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                          Grace and Peace,                                                          

                                Star of Wonder, Star of night 

     Star with royal beauty bright 

             Westward leading, still proceeding 

                                                                        Guide us to thy Perfect light 

 

Stars…there was a star of wonder once.  From the Gospel accounts, here is what we know about the Star of Bethlehem, the Star of 

Wonder: 

▪ It signified birth, It signified kingship. It had a connection with the Jewish nation. It rose in the east, like other stars. 

▪ It appeared at a precise time. Herod didn’t know when it appeared. It endured over time. It was ahead of the Magi as they went 

south from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. It stopped over Bethlehem 

 

These Magi were likely astrologers.   Everything in the sky had a meaning and at times when rare events occurred in the night sky, 

they believed the stars were acting as messengers for actual events taking place on earth.  We tend to dismiss it as hocus pocus. 

But Scripture is clear that God decided to orchestrate the birth of Jesus at a specific time for a specific reason, in a specific way.  

What do the magi add to the birth of Jesus so that God would time it so these Magi would come? 

 

I think there are three things the Magi add… 

1) Physical provision for Jesus and His family. 2) Joseph and Mary had seen angels telling them this was God’s Son, but after 

years of distance (the Magi probably showed up around 2 years after Christ’s birth) it is possible those memories would haunt 

them instead of help them.  God sends radical encouragement and validation through the shepherds, but then also through these 

magi. 3) Wonder.  The Messiah did not come as the Jews expected. He was not born in a palace or heralded in the courts of earthly 

Kings. No, even if very few people realized it, God was proud of His Son and He heralded Jesus’ arrival in the palace of the King 

of the Universe, the Heavens, the stars announced the birth of God in flesh.  I can think of no more appropriate way, can you? 

 

The Magi had to have seen heavenly bodies that gave them the idea that something very important was happening in Israel. Basi-

cally, for birth, King and Jew to come together significantly in the stars you needed Jupiter, Regulus, Leo and Virgo to be doing 

some pretty astonishing, rare and specific things. There is one instance around the time of the birth of Christ (between 12 and 

3BC) where these things happened. 

 

The markers the Bible gives us: 

1) It rose in the east, like other stars (the event I mentioned did)  2) It appeared at a precise time…the event I mentioned did. 

3) Herod didn’t know when it appeared and it wasn’t something that would arouse suspicions of the average person, but it was 

undeniable once they were made aware of it. This event was very visible to the naked eye, but not a smack you in the face super-

nova or comet. 4) It endured over time. From the time this event began until it actually stopped was between three and four 

months, the amount of time it would take the magi to travel from central Iraq to Israel. Incidentally, there was still a strong Hebrew 

population there in Babylon. A high priest Herod had appointed was from Babylon and that would explain the interest of these 

Magi as well. 

5)  It was ahead of the Magi as they went south from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. It stopped over Bethlehem. How can you follow a 

star and then the star stop? I always had trouble with that one until I read about a thing called retrograde motion.  It’s a real and 

fairly common event where, because of differences in rotations, planets appear to reverse their orbit in our night sky.  This is be-

cause bodies move very, slowly in the sky…like days and weeks instead of hours…they actually appear to not move at the edges 

of the reverse motion for a few days and appear to stop…this event I mentioned before…this is exactly what happened…and it 

happened exactly when the Magi reached Bethlehem sometime after Jesus’ birth.  All of the markers happen only in one occur-

rence in the night sky that I have read. These alone would be pretty darn interesting, but there’s a bunch of other events that corre-

late with the Bible, giving this event, the Star of Bethlehem as the event in the heavens that heralded the birth of God’s Son, the 

Messiah.  It really happened.  God spoke through the stars and planets.  I’m not saying we need to take up astrology, but maybe we 

should be looking for God to speak more.  The Magi looked up at the sky in wonder and heard our all powerful God.  This year, 

let’s bring some wonder back.  Stop and look up at a clear night sky, stand in the ocean, pull off the road and look at some beauti-

ful scenery.  Be in awe of the miracles God does every day through the breath you breathe and the pulse of your heart.  Hear God 

through wonder. 
                                       Rev. David Gerhardt 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Requests                                      
Sandra Gillmore                       Margaret Frederick                                                                                                                         
Larry Dunham                              Mary Waterfield                                                                                                        
Nick Thomas, Sr.                     Jerry & Nita Johnson                                                                                                
Thomas Brown and Family      Jean Ross                                                                                                                                         
Buddy King                               Erbin & Dorothea Crowell                                                                                                             
Carol Reid                                 Raymond Gibson                                                                                                                           
Keith McEntire                          Bob & Marva Hohertz                        
Ryan Alexander                   Tracy Cates                                                
Claudette Hand             Lorri Turner 

 

December 2018 BUDGET & GIVING                                                                                                                                                     

Offerings to General Fund Dec.: $135,000.00                                                                     

Monthly Goal for General Fund: $ 37,313.00                                                                                                                     

Year to Date Contributions : $ 514,265.00                                                                                                                                                 

Year to Date Goal: $ 447,807.00 

 

UMW Meeting Minutes 

  The United Methodist Women met on December 6, 2018 at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  The group filled 12 gift bags 

for the Christmas shut ins. Connie Rupprecht called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  Minutes of the previous 

meeting were discussed. Proceeds from the Country Store amounted to $2,200.00.   

New Business:  UMW meeting dates for 2019                                                                                                                                         

January 10 Brown Bag at noon                                                                                                                                                                 

January 20 Abraham Home Pie Social at 2 p.m.                                                                                                                                         

February 12 Soup Kitchen                                                                                                                                                                       

March 14th Brown Bag at noon                                                                                                                                                                  

April 11  Brown Bag at noon                                                                                                                                                                    

May 9  Brown Bag at noon (Senior Breakfast prep)                                                                                                                                 

May 24 Senior Class Breakfast 8 a.m. Fellowship Hall                                                                                                                             

June, July, August  No Meetings                                                                                                                                                                                   

September 10   Abraham Home Meal 5 p.m.                                                                                                                                                        

October 10  Brown Bag Lunch at Noon                                                                                                                                                              

November 23  Country Store at 10 a.m.                                                                                                                                                                    

December 5 Brown Bag Lunch  (prepare for Shut in Trays) 

Connie reported that Julia Schafer assisted UMW in getting four family names we could help with a Thanksgiving meal.               

Each family was given credit at Lowe’s Pay & Save.  

Prayer Concerns mentioned were Isaac Lewis, Jim Ramp, Ethan Flowers, Leron Thompson, Sandy Waterfield, Sparky &              

Barbara Eckles, Connie Rupprecht, Venita McPherson, Ryan Alexander and all our troops, our country, and Bryn Rader. 

Shut In Trays:  Jim Ramp, Erbin & Dorothea Crowell,  Pat Wilson, Nancy Wilson, Ben McMorrow, Leron Thompson, Bill & 

Tommie Cannon, Charles & Peggy Heusel, Frankie Hill, Esther Rader, Francis Nix.  

Tria Godwin dismissed the group with prayer.  Present were: Jan McEntire, Brenda Martin, Kim Lewis, Tria Godwin, Carol 

Brock, Debbie Innis, Cornelia Varnell, and Connie Rupprecht.   

After closing the meeting, the ladies packaged the new UMW note cards with a picture of the church on the card fronts. UMW 

will be selling 10 cards and envelopes for $10 per package. The cards will be in the church office if you wish to purchase them.  



. 

      The UMW Ladies have 
cards and envelopes for 
sale in the church office for 
$10.00 a pack. The cards 
have a sketch of the church 
on the front and they are 
blank inside.  Stop by the 
church office if you are            

interested!  

23rd.  

       

. 

        



2019 2019 

 

January                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

  

 

 1.      Jackson Anderson 2. 3. 4. 

 

5. 

Robin King 

6.                                                                        
Sunday School  9:45 a.m.                 

Worship  10:45 a.m                                  

Jennifer Appel 

7. 

 

8. 

Betsy Alexander 

9. 

Ladies Bible Study 9:30 a.m 

Jr. High Youth 5:30 p.m.                             

Sr. High Youth 7:00 p.m. 

 

10. 

Bandi McPherson                 

11. 

 

12. 

Penny Meek 

13. 

Worship  8:30 a.m.                                                                               

Sunday School  9:45 a.m.                                     

Worship  10:45 a.m 

 

14. 

 

15. 

Tucker Brown 

Micah Lewis 

16. Ladies Bible Study 9:30 a.m 

 

Kids Konnect Game Night                       

6 to 7:30 pm 

Jr. High Youth 5:30 p.m.                             

Sr. High Youth 7:00 p.m. 

17. 

 

18. 

Tessa Ash 

19. 

Eric Rowden 

20. 

   Worship  8:30 a.m.                                                                               

Sunday School  9:45 a.m.                                 

Worship  10:45 a.m.         

   

21. 

Hank McPherson 

Todd & Denise Roberson 

22. 

Ashton Macias 

23.Ladies Bible Study 9:30 a.m  

Come to the Table Dinner  5: 30  

Bible Study  Kids Konnect     6:15 

Jr. High Youth 5:30 p.m.                             

Sr. High Youth 7:00 p.m.                

Nancy Wilson                      

Brittany Isom                             

Tina Godino 

24. 

Jim Black 

25. 

 

26. 

Glen Woodside 

Alfred & Tina Godino 

27. 

Flint Hill 

Worship  8:30 a.m.                                                                               

Sunday School  9:45 a.m.                                    

Worship  10:45 a.m.         

  

28. 

Bailey Bryant 

29. 30.Ladies Bible Study 9:30 a.m 

Come to the Table Dinner  5: 30   

Bible Study  Kids Konnect 6:15      

Jr. High Youth 5:30 p.m.                             

Sr. High Youth 7:00 p.m. 

Becca Ash 

31. 

Esther Rader                           

  


