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The Pastor’s Pen
Covered in the Dust of our Rabbi

Return Service Requested

So, I was reading in the Old Testament and was once again moved by God’s grace as He shared eternal truths
throughout Scripture. I was reading in Kings and Chronicles, yet the Gospel message jumped out at me.
Elijah and Elisha had just finished a journey (2 Kings 2), when the master was taken to heaven and his servant, Elisha,
was left behind. Elisha’s request of Elijah was a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. God granted Elisha the ability to do
greater things than his master. This made me think of another Master and Disciple from the Gospel of John (14:12):
“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things
than these, because I am going to the Father.”
After Elijah ascended to heaven, Elisha retraced the steps of his journey with his master. Again, Jesus came to my
mind. There’s an old Jewish phrase you’ll hear me say from time to time; “May you be covered in the dust of your
Rabbi”. Young disciples of Rabbis literally followed their masters everywhere and tried to imitate them in all things. If
one was “covered in the dust of their Rabbi” it meant they followed their Rabbi so closely that the dust from his sandals
got on their robes. Elisha followed his master’s trail just like the disciples followed the path of Christ, preaching in temples and synagogues, healing and casting out demons. Elisha and the Disciples had followed their masters so closely
that they were able to walk the same path.
There was a third Gospel moment that jumped out at while doing this OT reading. Elisha’s final stop on his return trip
before heading home was not a place they visited on the way to Jordan. It was Mt. Carmel. After following Elijah’s
path, he went to the place of Elijah’s greatest victory and remembered. Elijah, alone of God’s prophets, had challenged hundreds of Baal’s prophets to a contest of miracles. Elijah and his God prevailed. It was a great victory
against the powers of hell. Literally, one man against a King, armies, priests and the Devil. That one man (Elijah) was
victorious because God willed it. In the same way, Jesus called us to remember His great victory. It was one man,
against an emperor with his armies, priests and the devil. It seemed Jesus was defeated when He was executed, but
Jesus wouldn’t stay dead and He won the greatest victory of all. Just as Elisha went back to the place of victory, so
do we every time we take communion and do so “in remembrance” of Him and His mighty works.
Praise God, He does not hide what He is going to do. All throughout Scripture, God reveals His will and character. I
pray this month that you be encouraged and remember God’s mighty victories as you follow Him closely and do great
things in His holy name. It is a great journey to be on together, doing greater things.

Grace and Peace,

David Gerhardt
Please join us on Sundays in July for a 4 week series:
“Next: Following Jesus on the Journey of a Lifetime”
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Sandra Gillmore
Chris & Sarah Lay
Jerry & Nita Johnson
CISD Staff & Students
Erbin & Dorothea Crowell
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Keath Garrison
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Ben & Edna McMorrough

Margaret Frederick
Bill Cannon
Hank McPherson
Thomas Brown and Family
Caden Cleveland
Josh White
Keith McEntire
Jeff Monk
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Betty Owens
Sandy Waterfield
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Jack Martin
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Phillip Gillmore
Sandie Cook
Isaac Lewis
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2018 UMW Calendar of Brown Bag Lunch Meetings
June, July, August No Meetings
September 13th Noon October 11th Noon
November 8th Noon

December 6th Noon

_________________________________________________________________________________

Youth Mission Trip to Puerto Rico
July 29th – August 5th (Trip is full)
**We will be working with an orphanage , making repairs, catching the kids up academically (they only had 2hrs of daylight/day
for 3 months), and collaborate with one family to repair/build
their home.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Hold fast to the Bible as the [main] anchor of your liberties; write its precepts
on your hearts and practice them in your lives. To the influence of this book
we are indebted for all the progress made in true civilization, and to this we
must look as our guide in the future.
—Ulysses S. Grant

__________________________________________________________________________________________
This prayer is being shared again to remind everyone that we are still in prayer for Thomas Brown and his
family. We realize that no one needs reminding that he is still missing, but we do want his family and
friends to know that we still care and miss him very much. #bringThomashome
Dear Lord, you are the one that we count on for the very breath that we
breathe. Without you all creation would not exist, nor would it continue. You
are our comfort and our strength and an ever present help in the midst of our
troubles. We continue to pray for Tom and his family. Our prayer is that you
would send your Holy Spirit to the corners of the world and find Tom and bring
him home. We pray that you will be a constant comfort to the family until they
see Tom again. It is in this time, that we now begin to see your heart for all lost
people, and pray that you give us a passion for those in our world who have
not found their way back home to you. We pray all these
prayers and so many more in Jesus Name, Amen!

June 2018 BUDGET & GIVING
Offerings to General Operating Fund for June: $37,566.00
Monthly Goal for Contributions to General Fund: $37,317.00
Year to Date Contributions for 2018: $203,667.00
Year to Date Goal: $223,902.00

The VBS theme this year was Babylon: Daniel’s
Courage in Captivity. Thanks to everyone who helped
out with VBS this year! We had 70 kids, 25 volunteers,
and raised $315.06 for the Chepkoiyo School in Africa!

Please join us on Sundays in July for a 4 week series:
“Next: Following Jesus on the Journey of a Lifetime”

“Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you
will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 1 Timothy 3: 14-15 (NIV)
This month we are featuring the RightNow Media study entitled Keeping Place.
In this 5-part series, author and Bible teacher Jen Pollock Michel takes us on a
journey through Scripture to uncover the meaning of home. We’ll discover our holy yearning for a place to belong, how God provides that place for us, and how we
can model His hospitality in our lives each day.
There are 5 lessons ranging in length from 17-21 minutes.
Home. There’s nowhere quite like it. It’s a safe place, a place of belonging, the
place we feel secure. And if we’re honest, at our core we all long for home. Our
longing might be sprinkled with nostalgia or laced with pain, but regardless, we
all feel the ache of homesickness in our hearts.
God is a homemaker. He created the earth for us to live in and He’s preparing a
place for us to spend eternity with Him. Jesus came, died, and rose again so we
could become part of His family—a family with the inheritance of eternity.

Welcome and Congratulations!

The Leader's Guide contains 30 pages of in-depth narrative teaching with direction for group discussion and helpful answers to Biblical questions. It moves beyond knowledge to the real-life application of God's Word in either personal or
group study. The leader’s guide has been purchased by our church, so if you are
interested in leading this series, please contact Sherry Lee (217-0452).

We would like to welcome our newest member, Tonya Powers, to our congregation!

Congratulations to Kathy and Shea Province on the birth of
their son Huxlee Dale Province on June 26th!
Congratulations to Alex and Heath Hayden
on the birth of their daughter
Aubrie Jo Hayden on June 28th.

The Connections Committee meets the first Monday of each month at 5 pm in the basement. We
would love to hear your ideas as we strive to fulfill our new mission statement. “The Canadian FUMC
is a church that is praying for God’s change within us so that we are transformed by the love of Christ,
nurtured to grow as disciples, and empowered to bring Christ to our relationships, our families, our
church, our community and our world.”
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Sunday
1.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m

Monday
2.

Tuesday
3.

Wednesday
4.

Thursday

Friday

5.

6.

Brad Layman

Lauren Koetting

Sadie Boyd

Sally Anderson

Chris & Nancy Schwerzenbach

Saturday
7.

Bryce Ward

Meal at noon in Fellowship Hall

8.

9.

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m

Bob & Melanie Lusk

Richard & Carol Brock

10.

11.

12.

Cheryl Hohertz

Carol Brock

Mattie Boyd

Jack Martin

Ben Bryant

John Godino

Nathan & Trisha Smith

Walter Ward

13.

14.

20.

21.

15.

16.

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m

Isaac Lewis

Emily Alexander

Logan Godino

Casey Carr

Bob Lusk
Brynn McPherson
Steve Mauldin

27.

28.

17.

18.

19.

Gary & Possum Jahnel
Curt & Bandi McPherson

22.

23.

24.

25.

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Kyle Jahnel

Chris & Heather Lee

Rick Waterfield

Wallace & Rhealene Hill

Eddie Innis

Dale & Brenda Jenkins

29.
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Gary Jahnel
Lance & Dayla Cates

30.

31.
Chad Walker
Brian Ash
Tommie Cannon

26.

