  We looked at the people with whom Jesus tended to hang out, as well as identified those who 
tended to avoid contact or were combative with Jesus. 

As for Friday, August 27 at 7pm, we are planning an outdoor game night and welcome night.  The week of 
August 22, the church is planning a welcome week for the returning students and new students who are ar-
riving at the college campuses.  Come and be part of a night of fun and fellowship and bring a friend.   

The purpose of the Men’s Fellowship is based on Proverb 27:17 (NASB):  “Iron sharpens iron, so one man 
sharpens another.”  The purpose of this group is to provide a time of fellowship as well as encouragement 
in pursuing the purposes of Christ and to become men after God’s own heart. 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)   
 

The Marys and Marthas were thrilled to be back together in person in July!  It was such a delight to be able 
to actually look at each other as we talked (and ate!) and we hope to be able to continue that same way in 
the months ahead.  We don't have a hostess yet for the August meeting, but it will either be at someone's 
home (place to be announced) or at the church on August 21st at 10 am.  Please plan on joining us.  The 
meetings are open to all women! 
 

August Birthdays—Congratulations! 
Aug. 3   Leslie Ann Smedley                Aug 17   Vivian Nguyen 
Aug  6   Petroula Zoll                           Aug 20   Jonathan Zoll 
Aug  8   Chad Zoll                                Aug 22   Vincent Johnson 
Aug 12 Paula Hall                               Aug 23   Nurbek Osunbekov 
                          



  

Young Adult Group—Fireflies 
 
The Fireflies have begun a new series: The 
Armor of God, which is from Ephesians, 
Chapter 6, led by Board members Nara, 
Petroula and Joe.  We typically start off our 
Tuesday night sessions by cooking together 
between 6 and 6:30 pm. If you would like 
to get involved with preparing the meal, 
please contact Petroula! 
 

The Board officially sent out invites to some 
of its members to join our leadership team and are walking through the process. We also announced our Tack-
ling Apologetics and Looking for Knowledge (TALK) challenge, where we are challenging our group to tackle 
tough questions regarding God, the Bible, and Christianity, do some light research, and present their findings to 
the group so we can be ready in season and out of season (2 Tim. 4:2). Please pray for us as we encourage 
our members to grow in servanthood and discipleship.  
 
We also have been hosting new outreach initiatives including the open drawing space on Fridays and campfire 
hangouts on Saturdays in the hopes of strengthening our fellowship and engaging the local community more. 
We are also in the process of planning for the incoming students for the Fall semester in August. If you have 
any questions, comments, ideas, or want to become engaged with our young adults group in some 
way, then please feel free to contact us at firefliesfbc@gmail.com.  

Baptism and Right Hand of Fellowship       

 
Congratulations to Jens Ian Cho on his recent baptism on July 25th!  Ian has been a part of our fel-
lowship during the past 3 years. We were delighted to celebrate with him as he made his public pro-
fession of faith in Jesus Christ.  A number of his friends from PRISM attended and gave brief testimo-
nies, as well.  Following the baptism, Moderator Steve Hernandez gave him the Right Hand of Fellow-
ship into membership in the First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh.  Ian will be heading to Yale Divinity 
School for further study in religion and philosophy.  Please keep him in your prayers! 
 

In Memoriam 
 
We were sad to hear the news that Rifat 
Qureshi lost his 6-month battle with can-
cer on July 1.  A funeral was held at the 
FBC on July 7th.  Rifat’s extraordinary life 
and character were illuminated by his chil-
dren and many friends and family mem-
bers.  He is survived by his wife, Cathy 
and his children Max and Keira.  He was 
also the son-in-law of longtime members 
Ed and Mary Floyd.  We extend our deep-
est sympathies to the family and pray for 
comfort now and in the days to come. 

mailto:firefliesfbc@gmail.com
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 August 2021 Calendar Highlights 

For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

•  1  Aug   (Sun)                      Bible Study—10:00 am 

•                                                   Worship—11:00 am — in person, on Zoom and videoed  

•                                                   Deacon’s Meeting—12:30pm 
         3   Aug   (Tue)                       Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)                                        

• 4    Aug   (Wed)                    Bible Study—7:00 p.m.  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 7    Aug  (Sat)                Movie night - 8:15 pm 

• 8    Aug  (Sun)      Bible Study—10:00 am 

•                                                   Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed                                                        

• 10  Aug  (Tue)      Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

•         Trustees Meeting—7:30 pm 

• 11  Aug  (Wed)                     Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 14  Aug   (Sat)      Movie night - 8:15 pm 

• 15   Aug  (Sun)                     Bible Study—10:00 am 

•                                                   Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed , 12:30 pm FBC Council Mtg 

• 17   Aug  (Tue)                     Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 

• 18   Aug  (Wed)      Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 21   Aug   (Sat)      Marys & Marthas -  10:00 am 

•         Movie night  -    8:15 pm 

• 22  Aug   (Sun)      Bible Study—10:00 am 
                                                           Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed  

• 24  Aug  (Tue)                     Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner)  

•                  FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

• 25  Aug  (Wed)                    Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom and in person) (6:30 dinner) 

• 27  Aug  (Fri)                      Men’s Fellowship—7:00 pm 

• 28 Aug  (Sat)      Movie night —8 :15 p.m. 

• 29 Aug  (Sun)     Sunday School kick-off! 

•                                                  Worship—11:00 am  -  Zoom and videoed , 12:30 pm FBC Picnic 

• 31 Aug  (Tue)      Young Adults Group—7 :00 p.m  (Zoom and in person)   (6:30 dinner) 

•        FBC Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom)                                        

•  

 
 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

