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From the Pastor’s Desk       

We will be celebrating Palm Sunday and Easter this month. We know that Je-
sus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey just as Zechariah 9:9 prophesied the 
humble King would come. The whole city was in turmoil. He proclaimed by this 
action that he was indeed the Jewish Messiah. But not long after that He ended 
up on a Roman cross as the people rejected him. He died and was placed in a 
new tomb which belonged to a wealthy man, Joseph of Arimathea. On the first 
day of the week, the stone was rolled away and the tomb was empty. The an-
gel declared, “He is not here, He is Risen!” God had raised Him from the dead. 
 
He came and appeared to at least 500 people in addition to his disciples. In His 
resurrection he has allowed us to be new creatures who are forgiven of sin and 
live to love God and others. What is the meaning of the resurrection now during 
this time of hardship as we watch a world struggling with COVID19, and we ex-
perience fear regarding the potential outcomes of this disease?  Let us look to 
the resurrection of Jesus for our hope. 
 
Peter said in writing to a group of Christians under persecution, "Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead" I Peter 1:3. The power of the resurrection is that we can become a 
new kind of person through Christ living in us through the Holy Spirit.  He gives 
us a new outlook and gives us new behaviors. 
 
He gives us hope because we are not created like elephants or sloths or moun-
tain lions. These creatures wake up in the morning and need to satisfy instinc-
tual needs. But we wake up in the morning and want to know, "Do we have sig-
nificance?”  We have a deep need to find purpose and meaning in our lives. 
We want to organize our lives is such a way that deep down our lives can tell a 
story of hope. We are much different than the creatures of the animal kingdom. 
 
Some people deal with trauma by just giving up. But the resurrection gives us 
hope for today and for the future. The main thing that we need as human be-
ings is to strive for and find hope. Peter uses the phrase “a living hope." We do 
not deny the reality of the seriousness of the corona virus but we will over-
come our fears as we find our living hope in the resurrected Jesus. 
 
      Love in Christ,  
      Pastor Chuck Fox 
 
NOTICE--- All services and functions the church have been cancelled or post-

poned at least through Sunday, April 26, 2020. Please go to our website to 

connect to our online worship services (www.fbcpgh.org). 

 

***Please find the directions for taking communion on April 5 on the next page. 
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Deacon News                                                          

Guide to Participation in the Lord’s Supper 

(Communion) 

For Palm Sunday—April 5 

On Sunday, April 5, we once again will be practicing our spiritual disci-

plines in our homes as we are unable to gather together at First Baptist 

Church.  We will be sharing in the Lord’s Supper at the end of our online 

service, and we want to have the opportunity to participate together, 

even though we are physically apart.  Please follow this guide as we 

share in this sacred act.  Please prepare something to use as your 

bread and juice.  If you don’t have bread and grape juice, please find a 

suitable substitute. 

Read first: 

Jesus told all Christians to remember Him by eating the bread and 

drinking the cup.  When we take this meal, we can think about Jesus 

and his sacrifice for us.  The Holy Spirit is present in our midst.  Jesus 

gathered His disciples in the upper room and they celebrated the Jew-

ish Passover meal.  This meal reminds us of how God rescued His peo-

ple from slavery in Egypt over 2500 years ago. 

Prayer:  Our loving Father, be with us in this meal as You taught 

Your disciples.  We come seeking You and the Life you give.  We con-

fess our sins and ask for your forgiveness and healing.  Thank you.  In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Jesus took the bread and said, “This is my body broken for You.” 

Repeat this verse from the Gospel of John 6:35:  “I am the bread of 

life.  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry.” 

(Eat the wafer.) 

(Then open the cup.) 

Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”  

Repeat this verse from Hebrews 9:14:  How much more, then, will 

the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself un-

blemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to 

death, so that we may serve the living God.” 

(Drink the cup.) 

Prayer:  We thank You, Father, for the life of Your Son, poured out 
for us on the cross that gives us new life in our lives. 

 



  

Trustee Board Report 
Due to our National emergency the Trustees are unable to undertake any 

major maintenance projects during the next two or three months. Minor 

ones such as installing a new radiator in the library, purchasing additional 

fire extinguishers, investigation providing Wi-Fi for the building and im-

provements in exterior lighting will probably continue. 

The emergency comes at a critical period. We are involved in preparing for 

Easter and our church year ends the last day of April. We may have to 

postpone our congregational meetings including the Annual meeting, 

where we approve the officers and budget for the nest congregational 

year. May also marks the beginning of the church’s new fiscal year. 

In June of 2020 the congregation will experience its 108
th
 anniversary in its 

current building. We have never had to close our church for as lengthy a 

period as we must do now, but we have 208 years of presenting the Gos-

pel to Pittsburgh since our inception, and once we and our nation are able 

to resume normal activity we will continue to perform this vital mission.  

With God’s help we, our nation and the world will overcome this virus. 

                                                         Blessings, 

                                                         Van Beck Hall, Chair of the Trustees 

Annual Pledge Campaign Postponed 

  
Along with all the other cancellations and postponements, this is one you 
might secretly be pleased to hear about. So, what would Jesus do? Ren-
der unto Caesar what is Caesar’s. Well that doesn’t really seem to apply 
here. My guess is, Jesus would continue to give, because as you will re-
call in Acts 20:28 he said, “it is more blessed to give than receive.”  And I 
am sure, he would follow what is written in the Old Testament book of 
Deuteronomy, chapter 15. That is to give generously, without a grudging 
heart, and God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put 
your hand in. 
 
Even though the doors to the church building are temporarily closed, the 
work of the church moves forward, as Pastor Fox, Billy D., Michelle, and 
others continue on, albeit, at a reduced schedule and often from afar. 
 
So, what shall we do? As we read in Proverbs 3:9-10. “Honor the LORD 
with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops and your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”  Giving to 
God through the church has yielded numerous blessings in my life, and, I 
pray, yours as well.  By continuing to support the church during this diffi-
cult time you help make it possible for us to continue to pay those serving 
the congregation. We will be glad to hear, that “the check is in the mail,” 

  

      Blessings, 
 
      Casey Gnage, FBC Controller 

 

FBC Trustees 

 Van Beck Hall, President 

 Casey  Gnage 

 Steven Hernandez 

 Vincent Johnson 

 Angeline Wong 

 Chad Zoll                                         

 Don Fedor (Facility Engineer) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send your donations 

and pledges to: 

Secretary 
First Baptist Church Pittsburgh 
159 N. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15212 



 

 

Deacon News (cont.)  
 
“26 

whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more 

I shake not only the earth, but also heaven.” 
27 

Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates 

the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things 

which cannot be shaken may remain.” Hebrews 12:26-27 

 

Grace and peace. I pray and hope that everyone is doing well in the age of CO-

19. I am reminded of that passage in Hebrews 12:26 where God said that He is 

shaking both earth and heaven. Truly a whole lot of shaking is taking place in 

the world at large, and in our immediate lives.  There is a shaking of relation-

ships, emotions, old ways of doing things, and a shaking our dependence on 

God. 

The virus has taught us how to sneeze, yawn, and cough; be courteous; reach 

out to others; it has pulled families back together; brought down gas prices and 

interest rates; closed bars, nightclubs and casinos; pushed people to pray 

more; taught us to stay at home, living simple lives; and to say “I love you” 

more. 

What wonderful lessons!! For the first time in my life, I grocery shopped online. 

It was easy, painless, great. Yet not something I even considered before CO-

19. Stuck in a rut. Also, home schooling a 5 year old, and teaching a 15 year 

old how to cook (old school biscuits, bread, cake, meat; dealing with leftovers) 

are definitely not tasks that I thought that I would be doing at his time in my life. 

Feeling challenged, feeling pressed, but also feeling blessed to be of service. 

Revived! Shaken! 

Our prayer life should be on steroids. We should be praying not only for the vi-

rus to abate worldwide, but for all the people—family, friends, coworkers, neigh-

bors—that now have entered our circle of Christian influence. Let others know 

that God is still in control. This is what we believe. Yes, we are concerned, not 

worried. There is a shaking going on, but God is unshakeable! 

I want to encourage each of to read, meditate, and apply Psalm 91 to your 

heart. Believe God. Then, embrace the shaking that God has introduced to your 

life. 

        God Bless,  

                Barbara Russell, Chairperson  



Mission and Outreach  

This report will likely be short and sweet!  All the things we have been promoting and 
getting excited about have been gradually been removed from our schedule, one by 
one.  For example, Saturday, March 28th should have been our highly anticipated 
Mission Summit, in conjunction with ABCOPAD.  We had hoped to hear from Evan-
gelist Carr from Sister to Sister during our worship on March 29th.  Both her visit and 
the one from  Rev. James from Nehemiah Ministries, scheduled for April 26th will 
have to be rescheduled.  

Even our mission trip to the Dominican Republic, scheduled for May 5 –12, had to be 
postponed, sadly.  God provided for the project, however, with a generous gift of 
$15000 that has been sent on to our missionaries, Ketly and Vital Pierre, for the con-
struction of the third floor of the Community Center in LaRomana.  Praise God for 
this provision!  Our ladies are being given more time than they ever anticipated to 
make the beautiful dresses and shorts for the children there.  We will continue to col-
lect laptops and tablets for that time when we can actually go and deliver them there 
in person! 

March was our month to collect the America for 
Christ Offering, needed more than ever now!  If you 
haven’t given to this special offering yet, you may 
still do so by writing a check made out to the 
church, but noted as being for the America for 
Christ Offering..  Thanks for the ways you support 
ministries around our country, and especially now in 
this time of crisis. 

It was wonderful to celebrate with PRISM in its 40th anniver-
sary on March 7.  The testimonies of the internationals who 
shared were fantastic and we were delighted to be a part of 
supporting this important ministry. 

 

 

 

 

We were able to contribute several boxes of non-perishables to the East End Coop-

erative Ministry Food Bank at the end of March.  Now they are requesting financial 

gifts to help minimize physical contact.  If you’d like to contribute towards the tremen-

dous hunger needs in our community, please send your check to East End Coopera-

tive Ministry, 6140 Station St, Pittsburgh, PA 15206. 



Wednesday Night Bible Study  

We began our Lenten Bible study in March with a video series called “The Last Days of Jesus”.  
Once the restrictions were put into place regarding gathering together, we moved to a new format.  
Each week, on Wednesday afternoon, an email is sent to all church member with an outline of the 
Bible study for that night.  Then at 7 p.m. everyone is invited to join a Zoom meeting on line where 
we read the Bible and discuss the questions Pastor Chuck has prepared for that session.  We are 
all learning quickly about technology!  If you do not have internet or do not know how to work Zoom, 
please let us know so that we can make other arrangements to get you the materials. 

Sunday Morning Worship—How Can You Connect? 

Because the government has asked us to extend the “stay at home” policies until the end of April, 
we will not be holding worship at the FBC church building for the entire month.  This is, of course, 
disappointing, especially as we will miss celebrating Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, two of the 
most special days in the church calendar.  Each week, please be looking for an email on Saturday, 
giving you the link to our worship service.  Pastor Chuck Fox, Dr. Billy D. Scott, Chad Zoll, and 
Angeline Wong are still working hard to ensure that we can still worship “together” separately.  The 
service is available on YouTube through our website:  www.fbcpgh.org and the First Baptist Church 
Facebook page.  We have learned that it is not necessary to have a Facebook account in order to 
watch the service.  Just click on the link provided in the email.  We hope you will join us! 

Music Notes 

 
We’ve enjoyed having Rosany and Andre share their wonderful musical gifts with us since the be-

ginning of January.  Ruth, Petroula, Josh and Luke have helped to lead us through the medleys and 

hymns.  We’re grateful to Steve and Zach for keeping us upbeat, or at least on beat!   We were 

planning to have another choir piece or two ready for Easter, but unfortunately, we won’t be able to 

sing together at that time.  Hopefully, it won’t be too long before we can gather to sing again.  

Meanwhile, we will use the technology we have at hand to provide you with some music each week.  

Many thanks to Angeline who has been helping at church with the sound system, and is now putting 

our “service” together each week.  Additionally, she sang the special music for the last Sunday of 

March.  I really want to thank everyone for the ways in which you have shared your gifts for the Lord 

through FBC’s music ministry. 
         Blessings, 

         Billy D. Scott 

 

Congratulations! 

 
Congratulations to Josh and 

Sandy Kelsey on the birth of Ju-

bilee Kelsey on March 18 at 8 

a.m., all 22 inches and 7.5 

pounds of her!  May God bless 

you and your family! 



  

Christian Education 
 
Unfortunately, due to the current COVID19 situation, we are not able to hold 
our weekly Sunday School classes at this time.  We look forward to restarting 
our adult and children’s classes when we can once again get together! 

 
Men’s Fellowship :  
 
The Men’s Fellowship was unable to meet in March due to the COVID19 out-
break.  At this time, there are no immediate plans to get together since the date 
of upholding the distancing policies has been extended to April 30.  Hopefully, 
next month, we’ll be able to plan something more definite. 

 

Marys and Marthas (Women’s Fellowship)    

 

FBC Women’s Sewing Group 
 

The Sewing Group didn't meet in March because of the government recom-
mendations that we stay at home.  We were hoping to be able to meet on April 
26, but now we can only hope that we can meet in May.  The church has post-
poned the mission trip from early May until later, so we ought to be able to fin-
ish the clothing for the children of the Dominican Republic by then.  Those who 
have some of the sewing projects at home are encouraged to work on them. 

 

Child Dedication Service 
 
On March 1, we were delighted to share in a spe-
cial moment in the life of the Zoll family as they 
brought William Zoll to be dedicated.  Both 
Petroula’s and Chad’s parents and other family 
members were able to be present.  We commit 
ourselves as a church fellowship to be a part of 
William’s life. 

The Marys and the Marthas didn't have a meeting in March.  We had planned one, 
but decided to follow the recommendations of the government and cancel the 
meeting.  An email was sent out to the women with the devotions that would have 
been at the meeting.  At least we had a feeling of sharing, even if only at a dis-
tance!  It appears that we will also have to postpone our annual April Tea.  When 
things are better and we can meet again, we will have our tea at some point, but 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
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HERE 
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April FBC Calendar Highlights 
For a detailed view of all calendar events, go to www.fbcpgh.org/calendar. 

 

   1    Apr (Wed)      Lenten Bible Study — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   5    Apr  (Sun)        Palm Sunday— Worship—11:00 a.m.(on line)  Deacons  - 12:30 (Zoom) 
    7    Apr   (Tue)       FBC Phone Prayer Meeting—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
   8    Apr  (Wed)       Lenten Bible Study—7 p.m. (Zoom) 
  10  Apr   (Fri)           TBA (on line?) 
 12   Apr (Sun)          Easter Sunday Worship—11:00 a.m. (on line)   
 14   Apr  (Tue)         Trustee Meeting—7:30 pm (Zoom) 
 15   Apr  (Wed)        Bible Study — 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
 19   Apr   (Sun)         Worship—11:00 am  (on line), Council Mtg.—12:30 pm (Zoom) 
 22   Apr  (Wed)        Bible Study—7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
 2 6  Apr  (Sun)          Worship—11:00 am (on line) 
 29   Apr (Wed)         Bible Study —7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
 
   

   

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.fbcpgh.org/calendar

