


1.29.2023 Revelation Introduction Study Notes

Warning  
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”  
Matthew 24:36 ESV 

Main Text Theme 
“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.’” Revelation 22:13 

Other Texts with Alpha and Omega Rev. 18, and 21:6 

The first and last letters in the greek alphabet are the “alpha and omega”  

Jesus is reminding his followers that God is the creator of the earth and will 
be its final judge.  

Author  
We will be holding to the classic Church position that the author of the 
Revelation is the Apostle John.  

Date 
We will be holding to an earlier reading of Revelation that places the book 
between 64-68 Ad.  

“Three basic arguments are put forth to defend that period. (1) There are 
allusions throughout Revelation to Nero as the current emperor (e.g., 6:2; 
13:1–18; 17:1–13). 
	 (2) The condition of the churches in Asia Minor to which John writes his 
letters (chaps. 2–3) best correlates with pre–70 Jewish Christianity, a time that 
witnessed the rupture between Christianity and Judaism. In effect, Revelation 
attests to the twofold persecution of Jewish Christianity—by the Jews and by 
the Romans. The former persecuted Jewish believers because of their faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah, so that they were consequently expelled from the 
synagogues, thus exposing them to Caesar worship.23 The latter, 
subsequently, tried to force Jewish Christians to revere Caesar. As judgment 
on the first-century Jews for persecuting Christians, John predicts that Christ 
will come in power to destroy Jerusalem, using the Roman empire to do so 
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(e.g., 1:7–8; 22:20; chaps. 2–3; 11; 17–18)—a warning that came true with 
Jerusalem’s fall in A.D. 70. 
	 (3) According to Revelation 11, the temple seems still to be standing 
(that is, at the time of the writing of the book).”  1

Historical Background 

This places the writing of revelation during the great fire of Rome and the 
persecution of Christians under emperor Nero.  

“"Therefore, to stop the rumor [that he had set Rome on fire], he [Emperor 
Nero] falsely charged with guilt, and punished with the most fearful tortures, 
the persons commonly called Christians, who were [generally] hated for their 
enormities. Christus, the founder of that name, was put to death as a criminal 
by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea, in the reign of Tiberius, but the 
pernicious superstition - repressed for a time, broke out yet again, not only 
through Judea, - where the mischief originated, but through the city of Rome 
also, whither all things horrible and disgraceful flow from all quarters, as to a 
common receptacle, and where they are encouraged. Accordingly first those 
were arrested who confessed they were Christians; next on their information, 
a vast multitude were convicted, not so much on the charge of burning the 
city, as of "hating the human race.” 
In their very deaths they were made the subjects of sport: for they were 
covered with the hides of wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs, or nailed 
to crosses, or set fire to, and when the day waned, burned to serve for the 
evening lights. Nero offered his own garden players for the spectacle, and 
exhibited a Circensian game, indiscriminately mingling with the common 
people in the dress of a charioteer, or else standing in his chariot. For this 
cause a feeling of compassion arose towards the sufferers, though guilty and 
deserving of exemplary capital punishment, because they seemed not to be 
cut off for the public good, but were victims of the ferocity of one man.”  2

 Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”	1

 "Nero Persecutes The Christians, 64 A.D.," EyeWitness to History, 2

www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2000).
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3 Views on Revelation  

Preteresit/ postmillennialism 
“The preterist viewpoint wants to take seriously the historical interpretation of 
Revelation by relating it to its original author and audience.”  3

“The origin of preterism can be traced to the theological system known as 
postmillennialism, which teaches that Christ will return after the Millennium, a 
period of bliss on earth brought about by the conversion of the nations 
because of the preaching of the gospel.”  4

Idealist/Amillennialism  
“The idealist approach to Revelation has sometimes been called the 
“spiritualist” view in that it interprets the book spiritually, or symbolically. 
Accordingly, Revelation is seen from this perspective as representing the 
ongoing conflict of good and evil, with no immediate historical connection to 
any social or political events.”  5

Classic and Progressive Dispensationalism/ Premillennialism  
Classic Dispensationalism  
“During each dispensation, humankind fails to live in obedience to the divine 
test, consequently bringing that period under God’s judgment and thus 
creating the need for a new dispensation. Read this way, the Bible can be 
divided into the following eight dispensations (though the number of names 
vary in this school of thought): innocence, conscience, civil government, 
promise, Mosaic law, church and age of grace, tribulation, millennium.”  6

3  Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”	

 Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”4

  Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”5

 C. I. Scofield, Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth (New York: Loizeaux Brothers, 1896).6
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Progressive Dispensationalism 
“The absolutely essential framework of the self-understanding of primitive 
Christianity…is an eschatological one. Christians had come to believe that, in 
the event of Christ, the new (coming) age had dawned, and that, especially 
through Christ’s death and resurrection and the subsequent gift of the Spirit, 
God had set the future in motion, to be consummated by yet another coming 
(Parousia) of Christ. Theirs was therefore an essentially eschatological 
existence. They lived “between the times” of the beginning and the 
consummation of the end. Already God had secured their…salvation; already 
they were the people of the future, living the life of the future in the present 
age—and enjoying its benefits. But they still awaited the glorious 
consummation of this salvation. Thus they lived in an essential tension 
between the “already” and the “not-yet.”  7

Outline  

Introduction (1:1–3) 

I A Vision of the Glorified Christ (1:4–20) 
1 Triunitarian Greeting (1:4–6) 
2 The Promise of Christ’s Return (1:7–8) 
3 The Glory of Christ (1:9–18) 
4 The Mandate and the Key (1:19–20) 
II A Message to the Churches (2:1–3:22) 
1 To Ephesus (2:1–7) 
2 To Smyrna (2:8–11) 
3 To Pergamum (2:12–17) 
4 To Thyatira (2:18–29) 
5 To Sardis (3:1–6) 
6 To Philadelphia (3:7–13) 
7 To Laodicea (3:14–22) 

 Gordon D. Fee, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1988), 19.7
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III An Unveiling of the Future (4:1–22:21) 
1 A Heavenly Scene (4:1–5:14) 
(1) The Twenty-four Elders (4:1–4) 

[Vol 39: Rev, p. 49] 

(2) The cherubim (4:5–11) 
(3) The Seven-Sealed Book (5:1–4) 
(4) The Lion of Judah (5:5–14) 
2 The Seal Judgments (6:1–8:1) 
(1) The Four Horsemen (6:1–8) 
(2) The Martyr Seal (6:9–11) 
(3) The Sixth Seal (6:12–17) 
(4) The Sealing of the 144,000 (7:1–8) 
(5) The Identification of Gentile Believers (7:9–17) 
(6) The Opening of the Seventh Seal (8:1) 
3 The Trumpet Judgments (8:2–11:19) 
(1) The First Four Trumpets (8:2–13) 
(2) The Fifth Trumpet of Demonic Oppression (9:1–12) 
(3) The Sixth Trumpet of Eastern Invasion (9:13–21) 
(4) The Voice of the Seven Thunders (10:1–7) 
(5) The Bittersweet Scroll (10:8–11) 
(6) Two Amazing Witnesses (11:1–14) 
(7) The Seventh Trumpet (11:15–19) 
4 An Interpretive Interlude (12:1–14:20) 
(1) A Woman, a Child, and a Dragon (12:1–17) 
(2) The Beast Out of the Sea (13:1–10) 
(3) The Beast Out of the Land (13:11–18) 
(4) The 144,000 in Heaven (14:1–7) 
(5) The Announcement of the Demise of Babylon (14:8–13) 
(6) A Vision of Armageddon (14:14–20) 
5 The Bowls of Wrath Judgments (15:1–16:21) 
(1) The Presentation of the Bowls to the Angels (15:1–8) 
(2) The First Five Bowls of Wrath (16:1–11) 
(3) The Sixth Bowl of Wrath—an Unholy Trinity (16:12–16) 
(4) The Seventh Bowl of Wrath—Consummation (16:17–21) 
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6 The Judgment of Apostate Religion (17:1–18) 
(1) The Scarlet Woman (17:1–6) 
(2) The Beast that Carries Her (17:7–18) 
7 The Judgment of Great Babylon (18:1–24) 
8 The Return of Christ (19:1–21) 
(1) The Marriage of the Lamb (19:1–10) 
(2) The Triumph of Christ (19:11–16) 
(3) The Demise of the Beast (19:17–21) 
9 The Millennial Age (20:1–10) 
(1) The Binding of Satan (20:1–3) 
(2) The Reigning of Believers (20:4–6) 
(3) Gog and Magog (20:7–10) 

[Vol 39: Rev, p. 50] 

10 The Judgment of the Great White Throne (20:11–15) 
11 The Heavenly Kingdom (21:1–22:5) 
(1) Heavenly Relationships (21:1–7) 
(2) Heavenly Exclusions (21:8) 
(3) Heavenly Beauties (21:9–27) 
(4) Heavenly Provisions (22:1–6) 
IV Concluding Invitation (22:7–21)  8

 Criswell, W. A. The Criswell Study Bible. Lynchburg, VA: The Old-Time Gospel Hour, n.d. 8
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Literary Styles 
- Prophetic (Both Present and Future) 

- Revelation contains prophetic tones as in the judgement for sin. Some of 
these judgements were present during the vision John received ie. the 7 
churches mentioned in Chapters 2-3, other vision were meant for a 
future time ie. final judgement chapter 20. 

- Apocalyptic 
- “Apocalyptic literature involves descriptions of the end of the world and 

typically depicts grandiose, cataclysmic events. In the Old Testament, 
books such as Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah contain elements of 
apocalyptic literature. The same is true of certain passages in the New 
Testament, such as 2 Thessalonians 2, Mark 13, and Matthew 24. And, 
of course, the entire book of Revelation is apocalyptic; in fact, the Greek 
word apocalypse means “revelation.”  9

Purpose of this Study 

In John’s time of receiving this revelation the hope was to let the believer 
know that their time of suffering was going to come to an end. This is a hope 
for the Christian of a new heaven and earth where God will put away all evil.  

Also, for the Christian, revelation inspires an urgency to share the forgiveness 
of Christ, because without it the unbeliever must be held accountable for their 
sinfulness. The hope of this study is then for Christians to help others become 
followers of Jesus and to expand the names in the Lamb’s book of life. Amen. 

 https://www.gotquestions.org/apocalyptic-literature.html9
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2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

Focus Text 

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia:   Grace to you and peace from 
him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 
are before his throne, 
and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 
his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes 
of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.”” Revelation 1:4–8 ESV 

Section I The Father and the Spirit/spirits?  

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Greeting to the Seven Churches 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,” Revelation 1:4 ESV 

Bookends him who is who was and is to come (v.4) 

 This rivals the creation mythology of the Greek/Roman Gods. 
Uranus (Sky) and Gaia (Earth) births the Titans births the gods. There are 
some ancient writings describing Zeus as who was and who is and who will 
be.  1

Whereas, the Triune God has always been. 

  Pausanias 10.12. The shrine of Minerva at Sais provides the inscription, “I am all that hath 1

been and is and shall be” (Plutarch, De Isid. 9).
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2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

Seven Spirits (v 4.) 

Option 1 The Seven Archangels from the Jewish Apocrypha  

“CHAPTER 20 Enoch 
(R.H. Charles Oxford: The Clarendon Press) 

1. And these are the names of the holy angels who watch. 
(Revelation 8:2), (Hebrews 1:7), (Revelation 1:4), (Revelation 4:5), (Revelation 
5:6), (Zechariah 4:10) (Revelation 1:16), (Revelation 1:20), (Zechariah 3:9), 
(Revelation 2:1), (Revelation 3:1), (Revelation 15:6) 

2. Uriel, one of the holy angels, who is over the world and over Tartarus. 

3. Raphael, one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits of men. 
(Tobías 12:15), (Tobías 3:16-17), (Tobías 5:4-17), (Tobías 6), (Tobías 12:15-22) 

4. Raguel, one of the holy angels who takes vengeance on the world of the 
luminaries. 

5. Michael, one of the holy angels, to wit, he that is set over the best part of 
mankind and over chaos. 
(Daniel 10:13), (Daniel 10:21), (Daniel 12:1), (Jude 1:9), (Revelation 12:7) 

6. Saraqael, one of the holy angels, who is set over the spirits, who sin in the 
spirit. 

7. Gabriel, one of the holy angels, who is over Paradise and the serpents and 
the Cherubim. 
(Daniel 8:16), (Daniel 9:21), (Luke 1:19), (Luke 1:26), (Genesis 3:24), (Exodus 
25:18-22), (Ezekiel 10:4-5) 

8. Remiel, one of the holy angels, whom God set over those who rise. 
(Mateo 28:2, 5), (Marcos 16:5)”  2

 (R.H. Charles Oxford: The Clarendon Press) https://bookofenochreferences.wordpress.com/2

2014/03/12/the-book-of-enoch-chapter-20/
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Option 2 Babylonian gods 

“The Babylonians also recognized five of the planets, along with the Sun and 
Moon. They associated the planets with different gods in their pantheon: 
Jupiter with Marduk, Venus with Ishtar, Saturn with Ninurta, Mercury with 
Nabu, Mars with Nergal, the Sun with Shamash and the Moon with Sin.”  3

Option 3 The Holy Spirit from Isaiah 11 

“2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD.” Isaiah 11:2 ESV 

Option 4 The Holy Spirit from Zechariah 4 

“And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who 
is awakened out of his sleep. And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I 
see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and 
iseven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of 
it. 3 And there are jtwo olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the 
other on its left.” 4 And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these, my lord?” Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to 
me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 6 Then he said 
to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:1-6 ESV 

 https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-ancient-traditions/babylonian-astrology-00108063
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2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

Section II The Son 

“and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made 
us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” Rev. 1:5-6 ESV 

“Jesus is considered to be equal with both God and these 7 
spirits. He is called the faithful witness. Meaning He is the one 
true witness to both God the Father and to the revelation that is 
about to occur. Also, he is considered faithful to this witness 
because of his conviction to death as seen here: “The Greek 
word for witness (martys) has come over into English as “martyr,” 
one who suffers death for allegiance to a cause.”  4

The first born of the dead is the meaning that Jesus was the first to die in this 
cause of bringing His kingdom into the world.  

The final name is the ruler of kings on earth. This statement is setting up the 
battle between The Kingly Christ and the kingdoms of the world. As we will 
see the victorious Christ throughout the vision of revelation.  

“Revelation is a tale of two thrones dueling for the allegiance 
of humanity. The word throne appears forty-six times. John 
pits the throne of the Roman Empire against the throne of 
Christ, who is the true Ruler of the kings of the earth. 
Revelation presents the kingdom of God as the alternative to 
human political dominions. John had given up on human 
political institutions. Thus Revelation contains strong political 
overtones.”  5

  https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#950 Mounce4

 Asbury Bible Commentary 5
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2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

John is then moved to a praise (doxology) by reminding the believer they are 
(I) freed from sin, (II) apart of Christ’s Kingdom, (III) priests of this new Godly 
Kingdom. 

One of the messianic visions both in the Old and New Testament is that we 
are apart of a priesthood for God. See the verses below. 

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

Exodus 19:5–6 ESV 

“but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; they shall speak of you as 
the ministers of our God; you shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their 
glory you shall boast.”

Isaiah 61:6 ESV 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”

1 Peter 2:9 ESV 

Jesus’ perfect sacrifice frees us from sin. Places us in God’s Kingdom, and 
we assume the role of His priests to carry out worship for Him who was, 
and is, and is to come. 
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2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

Section III Alpha & Omega 

“Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even 
so. Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” Revelation 1:7-8 ESV 

In the Old Testament we are familiar with God’s presence coming from the 
clouds in order to bring order to the chaotic world.  

“ In Daniel’s vision of the four beasts, the prophet saw one like a 
son of man coming “with the clouds of heaven” (Dan 7:13). 
Zechariah prophesied that on the day of the Lord the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem would “look on the one they have pierced” and 
“mourn for him” (Zech 12:10). These two prophetic motifs are 
joined by John and adapted to describe the impending advent of 
the victorious Christ and the response of a hostile world to the 
revelation of his universal sovereignty.”  6

Finally, we are introduced to the first occurrence of the “Alpha and 
Omega” in Revelation 1:8. Here we are brought to the reality that 
God has total authority over all of creation and that when the 
kingdoms of the world become irreparably evil then the Lord of all 
creation will bring those kingdoms to their ending.  

John then once again finishes with the stanza, “Who is and who 
was and who is to come.” (Rev. 1:8) 

 Aune argues that v. 7 is of oracular origin although it is not first person singular speech of a 6

divine revealer “the single reliable feature whereby the oracles embedded in the Apocalypse 
may be confidently identified” (Prophecy in Early Christianity, 278–81 and 433, n. 184).
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2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

Practical Application

Praying in a doxological way. This opening greeting is a prayer. This 
prayer is not about asking for requests. Instead, John is overwhelmed by 
the nature of the Triune God and just wants to offer Him all praise and 
glory for God’s very nature. Take the Nicean Creed that we recite and 
make it your prayer. Praising the Father for being the Creator of all things. 
Praise the Son for His atoning work on the cross. Praise the Spirit for His 
patience guidance back to the Father and the Son. Just take time to praise 
God for He is the Alpha (beginning) and the Omega (end), and the one 
who was, and is, and is to come! Amen!
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2.12.2022 Revelation “Glorified” Rev. 1:9-20

Focus Text 

“I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom 
and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a 
loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and 
send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 
Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea.” 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the 
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and 
with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were 
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held 
seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and 
his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his 
right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and 
the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have 
the keys of Death and Hades. Write therefore the things that you 
have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 
As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, 
and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven 
churches.”

(Revelation 1:9–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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2.12.2022 Revelation “Glorified” Rev. 1:9-20

Section I “The Command 

“   I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind 
me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the 
seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.’”

(Revelation 1:9–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


We are given a brotherly welcome from John. During the Neroian persecution the 
church was under attack. John is sympathizing with the Christians in this time. 
Reminding them that their inheritance is not only in suffering but also in God’s Kingdom 
that we must endure with patience. 


“The linking of the three experiences shared by John and his readers is an 
interesting construction. G. E. Ladd is convinced that tribulation is the lot of the 
church in every age. Then follows the kingdom, which is gained by endurance. 
Ladd cites Acts 14:22, which indicates that one must enter the kingdom of God 
through many tribulations.17 R. Mounce follows with confidence, citing Ladd’s 
conclusion that “tribulation here includes all the evil which will befall the 
church, but especially the great Tribulation at the end, which will be only the 
intensification of what the church has suffered throughout history.”1

Here seems to be one of the most accurate depictions of Patmos. Some scholars suggest 
it was a prison work camp of sorts, but most agree that it was just a remote island 
convenient to put rebels away from Roman Society.  

"Patmos is one of the islands in the Aegean Sea, off the western coast of Asia 
Minor, or modern-day Turkey. John had apparently been banished there 
because of his Christian preaching. Banishment was punishment for various 
offenses, including magic and astrology. It was also used for those convicted 
of promoting “superstition,” a term for religious practices that were considered 
suspect. The Romans sometimes called Christianity “superstition” (Pliny the 
Younger, Epistles 10.96.8–9; Tacitus, Annals 15.44), and they probably sent 
John to Patmos for a period of time because his prophetic message seemed to 
threaten the social order.”2

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 65.

 Craig R. Koester, Revelation and the End of All Things, 2nd Ed., Accordance electronic ed. 2

(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2018), 56.
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2.12.2022 Revelation “Glorified” Rev. 1:9-20

The Final debate seems to be why only these seven churches in Asia Minor. There 
were more Christian communities than these. R. Mounce believes that the letters to the 
seven churches were meant to be passed along to more communities. However, the 
seven are a starting point because they were the postal points.  

“The completed scroll is then to be sent to the seven churches. Ramsay’s 
suggestion that the seven cities named by John were chosen because they 
were the distribution centers for the seven postal districts of west-central Asia 
Minor”3

Section II “The Glorified Christ” 

“Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed 
with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were 
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. In 
his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and 
his face was like the sun shining in full strength.”

(Revelation 1:12–16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


John is confronted with a different view of Christ than the meek Galilean rabbi whom he 
knew so well. We are reminded Jesus briefly displayed his full form on the Mt. of Olives in 
Matthew 17. 

“And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light.”

(Matthew 17:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


This view of Jesus in Rev. 1 is a call back to the book of Daniel. Look at these depictions 
of the one called “The Ancient of Days.”  

““I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 
son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.”

(Daniel 7:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 3

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 56.
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““As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its 
wheels were burning fire.”

(Daniel 7:9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


Robe 
Mouce details that the Golden sash is found seven times in the bible and six of those times 
refers to the robe of the high priest. This symbolizes Christ as the “perfect high priest” 
(Hebrews 8:1).   4

White Hair 
The white hair is a recalling of the “Son of Man” from Daniel’s vision. There are a litany 
of aspects that can be taken from this. The white hair could be seen as wisdom.  It 5

could be seen as purity. It could be seen as God’s Holiness. All of which point back to 
Christ’s supreme understanding and power.  6

Fiery Eyes 
I will let R. Mounce share his perspective about these fiery eyes! 

“Continuing with the description, we learn that his eyes “were like blazing fire” 
(cf. Dan 10:6), an item repeated in the letter to Thyatira (2:18) as well as in 
the account of the victorious return of the conquering Messiah (19:12). It 
expresses the penetrating insight of the one who is sovereign, not only over 
the seven churches but over the entire course of history as well."7

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 58.

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 58.

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 68.

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 7

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 58-59.
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Bronze Feet 
This maybe the most interesting part of Christ described. The word used here is unique 
to this text only. It most likely means something like “Bronze being taken out of a fiery 
furnace.” This implication is that these sturdy feet will not be moved on the day of 
conquest. In Ephesians 6 when Paul talks about the sandals of the gospel of peace he 
is instilling that the sandals give the solder a firm footing in times of battle. Similarly, 
these poured bronze feet of Christ are unwavering and solid.  8

Voice 
John is met with the voice of the gloried Christ. Far from the human voice of Jesus in a 
human body this voice sounds like the rushing of the ocean. Also, John is recalling the 
prophet Ezekiel as the sound of God coming. 

“And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of his 
coming was like the sound of many waters, and the earth shone with his glory.”

(Ezekiel 43:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


Sword from His Mouth  
Here the New American Bible Commentary outlines the sword coming from the mouth 
of Christ. 

“This last image, grotesque if reduced to canvas and paint, is intended by John to 
describe the effects of every spoken word of the Son of Man. His word is piercing, 
cutting, separating, revealing (Heb 4:12), and absolutely irresistible.”   9

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.”

(Hebrews 4:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 8

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 68.

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 9

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 69.
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Sun-filled Face 
Finally the high point Christ’s face is shining like the sun. However it should be implied 
that this could also mean His whole being is shining. Mounce closes this text with a 
beautiful descriptor.  

“There was a brilliance about Christ that surrounded his entire person. 
Once before, on the Mount of Transfiguration, John beheld the Lord when 
“his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light” 
(Matt 17:2; cf. Exod 34:29; Judg 5:31; Matt 13:43).”  10

This scene of Christ in the fullness of His glory is profound and powerful. One final note we 
should not see this version of Jesus as a future vision, but to understand this is what the 
Son of God, the second person of the Trinity has looked something like for all time. Craig 
Koester states: 

“The initial revelation, a startling one perhaps, is not of a future event, but 
of a present reality. The exalted Christ is already present among the 
churches that are represented by the golden lampstands.”11

Finally, it needs to be noted that John uses the word “like” or “something like” several 
times. The vision of the glorified Christ goes beyond what we as humans can fully 
comprehend, so John is uses the closest symbolism he can to help us as the reader to 
picture Christ in all His glory.  

Section III “A Message to the Seven Churches” 

“When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am 
alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. Write therefore the things 
that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. As for the 
mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches.”
(Revelation 1:17–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 10

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 60.

 Craig R. Koester, Revelation and the End of All Things, 2nd Ed., Accordance electronic ed. 11

(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2018),
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John reacted to this overwhelming vision of Jesus the same way Isaiah the prophet did 
when we saw God in the throne room. Or, how Peter fell down when Jesus filled up his 
nets with fish.  Or, when the angels appeared to declare that Jesus had been born. The 12

sight was overwhelming for a mere mortal to behold. 

Christ comforts John asserting that he needn’t fear, and revealing that this cosmic being 
was indeed the one who had died and now reigns forever. Also, once again we are greeted 
to the Alpha and Omega with the glorified Christ reminding us that he is “the first and the 
last.” God is sovereign over all of creation.  

Jesus then reveals that He is the holder for the keys to both Death and Hades. I found this 
quote helpful in understanding what that means. 

“Here it is enough to say that hadēs represents the unseen, shadowy world 
of departed spirits and may be rendered “grave” only if the reader knows 
that this is not the same as “tomb” or “earthen grave” but more the state of 
being continually dead. Christ, through his atoning death and triumphant 
resurrection, has shown that he holds suzerainty even over the 
archenemy of the race and that he will unlock the prison doors for those 
who follow him.”13

John is then told to record what is told to him. Here we see a glimpse of a progressive 
Dispensationalist viewpoint. 

Progressive Dispensationalist

“Many take it to refer to the past (the vision of the risen Christ, chap. 1), the 
present (the seven churches, chaps. 2–3), and the future (the Great 
Tribulation, the Parousia, the temporary messianic kingdom, and the 
eternal state, chaps. 4–22). Others, however, perceive a twofold division in 
verse 19—John is told to write what he saw (either the vision of the Son of 
Man in chap. 1 or, as we prefer, the vision of the whole book, cf. 1:19 with 
1:11), which consists of the things that are (present) and the things that will 
be (future). This is how the RSV understands the verse: “Now write what 
you see, what is and what is to take place hereafter.”14

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 12

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 69.

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 13

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 69-70.

 Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 14

Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 137.
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The time frame in this text honors both the present seven churches in Asia Minor Chapters 
2-3. But, will also progress from there to record a future tribulation and final judgement. 
Christ is letting the reader know that their are parts of this vision for the present moment, 
and things that will be coming at a later time. 

Finally, we are told what the seven stars and seven lamp stands represent. They are the 
seven churches where these letters are meant to go and the seven messengers/angels 
who oversee them. We are reminded that Jesus tells the church in the beatitudes 
(Matthew 5) that we are the light to world. These lamp stands are were the Word of Christ 
is to be shown to the whole world.  15

There are two ways you can see the angels here. One thought is that the angels represent 
spiritual angelic beings who are in charge of guarding the churches. This isn’t a foreign 
concept in scripture. The other interpretation is that the greek word angelos used here can 
me messenger.  
The seven messengers could be the overseers of the church delivering faithfully the word 
of Christ to them. In the Old Testament God would seen prophets to His people so that His 
will would be made known. We aren’t certain on the matter, what is clear is that these 
seven messengers are called to oversee in some way they seven churches.  16

Practical Application 

Our application this morning is to have a balanced view of Jesus. 

First, we have an Incarnational view of Jesus. Jesus was fully God and fully human while 
he walked on earth. What we learn from the gospels is to imitate Jesus as He was with us 
on earth. Jesus is considered by Paul to be the second Adam. Meaning that the sin the 
first Adam brought into the world, the second Adam forgives. 

“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”

(1 Corinthians 15:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 15

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 73.

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 16

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 71-72.
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Christ by the power of the Spirit is teaching you through the gospels what it means to live 
as renewed humans. Or, as God intended from the beginning. These teachings of grace, 
loves, and mercy help us to honor God and love our neighbor and bring about in small 
ways the Kingdom of God in the world.  

However, we also must have a true vision for the glorified Jesus. Here this verse from 
Proverbs 1:7 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.”

(Proverbs 1:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


The phrase “fear of the Lord” appears 27 times in the Bible. The meaning behind the 
phrase is a respect of God’s wishes and understanding you are dealing with the divine 
creator of the universe. John was afraid of Christ in His true heavenly form. Christ calmed 
his fear but for John being near God was a face down overwhelming, fearful situation. 
Apart of following Jesus is seeing Him as He is today, the ruler of all creation. I found the 
Idealist perspective on this very helpful. 

Idealist 
“The initial vision of the exalted Christ (vv. 9–20) is the focal point or center of the first 
vision. Our imagination is taxed beyond capacity as we try to imagine the Christ 
described by John, whose frequent use of the word “like” warns us that we should not 
take him literally. He is using earthly language to describe what is beyond description. 
The end result is a brilliant picture of the exalted Christ that knocks John to the ground. 
One truth is clear: The Christ in this vision is not the Jesus of John’s Gospel, that is, 
Jesus in a state of humiliation. Here, Jesus is the Son of Man clothed with majesty and 
armed with a two-edged sword, the Word, for battle against those who refuse to repent 
(2:16).”17

The glorified Jesus goes beyond our imagination. Stands above us in a way that reminds 
us that we are not the center of the universe.  

When we pray, read our bibles, come to church, and every other aspect of our lives we 
should have a healthy dose of respect for God. We shouldn’t think that He’s some meek 
rabbi who doesn’t care about us, or our sin, but instead we should be in awe of Him and 
we should also care deeply about what He wants.  

Also, we should hand over our concerns to Him and stop trying to live as if we are the 
center of the universe. Trust me Christ is plenty big enough to handle it all.  

 Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 17

Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 101.
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Focus Text 

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The 
words of him who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand, who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands. 
“ ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient 
endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who 
are evil, but have tested those who call themselves 
apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I 
know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for 
my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. But I 
have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first. Remember therefore from where 
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at 
first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you repent. Yet this 
you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which 
I also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I 
will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.’”
(Revelation 2:1–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 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Section I “About Ephesus”

Some notes about Ephesus 

- It was a major port city in the Roman proconsular of Asia Minor. (See image no. 1) 

- It was a free city state being allowed by Rome to establish her own form of 
governance. 

- Unlike many other important Roman colonies worship of the emperor wasn’t viewed 
with high regard. It was done to appease the Romans but the main worship was to 
the goddess Artemis (Diana in latin). Artemis was the goddess of the hunt, and one 
of the goddesses of fertility. She can be seen with the fur pelts of her kills and the 
lumps on her body could be multiple breasts, or bull testicles. Both ancient symbols 
of fertility. Another option is that they are apart of her garment.  (See image no. 2) 1

- The temple of Artemis was considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, and would have made Ephesus one of the top travel destinations in the 
ancient world.  

- The population of Ephesus in her prime about 300 bc. would have reached 250,000 
people, and upon the vision of the revelation the city would still have housed well 
over 100,000 people. For modern example at their largest the city would have been 
the same size as Fort Wayne Indiana, and at the time John wrote this letter the city 
would have been the size of Boulder Colorado.  

- Finally, Ephesus was a city that prided herself on knowledge and philosophy.The 
most prominent structure still standing is the library of Celsius. (See image no. 3) 
Admittedly, this wasn’t completed until 117 ad. The governor Gaius Julius Celsus 
Polemaeanus was born in Ephesus and his family built the library in Ephesus as a 
tribute to him and to the city that taught him well.  

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 82.
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“The Library of Celsus at Ephesus. The 
Library of Celsus was constructed in 117 AD 
as a both a library and tomb to honor the 
governor of the Roman province of Asia, 
Gaius Julius Celsus Polemaeanus. During 
excavations Celsus’ marble sarcophagus 
with remains included were discovered in the 
library on the rear interior wall facing the 
facade. The library was three stories high 
and held around 12,000 scrolls and is 
considered the most prominent surviving 
structure in Ephesus.”

The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. 
“Ephesus,” paragraph 1059.

The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. Listed as one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, the Temple of 
Artemis at Ephesus was the largest Greek temple in 
antiquity, measuring 230 by 426 feet (70 by 130 meters) 
with 127 columns. Each column measured over 6 feet (2 
meters) in diameter and 65 feet (20 meters) high. This 
temple is also referred to as the Artemision. 

The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Ephesus,” 
paragraph 1037. 

Figure 2: Statue of Artemis at Ephesus. This figure shows 
a statue of Artemis. She is adorned with images of 
animals and bears tiers of protuberances on her chest. 
These have been variously identified as breasts, eggs, or 
the testes of bulls which had been sacrificed to her. 
Whatever the exact identification, they are universally 
regarded to be a symbol of fertility.
Courtesy of the Ephesus Archaeological Museum, Turkey.

The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Ephesus,” 
paragraph 1044.

A Map of Ephesus located in modern day Turkey.

Image no. 1

Image no. 2

Image no. 3
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Section II “Doing Good Things”

““To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 
“ ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with 
those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s 
sake, and you have not grown weary.” 
(Revelation 2:1–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

The first observation is that Christ is “walking among them” (Rev. 2:1). He sees their 
works and offers praise and criticism to each. For Ephesus we see the Lord walking 
among the lamp stands to offer His comments to Ephesus.  

“Having assured the church that the omniscient Lord is fully aware of their 
works, since after all he walks up and down in the midst of the seven golden 
lampstands, he goes on to describe precisely the nature of the works that he 
commends.” 2

The main complement for the Ephesian church is their patient obedience to Christ. The 
problem the church appears to be facing is the emergence of false teachers in their 
midst. The Lord compliments them for knowing how to discern which teachers are true 
and which are false. One of the oldest Christian documents we have is a work titles the 
Didache, and it is an instruction manual for Christian at the end of the first century. It 
would most likely have been available for the church in Ephesus durning the writing of 
this letter. Below is an excerpt about how the church should handle the coming of 
prophets and apostles.   

“Now concerning the apostles and prophets, deal with them as follows in 
accordance with the rule of the gospel. Let every apostle who comes to 
you be welcomed as if he were the Lord. But he is not to stay for more than 
one day, unless there is need, in which case he may stay another. But if he 
stays three days, he is a false prophet. And when the apostle leaves, he is 
to take nothing except bread until he finds his next night’s lodging. But if he 
asks for money, he is a false prophet.” 
3

As we can see the church was already dealing with teachers coming in and presenting 
messages that were on the whole false. The (true) apostle Paul knew this was going to be 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 84.

  (Didache 11:3–6 Apostolic Fathers: English Translations)3
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an issue for the gentile church because they did not have a solid background in Jewish 
teachings. Before he departed the church in Ephesus he warned them this would happen.  

“I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock;” (Paul to the Ephesians)

(Acts 20:29 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

On the whole the church of Ephesus seems to be ahead of the game when it comes to 
being diligent, hardworking, and discerning with correct teaching.  4

Section III “Lost Love”

“But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will 
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.” 
(Revelation 2:4–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

The Ephesian Christians were doing good things without love. Several scholars debate 
is this is a lost love for one another in the church, or a lost love for Christ. I will be 
making the argument that the love they have lost is for Christ Himself. The New 
American Commentary gives the best explanation: 

“Certainly, one can do all the right things and yet do them for an 
inadequate or ignoble reason. One can even do the right things for some 
of the right reasons but fail in the service of the Lord in terms of the 
noblest reasoning. Perhaps Ephesus had succeeded well in many areas, 
but the maintenance of that success had become more important than the 
motivation for service—namely, the love for Christ.” 5

What is interesting is that Christ tells the church that they need to return to the love they 
originally had. This concept of returning to the “love of your youth” can be found in 
several places in the Old Testament. See Hosea 2 below. Even in the ancient world 
young love was well known. How when a couple first begins their relationship they have 
a passion for one another, and over time if neglected that passion, and care can fade 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 85.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 5

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 85-86.
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away. Christ is called the Ephesians church back to it’s young love because their heart 
for him has indeed faded away.  

““Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, 
and speak tenderly to her.

 And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a 
door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as 
at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.

“And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me ‘My Husband,’ and 
no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’”

(Hosea 2:14–16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This problem of good works with no heart is something that has been seen throughout 
the bible. Jesus makes it known that while people honor God with their lips, their hearts 
are far from Him. The prophet Amos makes a scathing correct to Israel stating that God 
hates theirs sacrifices because they have ceased to act justly, and to care for people 
the way God commanded them in the law. Samuel the prophet rebukes king Saul 
because he offered a sacrifice out of order and tell him that the Lord loves obedience. 
Finally, in Psalm 51 King David recounts his sin against God and remarks that the 
ultimate sacrifice is a broken, or humble heart. The Lord is reminding the Ephesian 
church that their true duty is to love Him as they are s 

““‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me;”

(Matthew 15:8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

““I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies.

 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened 
animals, I will not look upon them.”

(Amos 5:21–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not 
kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he 
commanded you.”

(1 Samuel 13:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


“And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of 
rams.”

(1 Samuel 15:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 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“For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not 
be pleased with a burnt offering.

 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise.”

(Psalm 51:16–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Finally, they are give their warning to repent meaning change their ways. Jesus wants 
them to keep pursuing the truth and continue in their service, but to consider their 
hearts. To be reminded that it’s a joy to serve Christ and Christ loves them as well. 
Mounce reminds us that “without love the congregation ceases to be a church of 
Christ.”  If however, they decide they would not want to change their ways then Christ 6

will remove their lamp stand from it’s place. Meaning that they would indeed cease 
being a church for Jesus.  Remember Jesus is the one who founded and commissions 7

the Church for His service. One can have a building, hymnals, preaching, and service 
but without Christ there is no Church, because it belongs to Him, and is sustained by 
Him.  

Section IV “Hatred”

“Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”
(Revelation 2:6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

The modern Christian will tout “God is love” at any given turn. However, John records 
for us that Christ hates this religious group the Nicolaitans. To be clear God doesn’t 
hate the people in these groups if that were true then Paul’s understanding that our 
battle is not with flesh and blood but with powers of darkness. Rather, we should see 
this as a hatred from false teachings that lead people away from Christ and His saving 
love for them. Jesus while on earth was overcome by anger for the exploitation of 
people who were coming into the temple to offer their sacrifices. People had setup 
tables with animals and would only accept “temple money” for these animals. So, when 
people arrived at the Jerusalem temple with their own sacrifice they would be told that 
it wasn’t acceptable and they needed to exchange their real money for temple money 
and buy an acceptable animal from these vendors. Jesus makes a whip and destroys 
the faulty market place with what most of us would describe as a hatred for these false 
vendors, and their sinfulness. Finally, we are reminded in Exodus chapter 20 that the 
first command is not worship any other gods because the Lord God expects His 
people to worship Him alone. We are not fully aware of who the Nicolaitans were are 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 6

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 70.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 7

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 86.
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what they taught. Some scholars seem to believe that they were an offshoot of a 
deacon names Nicolaus in Acts 6. Church history states Nicolaus became apostate 
and took some followers with him. It’s possible that Nicolaus taught Gnosticism, which 
teaches that the spirit is good, the body is evil and you can treat the physical world 
however you want because it’s evil.  We do not know exactly what the Nicolaitans 8

taught but we are aware they stand outside of Christianity proper. We also know that 
the church is called to “hate” false teaching and to stand up against false teachers. 
The most loving action for the believer is to guide people to the truth of scripture. 

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.”

(Ephesians 6:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen 
and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 
with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those 
who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my 
Father’s house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered that it 
was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.””

(John 2:13–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And God spoke all these words, saying,

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

“You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.”

(Exodus 20:1–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 8

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 88-89.
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Section V “The Tree of Life”

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’”
(Revelation 2:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

Finally, Christ challenges the Ephesian church to hear his judgment and take action. 
The idea of the “one who conquers” is the greek word “nike” which means victory. 
What Jesus is offering is that if they are faithful to this correction and turning back to 
Him in faith they will have victory. The victory is that Jesus will allow them into His 
Kingdom and they will be able to eat the fruit of the tree of life and stay in the paradise 
of God. John is of course referring to the tree of life we find in Genesis chapter 2. When 
God describes the garden of Eden the center piece is this tree of life which Adam and 
Eve were permitted to eat of as often as they wanted. Humanity was never meant to 
die, but because we violated God’s command to stay away from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil we were separated from God by sin and not allowed 
access any longer to the tree of life. The victory of Christ is that we are brought back to 
a place like that of Eden and behold the tree of life is accessible again! To the 
Christians in Ephesus they would be thinking of the great tree that was in temple to 
Artemis. It was the most holy place in the pagan temple and some people worshiped 
there and called it the tree of life.  Christ reminds them that life is found only in God’s 9

Kingdom and upon faithfulness to Him we have unlimited access for it. In John chapter 
4 Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that the water he brings will quench our thirst 
forever. He is the “Living Water.”  

“And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of 
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

(Genesis 2:9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may 
surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.””

(Genesis 2:15–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the 
river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”

(Revelation 22:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 9

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 90.
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“Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.””

(John 4:13–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Practical Application 

“But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is 
the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.””

(Matthew 22:34–40 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus gives us an order of love. First, we are to love God and out of that love we love 
others. What we learn from the letter to Ephesus is that we are to be intentional about our 
relationship with Jesus. Learning what the bible says and helping others to know the truth. 
We are called to serve our community and to do good works. But most of all we are to 
love God and grow in that love.  

Secondly, we learn that what we believe about God (theology) matters deeply to God. If 
someone holds to a false belief we are to loving help guide them back to Christ because 
Christ hates false teachings. So, our love cannot tolerate false teaching because it doses’t 
lead people to Jesus. 
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Focus Text 

““And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first 
and the last, who died and came to life.

“ ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 
devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the 
second death.’”
(Revelation 2:8–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

 of 1 7
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Section I About Smyrna  

“The strong allegiance of loyalty to Rome as a part of their religion as well 
as a large Jewish community made the city particularly hostile to early 
Christians who lived there. Christians would not profess that the Roman 
Caesar was Lord, participate in Greco-Roman religion, and generally did 
not want to join the Roman army prior to Constantine. In fact, early 
Christians were considered atheists at Smyrna for not believing in the 
Roman gods” 1

“Smyrna enjoyed a special relationship with Rome even before the Roman 
conquest of the east. In 195 BC it was one of the first cities to build a 
temple in honor of Rome called Dea Roma. In 26 AD it won permission 
over 10 other Asian cities to build a temple to the Roman emperor Tiberius 
(Tacitus, Annals, 4.55-56). This earned them the prestigious honorary title 
from the Roman Senate of necorus. The title could also apply to an 
individual and would mean “servant of the temple.” 2

  The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Smyrna,” paragraph 3264.1

  The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Smyrna,” paragraph 3263.2
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Section II Wealthy Poverty  
““And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, 
who died and came to life.

“ ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”
(Revelation 2:8–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

Notice that, in all seven of the churches, we will see Christ taking different actions. In 
Ephesus, He was walking among the lamp stands as a sign to say, “I see you.” Here in 
Smyrna, the reminder is the suffering of the crucifixion and overcoming victory in the 
resurrection. Again we see Christ refer to Himself with the Alpha and Omega title reminding 
the Church that He is the beginning and end of all things. 

Smyrna is a church that is experiencing great persecution. They seem to be hated by their 
Jewish peers, and from an earthly sense appear very poor. The New American 
Commentary gives us some helpful insights on what is happening to the Christians in 
Smyrna. Two quotations below: 

“Smyrna was actually a name for myrrh, the fragrant plant used in the 
anointing oil prescribed in the book of Exodus (Exod 30:22–33) and used 
in the process of embalming in Egypt and elsewhere. Its association with 
death (though not its only use) and suffering are well documented. 
Smyrna then was famous for two things: first, its beauty and, second, its 
suffering. Those two things will then be observed prominently in the letter 
to the church at Smyrna.” 
3

“Apparently all came to a crisis point about AD 90 with the so-called 
“Curse of the Minim” in the Shemoneh ꜥEsreh. This document produced by 
the Jews is apparently to be understood primarily as an official effort to 
divest synagogue worship everywhere of those Christians who claimed 
also to be Jewish.” 4

No wonder Christ reminds the church in Smyrna that He too has suffered in death and 
was victorious in overcoming death. The Christians in Smyrna must’ve been 
disheartened in being rejected from both the Jews, who they would have considered 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 3

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 93.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 95.
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themselves close to, and also from the Romans, who thought of them as atheists for 
refusing to worship the emperor. Christ reminds them though that, while they are living 
in poverty in Smyrna, they are rich in the Kingdom of Heaven. We are reminded of 
James’ challenge to the church in his writing:  

“Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love 
him?” 

(James 2:5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


Smyrna is an example of the backwards nature of the kingdom of God versus the 
kingdom of Satan/world. We see people with great material wealth and call them rich 
and successful. People with little in the ways of material possessions, we think that they 
are poor and needy. However, for God, those who trust in Him are rich in (eternal) life, 
while those who reject Christ are spiritually destitute, because soon they will have no 
place in God’s home.  

Section III Fearless
“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of 
you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be 
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
(Revelation 2:10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

Christ begins with a familiar phrase, “do not fear,” as Christ prepares the Christians at 
Smyrna for the reality of coming suffering. Note, this will be a present suffering, not a 
future tribulation. Christ warns that the church that the devil, in this case the Romans, 
are going to be imprisoning Christ followers for the length of ten days. At first, this 
doesn’t seem to be something that should warrant a call to perseverance. After all, it is 
only ten days. To be honest, we are not sure fully what the ten days could signify. 
Below you will see some commentators’ thoughts on the issue:   

“Believers at Smyrna (or at least some of them) are to suffer persecution for 
ten days (or “within ten days”).18 Opinions vary about the time intended. Most 
view the ten days as a round number indicating a short period of time, but 
others hold it to be a prolonged but definitely limited period. The latter 
interpretation is more in keeping with the seriousness of the impending crisis. 
The church is to continue faithful even though it may lead to death” 5

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 76.
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“More recently, with some merit Hemer has argued, based on inscriptions 
and ancient literature, that the “ten days” was a period in which those who 
were to be sent forth in gladiatorial combat were imprisoned.” 6

One clue to what this imprisonment will mean for the church in Smyrna is the 
encouragement Christ gives. They are called to be faithful to Christ all the way to death 
and in doing so Christ will give them the crown of (eternal) life. One thing seems to be 
clear: in this period of suffering it will be intense enough for Christians to lose their 
earthly lives. Christ is reminding them that their faithfulness to Him will then lead to their 
entrance into His Kingdom and they will be given a crown of life. Jesus reminds us, as 
Christians, that our call to follow Him is a life-long call of endurance. 

“and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end 
will be saved.”

(Matthew 10:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section IV Spiritual Life 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 
conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’”
(Revelation 2:11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

The Christians in Smyrna are not promised to be delivered from the pain of a first 
death. The opposite, in fact, that in their faithfulness to the Kingdom of God, those who 
belong to Satan will indeed make sure they see a fitting end. Yet, in their faithfulness, 
they will be freed from the second, and much worse, death. The New American 
Commentators offer this closing thought: 

“Consequently, the first death is defined as the separation of the soul 
from the body, whereas the second death is the separation of the soul 
from God and its confinement in the place the Bible denominates as hell. 
Overcoming saints at Smyrna may have to face physical death, but they 
will have no fear of the second death and by it will be untouched and 
unhurt” 7

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 98.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 7

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 99.
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The second death is a foreshadowing event that we see coming in chapter 20 of 
Revelation.  

“Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire.”

(Revelation 20:14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Practical Application  

As American Christians, the persecution the Christians are facing in Smyrna seems foreign. 
The Bible speaks often about suffering, counting the cost, and being willing to carry Jesus’ 
cross. In our American culture of 2023, the Church is still free from the state. You can go to 
any street corner and talk about Jesus without legal repercussion. Material wealth is 
abundant and most everyone has what they need and a majority of what they want. So, 
how does the American Christian apply the lessons taught here in Smyrna? 

First, be grateful for the blessings that you have been given. God, in His wisdom, allowed 
you to be born here in this place and time. American Christians can lose sight of what they 
have, skipping church on a regular basis, neglecting their freedom to purchase and study 
the Bible freely, forgetting we can use the abundance of material wealth to be a blessing to 
others and talk openly about Jesus to those in our lives. These are not tasks to check off 
the “to-do” list, but gifts God desires for His children, and we have it freely.  

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ But he was 
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered 
his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 
But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother 
was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

(Luke 15:25–32 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)  

This is the story of the prodigal son who left home on horrible terms and lived a sinful life. 
Then one day, all the pleasures of the world left the wayward son impoverished and 
starving, leading him to come groveling back to his father. The father comes running at the 
sight of the son and throws a giant party celebrating the return of the son back home.  
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Then we meet the second son and we see a different problem. He has everything at his 
fingertips. The father’s house and all the amenities are accessible to him. Yet, when the 
younger son comes home, we see a bitter older brother who has lost sight of the blessings 
of living in the father’s house. The simple fact that the situation in Smyrna sounds so 
foreign to American Christians should remind us that we are blessed to have the freedoms 
we do, and to take full advantage of them. 

Secondly, this should encourage to pray and assist (yes, financially too) believers in parts 
of the world that can understand the pain of the church in Smyrna. Places like North 
Korea, China, and countries under Sharia Law know full well what it means to lose their 
freedom and lives for the cause of the gospel.  

One ministry working in these parts of the world is called “Voice of the Martyrs,” and you 
can see their work at persecution.com. Also, we support missionaries who are serving in 
some of these places. Please contact pastor Richard directly to hear more about them.  

Blessings. 
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Focus Text 

““And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged 
sword.

“ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. 
Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny 
my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful 
witness, who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells. But I have a few things against you: you 
have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before 
the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food 
sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 
So also you have some who hold the teaching of 
the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will come 
to you soon and war against them with the sword of 
my mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and 
I will give him a white stone, with a new name 
written on the stone that no one knows except the 
one who receives it.’

(Revelation 2:12–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)
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Section I About Pergamum

d  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The Temple of Trajan at Pergamum. The 
Temple of Trajan, also called the Trajaneum, 
was built during the reigns of the emperors 
Hadrian (117–138 AD) and Trajan (98–117 
AD). The temple served to express loyalty of 
the city to Rome and was dedicated as a 
place where these two rulers could be 
worshiped, as well as the Greek god Zeus. 
The Roman emperor cult was particularly 
strong in Pergamum, making life particularly 
difficult for Jews and Christians there.This 
figure shows an overview of the temple from 
the outside.

The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. 
“Pergamum,” paragraph 2697.
The Altar of Zeus is also sometimes referred to as the 
Pergamum Altar. The altar measured 118 feet (36 
meters) long by 112 feet (34 meters) wide, and stood 
on a podium measuring 20 feet high. It was entered 
from the west via a huge monumental staircase 
flanked on either side by porticoes. A square courtyard 
surrounded by porticoes stood behind this entrance. 
One ancient Roman historian from the 2nd/3rd century 
described it this way: “At Pergamon is a great marble 
altar, 40 feet in height, with remarkable sculpture - 
among them the battle of gods and the giants” (Lucius 
Ampelius, Liber Memorialis).

The entire structure was reminiscent of an 
enormous throne, and this may have been what 
Revelation 2:13 was alluding to when it spoke of 
Pergamum as the place “where Satan has his throne.”

The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Pergamum,” 
paragraph 510.

https://accordance.bible/link/read/PhotoGuide-Turkey#510
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Section II Holding Fast

““And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the 
sharp two-edged sword.

“ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you 
did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed 
among you, where Satan dwells.”
(Revelation 2:12–13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

Pergamum is the cultural and religious center for Asia Minor. It is considered it’s 
capital. The reality for the Christian here in Pergamum is that they will face an 
extraordinary amount of pressure to worship pagan gods and the emperor cult. Jesus 
makes it known that He indeed has a sharp two edged sword this is a battle 
declaration. R. Mounce reveals the perilous truth of livings in Pergamum for the 
Christian.  

"Of greatest import for the Christians living in Pergamum was the fact that it 
was the official center in Asia for the imperial cult. It was the first city of Asia to 
receive permission to build a temple dedicated to the worship of a living ruler. 
In 29 B.C. Augustus granted permission for a temple to be erected in 
Pergamum to “the divine Augustus and the goddess Roma.”8 Of all the seven 
cities, Pergamum was the one in which the church was most liable to clash 
with the imperial cult. To the church Christ writes as the one who has “the 
sharp, double-edged sword.” In the context of life in a provincial capital where 
the proconsul was granted the “right of the sword” (ius gladii), the power to 
execute at will, the sovereign Christ with the two-edged sword would remind 
the threatened congregation that ultimate power over life and death belongs 
to God.”1

Sadly, it appears that the Roman sword is the symbol of forceful power in Pergamum, 
meaning that the Christian must choose between bowing to the sword of the emperor 
who can take your earthly life, or bowing to the sword of Christ who can remove your 
eternal life. Jesus in the gospel of Mark issues this warning.  

““If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of 
Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.””
(Mark 8:34–38 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 78-79.
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Reminding us as Christians that the true authority in the universe is Christ and it is His 
throne we submit to and no other.  

Next we are told that Christ marks Pergamum as the “throne of Satan”. There are 
several ways in which we can interpret this throne. Below the New American 
Commentary gives five possible interpretations. 

“Hemer, once again, mentions five plausible interpretations: (1) an allusion 
to Pergamum as the center of pagan religion in general; (2) the acropolis 
itself, which looked like a great throne when viewed by a traveler 
approaching from Smyrna; (3) a reference to the throne-like altar of Zeus 
Soter previously mentioned; (4) a reference to the Aesculapian occult, 
particularly because of its identification of Aesculapius as “the savior”; and 
(5) the city’s reputation as a center for emperor worship.42 Hemer 
concludes that the fifth answer is best.”2

Any of these prevailing views would be satisfactory giving the pagan nature of the city. 
Christians in Pergamum are following Christ in an openly hostile region where the 
Roman allegiance is high and being killed for Jesus is a real possibility.  

Leading us to the compliment of Christ in Pergamum. That the faithfulness of Christ is 
being held by Christians even unto death. Wherein, Jesus mentions Antipas by name. 
Nothing is known about this Christ follower, some Church history recounts that he was 
an influential evangelist being killed for his allegiance to Christ. We praise God for 
Anitpas’ faithfulness but also grieve because he and others no doubt lost their lives to 
the sword in Rome. Robert Mulholland Jr. paints the picture of the faithful church in 
Pergamum. 

“The Church in Pergamum, then, finds itself in a place where the power and 
pressure of Fallen Babylon are more real and more active than in the other 
churches. In such a situation, the church has remained steadfast in its 
allegiance to Christ and its citizenship in New Jerusalem.”3

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 102

  M. Robert Mulholland, Jr., Revelation (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, 1990),106.3
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Section III: The Idols of Pergamum

“But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that 
they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. So also you have 
some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will come to 
you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.”
(Revelation 2:14–16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

As in the other letters to the churches Pergamum will receive their call to repentance 
for there sinful behaviors as well. It is important to note that not all followers in 
Pergamum where enacting pagan worship rituals, but the apathy toward those that 
were results in a judgment for the entire church.  

We are introduced to an Old Testament story of Balak the king of the Moabites and 
Balaam a pagan prophet who lead the moabite women to act treacherously before the 
Lord. Mounce give a recap of the events. 

“Although the church at Pergamum had remained faithful in the midst of severe 
opposition (even when Antipas was martyred), they were guilty of allowing 
within their number21 some who held the teaching of Balaam. It is clear from the 
context that this refers not to a body of doctrine,22 but to Balaam’s activity in 
advising the Midianite women how to beguile the Israelites into acting 
treacherously against the Lord. Num 25:1ff. reports that the Israelite men 
“began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women,” who in turn were 
successful in getting them to worship their gods and take part in their sacred 
meals. Although there is no mention of Balaam at this point, we learn in Num 
31:16 of his role in Israel’s apostasy (the Midianite women “followed Balaam’s 
advice”).23 Thus Balaam became a prototype of all corrupt teachers who 
betrayed believers into fatal compromise with worldly ideologies.”  4

“Behold, these, on Balaam’s advice, caused the people of Israel to act treacherously 
against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and so the plague came among the 
congregation of the LORD.”

(Numbers 31:16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

So Balaam is not an actual figure here in Pergamum but an attitude of pagan worship that 
is occurring parts of the Pergamum church. We are reintroduced to the Nicolaitans as we 
met them in the church in Ephesus. This time however the church in a small section has 
embraced their teachings and are complicit in their worship services.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 80-81.
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Christ goes onward to point out that they are eating the meat of idols and are practicing 
pagan sexual acts. Which leads us to an interesting conundrum. On first appearance we 
have a conflict The Apostle Paul tells the Corinthian church that he has freedom to indulge 
in the meat sacrificed to idols. However, here in Revelation Christ instructs the Pergamum 
church to not indulge. Finally, in the Didache one of the earliest written Christian instruction 
manuals we are told to avoid meat sacrificed to idols. So, does the bible have this 
contradiction? No. The Christian has freedom in Christ to eat whatever they liked because 
as Paul points out he isn’t worshipping the gods to whom this meat was sacrificed to. To 
Paul this is simply food. The restriction is placed around eating the meat in ritual ceremony 
or as an active offering to the Roman gods. The sin of some in the Pergamum church isn’t 
violating Christian liberty, it is participating in idolatrous worship of pagan gods.   

“Now concerning food, bear what you are able, but in any case keep strictly away from 
meat sacrificed to idols, for it involves the worship of dead gods.”

(Didache 6:3 Apostolic Fathers: English Translations) 

“Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real 
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.”

(1 Corinthians 8:4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The call then is to repent from this pagan worship. The some that are doing this need to 
stop at once, and the church at large needs to hold those in false worship accountable for 
their sinful violation of God’s command to worship only Him. If they choose to forgo this 
warning then the sword which Christ referred earlier would be used agains the pagan idol 
worshippers. This is the Word of Christ meaning His final judgment against them. It would 
appear that the most loving action for the church is to call those who are in sin back to 
Christ least they be included in being cast into Hell at the final judgment. James reminds 
us that it is a great good to bring believers back to Christ in repentance.  

“My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him 
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”

(James 5:19–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

 of 6 9

https://accordance.bible/link/read/AF-E#Did._6:3
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#1Cor._8:4
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#James_5:19


3.5.2022 The Apocalypse “The Idols of Pergamum” Rev. 2:12-17


Section IV Hidden Mana

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a 
new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’”
(Revelation 2:17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

There are three promises to the one who repents from this pagan worship. Just to be 
aware these gifts are contested by scholars and the truth of what these gifts are most 
unknown to us on this side of heaven. However, we will learn from the scholars here. 

1. Hidden Mana
The first gift given from Christ is “hidden mana” which represents God’s unlimited 
provision as we see in the Egyptian exodus. God made sure that there was an 
unending supply of food for His people. What seems to trip scholars up about this 
reference is that the idea that the mana is hidden. I believe Mounce gives an ample 
explanation of the hidden mana from God.  

“The idea of hidden manna reflects a Jewish tradition that the pot of 
manna that was placed in the ark for a memorial to future generations 
(Exod 16:32–34; cf. Heb 9:4) was taken by Jeremiah at the time of the 
destruction of Solomon’s temple (sixth century B.C.) and hidden 
underground in Mt. Nebo (2 Macc 2:4–7). There it was to remain until 
the coming of the Messiah when Jeremiah would reappear and return 
the ark and its contents to the new messianic temple in Jerusalem. 
Charles31 takes a different view that the reference is to a treasury of 
manna (cf. Ps 78:25, “the bread of angels”) that was to descend from 
heaven during the messianic kingdom to feed the blessed.32 Since 
John is never limited by his sources, there is no reason to exclude 
either as a possible source. In the context of the letter to Pergamum it 
alludes to the proper and heavenly food of spiritual Israel in contrast to 
the unclean food supplied by the Balaamites. While the promise is 
primarily eschatological, it is not without immediate application for a 
persecuted people.”  5

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 82.

 of 7 9

https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1208
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1208
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._2:17


3.5.2022 The Apocalypse “The Idols of Pergamum” Rev. 2:12-17


2. A White Stone
Next we see the one who prevails in Christ will be given a white stone. There are 
numerous thoughts on what this stone is. The Paige Patterson in the New American 
Commentary gives us seven different options that this stone represent. 

“The possibilities associated with the white stone are much more 
numerous. No explanation has proven strong enough to convince 
even a majority of the commentators. Hemer’s listing of possibilities 
include the following: (1) a jewel in Old Testament or Jewish tradition; 
(2) the judicial calculus Minervae, the casting of a vote for acquittal; 
(3) a token of admission, membership, or recognition; (4) an amulet 
with a divine name; (5) a token of gladiatorial discharge; (6) an 
allusion to a process of initiation into the service of Aesculapius; or (7) 
simply as a writing material whose form or color was significant.” 6

Scholars are all over the map in the meaning of the white stone. One thing can be know 
for sure is that this is a favorable item giving to the victorious in Christ. You can add 
“What is the white stone?” to your question bank for Christ when we get into His 
Kingdom! 

3. A New Name 

Finally, the victorious will see on the stone an “unknown name”. We are unsure if this is 
a new name for the recipient. Or, more likely this will be the unknown name of Christ. In 
the ancient world knowing the proper name of someone is a sign of family and 
authority. Christ is depositing that those who are faithful to Him will be privileged to 
know His name because they endured as His people until the end. Here Craig Koester 
helps us with a simplistic but powerful answer.  

“They will also receive a “white stone,” a symbol of favorable judgment. The stone is 
linked to a name, apparently Christ’s name, since those who receive it share Christ’s 
victory” 7

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 110.

  Craig R. Koester, Revelation and the End of All Things, 2nd Ed., Accordance electronic ed. 7

(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2018), 65.
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In Revelation 19 John sees Christ as the rider on the white horse and this is the 
description we receive.  

“From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings 
and Lord of lords.”

(Revelation 19:15–16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Like the other churches we know that this mana, the white stone, and the unknown name 
are all gifts given to the Christ follower as they enter into Christ’s perfected Kingdom. So, 
while we may not know exactly what these items are, we should desire them as followers 
of Jesus Christ! 

Practical Application  

As with the church in Smyrna we see Pergamum enduring persecution and suffering until 
death and being victorious. We praise God for those who endure man’s wraith and receive 
eternal peace from Christ.  

Our application however comes by acknowledging we can also introduce cultural norms 
into our worship that may indeed not be what Christ taught, and could be harming the 
believer and the church.  

It is important to be in study in our scriptures to know what God has commanded. And to 
be in a state of humility when the cultural practices come to bear. Dr. Justus Hunter from 
Untied Theological Seminary once said “We are all heretics at some point.” Meaning that 
although we try somewhere in our understanding of God we can become off balance or 
un-biblical in our thinking. Christ calls the church in Pergamum and Benton Ridge to 
respectably repent when those things happen, and to come back to His words.  

A question for the reader today is, “Where might your theology be more culturally 
influenced than biblically influenced?” 

Blessings. 
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Focus Text 

““And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of 
the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose 
feet are like burnished bronze. 
“ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. But I 
have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my 
servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed 
to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of 
her sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, 
and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I will strike her 
children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 
searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you 
according to your works. But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who 
do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call 
the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any 
other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come. The 
one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to 
him I will give authority over the nations, and he will rule them 
with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, 
even as I myself have received authority from my Father. And I 
will give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 2:18–29 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 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Section I About Thyatira  
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“Thyatira (Θυάτειρα Thyateira). Thyatira was a city on the  lessor Lycus River, 
a tributary of the Hermus River in western Asia Minor, in the territory of the 
ancient kingdom of Lydia. Thyatira was located about halfway between 
Pergamum to the northwest and Sardis to the southeast, often finding itself 
embroiled in conflicts between the Pergamene and Seleucid kings. It 
eventually came under the control of Pergamum, and subsequently, the 
Romans, who posted a garrison there.

Thyatira was a city known for various trades. Inscriptional evidence 
mentions trade guilds for those working in wool, leather, bronze, and the 
manufacture of armor. Most notably, the people of Thyatira learned how to 
make purple dye from the madder root which grew locally. Acts 16:14 
describes the woman Lydia, whom Paul evangelized in Philippi, as a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira.”

The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Thyatira,” paragraph 3461.
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Section II Getting Better Every Year 

““And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has 
eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
“ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your 
latter works exceed the first.”

(Revelation 2:18–19 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The church in Thyatira receives it’s unique introduction. Christ stands against Apollos/Zues 
with the comment that He is the “Son of God”. The people in Thyatira weren’t overly loyal 
to the Roman emperor instead they would have been worshipers of Apollos.  1

Christ reveals again that his eyes are like flames and feet are burnished bronze. We are 
reminded of this imagery in Rev. chapter 1 the glorified Christ who stands over all of 
creation. These images of Christ are reminiscent of the divine figure in Daniel chapter 10.  

“On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great 
river (that is, the Tigris) I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in 
linen, with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his 
face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs 
like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a 
multitude.”
(Daniel 10:4–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

The eyes of fire are mostly likely the piercing all knowing gaze of Christ.  Make the church 2

in Thyatira aware the He sees the Jezebelian woman and the Christians who are 
succumbing to sexual immortality. Similar to the church in Ephesus who was walking 
among the lamp stamps this is a symbol of “Christ sees you.” The difference being that the 
gaze of Christ on Thyatira shows holy anger and as we will see offers a severe divine 
punishment.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 85.

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 112.
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The feet of bronze are a symbol of Christ’s moving feet. A sign of stability. Being that 
Thyatira was home to major trade guilds these bronze feet would be more appreciated by 
the metal smiths located within the town.  This introduction in looming and intimidating 3

over the church. Christ stands as the divine judge of the sins happening in this small town 
of Thyatira.  

The contrast to this looming figure is the lavished compliment received. The church in 
Thyatira unlike Ephesus is doing even greater works of service in love and faith than when 
they began. Ephesus was accused of “loosing its first love”, Thyatira loves Christ more 
now than when they were founded.  

Section III Jezebel  

“But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to 
eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her 
sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery 
with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I will strike 
her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and 
heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.”

(Revelation 2:20–23 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The major problem here is the sin of tolerance.  There is a woman prophetess who we 4

know as Jezebel seducing Thyatirian Christians into eating meat sacrificed to Idols and 
to sexual immorality. This may sound familiar as this was also the charge against the 
church in Pergamum as well. Jezebel was mostly likely not her real name.  Just as the 5

church in Pergamum used Balam to describe their acceptance of idolatrous practices 
Jezebel would have been a familiar name for the Jewish Christians. 


“And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” He answered, “What peace can there be, 
so long as the whorings and the sorceries of your mother Jezebel are so many?””
(2 Kings 9:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 3

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 112.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 113.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 5

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 114.

 of 4 8

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._2:20
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Kings_9:22
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170385
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170385
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170388
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170388
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170389
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170389


3.12.2023 The Apocalypse “The Seduction of Thyatira” Rev. 2:18-29 

Jezebel was the wife of Ahab and she continued to pull the people of God away from Him 
to worship Baal. The list is too numerous to list here, you can see her exploits starting in 1 
Kings 16 and you will see her causing trouble all the way till 2 Kings chapter 9. John is 
revealing something about our prophetess just by giving her the title of Jezebel.  

This Jezebelian prophetess has caused the church here in Thyatira to engage in the exact 
same sinful behaviors as the church in Pergamum. Eating meat sacrificed to idols and to 
sexually immoral behavior. There is no one person mentioned to us in Pergamum as the 
chief offender, so the naming of this women leads us to believe that the idolaritous 
behaviors here are more intentional and on a larger scale. We don’t know the identity of 
this women. The most honest guess is that she is apart of community and would have 
been considered a convert to Christianity.  She would have been a respectable women 6

who would have been a teacher in some capacity. It would not have been wrong to call her 
a prophetess because we see this title used in both the Old and New Testament. More 
than likely the assumption would be that she is teaching the church in the same manner as 
the Nicolations.  A hodgepodge a pagan and apostolic teachings that are leading Christ 7

followers astray.  

The Lord makes it clear that it is too late for her to repent, similar to the Egyptian Pharaoh 
during the time of Moses, Jezebel has had a hardening of the heart and so she will be 
placed on the sickbed. This symbology would represent sickness and pain that will end in 
death.  

“But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart and would not 
listen to them, as the LORD had said.”

(Exodus 8:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

The warning then comes to the Christians in Thyatira to turn away. The phrase children 
here represents her followers, not children born from these sexual exploits.  Christ makes it 8

clear that if they choose not not turn from their sins and from this Jezebels’ teaching then 
they too will be struck down but His hand. A warning is offered to those who think they 
may continue on with these practices in secret, God with His fiery all seeing eyes knows if 
they truly repent. No fake apologies will be honored in the church of Thyatira.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 6

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 87.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 7

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 115.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 8

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 88.
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Section IV Reprieve

“But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned 
what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other 
burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come.”

(Revelation 2:24–25 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

To further emphasize that the temptations to commit sins against the Lord were more 
pronounced here in Thyatira the faithful Christ followers here are given a reprieve from 
suffering. The fact that the church in Smyrna was suffering immense persecution but no 
reprieve was given to them, or any of the other churches, seems significant. Life for the 
Christ follower in Thyatira may have been especially cruel leading to a reprieve from new 
sufferings. All the Christians in Thyatira must do is to remain faithful and not accept the 
charms of whatever pagan practices are occurring here.  

One phrase of note, “the deep things of Satan” would lead us to believe that gnosticism 
could be one of the problems in Thyatira.  The gnostics were a group that believed the 9

soul was good and the body was evil. It didn’t matter how you treated the body because it 
was going to perish. This is a heresy because God is the author of all creation and desires 
both body and soul to be cared for. The gnostics would sometimes refer to “deeper 
teachings” looking for hidden messages in religious texts that would reveal new truths. This 
is a dangerous practice called eisegesis (to read into the text). This practice teaches the 
Christ follower to bring their own meaning into the bible. “Putting words into my mouth”, 
depicts when someone manipulates a message to fit a preconceived notion. The proper 
way to read the bible is through careful study and prayer asking God what the original 
context and meaning is for the original audience. This will give us the meaning of the text.  

The Thyatirian Christians are told to hold firm to the true teachings of the apostles until 
Christ returns, that is their final mission.  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 9

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 117.

 of 6 8

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._2:24
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170396
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170396


3.12.2023 The Apocalypse “The Seduction of Thyatira” Rev. 2:18-29 

Section V Rule  

“The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority 
over the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken 
in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. And I will give him the 
morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 2:26–29 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)  

As with the other churches Thyatira is given a divine promise. They are told that is they 
remain faithful a new authority will be granted to them. This is a direct line of thought from 
Psalm 2 which has long been considered a psalm of the coming messiah. 

“Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession.
 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.””
(Psalm 2:8–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

A longstanding Jewish thought is that those who are faithful to the messiah (Jesus) will 
join in His rule of the nations.  Given the hostility that the churches are facing in Asia 10

Minor and the reprieve Christ gives the church here in Thyatira the hope will be that 
under Christ they will move from being the suffering to the authority. 

Next we see that they will be given the morning star. There is no consensus of what this 
could be but Mounce gives us a list of different options. 

“No completely satisfactory answer for this symbol has yet been 
offered. Among the many suggestions one finds (1) an allusion to 
Lucifer of Isa 14:12, (2) Christ himself (cf. 22:16), (3) a reference to 
Dan 12:3 and the immortality of the righteous, (4) the dawn of eternal 
life, (5) a literal reference to the planet Venus, and (6) the Holy Spirit. 
Hemer suggests rather tentatively that the author’s mind may have 
passed from Ps 2:7–9 to Num 24:17 (the rod or scepter in each 
passage symbolizes authority) with its mention of a star, which then 
suggested the “morning star,” a local concept whose significance has 
now been forgotten.”11

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 10

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 90.

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 11

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 90-91.
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Paige Patterson lands on the realty that the morning star is most likely Christ Himself. 
While we will never know the fact that the text associates the ruling authority of the 12

Thyatirian church with Christ’s own authority makes the most sense to this author.  

In conclusion we see the offer to all the churches to perk up our ears to hear what Christ is 
offering.  

Practical Application 

Here in 2023 we too live in a land filled with pagan thought and sexual immorality.  

The idea of sexuality being between one man and one woman in a monogamous union is 
under scrutiny in all ways. The committed follower of Christ will look rather prudish to the 
outside world. We receive our sexual ethic from the Word of God alone because we 
believe His commands are for our own benefit.  

Stay strong in your stance that sexuality is between one man and one woman in the 
monogamous bond of Christian marriage, and we need to loving communicate to others 
why this is so important.  

Blessings. 

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 12

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 117.
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Focus Text 

““And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of 
God and the seven stars.   “ ‘I know your 
works. You have the reputation of being alive, 
but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen 
what remains and is about to die, for I have not 
found your works complete in the sight of my 
God. Remember, then, what you received and 
heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 
know at what hour I will come against you. Yet 
you have still a few names in Sardis, people 
who have not soiled their garments, and they 
will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 
The one who conquers will be clothed thus in 
white garments, and I will never blot his name 
out of the book of life. I will confess his name 
before my Father and before his angels. He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 3:1–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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3.19.2023 Apocalypse “A Funeral in Sardis” Revelation 3:1-6 

Section I About Sardis 

 

“Sardis (Σάρδεις Sardeis). Sardis was a city of the Roman province of Asia, situated on 
the south bank of the Hermus River about 50 miles (80 kilometers) east of Smyrna. Sardis 
was founded in the ancient kingdom of Lydia about 1200 BC. It became the capital of the 
Lydian Empire and continued as an important Lydian city for centuries. In 549 BC the city 
fell to Cyrus the Great of Persia during the reign of the Lydian King Croesus. In 334 BC 
when Alexander the Great was defeating the Persians, the city surrendered to him. In 215 
BC the city was conquered by Antiochus III and made into a provincial capital of the 
Seleucid Empire. Roman control of the city began in 133 BC. In 17 AD a great earthquake 
destroyed much of the city and the Roman Emperor Tiberius supplied funds to help rebuild 
it (Tacitus, 2.47). The city erected a temple in his honor. 
	 The patron deity of the city was Cybele, who was an Anatolian mother goddess, 
known in Rome as Magna Mater, which means the “Great Mother.” During the Greco-
Roman era a large temple to the Greek goddess Artemis was built in the city, the remains 
of which are shown below. Other Greco-Roman deities were part of the religious life of the 
city as well. 
	 Sardis was a wealthy city building its riches through trade, agriculture, and precious 
metals. One of the main industries of Sardis was woolen goods and the city is credited as 
the first to develop the industry of dying wool. 
	 Sardis is possibly to be identified with the “Sepharad” mentioned in Obadiah 20, 
and appears to have had an early community of Jewish exiles. Josephus mentions a 
community of Jews who lived there in the 1st century AD (Josephus, Ant. 14:259). The 
growth of this community can be seen in the massive synagogue, dating from the 3rd 
century AD, which has been uncovered.”  1

 The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Sardis,” paragraph 3076.1
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The Seven Spirits and Stars  
““And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven 
spirits of God and the seven stars.”

(Revelation 3:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Just as the other churches we see that the church in Sardis gets an introduction the is 
unique. We are aware of the seven stars these are the seven angels/messengers over the 
churches.  These could be spiritual beings or the physical overseers of the congregation. 2

Once again we see the seven spirits as well. This could be a whole range of things. To be 
truthful we are not fully aware of who or what these seven spirits are. But, Paige Patterson 
of the New American Commentary is sticking with this being the Holy Spirit.  One 3

interesting piece of information to confirm this is the word “has” here in the ESV could also 
be translated “echo”. The test would read, “The words of him who echo the seven spirits.” 
This does seem congruent with the understanding that the Holy Spirit teaches the 
churches everything that the Father, and Son (Jesus) teach. Giving more credence to the 
notion of God as the Holy Trinity.  

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”

(John 14:26 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This introduction seems to lean on the authority of Christ as the one who is overseeing 
these churches.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 93.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 3

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 121.
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Dead Inside  
““ ‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake 
up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works 
complete in the sight of my God.”

(Revelation 3:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Getting right to the point, Jesus doesn’t give the church in Sardis any congratulatory 
marks, instead launches directly into his criticism. The church looks great on the 
outside but is dead inside. There are several ways we can interpret this. First, we can 
see this through the spiritual lens. The church seems to love and serve Jesus, but 
truthfully that is not where there collective heart is at. Secondly, we could see this as a 
call to faithfulness. R. Mounce reports that the Asiatic goddess Cybele, or the goddess 
Artemis was worshiped here, and one of her special powers was restoring life from 
death.  Thirdly, this could be a comparative to the city of Sardis which reached it’s peak 4

around 17 AD. then a major earthquake brought the city to her knees. Ultimately, the 
sin here in Sardis is hypocrisy. They are concerned about vanity not substance. Christ 
lets them know that their works are incomplete they are not finished.  

What is revealed here is that God isn’t fooled by the outside appearance. One of the 
themes found throughout scripture is the understanding that the Lord looks not at 
outward appearances but at the heart of humanity.  

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.”

(Deuteronomy 6:5–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You 
shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will 
turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. He had 700 
wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his 
heart. For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, 
and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his 
father.”

(1 Kings 11:2–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable 
deeds; there is none who does good.”

(Psalm 14:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 92.
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“Their heart is false; now they must bear their guilt. The LORD will break down their 
altars and destroy their pillars.”

(Hosea 10:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”

(Matthew 12:34 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 
will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of 
the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.”

(1 Corinthians 4:5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Keeping ups appearances” is a commonly used phrase that means to look great on 
the outside regardless of what is really happening. While this may be used, and indeed 
necessary for this world, God isn’t interested in the facade. God expects honesty. See 
the story of the pharisee and the tax collector in Luke 18. One desired to be known to 
the whole world as a righteous man, the other feared God and was humble before Him. 
Jesus warned his disciples that only one of the two men left the temple forgiven in the 
eyes of God. Spoiler, it was not the one who was keeping up appearances.  

“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.””

(Luke 18:9–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)  
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Thief in the Night 
“Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against 
you.”

(Revelation 3:3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The church in Sardis is told to keep what they had received. We are not told what this item 
is they had received. I agree with the thought that this item is the teaching of Jesus from 
the apostles.  They know the good news of Christ’s salvation and transforming love. They 5

are told to keep it, or fulfill it and repent of the hypocrisy. Jesus gives the Church the two 
greatest commandments.  

“But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 
is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.””

(Matthew 22:34–40 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Loving God and loving neighbor are the great ideals of the Church. Sardis is commanded 
to keep this good news. They are to be vigilant and wake up from their slumber. Time is of 
the essence in changing there mentality because they do not know the time of Christ’s 
return. Jesus promises that He will come as thief and they won’t get w warning sign. As 
you can se by the multiple verses below this is a common motif in the New Testament.  

“Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.”

(Matthew 24:42–44 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night.”

(1 Thessalonians 5:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 94.
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“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed.”

(2 Peter 3:10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The hypocritical church needs to urgently pursue change and a return to the Lord in their 
heart. As we discussed in the introduction Jesus reminds us that no one knows the time or 
hour of his return. If we are hypocrites waiting for years to change is a dangerous game of 
chance because Jesus will not want us of HIs arrival. When I misbehaved as a child my 
mother would say, “Consider yourself warned mister.” This was her way of saying “I am not 
going to ask again, change or get punished.” Jesus is saying to the church in Sardis 
“Consider yourself warned.” 

Worthy  
“Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, 
and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.”

(Revelation 3:4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Lydia was the center of the ancient world for clothes dying. A messy process wherein the 
dyer would most certainly have soiled garnets. There are three thoughts around walking 
with Christ in white robes. One thought Roman custom is that when the day of triumph 
comes they will wear white robes.  Next, comes from chapter seven where we see the 6

victorious in Christ wearing white robes.  Thirdly, white is the color associated with holiness 7

and purity. The latter two are the most likely. These Christ followers have been obedient to 
Christ and will walk with Him in the final victory. This is the desire for every Christ follower 
to hear the phrase “well done good and faithful servant.” 

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 
out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!””

(Revelation 7:9–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’”

(Matthew 25:21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 6

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 96.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 7

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 95.
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3.19.2023 Apocalypse “A Funeral in Sardis” Revelation 3:1-6 

Book of Life 
“The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his 
name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 3:5–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

We see that those who are clothed in white are also given a direct promise to obtain a 
permanent place in the Lamb’s book of life. The idea of a book of life, or God’s book 
begins with Moses in the exodus from Egypt. God has a heavenly roll call book that the 
faithful Hebrews would appear in. Christ continues this legacy here in the revelation. The 
factor for coming into Christ’s perfect kingdom isn’t based around the great works we 
have done, but rather that we have accepted Jesus as our Lord and savior. Being a Christ 
follower is the way to have your name etched in this book, and the promise for the few 
faithful in Sardis is that their names have been written there.  

“But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that 
you have written.” But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will 
blot out of my book.”

(Exodus 32:32–33 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled among the 
righteous.”

(Psalm 69:28 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

““At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till 
that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall 
be found written in the book.”

(Daniel 12:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Another view of this promise maybe that their was immense pressure from the healthy 
Jewish community in Sardis to bring people away from Jesus as the messiah. There is a 
piece of Jewish liturgy in the 1st century called the curse of minim wherein followers of 
Jesus would be blotted out of this book of life. This could be a promise from Christ that 
this exclusion is simply not true. However, the “curse of minim” is hotly debated amongst 
scholars as whether or not this is true.  

“curse of the Minim, which read, “May the Nazarenes and the Minim 
suddenly perish and may they be blotted out of the book of life and not 
enrolled along with the righteous.’”8

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 8

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 123.
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3.19.2023 Apocalypse “A Funeral in Sardis” Revelation 3:1-6 

What is known is that for the faithful in Sardis their willingness to preserve amongst those 
who are going astray is an eternal reward to be with Christ and to receive His blessing as 
He testifies before the Father of their faithfulness. I am praying that this maybe so for us as 
well. 

Practical Application  

The goal of being a Christ Follower is to allow God the Holy Spirit to grow us in His grace. 
Are you a different person outside of church? If someone who knows you outside of Good 
Shepherd visited the church on a Sunday morning would they be shocked to see you 
here? 

Christ wants to make us whole and holy. Find a Christian friend who you can share 
everything with and let Christ heal all parts of you. We are all hypocrites at times because 
no besides Christ Himself is perfect. But, the goal is to be honest about the stumbles in 
our life with Jesus and to ask the Holy Spirit to heal us of all these sins. Amen.  
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

““And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will 
shut, who shuts and no one opens.

“ ‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you 
an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know 
that you have but little power, and yet you have kept 
my word and have not denied my name. Behold, I 
will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say 
that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will 
make them come and bow down before your feet, 
and they will learn that I have loved you. Because 
you have kept my word about patient endurance, I 
will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on 
the whole world, to try those who dwell on the 
earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, 
so that no one may seize your crown. The one who 
conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write 
on him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes 
down from my God out of heaven, and my own new 
name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 3:7–13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

Section I About Philadelphia  

 

 of 2 7

1. Philadelphia of Asia Minor. Philadelphia of Asia Minor was city of the Roman province of Asia, 
situated on the Cogamus River, a southeastern tributary of the Hermus River. The modern–day name 
of the city is Alasehir, which is in western Turkey.

	 The city was established in 189 BC by a king of Pergamum named Eumenes II. He named the 
city in honor of the love he had for his brother and successor Attalus II.

	 The Cogamus River valley was rich in agriculture, especially grapes. But it was subject to 
severe earthquakes, one of which destroyed the city in 17 AD. To encourage rebuilding of the city, 
the emperor Tiberius suspended the city’s payment of tribute for five years, an act which was later 
honored by the city’s adoption of the imperial name Neocaesarea (Tacitus, 2.47). Also in the 1st 
century AD during the reign of the Roman Emperor Vespasian, the city adopted the new name of 
Flavia in honor of him.

	 The church at Philadelphia was one of the seven churches addressed in the book of 
Revelation (Revelation 1:11; 3:7-13). The church was commended for perseverance in keeping 
God’s word and not denying his name (Revelation 3:8-10).

	 The “synagogue of Satan” may be a reference to certain members of the Jewish community 
at Philadelphia who persecuted the early Christian congregation in Philadelphia (Revelation 3:9). It is 
known that significant Jewish communities were in cities in this area. For example, see the large 
synagogue at the nearby city of Sardis.

	 A promise to the “overcomer” states that he will be made into a “pillar of the temple of God” 
(Revelation 3:12). This imagery appears to be drawn in part from temples from that era that were 
ornately built with towering pillars. For example, see the large pillars in the temple of Artemis at the 
nearby city of Sardis.

	 In 92 AD, the emperor Domitian passed an edict decreeing that half the vineyards throughout 
the provinces be destroyed so that corn could be grown to support the empire. One of the city’s 
main deities was Dionysius, the god of wine. Dependent as it was on the production of grapes and 
wine, this edict would have been particularly devastating to the people of Philadelphia. The message 
to the church at Philadelphia in Revelation 3:12 may be alluding to this situation when it promises a 
new and better name to the one who overcomes. To a city which had adopted imperial names only 
to be weakened by an imperial decree, the promise of protection and a secure future in Christ would 
have stood in marked contrast to the uncertainty provided by allegiance to the emperor. 


The Accordance Bible Lands PhotoGuide, s.v. “Philadelphia,” paragraph 2759.
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

Section II The Open Door 
““And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the 
true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no 
one opens.

“ ‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able 
to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have 
not denied my name.”

(Revelation 3:7–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The introduction to the church in Philadelphia is that Christ is the holy and true one. This 
once again signifies that Christ is divine in nature as both of these attributes would only be 
used for the God of Gods.  The odd man out is the “key of David.” This comes from Isaiah 1

22 as seen below. A Messianic statement that eludes to whoever holds the key of David 
will have unfettered access to the Father.  One of the tensions that appears to be 2

happening here in Philadelphia is that the Jewish Community is unhappy with those who 
claim Jesus as the Messiah. Christ is reminding God’s people that He is both God and He 
is the access point as the Messiah to God’s Kingdom. Another way to read the “key of 
David” line is “I am the door, through me you can come into the Father’s house.”  

In verse 8 we see the door opened and no one is able to restrict access to Christ followers 
into God’s Kingdom. Scholars mostly agree this is a clarion call to evangelism. The 
Christians can lead people to Christ who is the open door.  Christ then encourages the 3

church here in Philadelphia to continue to be faithful to Christ even though they are small in 
number. Only two churches receive nothing but praise and no rebuke. Here in Philadelphia 
and Smyrna. Yet, both churches seem to be in a place a persecution. Yet, they remain 
faithful to Christ and have no run away to worship other gods. One valuable lesson for us 
here is to not be numbers obsessed. Philadelphia isn’t a large “booming” congregation of 
numerical growth, and yet Christ encourages them in their faithfulness. The church’s main 
focus is teaching people about Jesus and helping them as their lives are transformed. 
Numerical growth is good only as long as that growth is accompanied by faithful teaching 
and living.  

“And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David. He shall open, and 
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.”

(Isaiah 22:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1
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  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

Section III Satan’s Synagogue  
“Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and 
are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and 
they will learn that I have loved you.”

(Revelation 3:9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Christ doesn’t mince words here that the Jews in this area are worshiping Satan not the 
Lord. Members of the Jewish community are doing some action against the Christians 
here in Philadelphia that apparently causing Christ to come against them. As we have seen 
before Jesus makes it known that those who are standing against Him and His people are 
worshipping (to their surprise) Satan. As a reminder this is apart of the two thrones 
theology. The kingdom of God vs. the kingdom of Satan.  

The promise in this text seems to arise from the prophet Ezekiel.  4

“I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the countries. 
In accordance with their ways and their deeds I judged them. But when they came to 
the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy name, in that people said of 
them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ But I 
had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the 
nations to which they came.

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O 
house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you 
have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness 
of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have 
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the 
Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you 
from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own 
land.”

(Ezekiel 36:19–24 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The idea here is that the people of Israel will find out that they themselves have profaned 
the name of the Lord. God will after a time of scattering draw them back unto Himself. The 
surprise for this jewish community will be that the Lord has loved the people they have 
hated and persecuted.  Jesus does remind the Christian that this will be a reality for us.  5

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

““If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.”

(John 15:18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

However, if we like the church in Philadelphia remain faithful we will be loved by God and 
allowed to come into His house via Christ who is the doorway.  

Section IV Patient Endurance  
“Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the 
hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. I 
am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown.”

(Revelation 3:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Here we bookend these verses with the understanding of patient endurance. The church 
in Philadelphia has and will continue to endure the hatred of the world. The promise then is 
given that when the tribulation of the world comes for the whole of creation they will be 
excluded from this time. Here we see a future promise, because as we know the people 
who read this letter have gone onto glory and the final tribulation hasn’t yet arrived. This 
creates a question for the reader. “Is this text for the church that it is written to, or a future 
promise to the church in future generations?” Most scholars agree that this promise is 
geared toward the faithful enduring church throughout generations. “Be like the church in 
Philadelphia,” and endure for Christ regardless of your current situation and you will be 
spared from the final tribulation.  6

The church in Philadelphia doesn’t need to worry about Christ’s coming because they are 
being faithful. Ephesus, Pergamum, Thyatira, and Sardis need to address their faults 
before Jesus returns yet both Smyrna and Philadelphia are being faithful.  The common 7

cord amongst these two faithful churches is they are holding fast to Christ. Both of the 
faithful churches are suffering, and yet they are holding onto the eternal promise of Jesus.  

If one is being faithful to Jesus that is enough. We don’t have to add a litany of extra items. 
The church in Philadelphia is told that they need to continue in their faithful love of Christ 
and that is enough.  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 132.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 7

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 104.
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

Section V God’s Handwriting  
“The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he 
go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 
God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own 
new name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 3:12–13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The prize given to those who preserve here in the church of Philadelphia is that they will be 
made pillars in the temple of God. Several options exist to what this means. In 1 Timothy 
we see that the Church of Christ is the pillar of truth in the world.  In 1 Kings we see pillars 8

to Jachin and Boaz erected to honor their commitment to God.  Some believe that their 9

are pillars in the temple of Artemis that would have been erected in honor of the faithful.  10

And Finally, the pillar can represent their permanence in the temple of God given that 
Philadelphia and Sardis were rocked by the earthquake of 17 AD.  As we have seen with 11

the other victorious the conclusion is that this means we are invited into the Kingdom of 
God which is the great gift.  

“if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is 
the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.”

(1 Timothy 3:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“He set up the pillars at the vestibule of the temple. He set up the pillar on the south 
and called its name Jachin, and he set up the pillar on the north and called its name 
Boaz.”

(1 Kings 7:21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

We are also told that that they will receive the name of God, and the name of God’s city 
the New Jerusalem. This was also the promise to the church in Pergamum that they would 
get hidden mana, a white stone, and a new name. One thought here is the golden 
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  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 9
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3.26.2023 The Apocalypse “The Beloved in Philadelphia” Revelation 3:7-13

headband reserved for the High priest which proclaims the Holiness of God.  Aaron the 12

High Priest was expected to keep this headband on as a sign of belonging to God alone. 
The faithfulness of the church in Philadelphia was their faithless in times of persecution and 
their reward will be to be known by wearing the name of the Lord! Also, one of the 
restorative promises we find in the prophet Isaiah is that when God restores His people we 
will have His new name.  As we will learn in the book of Revelation people will be marked 13

by Satan with the famous mark of the beast. The victory for God’s people will that we will 
know Him by name and by His name we are marked by Him. 

““You shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet, 
‘Holy to the LORD.’ And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be 
on the front of the turban. It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall bear any 
guilt from the holy things that the people of Israel consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall 
regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.”

(Exodus 28:36–38 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.”

(Isaiah 62:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Practical Application  

When we ask someone what a successful church looks like in American the default 
answer is that there are more people coming. American Christianity has a “butts in seats, 
and dollars in plates” mentality. A church that has people coming isn’t inherently a bad or 
good thing. What matters more than anything else is that the people who are apart of a 
church family big or small, are being taught and held accountable to being faithful to Christ 
and His Word. Instead of asking are we getting more butts in seats, the primary question 
for us as Christ followers is are those people looking more like Jesus everyday. Our true 
mission is to Be and Make Committed Followers of Jesus Christ.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 12

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 105.
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4.2.2023 The Apocalypse “The Unpalatable in Laodicea” Rev. 3:14-22

Focus Text 

“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of God’s creation.

“ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. 
Would that you were either cold or hot! So, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, 
I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, 
not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, 
blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me 
gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and 
white garments so that you may clothe yourself 
and the shame of your nakedness may not be 
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you 
may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and 
discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and eat with him, and he with me. The one who 
conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my 
throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my 
Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

(Revelation 3:14–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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4.2.2023 The Apocalypse “The Unpalatable in Laodicea” Rev. 3:14-22

Section I Faithful and True  
“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation.”

(Revelation 3:14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

As we conclude with the seven churches Jesus’ introduction to the church in Laodicea is a 
final benediction. He is the “Amen” this is a conclusion statement. Amen can mean “the 
end” or “we agree.”  Jesus is finishing these letters with no confusion and no 1

disagreement. He is also the faithful and true witness to these events of the seven 
churches. We are reminded as with Pergamum that Jesus’ eyes are like fire and that He 
sees what is happening within these churches. Finally, we are reminded of the eternality of 
Christ’s presence. His authority can be trusted because he has been observing for all of 
time. One of the most offensive statements Jesus made while on earth was that before 
Abraham existed Jesus existed and Jesus uses the name of God to describe Himself. As 
we conclude the dialogue with the seven churches Jesus reminds us His gaze is eternal.  

“Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

(John 8:58 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section II Lukewarm 
“‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or 
hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”

(Revelation 3:15–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

*The church in Laodicea has two famous texts that most Christians know well. Here is the 
first be hot or cold but if you are lukewarm I will spit you out of my mouth. To the North of 
Laodicea was the small town of Hierapolis which was famous for it’s medicinal hot springs, 
people would come from all over to soak in the springs and get relief. To the south was the 
town of Colossae which you may know is the town where Paul wrote to the Colossians. 
Colossae was known for a fresh cold water spring and people would come from all over to 
quench their thirst with wonderfully chilled fresh water.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 108.
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Laodicea however has water issues. As the hot springs flowed toward Laodicea they 
would pass over mineral deposits of calcium carbonate and become lukewarm and unfit 
for drinking. Laodicea's biggest economic issue was water. They had erected stone pipes 
as an aqueduct that brought water six miles from the south near Colosse from the springs 
of Denizli. Over the years some scholars argue that mineral despots collected in the pipes 
of the aqueduct and once it reached the people of Laodicea the water would be tepid, 
lukewarm, and undrinkable. Laodicea was famous for its gross drinking water.  Christ uses 2

this illustration to describe the spiritual condition of the church. R. Mounce gives us a 
powerful overview of this image.  

“the adjectives “hot,” “cold,” and “lukewarm” are not to be taken as 
describing the spiritual fervor (or lack of it) of people.22 The contrast is 
between the hot medicinal waters of Hierapolis and the cold, pure waters 
of Colossae. Thus the church in Laodicea “was providing neither 
refreshment for the spiritually weary, nor healing for the spiritually sick. It 
was totally ineffective, and thus distasteful to its Lord.”23 On this 
interpretation the church is not being called to task for its spiritual 
temperature but for the barrenness of its works.”3

What then is the cause for this disgust from Jesus? It is the wealth of the community and 
their false ideal that because the city is materially wealthy they have no needs. They believe 
that can care for themselves and don’t need anyone including Jesus.  

Laodicea is wealthy. Laodicea patented black silky wool that you could not find anywhere 
else. This made the city famous for its black wool clothing and brought deep Roman 
pockets to the area.  One of their most boastful claims is that after an earthquake in 60 4

AD. The city didn’t need any Roman government aid in order to rebuild the town, unlike 
the other cities in the area. The best modern example was in 2008 the U.S. government 
bailed out GM and Chrysler automakers. Ford was the only one who said they weren’t in 
need of government funds. This was a source of pride for the Detroit automaker and 
fandom claiming for years afterward that they didn’t need the bailout. Laodicea has a 
financial chip on their shoulder and Christ is about to expose their lie. 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 139-140.

 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 3

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 109-110.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 107.
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The lie in Laodicea is that of self-sufficiency.  This story runs akin to the story of “the 5

emperor has no clothes.” Wherein, the emperor is swindled by some fabric makers into 
believing that he has the fanciest clothes in the world, so fine that common people cannot 
even see them, but the truth is the king is naked and exposed for being a dupe. The 
Christians in Laodicea brag about their material abundance, all the while being poor, blind, 
and naked before the risen Christ.  

Section III Negotiation  
“I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white 
garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not 
be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.”

(Revelation 3:18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus brings the poor Laodiceans to the negotiating table. First, he offers them refined 
gold so that they may be truly rich. Paul speaks about Jesus Himself being a fire that 
burns away all impurities. 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds 
upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw— each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has 
done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 
reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be 
saved, but only as through fire.”

(1 Corinthians 3:10–15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Christians in Laodicea will be left naked unless they put their trust in Christ. Next, we 
see that they should put on white garments to hide their nakedness. This points toward 
the holiness of God but is also a jab at their confidence in their black clothing. In a place 
known for expensive clothing, only Christ can cover their shame. God used the prophet 
Isaiah to show the spiritual depravity of Egypt in their ‘nakedness.” 

“In the year that the commander in chief, who was sent by Sargon the king of Assyria, 
came to Ashdod and fought against it and captured it— at that time the LORD spoke 
by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and loose the sackcloth from your waist and 
take off your sandals from your feet,” and he did so, walking naked and barefoot.


  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 5

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 141.
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Then the LORD said, “As my servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot for three 
years as a sign and a portent against Egypt and Cush, so shall the king of Assyria lead 
away the Egyptian captives and the Cushite exiles, both the young and the old, naked 
and barefoot, with buttocks uncovered, the nakedness of Egypt.”

(Isaiah 20:1–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Finally, Christ offers them salve for their eyes so that they can see. Ironically Laodicea was 
known as the most advanced place for vision care. Here’s what Paige Patterson writes 
about the eye salve in Laodica.  

"The city of Laodicea, as indicated above, was noted by Galen the physician 
of Pergamum as a center of the treatment of opthalmia. References not only 
in Galen but also elsewhere speak of the various eye salves that had been 
developed from the minerals prevalent in the area. The development of the 
ocular sciences and observation of vision problems was apparently further 
advanced at Laodicea than any place else in the Greco-Roman world.”6

Yet the honesty is that they are blind to their own spiritual need. Christ is offering them 
His salve so that they may see their spiritual needs. Just because one has all their 
physical needs met does not equate to their spiritual needs. The size of one's bank 
account does nothing for their salvation. Without Christ, the Church is bankrupt 
regardless of how big and nice the building is. As an American Christian with massive 
material, this honest exposure to the spiritual depravity of the church in Laodicea 
brings us in humility back to the feet of our true savior Jesus Christ. A final reminder for 
us Jesus lets us know we can’t serve both God and money we must choose whom we 
will place our trust.  

““No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”

(Matthew 6:24; Luke 16:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section IV The Open Door 
“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 
him and eat with him, and he with me.”

(Revelation 3:19–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

However, as with the other churches, Laodicea is allowed to change its ways. Just as a 
loving parent disciplines their children when they are going astray, so the Lord is 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 142.
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disciplining His children in Laodicea so that they may make corrections. The language of 
discipline here is not about a justice system punishing a criminal, but of a loving Father 
correcting HIs children.  If the Lord lays conviction on our hearts that is also a blessing to 7

us. 

Here is the second of the two texts that are well-known. Jesus makes an offer to Laodicea 
that if they will open the door for Him, He will come and dine with them. In the ancient 
world sharing dinner is a sign of friendship and love. Typically we see this text being used 
in salvation and evangelism. Many a sermon has been preached about letting Jesus into 
your heart. While that may be true, it takes this text out of context. The reason Laodicea 
has received the harshest judgment of the seven churches is that Laodicea has pushed 
Jesus out.  Their sin of self-sufficiency has led them to believe they are fine without God. 8

This means Laodicea is an apostate congregation and without changing their ways they 
will be held in judgment. The other churches have serious problems to work through but 
they are doing so with Jesus amongst them, not Laodicea they are outside of the fold and 
Christ seeks to bring them in again. Nothing is more depressing than a community thinking 
they are a Christian Church only to find out that they are a dead community without the 
presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus is being this dramatic with Laodicea to 
wake them up so that they may be brought back into the community with Him.  

Section V Victory in Jesus 
“The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.’””

(Revelation 3:21–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The final blessing is an invitation to share in Christ’s victory. One of the promises that are 
extended to the Apostles is that they would have access to twelve thrones alongside 
Jesus. Paul also assures Timothy that our endurance with Christ will lead to reigning with 
Him. For Laodicea, the call to allow Christ access in their community is rewarded with 
being brought back into the royal family. As with the story of the prodigal son in Luke 15, 
the wayward son is restored to the fullness of his position in the family. The wayward son 
believed he should be relegated to a slave status for his rejection of the Father and the 
family, but the love of the Father was to restore the lost son to his royal position and 
celebrate his homecoming. Laodicea may have been the church that kicked out Jesus, 
and they may believe their status in the kingdom of God is limited. Jesus is making the 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 7

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 142-143.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 8

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 143.
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proclamation to them that their status in the family will be fully restored if they will open 
their door to allow Him access once again. Praise God for His incredible grace! 

“Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

(Matthew 19:28 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us;”

(2 Timothy 2:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Practical Application  

The sin for the Christ followers in Laodicea is the lie of self-sufficiency. They can do it all on 
their own and they don’t need Jesus. The severity here is that have forgotten about Jesus 
even in the gathering of the community.  

The challenge for us as American Christians who are also blessed with material wealth is 
“whether or not we are living our lives apart from Jesus as well?” In the 1990s there was a 
movement in the American church with the acronym “WWJD.” It stands for “What would 
Jesus do?” While most Christians today see this as a cliche marketing scheme to sell 
those rubber wristbands, the question is more valid than ever. When we as individual 
families, and as a church family gathers to make decisions are we asking “WWJD?” Every 
day we live is another chance to serve Jesus. Every encounter we have is a time to talk 
about Jesus. Every dollar we earn is a chance to serve Jesus. Our relationships, our 
places of status, and our platforms both in person and online are all places where Jesus 
can be shared, If, Jesus is allowed in our lives and church.  

Daily in the morning before our feet hit the floor we should pray to God something like this. 

“Lord, today is your day, please use me as you see fit and give me the strength and faith to 
serve you, Amen.”  

Then in the evening before you rest, think back on the day and how God used you. Write 
down the ways you saw Jesus through the Holy Spirit prompt you. Sometimes the list will 
be a failure. God will ask you to serve Him and you will disobey. Repent, and change. As 
our faithfulness grows the writing will show more occasions of obedience and you will have 
more to say about how God has been moving in your life, and using you to further His 
kingdom. Do not become the church in Laodicea and leave Christ out because Christ 
wants you to sit with Him in His throne room. 
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Focus Text 

“After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And 
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 
At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with 
one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance 
of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that 
had the appearance of an emerald. Around the throne were twenty-
four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From 
the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, 
which are the seven spirits of God,

and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 
And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like 
a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature 
with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in 
flight.

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of 
eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to 
say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is 
to come!”

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to 
him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the 
twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne 
and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying,


“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created.””

(Revelation 4:1–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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Section I The One Upon the Throne 
“After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, 
which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne 
stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the 
appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the 
appearance of an emerald.”

(Revelation 4:1–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John is again taken up in the Spirit of the Lord to see even more from the Lord. This 
time John is not taken to the earth to witness churches but is transported to the 
heavenly throne room to witness the splendor of the Lord. The ESV translators 
understand that the voice speaking to John is the Risen Christ. 

This experience parallels the prophet Ezekiel’s vision in chapter one of his writings. As 
we move through this heavenly vision from John, we will also view Ezekiel's vision. 

“And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in 
appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness 
with a human appearance. And upward from what had the appearance of his waist I 
saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And 
downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance 
of fire, and there was brightness around him.

Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of 
the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one 
speaking.”

(Ezekiel 1:26–28 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


R. Mounce explains the symbology of these gems. As we see God the Father upon His 
throne, one similarity is the brightness. For John, the precious jewels are chosen for 
their ability to refract light, and Ezekiel sees God’s glory shining everywhere. 

“Various meanings have been attached to the different stones. Jasper has 
been associated with such qualities as majesty, holiness, or purity. 
Carnelian has been interpreted in connection with wrath or judgment and 
the emerald with mercy. The rainbow reminds us of God’s covenant with 
Noah (Gen 9:16–17).12 Rather than assigning specific qualities to each of 
the gems it is better to take them as part of the overall portrayal. They 
describe in symbolic form the majesty of God, resplendent and clothed in 
unapproachable light.”  1

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 120-121.
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Two traits that stand out in this vision are God’s beauty and power. John sees all these 
beautiful gems, and Ezekiel sees a bright and gleaming figure. However, this isn’t a 
shiny puppy that you can snuggle with. This figure is also overwhelming in His 
presence. One modern way to think about it is when one approaches Mount Everest, it 
is a beautiful sight to behold, but the scope of the mountain also conveys a sense of 
smallness to the person at her foot. God is radiant and beyond anything we can 
compare in this life. Some people see this reverent view of God as negative. The Father 
seems less personal this way. We shouldn’t view this as negative because a god you 
can snuggle with is a god who is powerless. The Father is the creator of all things, and 
His power and majesty should be held with awe, wonder, and respect.  

Section II The Elders
“Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-
four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the 
throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and 
before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.”
(Revelation 4:4–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)

Around the throne, we see 24 thrones and elders sitting on them. The identity of these 
individuals is foggy. I have decided to let the scholars speak. Below are quotes from 
Robert Mounce and Paige Patterson about their understanding of who these 24 elders 
are. Both scholars conclude that they must be, in some sense, an angelic council dressed 
in white to symbolize God’s holiness and given crowns to symbolize their royal stature in 
God’s kingdom.  

“Since no exact counterparts are to be located in Jewish literature, it 
seems best to take the twenty-four elders as an exalted angelic order who 
serve and adore God as the heavenly counterpart to the twenty-four 
priestly and twenty-four Levitical orders (1 Chron 24:4; 25:9–13).17 Their 
function is both royal and sacerdotal, and may be judicial as well (cf. 20:4). 
Their white garments speak of holiness, and their golden crowns of 
royalty.”2

“Since more chief men were found among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of 
Ithamar, they organized them under sixteen heads of fathers’ houses of the sons of 
Eleazar, and eight of the sons of Ithamar.”

(1 Chronicles 24:4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 121-122.
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“The first lot fell for Asaph to Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, to him and his brothers 
and his sons, twelve; the third to Zaccur, his sons and his brothers, twelve; the fourth 
to Izri, his sons and his brothers, twelve; the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his 
brothers, twelve; the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;”

(1 Chronicles 25:9–13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“What remains from these verses is to ascertain the identity of the 24 
elders, but this is not so simple. Many of the considerations relating to the 
appropriate identification of these elders are considerations that arise in 
5:9–10. Accordingly, the final effort at identification will be handled there. 
Sufficient for the present time is to recount the various ways the elders 
have been identified by commentators. Some have interpreted them to be 
24 angels that make up a heavenly council. Although only two orders of 
angels are named in Scripture—the cherubim and seraphim, to see these 
24 elders as the archangels of 24 orders of angels is possible. A second 
perspective connects them all to the church and views the 24 elders as 
representative of the entire church of God. On this explanation the 
number 24 represents a doubling of the complete number 12 and 
ostensibly would represent the church in its fullness. A third perspective 
would note the 24 as symbolic of the redeemed of all time represented by 
the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles of the Lamb. Though there are 
variations, these appear to be the major viable positions for identifying 
the 24 elders.” 
3

We also see the power of God coming out of the throne room in flashes of thunder. If 
you’ve ever heard the flashes of lightning and “BOOM” of lighting striking, you understand 
what kind of power and force we are discussing.  

Again we are introduced to these seven Spirits in this depiction, like seven burning torches. 
As with the other times, there is no definitive proof of these seven spirits. They could 
represent the seven churches again as the seven lampstands. Or, they could be once 
again a way of speaking about the Holy Spirit with the seven attributes found in Zechariah 
chapter four. 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 3

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 152.
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“And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of 
gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the 
lamps that are on the top of it. And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of 
the bowl and the other on its left.” And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What 
are these, my lord?” Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do 
you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said to me, “This is the 
word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says 
the LORD of hosts.”

(Zechariah 4:2–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Lastly, we see this crystal sea. It appears that the Lord’s throne on a sea of crystal is an 
image used throughout the Old Testament. See Ezekiel 1 and Psalm 104 below. 

The Father seated on the throne is meant to leave us in awe and wonder. The elders, 
whoever they are, show us that the Father is worthy of praise. 

“Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of an expanse, shining 
like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their heads.”

(Ezekiel 1:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; he makes the clouds his chariot; he 
rides on the wings of the wind;”

(Psalm 104:3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section III The Living Creatures 
“And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of 
eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature 
like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature 
like an eagle in flight.

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around 
and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”

(Revelation 4:6–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Also, around the throne of God, we see four living creatures who worship God day and 
night.  

John is using imagery that is found again in Ezekiel 1. Multiple theories exist as to what the 
four sides represent. One consensus would be that the four sides represent the whole of 
creation. Here are a couple of thoughts from the New American Commentary.  
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“And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their 
appearance: they had a human likeness, but each had four faces, and each of them 
had four wings. Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of 
a calf’s foot. And they sparkled like burnished bronze. Under their wings on their four 
sides they had human hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: their 
wings touched one another. Each one of them went straight forward, without turning as 
they went. As for the likeness of their faces, each had a human face. The four had the 
face of a lion on the right side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the 
four had the face of an eagle. Such were their faces. And their wings were spread out 
above. Each creature had two wings, each of which touched the wing of another, while 
two covered their bodies. And each went straight forward. Wherever the spirit would 
go, they went, without turning as they went. As for the likeness of the living creatures, 
their appearance was like burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches moving 
to and fro among the living creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the fire went 
forth lightning. And the living creatures darted to and fro, like the appearance of a flash 
of lightning.”

(Ezekiel 1:5–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“these living beings are symbolic of creation and the divine immanence. 
They are what is noblest (lion), strongest (ox), wisest (man), and swiftest 
(eagle)….interpreters usually have evaluated this description as four 
segments of biological life: a lion representing untamed species, an ox 
representing domesticated animals, an eagle representing avian life, and 
man representing human life. Seemingly no place is allowed for the 
abundant life forms of the oceans; but, despite that, the interpretation is 
probably correct. The cherubim in some way represent all of God’s 
created species.” 4

With the four faces showing us all created species, we also see they have six wings and 
eyes. Ezekiel again speaks of wheels with eyes that can see everything. These beings can 
see all things. John has two more wings than Eziekiel. This could be the symbol of the six 
days of creation itself.  

The conclusion, though, is that the role of these creatures is to exalt the Father for all time. 
One way to see the " holy " expression used three times is to understand the Trinity. Paige 
Patterson explains. 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 155-156.
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4.16.2023 The Apocolypse “The Father’s Throne” Revelation 4:1-11

The Isaianic formula of qâdôsh, qâdôsh, qâdôsh, (“holy, holy, holy”) was 
almost certainly seen by John as a trinitarian expression. Holiness as the 
central attribute of God has no need for triple expression, since distinction 
of God from all the created order is endemic to the term. Consequently, 
the repetition of the term three times must have seemed to John to have 
been the same as saying, “Holy is the Father, Holy is the Son, and Holy is 
the Spirit.” 5

These creatures represent the call of all creation to worship the Lord day and night. I am 
reminded of Jesus’ words in Luke’s gospel as he rides into Jerusalem. 

“As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And some of the Pharisees in 
the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if 
these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”

(Luke 19:37–40 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus is saying to the Pharisees that the Triune God is Lord (ruler) over all of creation. And 
creation worships her creator day and night. 

Section IV Glory, Honor, and Praise 
“And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is 
seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down 
before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. 
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,


“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.””

(Revelation 4:9–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

In his book Revelation, Robert Mulholland gives us a beautiful understanding of what the 
elders are doing here. 

“The elders perform three actions in their worship that represent their 
inner posture of being. First, they fall. before the One who seated upon 
the throne (and the Lamb 5:8). This is an act of acknowledgment, 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 5

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 156.
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recognizing God and God, and prostrating oneself in the presence of 
such an awesome majesty….Second, the elders worship the One who 
lives forever and ever. This seems redundant at first glance. If they fall in 
acknowledgment that God is God, is not this also worship? Not 
necessarily. It is possible to acknowledge God to be God and not worship 
God at all. Later in the vision, the citizens of the Beast’s kingdom 
acknowledge God and God’s power (16:9,11,21), but their response is 
blasphemy rather than worship. The second action of the elders is the 
willing acceptance of God as God in one’s life. Third, the elders 
continually cast their crowns before the throne. Biblically, the crown 
represents mastery, control, rule, power as well as honor, award, victory. 
To cast the crown before God represents the fulfillment of the worship of 
God by yielding one’s life to God’s control.” 
6

Finally, we see why the elders give their whole beings to the Lord. Because He is the 
creator of all things. In the book of Hebrews, the author makes the point that God is the 
maker and sustainer for all of the universe. 

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the 
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power.”

(Hebrews 1:1–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The elders understand that they would not exist without the will of Almighty God. It can be 
tempting to think you are building your kingdom and holding onto your crown. The 
revelation is that all of creation stays in existence because of the power of God, and the 
elders cast away their power at the feet of the one who is truly worthy of all worship.  

  M. Robert Mulholland, Jr., Revelation (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, 1990),155-156.6
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Practical Application 

There is a modern appeal to having a small and controllable god. The bigger we 
understand God to be, the more authority we must shift toward Him. This reminder of the 
throne room of the Father brings us back to understanding the overwhelming power of 
God.  

One word that needs to be in every Christian vocabulary is “Reverence”. 

“Rev′er·ence, n. [F. révérence, L. reverentia. See Reverent.] 1. Profound respect and esteem 
mingled with fear and affection, as for a holy being or place; the disposition to revere; 
veneration.” 7
One of the earliest heresies of the church was Marcionism. Marcion believed that the 
God of the Old Testament was not the same as the God of the New Testament. He 
argued that the Hebrew God was vengeful, spiteful, and cruel, while the God of the 
Christians was graceful, loving, and kind. This false teaching seems to be making a 
comeback and is a popular argument among non-believers. One reason for this heresy 
is that Marcion desired a god he could control. For Marcion, the New Testament God 
was a sweetheart that would not require anything too difficult from them. And the idea 
is that a lovely soft God will shower you with grace and never call you into hard places. 
Jesus was not a sweetheart. Jesus declared that those who hate are guilty of murder, 
and those who look lustfully are guilty of adultery.  

I will leave you with a quote from C.S. Lewis’s book The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe #1, where Mr. Beaver describes Aslan the Lion to Sarah. Aslan is a depiction 
of Christ. God has always been beyond us, and we need to know God’s overwhelming 
authority because that makes the sacrifice on the cross such a powerful act of love. 

“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought 
he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting 
a lion"..."Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe? 
'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.” 
8

  Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary, s.v. “Reverence,” paragraph 206815.7

  C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (Chronicles of Narnia, #1)8
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“Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I 
saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to 
open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on 
earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to 
open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders said to me, 
“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.”

And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven 
horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right 
hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken 
the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 
and nation,

 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and 
they shall reign on the earth.”

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands,

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!”

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits 
on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” 
and the elders fell down and worshiped.”

(Revelation 5:1–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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Section I The Scroll 
“Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one 
in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it. And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its 
seven seals.”

(Revelation 5:1–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Once again, Ezekiel chapter 2 is in the backdrop.  

“And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a 
book was in it. And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the 
back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe.”

(Ezekiel 2:9–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Also, in Jewish tradition, we understand that all human history is written in books. See 
Enoch chapter 81:1-3 

“1. And he said to me: “Oh Enoch, look at the book of the Tablets of Heaven and read 
what is written upon them, and note every individual fact.” 2. And I looked at everything 
that was written and I noted everything. And I read the book and everything that was 
written in it, all the deeds of men, and all the children of flesh who will be upon the 
Earth, for all the generations of eternity. 3. And then I immediately blessed the Lord, the 
Eternal King of Glory, in that he has made all the works of the world, and I praised the 
Lord because of his patience, and I blessed him on account of the sons of Adam.”   
(Book of Enoch 81:1-3)

God knows all of history, and as we will see later when Jesus opens the final seal, this 
scroll contains the last act—the apocalypse. 

At this point, a strong angel begins to cry out hoping to find someone worthy to open 
the seal. The word in Greek is the same word for preaching.  So, the angel is 1

proclaiming that someone should open the seal. However, it has become apparent that 
no one is worthy to open this divine seal. 

John then begins to wail because he thinks God’s final victory has been openly sealed 
away forever. Now, this is a part of apocalyptic literature, a genre of writing that is over-

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 162-163.
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the-top dramatic. Just when all hope seems lost, John is pulled back to his senses by 
one of the twenty-four elders as he is shown a new figure who can open this final scroll.  

The Lion of Judah and the Root of David. These are messianic texts from the Old 
Testament.  The King of all Kings (Messiah) was known to have come from Judah and 2

would be in the lineage of David. Just as the fulfillment was promised, we see Christ as 
the Lion of Judah, and we know that Christ is also from the line of David. Here in the 
throne room of God, we see the Lion, the only worthy one to open the scroll of history 
from the Father.  

“Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he 
crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?

 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
until tribute comes to him, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”

(Genesis 49:9–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.”

(Isaiah 11:10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section II The Lamb Who Was Slain 
“And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the 
scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had 
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
the saints.

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation,

 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.”

(Revelation 5:6–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Now we meet the Lamb who was slain. This is a new depiction of Christ wherein we see 
His worthiness to open the scroll of history and begin the final moments in human history. 
Christ is worthy to fulfill the last messianic role of conquest because of His willingness to 
be meek and offer Himself as the sacrifice for many! R. Mounce notes the dual names 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 131.

 of 3 7

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Gen._49:9
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Is._11:10
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._5:6
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1609
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1609


4.23.2023 The Apocolypse “Worthy is the Lamb who is Slain” Revelation 5:1-14

here; Jesus is called the Lion and the Lamb.  In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks 3

about how Jesus called him to keep a thorn in his flesh because power is made perfect in 
weakness.  

“Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.”

(2 Corinthians 12:8–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Lamb is depicted with some powerful features. Firstly, the Greek word here shows that 
the Lamb was an adult. Jesus was a grown man at the time of his crucifixion. Secondly, 
we see the number seven used, seven horns, seven eyes. The number seven is 
considered complete or perfect since it was the number of days God used to create our 
world. The horn has a history in the Jewish tradition of meaning power.  So, Jesus has 4

perfect power. Just as with the four living creatures, the eyes are sight; Jesus can see all 
things perfectly. However, then strangely, we see that the eyes also represent the seven 
Spirits of God and that now they have moved from the lampstands to all the earth. Could 
this be yet another understanding of the Holy Spirit descending onto all the world? I 
believe so. After all, in John’s gospel, Jesus makes it clear that he must ascend so the 
Spirit can descend. What a powerful image of the Father, Son, and Spirit in the throne 
room looking out over all creation. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now 
I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But 
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, I 
tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he 
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, 
because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the 
Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged.”

(John 16:4–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Through that sacrifice, the Lamb has been given dominion from the Father to the Son to 
open the scroll of reveal the fullness and end of history and begin the judgment. Then the 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 3

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 132.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 166.

 of 4 7

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._12:8
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#John_16:4
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1612
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1612
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170748
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170748


4.23.2023 The Apocolypse “Worthy is the Lamb who is Slain” Revelation 5:1-14

elders that appeared in chapter four fall down and worship the Lamb. According to the ten 
commandments, if this Lamb is anything other than God, it would be idolatrous. So, in 
Trinitarian fashion, the Lamb is also considered God. The elders hold harps, the traditional 
instrument used to sing praise songs at the temple.  This was a sign of a new song that 5

will be sung in the coming verses. Also, we see a bowl full of incense which are the prayers 
of saints.  As we have discussed, a significant theme in John’s revelation is that Jesus, the 6

great High Priest, mediates our prayers in heaven. The elders deliver these prayers to the 
Lamb. 

“Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten 
strings!”

(Psalm 33:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 
continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.”

(Hebrews 7:23–25 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Now with their harps in tune, they sing the new song to the Lord. Jesus is the worthy one 
who can know the fullness of history and offer final judgment because He alone was willing 
to shed His blood on behalf of the world.  

Several themes in this new song are interesting. First is a kingdom filled with people of 
every tribe and language. John’s writings have spoken to the fulfillment of salvation through 
Jesus as the Messiah. Revelation is a book that leans into Jewish history. In the new song, 
not just Jews will be saved, but the Kingdom of God is open to all who are cleansed by the 
blood of the Lamb, and it will contain every tongue, tribe, and nation. To the Jewish reader 
in the first century, this would be insulting. The Messiah was coming to restore Israel to Her 
former glory, and not much thought about outsiders was given. This new kingdom, 
however, will be for all people under the blood of the Lamb. Second, those washed in the 
blood of the Lamb are now considered priests. The apostle Peter seconds this notion in 
his letter that under Christ, everyone belongs to the priesthood. This is a trait of the New 
Covenant from the prophet Jeremiah that God would be known in our hearts, not just in a 
temple, which means that the believer now becomes a living temple and is a priest 
facilitating the worship of God! Hallejiah! 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 134.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 168.
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“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

(1 Peter 2:9–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section III Worthy is the Lamb! 
“Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures 
said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.”

(Revelation 5:11–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John sees some new guests in the throne room. Heavenly angels, we see myriads and 
thousands. This is Greek rhetoric that implies too many to count. The rule of this Lamb 
is over all of creation, and his servants are too vast to count. John may be reminded of 
a vision from Daniel wherein the Ancient of Days has thousands of servants before 
Him. 

“A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened.”

(Daniel 7:10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Then John pairs the two visions together. Every creature in all of creation worships the 
one upon the throne (The Father) and the Lamb who was slain (The Son) forever and 
ever. Jesus is either the King of all creation and a part of the Godhead, or John is a 
heretic and should be disregarded. Christ's followers for over two thousand years have 
agreed that Jesus is the King of all creation along with the Father. As this chapter 
closes, we see again the elders falling down and presumably casting everything at 
their feet. This is a scene of triumph as the Lamb rightly joins the Father back in His 
rightful place. Mounce concludes with this great statement. 

“Chapter 5 has revealed a central truth that governs the entire book of 
Revelation. By his sacrificial death, the Lamb has taken control of the 
course of history and guaranteed its future. He alone was worthy to break 
the seals and open the scroll of destiny. The hosts of heaven break out in 
jubilant song honoring the redemptive work of the Lion who is the Lamb. 
His triumphant sacrifice has transformed men and women from every part 
of the universe into priests in the service of God. Countless angels circle 
his throne and declare his power and praise. This vision of the grandeur of 
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the triumphant Lamb prepares John to share with his readers the more 
solemn aspects of the judgments that lie in the future. A vivid portrayal of 
the one who has won the crucial battle against sin supplies the confidence 
that in the troubled times to come there remains a hope that is steadfast 
and sure.” 7

Practical Application  

As the Old Hymn of the Church declares, “Trust and Obey, for there’s no other way to 
be happy in Jesus than to Trust and Obey.”  

Trust. Is your life filled with worry, fear, doubt, and regret? Could it be that you do not 
trust that Christ has all of history in His hands? Do you think that His sacrifice isn’t 
sufficient to save you? We have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, and He is the 
King of all creation, and the future now belongs to Him. Trust. 

Obey; we join with the angels and all of creation. The Christ Follower has been given 
the Holy Spirit to teach and guide. If you feel the Lord is calling you to a task, He’s the 
King, so do it! This is a part of our worship of Christ is to enact His will on earth as His 
representatives. 

Trust and Obey! 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 7

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 138.
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Focus Text 
“Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I 
heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, 
and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to 
conquer.

When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, 
“Come!” And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to 
take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he 
was given a great sword.

When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair 
of scales in his hand. And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst 
of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”

When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its 
rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given 
authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and 
with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who 
had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 
They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how 
long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little 
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should 
be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon 
became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree 
sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll 
that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from 
its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals 
and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to 
the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who 
is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day 
of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”

(Revelation 6:1–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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A Reminder of the Different Views 

Progressive Dispensationalist  

In early Judaism the messianic woes referred to the time of Great Tribulation and 
sorrow that would come upon God’s people immediately prior to the coming of the 
Messiah. The concept is foreshadowed in the Old Testament, in association with the 
Day of the Lord (see, e.g., Isa. 24:17–23; Dan. 12:1; Joel 2:1–11, 28–32; Amos 5:16–20; 
Zeph. 1:14–2:3), and developed in Jewish apocalypticism (4 Ezra 7:37; Jub. 23:11; 
24:3; 2 Apocalypse of Baruch 55:6; 1 Enoch 80:4–5) and in the New Testament (Matt. 
24/Mark 13/Luke 21; 2 Thess. 2; Rev. 6–18). 
1

Idealist 


The first rider bears a crown and holds a bow while he travels ready for conquest on a 
white horse. There are several options concerning his identity but the most compelling 
is Jesus Christ.15 This assertion is founded on the portrayal of Christ as conqueror in 
5:5 and on the color of the horse. White is a color normally associated with that which 
is holy and heavenly, such as garments, clouds, and a throne. In addition, this option 
fits with the Christus Victor theme that runs like a thread throughout the book.16


	 The opening of the next three seals introduces three additional riders on 
different colored horses. There is consensus among idealist interpreters of Revelation 
concerning their identities. The three riders illustrate the disintegration of both human 
civilization and creation as a result of the rejection of the Lamb of God. The red horse 
represents slaughter or war; the black horse represents economic hardship and 
poverty, perhaps because of injustice; the pale horse represents death, famine, and 
disease. 
2

Preterist 


The rider on the white horse “bent on conquest” (Rev. 6:2) represents the 
victorious Roman march toward Jerusalem to engage the Jewish war in the spring of 
A.D. 67.40 The rider on the red horse (6:4), who takes the “peace from the earth” (6:4; 
cf. Matt. 24:6–7), speaks of the surprising disruption of the famous pax Romana, an 
enforced peace that prevailed throughout the Roman empire for many years. For 
example, Epictetus (A.D. 60–140) writes that “Caesar has obtained for us a profound 
peace. There are neither wars nor battles” (Discourses 3:13:9). The Jewish revolt 

  
1

Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 
Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 145. o

  Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 2

Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 105-106.
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against Rome temporarily interrupts this famous peace. The red horse especially 
highlights that civil war occurring in Jerusalem itself (where Jesus utters his prophecy, 
Matt. 24).

	 The riders on the black and pale horses represent famine and death issuing from 
the Jewish war. These tragic factors of this war are well-documented by Josephus 
(Wars of the Jews 4–7), the Jewish historian who participated in the war,41 and by the 
Roman historians Tacitus (Histories 1) and Suetonius (Vespasian). 
3

Section I The White Horsemen  
“Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the 
four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a 
white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out 
conquering, and to conquer.”

(Revelation 6:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


The first of the four horsemen is the most controversial. Some associate him with Christ 
because, in chapter 19, we see Jesus riding in on a white horse. One argument is that 
Jesus, the righteous savior runs throughout the book's theme, and that’s why he appears 
at the opening of the seven seals.  The other opinion is that this rider is a fake messiah, 
maybe the final anti-christ figure looking like Jesus; however, they are bent on conquering 
and destruction. 

This anti-christ narrative fits more cleanly in the text because the other three horsemen 
have nothing good about them. As we will see, they represent war, famine, and death. As 
the anti-Christ, this rider is the one who kick-starts the final act of human history and is the 
first seal to be opened. Why would this rider be Christ?   4

Section II The Red Horsemen 
“When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 
And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the 
earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.”

(Revelation 6:3–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


The Red Rider following after the White Rider, brings about a Roman short sword. The Red 
Rider is the personification of war and bloodshed. The Roman short sword for John and 

  Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 3

Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 53.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 179.
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his audience would have been the sword that conquered the world by force.  Red 5

represents bloodshed.  After the antichristical figure arrives and urges the world into 6

violence, the citizenry agrees, and this second seal shows the violence that lends itself to 
war.  

Section III The Black Horsemen 
“When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I 
looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I 
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A 
quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not 
harm the oil and wine!”

(Revelation 6:5–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Black Rider comes with a grain scale. 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 143.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 6

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 143.

 of 4 10

https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1698
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1698
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1698
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#1698
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._6:5


4.30.2023 Then Apocolyspe “The Beginning of the End” Revelation 6:1-17

A silver coin known as a denarius was a days wage for a working man.  Barley was the 7

cheap grain; it was course and not very pleasant as bread. Wheat was preferred; it could 
be ground into smaller particles and made much better bread.  The Black Rider says that 8

for a day's wages, you could get enough wheat for one person or enough barley for three 
people. This is about ten to twenty times what it should cost. The Black Rider represents 
famine. The dispensational position suggests that after the anti-Christ, and war, then would 
produce a worldwide famine.  

The Black Rider is told not to harm the oil or wine. We don’t know what this restriction was 
placed on the oil and wine. Some scholars say olives and grape vines would survive better 
than grain crops. Others who hold to a preterist understanding of the text would recall that 
in 92 A.D., Roman emperor Domitian ordered half of the vineyards to be destroyed in the 
Middle East. This edict was too strict and was rescinded. This could be prophetic, and 
Christ shows John that the vineyards would not be harmed.   9

Section IV The Pale Horsemen 
“When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and 
Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill 
with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.”

(Revelation 6:7–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The final Rider is Death itself. Coming on a dead (pale) horse, and behind is Hades, best 
described as the grave.  With the first three seals being conquest, war, and famine, the 10

fourth Rider would naturally be death. A fourth of humanity may be literal or an allegory as 
the fourth seal to be broken. Death is always an unwelcome guest in creation but is always 
the result of sin. 

“For the wages of sin is death,”

(Romans 6:23a The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 7
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  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 8
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Section V The Martyrs  
“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and 
their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had 
been.”

(Revelation 6:9–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This is known as the Martyr’s seal. These Martyrs have endured their suffering and are now 
safe under the altar of the Lord. It does seem strange that after all the destruction on earth, 
we would go back to the heavens to see these individuals who gave their lives for the love 
of Christ. However, this could indicate how the church must suffer during this time of war 
and famine. One Jewish understanding is that during the reign of the Messiah, there would 
be a time of suffering. R. Mounce breaks this idea down further.  

“Paul viewed his coming death as a drink offering to be poured out (2 Tim 
4:6; cf. Phil 2:17). A somewhat parallel idea in rabbinic writing that “the 
souls of the righteous are kept under the throne of glory”1 may suggest the 
idea of martyrs as having reached a place of safety.” 
11

The Martyrs are safe under the altar of God. They have abided in Christ to be the judge 
of the nations, and they wonder when this will be finished. However, they pose of 
complaint to God, “How long must we wait to be avenged?” this seems to be a part of 
the rhetoric used later in vs. 11. Peter, in his second letter to the church, reminds us 
that Christ is patient but will come again for judgment. 

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies 
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed.”

(2 Peter 3:8–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

For those who gave their lives to Christ, their vindication will be given one day, but they are 
to rest in Christ till then. Then the Martyrs are given white robes and rest. They are washed 
in the blood of the Lamb, and their own blood-soaked clothes are traded in for spotless 
garments. This can be seen as God’s holiness and purity.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 11

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 146-147.
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Finally, we are given the rhetoric. They will be more Christ followers during this time who 
will suffer and be killed for Jesus’ sake. The judgment will not come until that number is 
complete. In John’s time, Rome under both Nero 67 AD. and Domitian 90 AD. would be a 
great time of suffering for the churches, and those who perished were added to the count 
of the Martyrs. Until the final judgment, Christ knows who will be killed for his sake. The 
implication is that where that number has been reached, Christ will offer the final judgment. 
This could be a barometer of humanity's sinfulness. Once the world has killed every last 
Christian they can, Jesus will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Section VI The Great Earthquake  
“When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, 
and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the 
stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a 
gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and 
the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and 
who can stand?”

(Revelation 6:12–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Wow! The sixth seal brings us back to creation only to find it's being unended. A giant 
earthquake has been seen in the Old Testament as a form of God’s visitation. See here in 
Exodus. 

“Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in 
fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled 
greatly.”

(Exodus 19:18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

God is coming down to begin the judgment, and the whole earth is shaking. The sun turns 
black as goats’ hair. The goats in Israel were well known, and their black fur would have 
painted a great mental image of the sun blacking out.  Peter offers this prophecy as well 12

in the Book of Acts.  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The 12
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“the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord 
comes, the great and magnificent day.”

(Acts 2:20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

And in Isaiah, we see the stars falling from the sky and the skies rolling up like a scroll. 

“All the host of heaven shall rot away, and the skies roll up like a scroll. All their host 
shall fall, as leaves fall from the vine, like leaves falling from the fig tree.”

(Isaiah 34:4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Most scholars debate the literalness of the sixth seal choosing to see this as a part of the 
apocalyptic tradition. What is being said here is that God has come down from heaven in 
preparation for the seventh and final seal. As God enters our world, creation begins to 
break apart significantly.   13

Remember that this is not the final judgment, however, because there is still one more seal 
to be opened. 

Humanity in this scene cowers in fear, kings, and peasants hiding in caves wishing that the 
earth would crush them because of the wrath of the Father and the Son coming to earth. 
The face of God is staring at them, and it is too much. Moses was warned about this. 

“But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.”… Then I 
will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

(Exodus 33:20, 23 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The prophet Amos records that this day of coming judgment, known as “The Day of the 
Lord,” isn’t something we await with joy because it will be a day of darkness. 

“Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of the 
LORD? It is darkness, and not light,

 as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned his 
hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him.

 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in 
it?”

(Amos 5:18–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Here we have the six seals opened, and one remains for the Lamb to begin the judgment 
of the world.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 13

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 151.
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Practical Application  

“And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

(Matthew 5:2–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus teaches us as His followers that we are to be meek and peaceful and accept that 
suffering is part of following Him.  

It can be difficult for us to turn the other cheek or to pray for our enemies as Jesus 
commanded. Sin tells us to get even and to make those who hurt pay dearly for crossing 
us. Christ offers a more difficult path. To bless those who hurt us and accept our suffering.  

We, as believers, must hold onto a truth. One day Christ will no longer allow evil to prosper. 
One day Christ will no longer tolerate His followers and friends being killed. He will come to 
judge the world for its hatred of us.  

But that is Jesus’ job, not ours. We are to be humble and peacemakers. Here in Romans 
12, Paul demonstrates our role as Christians. 
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“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one 
evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so 
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

(Romans 12:9–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Be a blessing even to those who wrong you. Amen.  
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Focus Text 
“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on 
earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw another angel ascending 
from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he 
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power 
to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or 
the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their 
foreheads.” And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed 
from every tribe of the sons of Israel:


12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of 
Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad,

 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,

 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 
from the tribe of Issachar,

 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.”

(Revelation 7:1–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Four Corners  
“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 
four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 
Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the 
living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given 
power to harm earth and sea,”

(Revelation 7:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Four angels in the four corners of the earth are holding back the winds of destruction.  1

Firstly, some people have argued that the Bible is unreliable because these first-century 
Palestinian people could not tell that the earth was round. That is an unfair argument 
because they weren’t trying to describe this destruction from a global bird's eye view. They 
knew the world the same way we did from the ground. Today we still use compasses and 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
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the directions of north, south, east, and west as directional markers—straight lines on a 
spherical planet.  

The four winds are a picture of the directions from heaven. See below that the prophet 
Zechariah in the Old Testament received several heavenly visions. Strangely enough, one 
such vision showed four chariot horsemen coming from all four directions showing “the 
four winds of heaven.” John is receiving a similar vision wherein these four angels are 
holding back the winds of heaven. 

“Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four chariots came out from between two 
mountains. And the mountains were mountains of bronze. The first chariot had red 
horses, the second black horses, the third white horses, and the fourth chariot dappled 
horses—all of them strong. Then I answered and said to the angel who talked with me, 
“What are these, my lord?” And the angel answered and said to me, “These are going 
out to the four winds of heaven, after presenting themselves before the Lord of all the 
earth. The chariot with the black horses goes toward the north country, the white ones 
go after them, and the dappled ones go toward the south country.” When the strong 
horses came out, they were impatient to go and patrol the earth. And he said, “Go, 
patrol the earth.” So they patrolled the earth. Then he cried to me, “Behold, those who 
go toward the north country have set my Spirit at rest in the north country.”

(Zechariah 6:1–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Then they saw a fifth angel coming in from the east. This is significant; in Jewish 
understanding, the savior will come from the east and enter the eastern gate of Jerusalem. 
Salvation is to come from the east; therefore, the angel who will mark the Israelites from 
safety comes from the east.  

This fifth angel comes with a seal. This would be most likely a signet ring with the name of 
God on it.  In Luke 15, the parable of the lost son. When the son returns home, he is given 2

royal clothes and a signet ring. This ring would be used with melted wax to stamp the 
family's name onto documents. When something is stamped, it now belongs to the ring's 
owner. The angel is coming on God’s behalf to claim these children of Israel.  

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.”

(Luke 15:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2
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Section II 144,000 
“saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the 
servants of our God on their foreheads.” And I heard the number of the sealed, 
144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:


12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 
from the tribe of Gad,

 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe 
of Manasseh,

 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of 
Issachar,

 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the 
tribe of Benjamin were sealed.”

(Revelation 7:3–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The four angels are to hold the winds of destruction back until the servants of God have 
been sealed on their foreheads.  

This is reminiscent of Ezekial chapter nine. Ezekial has a vision of the people of Israel being 
judged for their wickedness. An X was to be placed on the forehead of those who showed 
remorse for their sinfulness. This would spare them from the coming judgment of God over 
all of Israel.   

“Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it rested to 
the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed in linen, who had the 
writing case at his waist. And the LORD said to him, “Pass through the city, through 
Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all 
the abominations that are committed in it.” And to the others he said in my hearing, 
“Pass through the city after him, and strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you shall 
show no pity.”

(Ezekiel 9:3–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Scholars are debating as to what the seal will spare these Israelites from. Some argue that 
they will be spared from the destruction coming from the seventh seal. Others say this 
sealing is not for sparing them from destruction but marking them as faithful even amidst 
the tribulation.   3

Now we get to the main event. Who are these 144,000? This has puzzled Christians since 
the time of the early Church. The honest answer is that we genuinely don’t know who 
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these people are, but some clues can help us. Some idealists like R. Mounce see the 
144,000 as spiritual Israel or the Church. 

That there are 144,000 (12,000 from each tribe of Israel) is a symbolic way 
of stressing that the church is the eschatological people of God who have 
taken up Israel’s inheritance.” 4

The primary problem with this is that we will see a multitude that cannot be counted in the 
second half of chapter 7, which indicates the Gentiles who have come to Christ in faith. 
The more likely answer, according to this author, would be that these are Jews who have 
accepted Christ as the Messiah. We know that God still has a special place in His heart for 
His chosen people. See Luke 24, for example.  

“Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures 
and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

(Luke 24:44–49 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Luke records from Jesus that this outpouring of the Kingdom of God should begin here 
in Jerusalem. Then Luke records for us in the book of Acts that the great commission 
should start with Jerusalem and Judea and proceed outward into the Kingdom of God. 

“He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”

(Acts 1:7–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Finally, in John chapter 4, we see Jesus speaking to a Samaritan woman about her need 
for salvation. It starts with the understanding that salvation and the Messiah (Savior) will 
come from the Jews. This doesn’t exclude her, or us, from salvation, but that there is a 
unique role Israel plays in bringing salvation from Jesus. All of these texts point us toward 
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the understanding that Israel is unique in their role as the bringer of light into the world, and 
we should not exclude them from the Kingdom of God. 

“Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is 
coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know 
that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

(John 4:21–26 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

During the final tribulation, 144,000 Jewish Christians will be marked and saved, similar to 
Ezekiel's chapter 9. Some suppose that these are literal numbers.  This could certainly be 5

true. The next question is, what does the 144,000 stand for? 

Another viewpoint is that this number is symbolic. 12 is considered in Jewish numerology 
as the perfect number.  Twelve thousand from each tribe, and 12 tribes listed, gives us 6

144,000 and is a multiple of 12. One could theorize that the number of Israelites saved is 
the perfect amount but more or less than 144,000. Since John uses this metric in other 
places in Revelation, see Revelation 5. 

“Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,”

(Revelation 5:11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

God will save all who call upon Him, so literal or not, we can be assured that He will save 
the perfect number.  

Finally, the list of the 12 tribes is unique here in Revelation chapter seven. Two tribes are 
missing the tribes of Ephraim and Dan. The tribe of Levi is included here, where it is left out 
of other listings in the Old Testament.  
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The reason John was given these particular tribes in this order is somewhat of a mystery to 
us. Teechnaily Benjamin should have been the first listed as the eldest son, but since 
Christ is coming from Judah, he receives the opening spot.  

The reason Dan and Ephraim are missing can most likely be attributed to a story in 1 
Kings.  7

“Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. And he 
went out from there and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the 
kingdom will turn back to the house of David. If this people go up to offer sacrifices in 
the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn again to 
their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam 
king of Judah.” So the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to 
the people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” And he set one in Bethel, and the other 
he put in Dan. Then this thing became a sin, for the people went as far as Dan to be 
before one. He also made temples on high places and appointed priests from among 
all the people, who were not of the Levites. And Jeroboam appointed a feast on the 
fifteenth day of the eighth month like the feast that was in Judah, and he offered 
sacrifices on the altar. So he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he made. And 
he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made. He went up to the 
altar that he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month 
that he had devised from his own heart. And he instituted a feast for the people of 
Israel and went up to the altar to make offerings.”

(1 Kings 12:25–33 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Orignal tribes were set up for land division. (see below) Thus Levi was excluded 
because the priestly tribe had the temple of God as their inheritance. Wesley thought that 
because the time of the temple had ended, Levi was placed back with his brothers on this 
list for spiritual inheritance.  Dan and Ephraim are excluded because of their roles in 8

dividing the nation of Israel and being the locations of idolatry in the northern kingdom of 
Israel. They may be saved through Christ as all people, but their tribal notoriety has been 
tarnished due to their endorsement of spiritual idolatry.  

Finally, I want to address the 144,000 heresy from the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They believe 
this is the total number of people who will be saved, period. Christians don’t believe 
this! We believe God can and will save all who come to Christ in faith. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses ignore the second half of Chapter 7, wherein a number beyond counting is 

  https://bostonbiblegeeks.wordpress.com/2010/05/13/the-12-tribes-in-revelation-7/7
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saved. So, do not believe that God is only saving a total number of people about the size 
of Dayton, Ohio.  

 of 7 8



5.7.2023 The Apocalypse “The Sealed of Israel” Revelation 7:1-8 

Practical Application  

We should pray for our Jewish sisters and brothers and know that God still does have a 
special love for the people He has chosen to be His light in the world. They must accept 
Christ as their Messiah to be saved. 
Jesus’ wept over his people in Jerusalem. 

“And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “Would that you, 
even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes. For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set 
up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side and tear 
you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one 
stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

(Luke 19:41–44 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

He desired that his own people would know Him and understand that God had indeed 
sent the Savior they had waited upon. So pray for the Jews that their eyes would be 
opened to the fact that Jesus came to save them.  

Secondly, we know that God can save perfectly. Sometimes we wonder if God can save 
someone. The number 12 here shows us that God can and will save his people perfectly. 
Trust in Him. 
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Focus Text 
“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 
out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”


Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, 
and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 
“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.


“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple, and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor 
any scorching heat.


 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them 
to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

(Revelation 7:9–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Great Multitude 
“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying 
out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne, the elders, and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

(Revelation 7:9–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

After John sees the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish community, the vision continues to 
reveal that the Kingdom of God extends to a great multitude of nations and languages. 
John admits for the first time in this revelation that the number of people is beyond 
counting. John was witness to a call to return to Israel’s true purpose. God never intended 
for His Kingdom to be Israel only, but a Kingdom where Israel would be the light to draw all 
nations to themselves to follow the One true God. Now, John is visioning a sea of people 
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beyond what his eyes can see or count, and they comprise all the world's nations. What a 
powerful view of the salvation of Jesus for all who come to Him! 

The great crowd places salvation from death and judgment at the feet of the Father( The 
One Who Sits Upon the Throne) and the Son (The Lamb). During John’s lifetime, the 
Christians were persecuted, suffering, and being killed for their faith. John’s daily life as an 
Apostle of Christ was on the run from people who would like to end his life because of 
Jesus. This vision presents those difficult times as a forgotten memory. The Christians who 
suffered on the earth are now in God’s perfect Kingdom, proclaiming that God has saved 
them from spiritual death and judgment.  

They have been adorned in white robes, a biblical symbol of purity and holiness. They have 
been washed clean of sin and are now pure white. They also are holding palm branches, a 
sign of feasting during the festive of the Tabernacle. The palm branch was a symbol of joy 
and honor.  The great multitude is no longer suffering but joyous, celebrating the God of 1

salvation.  

“So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”

(John 12:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The four living creatures and the elders we were introduced to in chapter 4 of Revelation 
now fall in worship and give us this doxology or prayer of praise.  

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

(Revelation 7:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

They decree that everything beautiful, wise, thankful, honorable, and mighty should be 
given to God forever and ever. They are not saying these things about God in this instance. 
God has all these qualities and is the source of all good things. This prayer acknowledges 
that God is worthy of all of creation. In His goodness, He has ransomed His life in Christ to 
save all who come to Him, called the people of Israel to be His people, and has never 
given up on humanity despite our sinfulness. Because God is amazing and is willing to 
save us, we then, in return, submit all of creation back to God forever and ever—a robust 
view of God and what He rightfully should be offered for His graciousness.  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1
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Section II Suffering  
“Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, 
and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 
“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

(Revelation 7:13–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

One of the elders then asks John about who these people are. This is Greek rhetoric, 
where a question is asked of the audience that the author knows the answer to. The elder 
is asking John so that he may reveal the answer to John and the readers of this revelation. 
The answer is that the great sea of people who cannot be counted are those who have 
believed in Christ through the great tribulation.  

There are multiple views on who these people are and when they come into God’s 
Kingdom. For John and his audience, these people are suffering death at the hands of 
Rome with emperors like Nero and Dominican. For those who hold to an idealist 
perspective, they would argue that these are Christ followers from all times and places 
who have been bought by the blood of Christ and have suffered in a world that doesn’t 
accept them. Remember, we are dealing with two kingdoms, the Kingdom of God and 
Satan. When someone joins the Kingdom of God, they are rejected by the kingdom of 
Satan and are seen as an enemy. Those who view Christ collecting the Church in heaven 
before the tribulation begins would be converted to Christ after the rapture. Those who 
hold that Christ will gather the Church after the great tribulation, these people are 
Christians who have been found faithful before and during the tribulation. One thing that 
runs throughout all the viewpoints is that the Christ follower can expect to suffer for 
following Jesus and that the earthly suffering pails in compassion to serving God in His 
Kingdom/Heaven.  

Secondly, we see their sin detergent. The visual image here is shocking but powerful. The 
great multitude has been adorned with white robes making them pure and holy like God is. 
Their purity (white robes) is because they have been washed in Jesus’ blood.  Blood stains 
ruin clothes, not make them spotless. But, when the blood of Jesus is applied to this sea 
of people, they have had their sins erased completely and now are as pure as Christ. 
As Jesus said in John 14, He alone is the way into Heaven. Sin is a stain on humanity and 
mars, the image God made us. God and His Kingdom desire to correct the brokenness of 
humanity and cleanse us from our sin markings. Humans cannot do this, and truthfully in 
our brokenness, we wouldn’t want to be cured even if we could do it ourselves. God sent 
Jesus as the perfect sacrifice to atone for this sin, and through His sacrifice on the Cross, 
we can finally be healed of the sin stain on our souls. Methodism, as a Christian tribe, has 
always declared that the blood of Christ can remove the curse of sin on us. We will be 
tempted from without, but our sinful nature can be erased with Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
These Christ followers have also been cleansed by the blood of Jesus alone.  
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Section III The Healing King  
“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor 
any scorching heat.

 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them 
to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

(Revelation 7:15–17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The elder reveals to John that these saved people are servants to the King. The word here 
in Greek means more than simply service but to worship with devotion the God who has 
saved them. In the 1978 movie “Grease” Olivia Newton-John sang the song “Hopelessly 
Devoted to You.” The song was about couples devoted to love, but the premise is 
overdramatic. Sinful humans can’t be hopelessly devoted to other sinful humans. But, 
these saved Christ followers are wholly dedicated to their King and Savior. 

Salvation from the coming judgment would be enough for us to be devoted to Christ, but 
the vision paints an even more beautiful picture of the love of Jesus to His followers. In 
Exodus, we see that God guided and sheltered His people.  

“And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and 
by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from 
before the people.”

(Exodus 13:21–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Under the protection of God, they were saved from the scorching sun. This glory belongs 
to the Father. Then the elder shows us how Christ is their shepherd, guiding them to 
springs of living water and wiping away every tear from their eyes. See below how these 
images have been used before.  

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.

 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”

(Psalm 23:1–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well 

 of 4 5

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._7:15
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Ex._13:21
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Psa._23:1


5.14.2023 The Apocalypse “Uncountable” Revelation 7:9-17 

is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus 
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

(John 4:10–15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other 
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because 
I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again. This charge I have received from my Father.”

(John 10:14–18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John is reminded of David’s psalm, wherein God is the Good Shepherd and leads His 
people into the green pastures and still waters. John has heard Jesus declare that He 
alone is living water and will offer ongoing sustenance. Jesus, in John chapter 10, refers to 
Himself as the Good Shepherd who will care for all who call upon His name. Finally, Jesus 
will wipe away the tears of grief and suffering from His servants. While they endured on 
earth, they did come from the great tribulation, and many tears were shed, but now they 
don’t need to cry any longer because they serve a gracious and loving King who tends to 
their every need.  

Practical Application  

This answers a powerful question, “What kind of God do we serve?” After all, Jesus 
expects us to call Him Savior and Lord. We are going into God’s Kingdom to live and serve 
under Him. Is He a cruel tyrant who rules with an iron fist? Is He a power-hungry madman 
with dreams of conquest? NO! He is a loving and kind King who has shed His own blood 
so that any who comes to HIm from any place can be sheltered under Him. He gives us 
living water so that we are never thirsty again. He leads us to peaceful pastures of rest 
where we will know only peace and joy. He sees the pain we have been through and the 
scars we have, wiping away our tears. The God we serve is a loving King who cares 
deeply for us as His people. He truly is worthy of our praise and our lives. Amen. 
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Focus Text 
“Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.

The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire mixed with blood, and 
these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third 
of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with 
fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. A third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, 
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the 
water, because it had been made bitter.

The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a 
third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.”

(Revelation 8:6–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I Information 
Now we will begin to investigate the seven trumpets. These will stand against the 
backdrop of the exodus of Egypt . God freed His people from their slavery. So, in the book 1

of Exodus in the Old Testament, God calls Moses to set God’s people free from slavery 
from the Egyptians. This liberation is one of the central themes of Israel and the Jewish 
people even to this day. The paramount celebration is the Passover, where the final plague 
of the death of the firstborn is remembered.  

The leading group of Christians we have seen in heaven thus far are the Martyrs. They 
have come out of great suffering on the earth. One way to look at these seven trumpets is 
through the lens of liberation. God permanently judges the world for their wickedness 
against His Kingdom and His people.  

One thing to note here is that the trumpets will be brought in the same way the seven 
seals were opening, four, two, and one. This is a literary idiom to build suspense.   2

Also, as we begin this section, please remember the differing views. A preterist reading of 
this would be reminded of the Maccabean wars. It was a brutal and bloody time in the life 
of Jerusalem, and John, as a Jew, would have seen these wars playing out. An Idealist 
reads these accounts as God’s ongoing spiritual war with Satan. Finally, dispensationalism 
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2012), 210.
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argues that these are all future events that will take place. Some will say these are all literal, 
and others in progressive dispensationalism will note that some events have passed, and 
some are coming.  3

Finally, in this update, remember that this is written in an over-the-top manner to call 
Christians to urgency! 

Section II The First Trumpet  
“The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, 
and these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a 
third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.”

(Revelation 8:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The first trumpet mimics the seventh plague in Egypt.  

“Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD sent thunder and 
hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 
There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such 
as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. The hail struck 
down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And 
the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. Only in 
the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.

Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have 
sinned; the LORD is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong.”

(Exodus 9:23–27 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

As we can see in Egypt, a great storm rains down upon Egypt with fire and flashing and a 
great volume of hail. Fire from heaven can sometimes be interpreted as lighting. What is 
described in this plague is a giant storm that is rolling into Egypt, causing great 
destruction. As we see from the prophet Joel, the sky will turn dark or blood red on the 
coming day of the Lord.  

“The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the LORD comes.”

(Joel 2:31 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus Himself prepares His people that the day of the Lord will be shown with signs in the 
sky.  

 Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 3

Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998).
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“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting 
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken.”

(Luke 21:25–26 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

R. Mounce indicates that the hail mixed with blood is a metaphor for a blood-red sky.  We 4

have a saying, “Red sky at night sailors delight, red sky by morning sailors take warning.” 
The first angel is bringing about a great storm over the world. We must understand that it 
will have massive destructive force by a third of everything on the ground. 

Section III The Second Trumpet  
“The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with 
fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. A third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.”

(Revelation 8:8–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The second trumpet unleashed what appeared to be a volcano in the ocean. This 
corresponds with the first plague in Egypt. 

“Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the 
sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the 
water in the Nile turned into blood. And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank so 
that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all 
the land of Egypt.”

(Exodus 7:20–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Here we see that the seas are rendered useless. One modern example was when an 
ocean liner was stuck in the Suez Canal in Egypt. One news outlet said it was causing 10 
billion in lost revenue a day. Like in ancient days, water was vital to life between fishing, 
trade, and travel. This plague for Egypt takes the fishing and trade life away from the 
world. 

Another way to see this plague is from the Macabean wars. John may be envisioning these 
major destructive battles. Jewish Historian Josephus records that during the battles' 
heights, bodies were floating in every coastal place, and the water was the color of blood.   5
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Plague one seemed to indicate a significant storm; plague two seemed to indicate a 
volcanic eruption. Leading us to the third trumpet. 

Section IV The Third Trumpet  
“The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, 
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the 
water, because it had been made bitter.”

(Revelation 8:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The second and third plagues both refer back to the first Egyptian plague. Here we see a 
great star from Heaven falling like a torch, and it falls on a third of the rivers and springs of 
water.  

Some commentators believe that this was a meteor or missile that landed in the waters 
and made them radioactive.  Others seem to hold that fire from Heaven is a metaphor for 6

God’s visitation.  It is clear that fresh water is also needed for fishing and drinking and has 7

become undrinkable. He sees this prophetic claim from Jeremiah about false prophets 
who spread ungodly teaching.  

“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets: “Behold, I will feed 
them with bitter food and give them poisoned water to drink, for from the prophets of 
Jerusalem ungodliness has gone out into all the land.”

(Jeremiah 23:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Wormwood is a plant with a bitter taste. The water becoming too bitter to drink reflects the 
first Egyptian plague rendering it useless for consumption.  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 6
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Section V The Fourth Trumpet 
“The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a 
third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.”

(Revelation 8:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This fourth trumpet corresponds to the ninth plague in Egypt. 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may 
be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 
They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all 
the people of Israel had light where they lived.”

(Exodus 10:21–23 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This fourth plague is one of darkness over the land. Jesus echos Isaiah here that the 
darkness would be over the land after the beginning of the tribulation. 

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light,”

(Mark 13:24 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The sun, moon, and stars are called the heavenly luminaries that give their light to the 
world. By which we can see and work. These darkening days let the reader know we are 
in the day of the Lord. See here from the prophet Joel. 

“a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness, 
there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people;”

(Joel 2:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This fourth trumpet sets a somber tone about the state of the world. Darkness is associated with 
sin, Satan, and evil.  It is a sad and bemoaning thing to be cast out into the darkness. God is not 8

totally absent in this world, for the light still remains, but its time of shining is decreasing. A sign that 
we are at the end of the day.  

In Egypt, the symbolism is that they are trapped while those who worship God can still see. 

This image is saddening because it has a mental picture of the sinful earth as a candle whose 
flame is beginning to go out. 

No one can say what these plagues are for sure, but the scene they create is that God is judging 
the world for her sin, and the results are server because our sin is server. 
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Practical Application  
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

(Luke 4:18–19 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus cites Isaiah 61 and gives His mission to the world. More so, He is showing us that 
the heart of God is just and right. Whenever we see injustices that occur, school shootings, 
mass abortions, racism, addiction, and inequality, these evils in the world make us angry 
because they should not be.  

The role of Jesus is twofold. His first appearance was for His grace, to help us be freed 
from sin and evil. We should be fired up to share with others that they can be forgiven for 
their evil and unjust actions. This, however, is only half of the messianic promise. The 
second part of the messianic promise is liberation from injustice. Jesus is bringing about 
His Kingdom on earth, the Church. Just as God rescued His people from the injustice of 
Egypt in slavery, God’s final vision of the world will be one where injustice and evil don’t 
exist because they will be judged.  

Understandably, seeing calamity and judgment in the form of these trumpeters seems cold 
and insensitive, yet the reason is apparent. Just as God rescued his people from the 
Egyptians and gave them freedom, He will rid the world of sin, evil, and Satan and save His 
people from their plights. The hope of Christ's return is knowing that the injustices and 
wickedness we see in the world and their causation to Satan will be dealt with permanently 
are our final hope.  
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Focus Text 
“Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.

The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire mixed with blood, and 
these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third 
of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with 
fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. A third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, 
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the 
water, because it had been made bitter.

The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a 
third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.”

(Revelation 8:6–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I Information 
Now we will begin to investigate the seven trumpets. These will stand against the 
backdrop of the exodus of Egypt . God freed His people from their slavery. So, in the book 1

of Exodus in the Old Testament, God calls Moses to set God’s people free from slavery 
from the Egyptians. This liberation is one of the central themes of Israel and the Jewish 
people even to this day. The paramount celebration is the Passover, where the final plague 
of the death of the firstborn is remembered.  

The leading group of Christians we have seen in heaven thus far are the Martyrs. They 
have come out of great suffering on the earth. One way to look at these seven trumpets is 
through the lens of liberation. God permanently judges the world for their wickedness 
against His Kingdom and His people.  

One thing to note here is that the trumpets will be brought in the same way the seven 
seals were opening, four, two, and one. This is a literary idiom to build suspense.   2

Also, as we begin this section, please remember the differing views. A preterist reading of 
this would be reminded of the Maccabean wars. It was a brutal and bloody time in the life 
of Jerusalem, and John, as a Jew, would have seen these wars playing out. An Idealist 
reads these accounts as God’s ongoing spiritual war with Satan. Finally, dispensationalism 
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argues that these are all future events that will take place. Some will say these are all literal, 
and others in progressive dispensationalism will note that some events have passed, and 
some are coming.  3

Finally, in this update, remember that this is written in an over-the-top manner to call 
Christians to urgency! 

Section II The First Trumpet  
“The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, 
and these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a 
third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.”

(Revelation 8:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The first trumpet mimics the seventh plague in Egypt.  

“Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD sent thunder and 
hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 
There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such 
as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. The hail struck 
down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And 
the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. Only in 
the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.

Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have 
sinned; the LORD is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong.”

(Exodus 9:23–27 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

As we can see in Egypt, a great storm rains down upon Egypt with fire and flashing and a 
great volume of hail. Fire from heaven can sometimes be interpreted as lighting. What is 
described in this plague is a giant storm that is rolling into Egypt, causing great 
destruction. As we see from the prophet Joel, the sky will turn dark or blood red on the 
coming day of the Lord.  

“The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the LORD comes.”

(Joel 2:31 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus Himself prepares His people that the day of the Lord will be shown with signs in the 
sky.  

 Kenneth L. Gentry et al., Four Views on the Book of Revelation, ed. C. Marvin Pate, 3

Counterpoints. Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998).

 of 2 6

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._8:7
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Ex._9:23
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Joel_2:31
https://accordance.bible/link/read/Views-Revelation#1023


5.28.2023 The Apocalypse “The Trumpets” Revelation 8:6-12

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting 
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken.”

(Luke 21:25–26 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

R. Mounce indicates that the hail mixed with blood is a metaphor for a blood-red sky.  We 4

have a saying, “Red sky at night sailors delight, red sky by morning sailors take warning.” 
The first angel is bringing about a great storm over the world. We must understand that it 
will have massive destructive force by a third of everything on the ground. 

Section III The Second Trumpet  
“The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with 
fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. A third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.”

(Revelation 8:8–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The second trumpet unleashed what appeared to be a volcano in the ocean. This 
corresponds with the first plague in Egypt. 

“Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the 
sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the 
water in the Nile turned into blood. And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank so 
that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all 
the land of Egypt.”

(Exodus 7:20–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Here we see that the seas are rendered useless. One modern example was when an 
ocean liner was stuck in the Suez Canal in Egypt. One news outlet said it was causing 10 
billion in lost revenue a day. Like in ancient days, water was vital to life between fishing, 
trade, and travel. This plague for Egypt takes the fishing and trade life away from the 
world. 

Another way to see this plague is from the Macabean wars. John may be envisioning these 
major destructive battles. Jewish Historian Josephus records that during the battles' 
heights, bodies were floating in every coastal place, and the water was the color of blood.   5
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Plague one seemed to indicate a significant storm; plague two seemed to indicate a 
volcanic eruption. Leading us to the third trumpet. 

Section IV The Third Trumpet  
“The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, 
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the 
water, because it had been made bitter.”

(Revelation 8:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The second and third plagues both refer back to the first Egyptian plague. Here we see a 
great star from Heaven falling like a torch, and it falls on a third of the rivers and springs of 
water.  

Some commentators believe that this was a meteor or missile that landed in the waters 
and made them radioactive.  Others seem to hold that fire from Heaven is a metaphor for 6

God’s visitation.  It is clear that fresh water is also needed for fishing and drinking and has 7

become undrinkable. He sees this prophetic claim from Jeremiah about false prophets 
who spread ungodly teaching.  

“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets: “Behold, I will feed 
them with bitter food and give them poisoned water to drink, for from the prophets of 
Jerusalem ungodliness has gone out into all the land.”

(Jeremiah 23:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Wormwood is a plant with a bitter taste. The water becoming too bitter to drink reflects the 
first Egyptian plague rendering it useless for consumption.  
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Section V The Fourth Trumpet 
“The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a 
third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.”

(Revelation 8:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This fourth trumpet corresponds to the ninth plague in Egypt. 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may 
be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 
They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all 
the people of Israel had light where they lived.”

(Exodus 10:21–23 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This fourth plague is one of darkness over the land. Jesus echos Isaiah here that the 
darkness would be over the land after the beginning of the tribulation. 

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light,”

(Mark 13:24 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The sun, moon, and stars are called the heavenly luminaries that give their light to the 
world. By which we can see and work. These darkening days let the reader know we are 
in the day of the Lord. See here from the prophet Joel. 

“a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness, 
there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people;”

(Joel 2:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This fourth trumpet sets a somber tone about the state of the world. Darkness is associated with 
sin, Satan, and evil.  It is a sad and bemoaning thing to be cast out into the darkness. God is not 8

totally absent in this world, for the light still remains, but its time of shining is decreasing. A sign that 
we are at the end of the day.  

In Egypt, the symbolism is that they are trapped while those who worship God can still see. 

This image is saddening because it has a mental picture of the sinful earth as a candle whose 
flame is beginning to go out. 

No one can say what these plagues are for sure, but the scene they create is that God is judging 
the world for her sin, and the results are server because our sin is server. 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 8

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 181-182.
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5.28.2023 The Apocalypse “The Trumpets” Revelation 8:6-12

Practical Application  
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

(Luke 4:18–19 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus cites Isaiah 61 and gives His mission to the world. More so, He is showing us that 
the heart of God is just and right. Whenever we see injustices that occur, school shootings, 
mass abortions, racism, addiction, and inequality, these evils in the world make us angry 
because they should not be.  

The role of Jesus is twofold. His first appearance was for His grace, to help us be freed 
from sin and evil. We should be fired up to share with others that they can be forgiven for 
their evil and unjust actions. This, however, is only half of the messianic promise. The 
second part of the messianic promise is liberation from injustice. Jesus is bringing about 
His Kingdom on earth, the Church. Just as God rescued His people from the injustice of 
Egypt in slavery, God’s final vision of the world will be one where injustice and evil don’t 
exist because they will be judged.  

Understandably, seeing calamity and judgment in the form of these trumpeters seems cold 
and insensitive, yet the reason is apparent. Just as God rescued his people from the 
Egyptians and gave them freedom, He will rid the world of sin, evil, and Satan and save His 
people from their plights. The hope of Christ's return is knowing that the injustices and 
wickedness we see in the world and their causation to Satan will be dealt with permanently 
are our final hope.  
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6.11.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Woe” Revelation 8:13-9:12 

Focus Text 
“Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly 
overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other 
trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!”

And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and 
he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. He opened the shaft of the 
bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and 
the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. Then from the smoke 
came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of 
the earth. They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any 
tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. They 
were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment 
was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. And in those days people 
will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.

In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were 
what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like 
women’s hair, and their teeth like lions’ teeth; they had breastplates like breastplates of 
iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses 
rushing into battle. They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt 
people for five months is in their tails. They have as king over them the angel of the 
bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.

The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.”

(Revelation 8:13–9:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The First Woe 
“Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly 
overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other 
trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!”

(Revelation 8:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

As we enter the apocalypse, we have opened the seventh seal. We have been introduced 
to the first four trumpeters who brought about plagues like those in Egypt during the great 
exodus of God’s people. In chapter eight, we see the first of three periods of “Woe’s” times 
of great pain and lament. To start this, we see a bird of prey coming to announce this time. 
The NIV and ESV choose to translate the word to “eagle.” This word could also mean 
“vulture.” 
Given that the eagle symbolizes grace, strength, and swiftness, this could be a nod to the 
swiftness and severity of God’s judgment on humanity. The vulture would be better 
imagery. The vulture symbolizes darkness and sorrow.  
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6.11.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Woe” Revelation 8:13-9:12 

This bird of prey announces the “woe” three times, both for effect and because there are 
three periods of woeful mourning coming to the earth in this vision.  1

Section II The 5th Trumpet 
“And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and 
he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. He opened the shaft of the 
bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and 
the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft.”

(Revelation 9:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The fifth trumpeter begins this woe, and John sees a star falling from heaven. One ancient 
way of viewing stars is as spiritual beings.  See the Old Testament examples below.  2

“From heaven the stars fought; from their courses, they fought against Sisera.”

(Judges 5:20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”

(Job 38:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

In these writings, stars are given human actions. Some ancient near east religions 
worshipped the stars as deities. In this case, the falling star is best interpreted as an angel. 
Some scholars hold the view that the symbology of the star falling refers to a demon, 
Satan, most likely.  Others maintain that, like the other angels here in Revelation, this angel 3

is sent to accomplish a divine task that includes judgment on the earth.  This angel or 4

demon has been given a key to open up a bottomless pit. The word here means “abyss.” 
We could interpret this as hell, the place of final judgment. However, this word is unique 
and isn’t used about hell anywhere else in the New Testament. The best would be to say 
this is a pit. What comes out of the pit is destructive. First, the pit behaves like an 
awakening volcano. 
The thick black smoke darkens the sun and fills the air with what would appear to be soot. 
In an article from The New York Times, Rome and Egypt would have been impacted by a 
giant volcanic eruption around 32 ad. in the remote Aleutian Islands. These islands are off 
the Alaskan peninsula and are over 6,000 miles away. The cloud cover was so thick that it 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 183.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 185.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 3

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 215.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 185.
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6.11.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Woe” Revelation 8:13-9:12 

impacted weather patterns; Rome and Egypt had colder-than-average weather, and the 
Nile flooded to record heights.  Returning to the plagues of Egpyt, we see the sky 5

darkened.  

Section III The Coming Pain 
“Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the 
power of scorpions of the earth. They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or 
any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads. They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill 
them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 
And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but 
death will flee from them.”

(Revelation 9:3–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Out of the darkness, we see a horde of locusts preparing for battle. This is reminiscent of 
the eighth plague on Egypt. 

“Let my people go, that they may serve me. For if you refuse to let my people go, 
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country, and they shall cover the face of 
the land, so that no one can see the land.”

(Exodus 10:3–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The locust's number shows the scope of the army. The effect of these demonic creatures 
is like those of scorpions. We will see their influence in the next section. 

During the eighth plague in Egypt, the promise was to the pharaoh that they would finish 
eating the crops that the hail didn’t destroy. However, this promise is directed toward 
humanity. Specifically those not marked by God. Those outside of Christ must now be 
ready to make war with God.  This time frame is reminiscent of the Book of Job.  6

In Job, Satan is allowed to punish Job through external means. 

“And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him 
do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.”

(Job 1:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/22/science/rome-caesar-volcano.html?smid=url-share5

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 6

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 187.
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6.11.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Woe” Revelation 8:13-9:12 

Satan was not allowed to hurt Job physically. After Job lost all his children and 
possessions and did not renounce God, Satan argued that there should be a second trial 
over Job’s body.  

“But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to 
your face.” And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his 
life.”

(Job 2:5–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

These stories are not identical. Job is being tested for his faithfulness evening during 
persecution. In Revelation 9, God’s war against Satan and evil has turned the corner from 
everything surrounding humanity to humanity itself.  

What happens in Job, however, is the same. Job wishes for death, but it doesn’t come. 
The same is said of the fifth plague.  

“so a man lies down and rises not again; till the heavens are no more he will not awake 
or be roused out of his sleep.

 Oh that you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath be 
past, that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me!

 If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my service I would wait, till my 
renewal should come.”

(Job 14:12–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The five months are peculiar indeed. In Hebrew numerology, the number five represents 
humanity. Given that this is the first plague against humans, the five months could be a 
literal number or a sign of whom this fight is against.   7

Amidst the dark smoke and the demons coming to war against sin and sinful humanity is 
the bright light of the gospel. Those who have been sealed on their forehead shall not be 
involved in this plague. The implication is that this war isn’t with God’s people but those 
who have denied Him. God can and will save anyone who comes to Him in faith.  

“There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, 
"Thy will be done," and those to whom God says, in the end, "Thy will 
be done." All that are in Hell choose it. Without that self-choice, there 
could be no Hell. No soul that seriously and constantly desires joy will 
ever miss it. Those who seek find. Those who knock, it is opened.” 
8

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 7

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 218-219.

 C.S. Lewis “The Great Divorce” 8
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6.11.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Woe” Revelation 8:13-9:12 

The Day of the Lord is a dark day, but anyone who falls on Christ can be excluded from 
this losing battle. 

Section IV The Locusts  
“In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were 
what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like 
women’s hair, and their teeth like lions’ teeth; they had breastplates like breastplates of 
iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses 
rushing into battle. They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt 
people for five months is in their tails. They have as king over them the angel of the 
bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.

The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.”

(Revelation 9:7–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

We see again that the locusts were like horses preparing for battle. John may be leaning 
on the visions of the last days from the prophet Joel who pictures the invading armies of 
lotus-like horses. 

“Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; like war horses, they run.

 As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the 
crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like a mighty army drawn up for 
battle.”

(Joel 2:4–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The imagery here outside of the horses is unique to John’s revelation. The demonic 
creatures hold crowns on their heads, human faces, long flowing hairs, lion’s teeth, 
breastplates of iron, wings, and who could forget the tails of scorpions? The image of 
these creatures is not clear other than being the stuff of nightmares. Something that 
declares victory with a crown can fly, can sting, and can bite, but yet looks strangely like a 
human with a lady’s fine hair? These creatures bring a sense of fear and trembling to the 
reader.   9

Finally, we see their leader, an angel over the bottomless pit who holds the name 
“Abaddon” in Hebrew and “Apollyon” in Greek. This creature could be thought of as Satan. 
Most scholars, however, assign this angel to the meaning of its name, “the destroyer.”  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 9

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 220.
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6.11.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Woe” Revelation 8:13-9:12 

weddThe purpose of this plague is aimed at humanity, and the leader is simply a nod to 
the reality that the world of sin is being destroyed.  10

Practical Application 
“Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes’?

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

(Matthew 21:42–44 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

It may be hard to believe, but Jesus doesn’t mince words with the Pharisees about God’s 
Kingdom. Anyone who humbly repents their sins and falls on Christ will be forgiven. 
Anyone who, in their pride, would instead try to fight God will be crushed.  

Human beings are both beautiful and ugly. We contain traces of good and evil. And we 
know that all of us have offended God and hurt our neighbors in major and minor ways. 
The light of hope found throughout the tribulation is that God is always looking for those 
who will repent in humility and turn to Christ for saving. 

We live in a time where self-affirmation is in the highest order. “You do You” and “You Only 
Live Once” are constantly heard monikers. At the same time, I believe that all people can 
reflect the goodness of God as those who are made in His image. We can also display our 
sinful prowess as those who love to rebel against Him. If you only ever hear that you are 
unique and perfect just the way you are, then you do not need repentance and a savior. 
The imagery here in Revelation shows us that God will judge sin and rebellion harshly. A 
part of the good news of Jesus is that we are indeed sinners who need saving. Jesus 
saves all who call upon Him and crush all who oppose.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The 10

New American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 2012), 221.

 of 6 6

https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170998
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#170998
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Matt._21:42


6.18.2023 Father’s Day The Apocalypse “The 6th Angel” Revelation 9:13-21

Focus Text 
“Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” So the four angels, who had 
been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a 
third of mankind. The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten 
thousand; I heard their number. And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those 
who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, 
and the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came 
out of their mouths. By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire 
and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in 
their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means 
of them they wound.

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze 
and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”

(Revelation 9:13–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Four Angels of the Euphrates 
“Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” So the four angels, who had 
been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a 
third of mankind.”

(Revelation 9:13–15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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6.18.2023 Father’s Day The Apocalypse “The 6th Angel” Revelation 9:13-21

As we continue the seven trumpets, the second time of woe has more destruction than 
the first. Four angels are released who have been bound at the Euphrates River. We are 
unsure about the identity of these four angels. Some scholars argue they are demons. 
Others argue that these are the four angels who stretched out the corners of the earth. 
What is known is that after being released, a third of humanity will be killed. This could be a 
divine attack from the angels themselves, or it may be a nod to Eastern countries that 
pose a threat to Rome. Dr. Robert Mullholland argues that Rome has been paranoid about 
eastern kingdoms such as the Parthians, who challenge the Eastern border of the Roman 
empire.  The only doubt that can arise regarding this being a human threat is that 1

understanding of one-third of humanity is killed. This seems to be greater than a first-
century army could accomplish. However, as with other occurrences in John’s revelation 
using large numbers, this one-third figure could be a placeholder for many casualties. 

Section II The Army from the East.  
“The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard 
their number. And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: 
they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of 
the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their 
mouths. By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke 
and sulfur coming out of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their mouths 
and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they 
wound.”

(Revelation 9:16–19 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

So, we now have an army that is larger than anything that has ever been seen in John’s 
lifetime. The number here is two million troops. It would be a safe assumption to say this is 
an uncountable army.  

John describes the army with some fantastical and unique characters that are haunting. 
The breastplates of the riders are the color of fire, or according to the New King James 
Version, they are fire. In Greek, this would be an acceptable translation. They are credited 
to the notion that these riders are demonic. One must note whether this arny is human, 
angelic, or demonic, it is being allowed to enact this judgment by God. The army is seen 
riding on these lion, horse, snake, and dragon hybrids. The beasts are war machines with 
the sole purpose of conquest. John sees the fire, smoke, and sulfur as three distinct 
plagues, which then, in turn, kill a third of humanity. The denotation of a third indicates a 
lofty punishment but still a minority. We must know that God is merciful, and throughout 
the judgment, God is offering forgiveness to those who come to Him in humility through 
Jesus Christ. Finally, the beasts are exposed as the bringers of destruction. The fire they 
spew from their mouths and their snake tails which poison, bring death to those who 

  M. Robert Mulholland, Jr., Revelation (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, 1990),197.1
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6.18.2023 Father’s Day The Apocalypse “The 6th Angel” Revelation 9:13-21

encounter them. The vision here is primarily unique to John. However, there is a parallel in 
the destruction of Sodom and Gamora.  2

“Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of 
heaven.”

(Genesis 19:24 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

 Interpreting John’s vision of something he can’t see would be intriguing. Some have 
proposed that this could be modern tanks with firey rounds and gun turrets laying down 
ammunition rapidly. If you chose this interpretation, your thought must be that this is a 
human military. The other way to see this is a divine attack, which is my view. These 
creatures are from a divine judgment similar to the locusts in Revelation Chapter 7. 



Section III Hard Hearts 
“The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze 
and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”

(Revelation 9:20–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 197.
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6.18.2023 Father’s Day The Apocalypse “The 6th Angel” Revelation 9:13-21

The coming army allowed by God is jolting. It would be tempting to think that humanity 
has been short-changed and is undeserving of this onslaught. But John reveals that 
people remain unphased and unrepentant even amongst the divine show of force. Paige 
Patterson gives a robust response to this. 

“The anticipated response to such a holocaust as the one envisioned with the sounding of 
trumpets by both the fifth and the sixth angels would be a massive turn to God by all of 
humanity. Quite the opposite happens. The rest of mankind who managed to survive these 
plagues, according to John, did not repent of the works of their hands or of their worship 
of the demonic or of their materialism or of their idolatry of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and 
wood—even though these idols not only possessed no divine characteristics but were 
lacking even human abilities to hear and to walk.”  3

Similar to the Pharoah in Exodus, who, despite Moses’ visits and plagues across Egypt, 
yet his heart more hardened.  

“So Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD 
had said”

(Exodus 7:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart and would not 
listen to them, as the LORD had said.”

(Exodus 8:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the LORD did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, 
from his servants, and from his people; not one remained. But Pharaoh hardened his 
heart this time also, and did not let the people go.”

(Exodus 8:31–32 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the next day the LORD did this thing. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but 
not one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not 
one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he 
did not let the people go.”

(Exodus 9:6–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils 
came upon the magicians and upon all the Egyptians. But the LORD hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had spoken to Moses.”

(Exodus 9:11–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 3

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 226.
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6.18.2023 Father’s Day The Apocalypse “The 6th Angel” Revelation 9:13-21

“But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he 
sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. So the heart of Pharaoh 
was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken 
through Moses.”

(Exodus 9:34–35 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the LORD turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts 
and drove them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of 
Egypt. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel 
go.”

(Exodus 10:19–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go.”

(Exodus 10:27 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Despite Egypt's suffering from Pharoah’s pride, he would not consider another course of 
action. God had foreseen that Pharoah would be hard-hearted and unwilling to free the 
captives of Israel. This refusal to repent of sin and allow Jesus to be the Lord and Savior 
seems to be astonishing. Yet, in John’s vision, some people continue down the path of sin, 
and nothing seems to deter them from that path. 

Practical Application  
“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul,”

(Deuteronomy 10:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.”

(Proverbs 1:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden 
that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before 
men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies 
me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”

(Matthew 10:26–33 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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6.18.2023 Father’s Day The Apocalypse “The 6th Angel” Revelation 9:13-21

This 6th trumpet is mocking the Romans for their fear of armies from the East. They 
worried about human armies who could steal a part of their mighty empire. In John's time, 
no one could have expected a two-million-strong divine or demonic army that spews fire 
and strikes with poison.  

We must have proper order in our lives. We should have reverence first for God in all things 
and not care as much about the opinions of others. Sometimes we fear judgment from 
people, so we offend God. Jesus clarifies that our first thought should be, “What does God 
want me to do?” How often in your life do you worry about offending God? Do you care 
more about what God desires than what others think of you? The challenge this week is to 
strive to please God first! Then, we can love our neighbors. Amen.
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6.25.2023 The Apocalypse “The Little Scroll” Revelation 10:1-11

“Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with 
a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 
He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left 
foot on the land, and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called 
out, the seven thunders sounded. And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was 
about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said, and do not write it down.” And the angel whom I saw standing on 
the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives 
forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and 
the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, but that in the days of the 
trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, 
just as he announced to his servants the prophets.

Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the 
scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 
So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take 
and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 
And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey 
in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. And I was told, 
“You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”

(Revelation 10:1–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Mighty Angel 
“Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with 
a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 
He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left 
foot on the land, and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called 
out, the seven thunders sounded. And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was 
about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said, and do not write it down.”

(Revelation 10:1–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John sees a giant angel coming down from heaven. There is much speculation over the 
identity of this angel. This angel is massive, having one foot on sea and land. This angel 
has a face that shines like the sun, so John cannot look at its face. It’s wrapped in a cloud. 
In Psalm 104, the Psalmist describes God coming in a cloud-like chariot.  

“He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; he makes the clouds his chariot; he 
rides on the wings of the wind;”

(Psalm 104:3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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6.25.2023 The Apocalypse “The Little Scroll” Revelation 10:1-11

A rainbow over his head, similar to the description of God in chapter 4. he has a voice 
roaring like a lion. This could be a reference to the Lion of Judah. His legs are like pillars of 
fire; as Exodus shows, God’s presence in a pillar of fire moved the Tabernacle by day and 
projected His people by night.  

“And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and 
by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from 
before the people.”

(Exodus 13:21–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Long story short, this angelic being could rightfully be seen as non-other than Christ 
Himself. Or, this could be an archangel high even among the angelic order. Why the doubt 
in Christ? Because the revelation aims to bring glory to the Trinity, in this instance, it 
wouldn’t make sense not to give Christ the glory if this were Him. While this angel is 
impressive by all rights, my thought is based on another impressive archangel sent to 
deliver a message.  

Now we must ask who are these seven thunders and what still needs to be written down. 
In the New American Commentary, Paige Patterson takes the most standard approach. 
God is sovereign, and we aren’t privy to all parts of this revelation. God is beyond 
humanity, and there are things we cannot understand and should not have access to.  1

Robert Mounce, in his commentary, has a unique perspective on this. He believes that this 
is another set of judgments to be executed. However, the Lord has revealed at this time to 
conclude the tribulation and not prolong it. Mounces argument revolves around the oath 
that there will be no more delay. God is proceeding with the final judgment.  Dr. Robert 2

Mulholland Jr. records that the seven thunders are the perfect word of God. Thunder is 
one of the allegories that describes God’s voice, and seven is the perfect number. He also 
argues that a part of God’s commands cannot be known at this time and will be revealed 
later.  The practical side of this command realizes that God is not obligated to share all 3

things with us as His creation. We are not an all-knowing species, and God is beyond us in 
every given way. Sometimes God’s plans will not be fully known to us because we are 
creatures, and He alone is the sovereign creator.  

 Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 231.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 204.

    M. Robert Mulholland, Jr., Revelation (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, 1990),200.3 3
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6.25.2023 The Apocalypse “The Little Scroll” Revelation 10:1-11

Section II The Oath 
“And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand 
to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what 
is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no 
more delay, but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh 
angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the 
prophets.”

(Revelation 10:5–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Now we see the angel, an unbelievably unstoppable force, yield their power to one who is 
even more significant, God almighty. He swore an oath to no longer delay and fulfill the 
mystery of God as it was announced to the prophets. 

The backdrop of this text is Daniel 12 

“And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he 
raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives 
forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering 
of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished.”

(Daniel 12:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Just a note Mouce points out yet another reference here to the Alpha and Omega God 
who is, and was, and is to come—reminding the reader again that God is all-powerful.   4

The fact that the angel is pledging to God as a subordinate promotes a strong argument 
that this being is not the Lamb of God. This angel is offering complete allegiance and 
submission to God alone. The oath, then, is that the time of waiting is over and that it is 
time for the mystery to be fulfilled.  

In Revelation chapter 6, we see the martyrs under the altar of God, and they are told to 
wait a while longer. The waiting is complete, and the forces of sin and those who do evil 
without repentance will be judged for their rebellion.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 206.
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Leading us to the mystery of God fulfilled. Paige Patterson points out that one of the 
critical themes in prophetic works is the coming Day of the Lord. Below are some 
references he gives.   5

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I will send a famine on 
the land— not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the 
LORD.”

(Amos 8:11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, and as destruction from the 
Almighty it comes.”

(Joel 1:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of 
the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near,

 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness 
there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their like has never 
been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations.


Fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the garden 
of Eden before them, but behind them a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes 
them.


Their appearance is like the appearance of horses, and like war horses they run.

 As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the 
crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like a powerful army drawn up for 
battle.”

(Joel 2:1–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the 
hills; and all the nations shall flow to it,

 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we 
may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem.

 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.”


  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 5

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 233.
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6.25.2023 The Apocalypse “The Little Scroll” Revelation 10:1-11

(Isaiah 2:2–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The mystery here is not the knowledge of a day of judgment but rather the time when that 
judgment would arise. As we revisit chapter six, the Lord reminds the martyrs that when 
the last one is killed, then the judgment will commence.  

Section III The Bitter Scroll 
“Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the 
scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 
So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take 
and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 
And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey 
in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. And I was told, 
“You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”

(Revelation 10:8–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John is now summoned to engage with this vision. He’s not a bystander but an active 
participant in the message God is giving. He is told to take and eat the angel's scroll, 
which will be sweet on his lips but bitter in the stomach. This is directly tied to the 
prophetic call of Ezekiel, as seen below. Both prophets were given the Word of the Lord 
and were meant to internalize the message.  

“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious 
house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” And when I looked, behold, a hand 
was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. And he spread it 
before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it 
words of lamentation and mourning and woe.

And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and go, 
speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. 
And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill 
your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.”

(Ezekiel 2:8–3:3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

However, John’s revelation is the opposite of Ezekiel's in various ways. Ezekiel is writing 
during a tragic time in the life of Israel known as the Babylonian exile. Ezekiel reveals why 
the people of God were taken out of their homeland and away from their temple. It is 
primarily a judgment of the evil and idolatry of the Israelites. However, like every prophet, 
Ezekiel does have a time of restoration. 
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“For on my holy mountain, the mountain height of Israel, declares the Lord GOD, there 
all the house of Israel, all of them, shall serve me in the land. There I will accept them, 
and there I will require your contributions and the choicest of your gifts, with all your 
sacred offerings. As a pleasing aroma I will accept you, when I bring you out from the 
peoples and gather you out of the countries where you have been scattered. And I will 
manifest my holiness among you in the sight of the nations. And you shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I bring you into the land of Israel, the country that I swore to give 
to your fathers. And there you shall remember your ways and all your deeds with which 
you have defiled yourselves, and you shall loathe yourselves for all the evils that you 
have committed. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I deal with you for my 
name’s sake, not according to your evil ways, nor according to your corrupt deeds, O 
house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD.”

(Ezekiel 20:40–44 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Yet John’s call is a bit different. The sweetness represents that the evil and pagan world 
seemed to have flourished or will flourish in the ruling of the antichrist. However, in the end 
(John’s stomach), the victory is only short-lived, and the bitter truth is that the evil doers of 
the world will indeed face the final judgment of the Lord. 

Ezekiel is prophesying to his people, and John is called to evangelize to the world outside 
of Christ to let them know their flourishing is only short-lived. This little scroll references, at 
least in part, the record of this vision. John and we are called to remind people of the truth 
of God’s judgment.  

Practical Application  
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.”

(Matthew 23:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Is the primary goal of the Bible your personal happiness?” Kinda. You will be happy on the 
new earth. You will be happy to hear your name being read in the Lamb’s Book of Life. You 
will be happy with Christ. But, the primary call of Christ is not for your personal happiness 
24/7. That is a hedonistic way to read the scriptures. John is told that the word of the Lord 
is both sweet and it can be pretty bitter.  

Jesus here in Matthew reminds his disciples that in the moments when we are humble and 
in need of lifting up. The Father of all the universe will indeed lift us up. However, when we 
are egomaniacs who believe that Christ has to give us our heart's desires because we are 
so amazing, the Word of God humbles us with the reality that we are nothing but filthy rags.  

“We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”

(Isaiah 64:6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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We must accept all of the Word of God. Sometimes when we open the pages of Scripture, 
we will be lifted up, and the Holy Spirit will speak to us in a comforting and uplifting way. 
Sometimes we will open up the Scripture, and our sin and the need to repent will be 
starring a hole through us. When this happens, just to put the Bible down or skipping back 
to the lovely parts is tempting. The Holy Spirit desires to use both the positive and negative 
in our growth to Be committed followers of Jesus. Let the Spirit do the whole work through 
the Scriptures; the sweet and the bitter are needed in your growth. Amen. 
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7.2.2023 The Apocalypse “The Two Witnesses” Revelation 11:1-14

Focus Text 
“Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the 
temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, but do not measure the 
court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will 
trample the holy city for forty-two months. And I will grant authority to my two 
witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.”

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the 
Earth. And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their 
foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. They have the 
power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and 
they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with 
every kind of plague, as often as they desire. And when they have finished their 
testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and 
conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city 
that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. For three 
and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze 
at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, and those who dwell 
on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because 
these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. But after the 
three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on 
their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, 
and their enemies watched them. And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a 
tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest 
were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.”

(Revelation 11:1–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Two Witnesses 
“Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the 
temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, but do not measure the 
court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will 
trample the holy city for forty-two months. And I will grant authority to my two 
witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.”

(Revelation 11:1–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

After John is told to eat the sweet/bitter scroll, he is told to measure the temple. This 
mimics Ezekiel again in chapters 40-42, where Ezekiel measures out the temple again as a 
sign that it will be restored. Looking forward to the end of revelation, this must point 
toward the New Jerusalem that God will establish. Interestingly, in Revelation 21, we are 
told that there will be no Temple, but instead, God will be openly present in the New 
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Jerusalem. This analogy could stand to mean that John is giving an invite for the people to 
come directly to God.  

However, John is told to leave out the outer court or the court of the Gentiles. This would 
have been the place for God-fearing Gentiles to come and worship. Not having this outer 
court indicates that in this final city, there will be no Jew or Gentile, as Paul says to the 
Galatian Church.  

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

(Galatians 3:28 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

However, the outer court in John’s vision is being trampled by the nations for three and a 
half years.  

The background here, according to Robert Mounce, is Daniel 8; 

“Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly great toward the south, 
toward the east, and toward the glorious land. It grew great, even to the host of 
heaven. And some of the host and some of the stars it threw down to the ground and 
trampled on them. It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the 
regular burnt offering was taken away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was 
overthrown. And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering 
because of transgression, and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and 
prosper. Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one who 
spoke, “For how long is the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the 
transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be 
trampled underfoot?” And he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings. Then the 
sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.”

(Daniel 8:9–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The temporal designation of 42 months (11:2; 13:5) is also given in 
Revelation as 1,260 days (11:3; 12:6) and “a time, times and half a time” 
(12:14). Its primary reference is to the period of Jewish suffering under the 
Syrian despot Antiochus Epiphanes in 167–164 B.C.77 It became a standard 
symbol for that limited period during which evil would be allowed free rein. It 
is “the conventional period in apocalyptic literature for the temporary triumph 
of evil before the end of the age.”78 In Luke 21:24, it is called “the times of 
the Gentiles.” The repeated use of the various designations in Revelation and 
the contexts in which they appear serves to point out that the periods of final 
witness, divine protection, and pagan antagonism are simultaneous.” 
1

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 215.
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As Mounce points out, this time will be when suffering will befall the people of God for the 
final time. It is intense but brief.  

Finally, in section one, we are introduced to two witnesses. They are given a period when 
they will testify to the coming of God and will do so in mourning. The day count is the 
same as the trampling of the outer courts. The sackcloth is shown as a symbol of grief and 
mourning. They emphasize that this is a time of sorrow that is approaching.  

Section II The Two Olive Trees 
“These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of 
the earth. And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes 
their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. They have 
the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, 
and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth 
with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. And when they have finished their 
testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and 
conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city 
that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. For three 
and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze 
at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb. Those who dwell on 
the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these 
two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth.”

(Revelation 11:4–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Now with Zechariah in the backdrop listed below. 

“And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who is 
awakened out of his sleep. And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and 
behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, 
with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of it. And there are two olive 
trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.” And I said to the angel 
who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” Then the angel who talked with me 
answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 
Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? 
Before Zerubbabel, you shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward the top stone 
amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’”
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Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that 
the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.

For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall see the plumb 
line in the hand of Zerubbabel. “These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range 
through the whole earth.” Then I said to him, “What are these two olive trees on the 
right and the left of the lampstand?” And a second time I answered and said to him, 
“What are these two branches of the olive trees, which are beside the two golden pipes 
from which the golden oil is poured out?” He said to me, “Do you not know what these 
are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand 
by the Lord of the whole earth.”

(Zechariah 4:1–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

 John is shown that these two witnesses with be like two olive trees. These are commonly 
thought to be two historical Jewish figures that will reign down fire and shut off the sky. 
Paige Patterson of the New American Commentary gives us seven options on who these 
two witnesses are. 

1. Is the Holy Church through the ages. Bearing witness to God’s commands on earth. 
2. Some group throughout history, say, even Luther and Calvin during the Reformation.  
3. The Old and New Testaments. God’s faithfulness through human history. 
4. Zerubbabel, the civil leader, and Joshua, the high priest  
5. Enoch and Elijah because both men in Scripture are said to have never died but were 

taken into heaven 
6. Moses and Elijah. Moses represents the law of God. Elijah represents the prophets. 

The law and prophets are two popular ways of dividing the Word of God. These two 
olive trees making the Word of God known. 

7. Two future spiritual leaders who appear like Moses and Elijah will perform mighty acts 
as they did and call people to faithfulness to the Lord.  2

Who are these two? The depictions of Elijah as the man who embarrasses the 
worshippers of Ba’al as fire from the Lord consumes his offering. And Elijah prays, and the 
skies shut, and rain doesn’t come. Then we have Moses, who brought the plagues to 
Egypt and turned the water red with the blood of the Egyptian army. These two, who also 
represents the priesthood, the prophetic, and the law, seem to be the best fit. One last 
item about the two witnesses is that they are not bringing their power; the parable in Zech 
4. is that the Lord is ever-present on the earth. So no matter who or what the two olive 
trees are, they are an extension of the Lord Himself. 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 242-245.
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After their allotted time, the witness is to face the beast from the bottomless pit. Spoiler 
alert this is the great enemy of humanity, Satan himself. Then the beast will make war with 
these two witnesses and kill them. Symbolizing a false victory, believing that, indeed, evil 
has won. And to their shame, their bodies will be left on the streets without a proper burial. 
Robert Mounce points to ancient works where this is considered a disgrace to those who 
do not receive burial. In the ancient story of Tolbit, we see this scene: 

“When Tobit learned that one of his countrymen had been strangled and left 
dead in the marketplace, he jumped up from a ceremonial meal, went, and 
took the body to one of the outbuildings until he could bury it after the sun 
went down.” 
3

The great city that their bodies lay in is of great debate. Some offer that it’s Jerusalem 
because of the language that this was where Jesus was crucified. The problem with this 
thought is that the city is compared to Jerusalem’s enemies Sodom, the place of moral evil 
that God destroyed, and Egypt, the home of slavery and oppression for God’s people. The 
more honest city would be Rome; the Romans indeed crucified Jesus, and crucifixion was 
a Roman form of execution so brutal they wouldn’t perform it on a Roman citizen. Also, 
Rome was a hedonistic evil place that laughed in the face of God’s laws. Finally, Rome had 
Jews and Jerusalem, John’s people, under occupation, leaning on the imagery of Egyptian 
slavery. Rome makes more sense from an ancient perspective. This is a future image; the 
great city will most likely appear as Rome did against God’s people.   4

Finally, after these two great witnesses are killed, the people will rejoice over their 
shamefully unburied corpses. This image comes back to what we saw in chapter nine.  

“The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze 
and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”

(Revelation 9:20–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

After the conclusion of the 5th and 6th trumpets being blown, people refused to turn 
toward God. Here the two witnesses’ death is a celebration because people feel there is 
no need to revere God but can live how they like. 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 3

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 220.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 4
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Section III Resurrection  
“But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they 
stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven 
in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. And at that hour, there was a great 
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.”

(Revelation 11:11–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

While the celebration of these two witnesses being gone is reaching its climax, the mood 
suddenly changes as they receive life again from the breath of God. This is a reminder of 
dry bones being brought to life in Ezekiel 37. And just like the prophet Elijah, these two are 
taken up into heaven in a supernatural fashion.   5

The central theological theme here must be mimicking Jesus’ bodily resurrection. In the 
same fashion as three days when Jesus came from the tomb, these two witnesses are 
gifted life from the grave. After 40 days, Jesus ascended into heaven. These two are lifted 
away into the clouds. The imagery here is NOT that these two are equal to Jesus. But they 
are recipients of the gift of resurrection by the grace and sacrifice of Jesus. Also, this 
points again to a Messianic time because bodily resurrection is one of the signs of the 
coming Messiah. 

Then just like Jesus’ crucifixion, a massive earthquake struck the land, and a tenth of the 
city fell, and 7,000 people were killed.  

Then like the Roman centurion who saw these miraculous signs, the rest of the people in 
this great city recognized that this was the work of God alone and gave Him the glory. 
We’re not sure what this means, but it would appear that this crowd is different from that in 
chapter nine, where they continued their evil ways even though a 3rd of the world 
perished.  

“And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion 
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

(Matthew 27:51–54 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 222-223.
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What is evident in the overarching narrative is that some people will approach the end of 
times with hardness in their hearts, while others will repent of their wickedness.  

Practical Application 

The Last paragraph in the Nicene Creed states: 

“ We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
We confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
, and We look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.”


Here in John 11, we are given an eternal promise. 

“Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

(John 11:21–27 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The two witnesses seem to lose, being killed and disgraced as evil dances over their 
bodies.  

Martha berates Jesus because she genuinely thinks that death is the victor and losses faith 
in the promise of resurrection by Jesus the Messiah. 

However, the witnesses are brought to life and into God’s Kingdom while evil crumbles and 
fails.  

Lazurus rises from the grave as Jesus fulfills His promise as the Messiah. He is the 
resurrection and the life, and all who call on Him become partakers of the resurrection.  

Every week we pray for the country. Every week I hear from someone somewhere that they 
can’t believe the moral, ethical, and spiritual decay of the United States. Churches all over 
the country have lost hope and act out of fear and grief. Yet, we proclaim to look for the 
world to come and the gift of resurrection. God will not lose. No matter what you see 
ahead of you, if you belong to Christ, the promise to Martha is also to us. We will rise 
again. God Wins, Period! Amen.
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Focus Text 
“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was 
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in 
heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads 
seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the 
earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that 
when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is 
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his 
throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by 
God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.”

(Revelation 12:1–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Queen 
“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was 
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth.”

(Revelation 12:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John’s vision shifts, and we are introduced to new characters. The first is a pregnant 
woman clothed in the sun with a crown of stars o her forehead. As Paige Patterson points 
out, scholars have debated the identity of this woman, and the common themes are the 
Virgin Mary, the Church, and the descendants of Abraham.  1

Seeing this woman as Mary would only be because this is the woman who gave birth to 
Jesus the Messiah. While the Christian Church has consistently recognized Mary as a saint 
whom God blessed uniquely, the depiction of this woman seems to be over any other 
description of Mary throughout the New Testament.  

The Church comes after Jesus and gives Her life by His sacrifice. So seeing this woman as 
the Church would be a bit backward from the original narrative.  

Finally, As Dr. Robert Mounce concludes, the most likely identity of this woman is Israel. 
The people are set apart by God and the nation that births the Messiah. In Galatians, Paul 
shares the Jewish sentiment that Jerusalem is the motherland.  2

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
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  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2
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“There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And 
there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.”

(Luke 21:11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.”

(Galatians 4:26 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

During the Babylonian exile, Zion, aka Israel, is depicted as going through painful birthing 
pains. 

“Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in labor, for now, you shall go out 
from the city and dwell in the open country; you shall go to Babylon. There you shall be 
rescued; there the LORD will redeem you from the hand of your enemies.”

(Micah 4:10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

These all communicate that God would bring His savior, the Messiah, whom we know 
is Jesus Christ, out of Israel. As we read in chapter 11, Israel’s fullness is the Kingdom 
of God.


The 12 stars that make up her crown are the 12 tribes of Israel. Her clothing of the sun 
relates to Joesph and his dream in Genesis.  

“Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have 
dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me.”

(Genesis 37:9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This woman is God’s set apart people, and she is set to give birth to the one who will rule 
all nations, Jesus the Christ.  

Section II The Dragon 
“And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the 
stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman 
who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.”

(Revelation 12:3–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John sees a second sign, a great red dragon. The dragon is a metaphor for Satan or the 
evil one, but the theology goes even more profound to describe what Satan does. In the 
Cannatie religion, their god of the ocean is called Yam. Yam is known as the chaos dragon. 
Our God is orderly, creative, supreme, and undefeatable. As the Israelites rise to power in 
the middle east, one of the critical images is that God can defeat Yam or the god of chaos. 
The dragon symbolizes in nearly every culture chaos, death, and destruction. They have 
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been depicted as giant winged reptiles, some of whom can spit fire, and they are known in 
ancient and more modern mythologies as the bringers of chaos, death, and destruction. 
These are some of the key traits we see about Satan throughout the bible. Below are 
some texts in the New Testament warning the Christians of Satan, the bringer of chaos.  

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies.”

(John 8:44 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.”

(1 Peter 5:8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

(Ephesians 6:11–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Dragon has seven heads; the number seven is the perfect number meaning the 
dragon is perfect in creating chaos. The devil has been a master manipulator since the 
begging of time. 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of 
the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths.”

(Genesis 3:1–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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The devil's goal is to twist the truth so that humans might lose trust in God’s direction for 
His creation.  

The beast also has ten horns which bring us to the vision in Daniel 7. 

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful 
and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and 
stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before 
it, and it had ten horns.”

(Daniel 7:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Daniel sees a vision of four kingdoms. The fourth kingdom is a great horned beast which 
was interpreted as a fourth kingdom that would devour the earth. For John and his 
readers, this great beast was Rome that decimated the land and defiled the temple of God 
in 70 ad. For an idealist, this would be metaphorical for times in human history when 
powerful war nations would march in destruction over smaller, weaker nations. In 2023, 
Russia is the great beast marching on the smaller and weaker Ukraine. Or, a progressive 
dispensationalist perspective would be that the kingdom of the anti-Christ is a future great 
beast that we have not seen. The conclusion viewpoints aside, the devil is the true enemy 
here as the great dragon of war and chaos. His murderous intent is made known here. 

To lend more credence to a future event are the seven jeweled crowns on his head, the 
diadems. These are signs of rule and authority. Spoiler alert we will see the destination of a 
great beast who will wear these crowns, and they symbolize the false power of the ant-
Christ as the seventh seal was opened as we acknowledged Jesus as the King of Kings in 
a perfect Kingdom. This Anti-Christ ruler fools themself and their followers into believing 
that they carry the potential to be the final king of kings. This is a fool's dream, but the devil 
thought he was powerful enough to conquer God.  Foolish pride is the dragon's greatest 
weakness.  

The problem with the devil is that he is a defeated foe, but he can be persuasive. The third 
of the angels represented her as stars were convinced that if they sided with Satan, they 
would have the power to overthrow God, forfeiting their place in His Kingdom.  

Finally, the dragon is waiting to devour the Messiah as he comes from Israel. If the devil 
can stop the savior, then all hope is lost. The Christian knows that Jesus will not fail to this 
pathetic dragon; it is worth noting Satan’s unending desire to war with God and God’s 
people. Just because the enemy can’t win the war does not mean that the enemy cannot 
inflict damage in his defeat.  

 of 4 6

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Dan._7:7


7.16.2023 The Apocalypse “The Woman and the Dragon” Revelation 12:1-6

Section III Saving the Savior  
“She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but 
her child was caught up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished 
for 1,260 days.”

(Revelation 12:5–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The woman gives birth to the Messiah, who will rule the world unquestionably. The note to 
the iron staff refers back to Psalm 2.  

“I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you.

 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession.

 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

(Psalm 2:7–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The iron rod marks unquestioning solid authority. In modern terms, the saying “rules over 
them with an Iron Fist.” Refers to the last word being the rulers. In human terms, when a 
leader rules, absolutely what happens too often is poverty and oppression in an attempt to 
quell any uprisings. Human leaders with iron rods show their sinfulness. The great king, 
Jesus, will also have unquestionable authority in His Kingdom. The Kingdom will not be 
impoverished or evil because Jesus the King doesn’t rule out of sin but perfection. The role 
of the dragon is to make one believe that Jesus’ authority is also corrupt and that we 
should rebel against HIm. We don’t believe the lie of the dragon.  

Quickly without notice, the child is taken away from the mouth of the dragon and is placed 
upon His rightful throne. This is the sign that Jesus doesn’t fall to the schemes of chaos 
and is the victor over the dragon. 

Then the Mother of the messiah must flee from the dragon's wrath and go into the 
wilderness for three and a half years. In chapter 11, we see that the inner temple would be 
a safe place for the people of God while the outer courts would be a time of destruction as 
the nations raged.  No matter how bleak the world may seem, God’s people are being 3

held together by HIm. The dragon seems like a monstrous foe, but he cannot destroy 
God’s people no matter how hard he tries.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 3
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7.16.2023 The Apocalypse “The Woman and the Dragon” Revelation 12:1-6

Practical Application 
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.”

But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple


and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He 
will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.”

Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord 
your God and him only shall you serve.’”

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.”

(Matthew 4:1–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The story of the woman and the dragon parallels the story of the Devil tempting Jesus in the 
wilderness. Jesus was taken into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to begin his ministry; after 
fasting and prayer, Jesus was ready to start proclaiming the time of the Savior had arrived. But 
Jesus is met by the devil, the master of chaos. And just like Adam in Genesis chapter 3, Satan 
tries to make Jesus betray his Father in heaven. This is a recruitment speech by the devil. As 
we see in this story, Jesus was unphased by the tricks of the red dragon, and we can cast the 
Devil away.  

The question for us today is how we can make sure we can withstand the temptation of the 
devil and not succumb to the red dragon of chaos.  

The first step in Being a Committed Follower of Jesus is to “Learn.” The question we should be 
asking one another is, “Are we reading our scriptures daily?” In context, the Bible shows us 
God's will and reminds us of His promises and expectations. In studying scripture and 
committing it to memory, we are learning more about who God is and what He actually says. 
The devil may seem scary, but the good news is that he has only one tactic, to make you 
doubt the goodness and commands of God. Satan fed Adam half-truths and decided that 
God’s command must not be truly wise or good. From that moment, Satan begins causing 
chaos in the entire world. Jesus, however, heard half-truths about Himself as the messiah, and 
because he knew the Word of God, he could put away the twisted lies of the evil one. 

Don’t be afraid and the dragon; study the Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit, and watch the 
dragon flee from you. Amen.  
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Focus Text 
“Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a 
loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has 
been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they 
loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell 
in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great 
wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

(Revelation 12:7–12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Dragon Defeated  
“Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

(Revelation 12:7–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

As we progress in the story of the dragon, we come to a roadblock. We see the dragon 
and his minions at war with archangel Michael as Satan tries to overthrow God in 
Heavenly. Our conundrum, is this a future war or a retelling of the origin of Satan’s rebellion 
and fall? Truthfully, this is a difficult question to answer and isn’t the story's primary focus. 
Below is a story from the book of Enoch about Satan’s defeat. Enoch is not considered a 
part of the trusted canon of Scripture, so do not read this with the same authority as the 
Bible. John would have known the stories from Enoch and other Old Testament books that 
were not considered a part of the Hebrew canon, and these stories help us to see the 
ancient thought behind some of these events.  

“[Here Satanail with his angels was thrown down from the height.]   And one from out 
the order of angels, having turned away with the order under him, conceived an 
impossible thought, to place his throne higher than the clouds above the earth, that he 
might become equal in rank to my power.

And I threw him out from the height with his angels, and he was flying in the air 
continuously above the bottomless.”

( 2Enoch 29:4–5 Old Testament Pseudepigrapha ) 
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The main points of this story show us that Satan couldn’t defeat the angelic army and 
overthrow God. It wasn’t even close because God did have to fight at all, He was able to 
leave the fight to His head general, and the battle is won. Pride goes before the fall. Jesus 
records for us that He has seen Satan being thrown out. This reminds us that Christ has 
always been on His throne in heaven and that Jesus didn’t have to lift a finger to stop 
Satan himself. 

“And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”

(Luke 10:18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The second reality we will see from this story is that Satan isn’t in Hell. Spoiler alert: God 
will throw the dragon and his followers into the bottomless pit after the final judgment. But 
as a reminder, Satan’s domain is here on earth. Peter warns us that our adversary is here 
with us to devour.  

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary, the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.”

(1 Peter 5:8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section II Christus Victor  
“And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 
And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.”

(Revelation 12:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Now after the fall of the dragon, heaven rejoices. The scheme of the dragon in chapter 12 
is to devour the one who will rule all nations, and in that mission, the devil has failed.  

As Dr. Mounce says, “By now the readers of Revelation will be accustomed to the 
sudden outbursts of praise that meet them in the book”  Whether this is a future 1

wartime event or a larger retelling of the salvation story, both ideas succumb to Christ as 
the seven head dragon does not beat the victor, the true King of Kings—the one who 
seeks to bring chaos to all of heaven and earth.  

There are several essential and practical reminders in this short story.  

1. The spiritual authority in the Church belongs to Christ. In His graciousness, He extends 
His power to the Christians by the Holy Spirit for ministry work. See the extended 
context of Luke 10.  

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 238
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7.23.2023 The Apocalypse “The Deafeted Dragon” Revelation 12:7-12

“The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, 
that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

(Luke 10:17–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The seventy-two disciples returned from their outings and have seen demons (their 
enemies) cast away from them in the name of Jesus. The reminder to them was that Jesus 
grants them authority to continue casting away demons here on earth where they now 
dwell. 

2. We are reminded that the term “Satan” is a title meaning the accuser. This would be a 
defense attorney seeking to show the courts a guilty verdict. Notice Satan is showing 
off the sins of believers to God. Similar to the book of Job, Satan is trying to find 
people who would mock and dishonor God. Satan is showing our sins to God in an 
attempt to remove us from God’s Kingdom.  

3. The Christian does not escape the accusations of the enemy on their merit. The victory 
comes from the Blood of the Lamb and the Word of their testimony. Listen to Paul’s 
comments on communion in 1 Corinthians 11: 

“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way 
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

(1 Corinthians 11:24–26 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

So, as we see coming to the table of Communion, we are reminded again about the 
power in the Blood of the Lamb. When we proclaim it, we proclaim Jesus’ victory over 
death until the second coming. The blood of the Lamb washes our sins away. The accuser 
may be able to say to God, “Look at their sins,” but Jesus’ blood erases those sins by His 
grace. The second piece is the Word. As we will see, their testimony is that King Jesus is 
worth dying for. He is even greater than our own lives. Moreso, their testimony is Jesus 
Christ. When discussing “sharing,” we ask, “How are you sharing THE salvation story.” 
There is nothing wrong with including your personal testimony, but in evangelism, we must 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ. His forgiveness of sins, His crucifixion, His resurrection, 
and His promise to raise us from the dead. Their testimony is that Jesus is Lord, and they 
were willing to hold onto that even at the sake of their own lives.  

4. The focus is on the martyrs, as we have seen them crying out from underneath the 
altar of God. The main group of believers here, with the highest honor given to them, 
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are the ones who have been killed for Christ. Context matters here, and the dragon 
roams around on the earth, hurling accusations. The dragon tries to devour the saints. 
The dragon tried to devour Jesus the Messiah. Satan, the accuser and the dragon of 
chaos, cannot stop the gospel. The Christian should always focus on Christ, even to 
the point of death, because the prideful dragon will not overthrow Jesus’ Kingship.  

All of these moments are building to a finale. 

Section III The Angry Dragon 
“Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and 
sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time 
is short!”

(Revelation 12:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

For those covered in the blood of the Lamb and written in the Lamb’s book of life, we 
believe in the Kingdom of Heaven, God’s Kingdom. We celebrate the defeat of the accusor 
and walk in freedom because of Christ.  

However, the earthly realm is in trouble because the devil is on earth and furious at the 
embarrassing loss. So, as the old saying goes, “misery loves company” The dragon is 
angry and ready to cause trouble. If one views this as an ancient story, this reveals the 
motive behind whispering into Adam’s ear. Since the dragon cannot war in heaven, he will 
destroy the peace on earth God has created. Chaos is the opposite of peace, after all. If 
this is a future story, it sets the scene for the turbulent times ahead as the great beast 
appears in chapter 13. The dragon dreams of conquest, and if he can’t conquer heaven, 
he will try to conquer Earth.  

As a reminder, we are residents of Heaven, and the devil can rage all he wants. Jesus has 
given us the authority to stomp on his angry head. 

Practical Application  

“Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the humble he gives favor.”

(Proverbs 3:34 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” Submit yourselves, therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you.”

(James 4:6–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

What can we learn from the prideful and engaged dragon, the devil? We see that his pride 
has blinded him in all ways. He believes he is the one who rightfully should rule heaven. He 
is cast here on earth after an embarrassing loss in the heavenly realm. Here he thinks he 
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can roam around, causing chaos as he pleases. No one can stop the great red dragon. 
But, the spoiler alert is that at the end of the book, the devil will be cast under the earth 
into the bottomless pit of fire.  

The mythology of the devil is that he was an angel of light created to be beautiful and to 
worship God. He then wanted to be God and was cast down from heaven. Instead of 
repenting and starting over from earth, the devil's anger and pride grow, and he becomes 
more evil. God won’t even let him on the earth; the only place left for him is under the 
earth. The place away from all life.  

This is how pride works in the human heart. As we see in Proverbs and James, pride is the 
attitude of entitlement. Adam wasn’t content with caring for the earth; he wanted to rule it. 
Satan convinced him that just as Satan wanted the heavenly realm, humans could 
command the earth without needing God. Pride's simplest expression is that we are gods 
and do not need God. If we allow our hearts to carry that pride and reject the grace of 
Jesus Christ, then we inherit the same punishment as Satan, even if the earth is too good 
for us, and people will be cast under the earth.  

For the Christian, pride says, “Don’t worry, God, I’ll do this my way; you can sit this one 
out.” Or “Lord, I know what your command is, but….” 

The challenge for today is to manage the buts… in your life. Do you have a habitual sin 
that you know isn’t honoring God? The Spirit can take that from you. Has the Lord laid an 
assignment on your life that you don’t like, so you are doing it your own way? Stop saying 
but, and obey the Lord. We are not like the devil. We are children of Christ! Amen!
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8.13.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Beast” Revelation 13:1-10

Focus Text 
“And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten 
diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw 
was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And 
to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads 
seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given 
his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, 
and who can fight against it?”

And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 
blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 
And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all 
who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before 
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. If anyone has 
an ear, let him hear:


If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the 
sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 
saints.”

(Revelation 13:1–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Beast of the Sea 
“And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten 
diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw 
was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And 
to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads 
seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given 
his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, 
and who can fight against it?”

(Revelation 13:1–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

So the devil stands on the sea to call forth a great beast. From the sea of chaos, we see a 
new threat to the people of God.  

Like the great dragon Satan, this beast has seven heads and ten horns. 

“And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.”

(Revelation 12:3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)
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8.13.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Beast” Revelation 13:1-10

The Hebrew number 7 means perfect or complete; this beast is perfect in destruction and 
chaos like his master, the devil. The number 10 in Hebrew represents authority. As we see 
here, the dragon/devil gives this beast his throne and power to cause chaos here on the 
earth.  

The beast also has blasphemous names written on his head. If we view this from John’s 
perspective, this very well could be referring to Rome. Dr. Robert Mounce describes the 
offense of the Roman Emperors. 

“The names of blasphemy upon the seven heads reflect the increasing 
tendency of the Roman emperors to assume titles of deity. During his lifetime 
Augustus had allowed his eastern subjects to pay him divine honors, and at 
his death, the Romans proclaimed him divus (one like the gods). On his coins 
Nero was referred to as Savior of the World. The Roman senate regularly 
declared its deceased emperors divine. Domitian was addressed as Dominus 
et Deus noster, Our Lord and God.” 
1

If we view this from a larger lens Dr. Patterson in the New American Commentary gives us 
a more general view of these blaspheming heads. 

“The nature and the purpose of this seven-headed, 10–horned beast are 
made apparent by the fact that each has ascribed to him a name of 
blasphemy. The Greek word blasphēmeō, the basic sense of which is “speak 
against,” carries more than that basic understanding. “Blasphemy” includes 
ideas such as “despise,” “taunt,” “reproach,” and even “curse.” As White 
observes, “Blasphemy is one of the most serious of all spiritual iniquities in 
the Old Testament because it denies and makes sport of the overwhelming 
concept of all Old Testament history and law, namely, the sovereignty of the 
Creator. More than any other act of man, it eradicates the fundamental 
creator/creature distinction, upon which all the cosmic law orders are 
based.” 
2

This beast stands against God and His people. It spells trouble for the Christian. John then 
moves on to describe the beast. The beast is a compilation of the four creatures described 
in Daniel chapter 7. It’s a bit long, but worth the read to understand the nature of this great 
beast of the sea. 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 245-246.


  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 275 Using W. White, “Blasphemy,” in The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975), 1:624.
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8.13.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Beast” Revelation 13:1-10

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his 
head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the 
matter. Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, 
different from one another. The first was like a lion and had eagles’ wings. Then as I 
looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to 
stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. And behold, 
another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs 
in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ After this I 
looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And 
the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It 
had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with 
its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I 
considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little 
one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in 
this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.”

(Daniel 7:1–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The beasts in the vision for Daniel and for John represent the nations of the world. For 
John, it is easy to see how Rome would be the great enemy of the Christians. Some say 
the wounded head of the beast represents Nero and the economic damage done under 
his leadership. For an idealist, this beast would represent the nations of the world that have 
persecuted Christians across time. In our era of 2023, China has released a special 
Chinese bible that eliminates all parts of the text that stand against a communist regime. 
Finally, this may also point to a future world superpower that seeks to destroy Christ and 
Christians from the world. As Christ's followers, when we see any nation persecuting 
Christians, we know that the devil has given over his evil authority to the great beast to 
oppress God’s Kingdom and His people.  

Section II The Boastful Beast 
“And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it 
was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 
blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 
And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all 
who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before 
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.”

(Revelation 13:5–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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Now we see what the beast is like. It has his master the devil’s tongue. It speaks against 
God and His people. Once again, as we see below, Daniel explains his vision of the four 
creatures. 

“As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head 
alarmed me. I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth 
concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the 
things. ‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. But the 
saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, 
forever and ever.’

“Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all 
the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which 
devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, and about the 
ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up and before which 
three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great things, and that 
seemed greater than its companions. As I looked, this horn made war with the saints 
and prevailed over them, until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for 
the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the 
kingdom.”

(Daniel 7:15–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The fourth beast with their little horn speaks blasphemous things about God’s people and 
makes war with them until the rescue of God comes through Christ (The Ancient of Days).   

This is a sad speckle to the Christ Follower. The confession in revelation is that those who 
worship the beast and join in the mockery of God are not written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. They either have refused, ignored, or rejected the opportunity to accept the grace of 
Christ. 

The New Atheism movement isn’t just about not being a skeptic about whether or not God 
is real, but an attack on the premise that He exists. Listen to this excerpt from an article in 
2008 by author Mark Rowson. 

“And that’s why, even if God now came down in fiery splendor and proved 
beyond question his, her, its or their existence, I still wouldn’t believe in 
him, her, it or them, because I’m unconvinced by the spiel and I don’t like 
the way his, her, it's or their brand takes a previous contingency from 
thousands of years ago and concretes it into certainty. I wouldn’t say I like 
the threats, the taunts, the patronizing assumption to unchanging and 
unyielding rectitude and infallibility. In short, I don’t buy the ideology.” 
3

  Mark Rowson, “If God Proved He Existed, I Still Wouldn’t Believe in Him” online article 3

accessed at (https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/if-god-proved-he-existed-i-still-wouldn-t-
believe-in-him)

 of 4 6

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Dan._7:15


8.13.2023 The Apocalypse “The First Beast” Revelation 13:1-10

British Comedian Stephen Fry, in an interview, said that if it were all true and he walked up 
to the pearly gates, he would still not worship God on God’s terms because of the evils 
that he has seen in the world.  4

The uncomfortable truth is that for some individuals, Satan’s pride has sunken so deeply 
into their souls that they cannot find any reason at all why God would exist and why He 
can be trusted for salvation. Even harder, some do not want to be saved even if God 
would extraordinarily appear to them.  

However, the good news for the Christ Follower is that some will see the goodness of God 
and respond. When Christians hear that there will be people who, no matter what will not 
accept the Saving Grace of Jesus Christ, they determine it would be better to never share 
about Jesus than to be made a fool by someone with a hardened heart. This logic will not 
do! Jesus commanded Christians to evangelize fully, knowing some would not accept the 
offer. One of the greatest basketball players to ever play, Micheal Jordan, admitted he’d 
missed more game-winning baskets than he has made, but if he never tried, no points 
would have been scored.  

One of our action steps is Sharing because it would be eternally better to made a fool a 
few times but help many others to be saved from the judgment of God for allowing the 
beast to hurt his children.  

Section III The Call to Endure 
“If anyone has an ear, let him hear:


If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the 
sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 
saints.”

(Revelation 13:9–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Jesus includes his famous words to hear this warning of a troubled time and to endure. 

Let’s be reminded that John is receiving this vision on the Island of Patmos. A place where 
Rome would drop slaves off to fend for themselves in isolation until they died of exposure 
to the elements. And the Island has a legend of having poisonous vipers that could kill a 
man with a bite. Who knows when the last time John ate was, where he was sleeping, 
does he have any shelter or friends? Church tradition teaches that John dies here on this 
Island as the last living Apostle. It would have been a sad situation from an earthly 
perspective. But John is enduring this punishment for the sake of Christ, which leads us to 
our practical application.  

  Accessed here (https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2015/feb/01/stephen-fry-god-evil-4

maniac-irish-tv)
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Practical Application  
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.


Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test 
he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let no 
one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured 
and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.”

(James 1:2–4, 12–15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Apostle James is writing to a broken and scattered Church. The religious leaders in 
Jerusalem have heard enough of the pesky disciples and have run them out of town. The 
Church is scattered and hurting, yet James reminds them that this isn’t a time to be 
depressed but joyous. 

If you love someone, you consider it an honor to endure for their sake. If you talk to long-
standing married couples, they will reveal that their bonds of marriage aren’t lovey-dovey 
feelings but a conscious commitment to one another.  

Think hard about the number of sins you have committed since becoming a Christ 
Follower; the list is longer than you’d like. Yet, Jesus hasn’t given up on you and loves you 
as much today as the day you accepted Him as your Lord and Savior. We cannot 
compete with Christ’s endurance for His Church (People), but we should try. When the 
world tries to break down the followers of Jesus, we celebrate, not because of suffering 
but because, in some small way, we can make the conscious effort to love Christ even 
during hardships.  

When following Jesus gets hard, doubts and troubles arise; this is the time to love Christ 
and be reminded of the hundreds of thousands of times he has loved you. Amen.  
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Focus Text 
“Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it 
spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and 
makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was 
healed. It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in 
front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast 
it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that 
was wounded by the sword and yet lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the 
image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause 
those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. Also it causes all, 
both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right 
hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, 
the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let the one 
who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
man, and his number is 666.”

(Revelation 13:11–18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Beast of the Earth 
“Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it 
spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and 
makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was 
healed. It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in 
front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast 
it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that 
was wounded by the sword and yet lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the 
image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause 
those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain.”

(Revelation 13:11–15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Now we see the second beast emerge. Paige Patterson calls this “the unholy trinity.”  The 1

first beast emerges from the sea to use the image of chaos. The second beast emerges 
from the earth, symbolizing that the Dragon (devil) is claiming authority over the world, 
land, and seas.  

First, to note here is that this beast rounds out the trio. It shows us again that the devil 
desires to be like the Lord so much that he has formed a trinity to subdue the whole earth. 
The first beast, which represents the nations, was a towering monster that came to crush 
the people of the earth. This second beast is a mimic of the messiah. Look! He has horns 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 272-273.
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just like that of a lamb. Look! He comes to perform miracles just like that of Jesus. And the 
second beast’s teaching will be powerful and cause people to want to worship the first 
beast and the nations.  

The lesson here is that people will be pursued by a false messiah, the Anti-Christ figure. 
Below is a parallel story found in the Exodus. God would imbue Moses and Aaron with 
spiritual power to persuade Pharoah to let the Hebrews go from their slavery. In the first 
two encounters, Pharaoh has human magicians use their “magic,” a slide of hand, to 
convey the same spells. This caused Pharoah to harden his heart when God moved in 
supernatural ways. Just as today, when we see great magicians doing what seems to be 
impossible, we are struck with awe and wonder. However, Penn Gillette of the duo Penn 
and Teller once said on television that “magic isn’t real and what you are watching is con-
art.” Sometimes it can be difficult to tell the two worlds apart. Leading to the problem in 
the next section.  

“Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove 
yourselves by working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast 
it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” So Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and did as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh 
and his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men 
and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their secret 
arts. For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s staff 
swallowed up their staffs. Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen 
to them, as the LORD had said.”

(Exodus 7:8–13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the 
sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the 
water in the Nile turned into blood. And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so 
that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all 
the land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts. So 
Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had 
said.”

(Exodus 7:20–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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Section II 666 
“Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be 
marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has 
the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for 
wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is 
the number of a man, and his number is 666.”

(Revelation 13:16–18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Let’s work through this backward for clarity. The mark that is to be worn is the number 
“666.” As with the other numbers in the Book of Revelation, “6” is man’s number.  But 2

not in a flattering way; this can also be called the number of sins. It reveals that this 
triple six is the mark of the unholy trinity. Paul makes this claim about the desire of 
people.


“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,”

(2 Timothy 4:3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

People will fall subject to the desires of their sinful hearts, and the Devil and his two beasts 
will use this to convince people to go away from God, and is written in the lamb's book of 
Life. This false messiah will convince many to trust the nations and turn their faith in Christ. 

For instance, Karl Marx, one of the leaders of communism, believed that “religion was an 
opium,” once man was free of the utopic promises of religion, they would rightly see that 
the state was their only hope.  3

Which leads us to the mark of this beast. People would carry the mark on their right arm 
and their forehead. This, too, is a mimic of God. See the text below from Deutoermony. 

“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your 
house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, that your 
days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore 
to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth.”

(Deuteronomy 11:18–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 2

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 282.

 Accessed here https://victimsofcommunism.org/curriculum-chapter-3/ 3
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Orthodox Jews still today, on holy prayer days, will adorn these items called “phylacteries.” 

Inside these boxes are small scrolls of the Torah. They literally wear the scriptures on their 
hands and foreheads, the exact location as the mark of the beast.  

And if someone refuses the mark because their arms and forehead are meant only for the 
Word of God, they will be outcasted in society. Here is where the first and second beasts 
are different. The first beast was a monster who ruled through brute force. The second 
beast is a chess master that rules through manipulation. Religious persecution can come 
in different flavors. In some Muslim countries, if you are found to be a non-muslim, they will 
behead you publically like the first beast. In other Muslim areas like Palestine, if you are a 
Jew or a Christian, the method of conversion or banishment is through economics, as we 
see here. You cannot sell any of your goods, and you may not purchase from Muslim 
markets. You are starved into conversion or leaving your homeland.  

Throughout this section, I have been telling the story from an idealist perspective, showing 
how John’s Revelation can be interpreted throughout history.  

The other perspective to note is a futuristic sense. There may come a time when the 
nations bind up together as a beastly force to destroy the religious, specifically, the 
followers of Christ. And there may come a time when all people will be called to bear a 
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mark on their body for buying and selling; otherwise, they will be cast out. That would be a 
terrifying future to behold.  

But, the rationale remains the same, the devil is establishing his own kingdom on earth to 
rival the Kingdom of God. His focus is to be a god, and like a little child following his father, 
the devil is trying to build a trinity, kingdom, and followers with the final and grand hope of 
conquering God and taking his place. He will always fail, but he never gives up until he is 
defeated once and for all. But what do we do with this information? 

Practical Application 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little children, 
you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error.”

(1 John 4:1–6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Here in 1 John, we are told that there are two spirits. One is Holy, and one is in error and will 
lead us to evil.  

Christians need two things in their life, Spirit and Truth. The first of our four pillars (Learn, Do, 
Share, and Teach) is Learning!  

The Christian must stay grounded in their Bible, where Truth is described. I was talking with 
a friend recently, and they believed in a God but didn’t believe in Bible. They couldn’t explain 
God to me because God could not be known to them. God has revealed Himself in the 
Scriptures and can be known.  

The second piece is just as critical; the Holy Spirit is God. God with us as the Spirit gives us 
the gift of discernment.  

Sometimes earthly magicians can look as convincing as Moses, and if we lack the 
discernment of the Holy Spirit, we can lead astray. As my mom and grandma have told me 
for years, “You have two ears and one mouth, so you should listen twice as much as you 
talk.” We should spend time in the Word of God, and we should also spend time listening to 
God. When you pray, set aside time to listen. One pastor introduced me to the concept of 
the empty chair. After studying scripture, He talks to Jesus about what he learned and 
listens as if Jesus was in the chair teaching him. Learn also how to listen for Christ in your 
own life. Amen. 
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Focus Text 
“Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who 
had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice 
from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice 
I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, and they were singing a 
new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. 
No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the 
earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is 
these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from 
mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for 
they are blameless.”

(Revelation 14:1–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Victor  
“Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who 
had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.”

(Revelation 14:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The devil tries to mimic God with his unholy trinity, swaying people with false promises. 
Behold! The true Lamb of God appears. The story's hero has no intention of letting the 
dragon continue his reign of terror.  

Appearing on Mt. Zion is significant because, as we see with the prophet Joel, Mt. Zion is 
the place of rescue.  

“And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be 
saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the 
LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.”

(Joel 2:32 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Mount Zion is known as the Lord’s mountain, and where God will rescue His people. John 
sees Jesus come down from His throne in Heaven to offer rescue during the dragon's 
reign.  
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Next, we see 144,000 behind the Lord, and they have escaped the mark of the beast but 
remained faithful and only have the mark of the Lord on their foreheads, as we stated last 
week. This comes from the understanding in Deuteronomy 11. 

“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes.”

(Deuteronomy 11:18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

There is great debate on who these men are. Some scholars believe that these are the 
same 144,000 in Chapter 7. Others see them as a new set of spiritual warriors. We will 
learn about these men in the future, but the first look shows us an important detail. In 
chapter 13, we learned the mark of the beast would be on the forehead and the right 
hand. Here, the warriors for Christ are marked by Him on their foreheads, displaying a 
distinct difference between those who follow Christ and those whom the dragon lures 
away. 

In Luke 10, the Seventy-two disciples that were sent out to do the work of the Kingdom 
come home celebrating because even the demons submit to them in the name of Christ. 
Jesus then offers this statement. 

“Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”

(Luke 10:20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The joy that they should take isn’t in the spiritual power but in the fact that they have been 
written by grace into the Lamb’s Book of Life. As always, we don’t need to see these 
144,000 as only literal but as a sign that shows that Christ will mark many more and are in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life. That is where the joy of being a Christian is found complete.  

Dr. Robert Mounce gives us the point of this appearance of Christ. 

“The vision of the Lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion, following as it 
does the distressing visions of the two Satanic beasts, brings a surge of 
spirited expectation. As difficult as the future may be, there remains the 
joyful prospect of soon standing beyond this sphere of suffering on the 
mountain of the Lord and singing with the innumerable multitude of the 
redeemed the new song of salvation. Visions of what will be strengthen 
the believer to endure the reality of what for the present must be.” 
1

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 269.
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Section II The New Song 
“And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of 
loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 
and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 
and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been 
redeemed from the earth.”

(Revelation 14:2–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Next, we hear a mighty voice from Heaven, like roaring waters and harps playing. We are 
not told who this voice is, but like other heaven scenes, it is filled with power and beauty. 
The roaring waters represent power. The sound is deafening if you’ve ever stood next to a 
falling waterfall. The Harp is beauty. A student was playing a harp at the Ohio State James 
Cancer Center, and it filled the lobby with this beautiful and peaceful melody.  

They were singing a “new song.” This is a statement made in the Old Testament, especially 
the Psalms. See below.  

“I will sing a new song to you, O God; upon a ten-stringed harp I will play to you,”

(Psalm 144:9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The phrase shows that God is doing something new. The new song symbolizes that God 
is moving again, and this new song will tell of the mighty deeds that will take place.  

The caveat is that the only ones who can sign this song are the 144,000 redeemed from 
the earth. This is a song for the Christ follower who has been redeemed. This does reveal 
that these men following Jesus are not angels because they have lived on the earth. In the 
next section, we learn more about these men.  

Section III The 144,000 
“It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these 
who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as 
firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are 
blameless.”

(Revelation 14:4–5 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The first quality noted about this group is that a woman has never defiled them and are 
virgins. In modern America, the idea that someone who remains single is seen as an 
oddity. The New Testament authors don’t see this singleness as a problem but a trait to be 
admired. Jesus was never married because He was called to focus solely on the mission 
to bring about the Kingdom of God in part. In Matthew 19, Jesus reminds those around 
them that men make some people eunuchs. It was common for kings and rulers with 
heraims to have a slave over their women. To keep them from having sexual relations with 
the king's wives, they would castrate the slaves to make them unable to have sex. It was a 
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brutal procedure. However, Jesus brings about another group of men who have voluntarily 
withheld sexual relations so that they, like Jesus, could focus solely on the Kingdom of 
God. See Matthew 19 below. 

“For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have 
been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this 
receive it.”

(Matthew 19:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Another note here is that Paul agrees with Jesus. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 7, makes it known 
that if one is able, they should remain single to focus 100% on the kingdom of God. See 
below.  

“I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of 
the Lord, how to please the Lord.”

(1 Corinthians 7:32 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

However, the Lord has also created marriage as a way for humans to share in sexual 
intimacy and also for this little detail of populating the earth. If sex was sinful, why would 
God tell Adam and Eve to multiply? 

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

(Genesis 1:28 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

And God promises Abram that he would become the father of a great nation.  

“Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your 
own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’”

(Exodus 32:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

There is another interpretation of not being defiled and being a pure virgin that would also 
make sense. Israel, as God’s Holy Nation, has been described as a virgin presented before 
the Lord. See the examples below.  

“For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present 
you as a pure virgin to Christ.”

(2 Corinthians 11:2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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“Therefore thus says the LORD: Ask among the nations, Who has heard the like of 
this? The virgin Israel has done a very horrible thing.”

(Jeremiah 18:13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

So the Lord has referred to His people as a virgin to Himself. This could be another valid 
way to see this group of people. They may have been single, but they also may have been 
people who were faithful in both marriage and singleness. Christians understand that our 
purity and worth come not from our good work but by the grace of Christ. See 2 
Corinthians 5 below. 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.”

(2 Corinthians 5:21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The crazy reality is that we all may be considered pure and blameless not because of our 
worth but because of Christ. Transferring us into virgin Israel.  

Practical Application  
The most important line in this text is, “It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.”  

Now, there may be an “A” team of spiritual saints in Heaven who have given away 
everything to follow Christ. And we may not be on this team. The goal for every Christian is 
to aspire to walk more closely with Christ. Tailgating a car isn’t appropriate, but tailgating 
Christ is the ideal life. Look at Mark 8. 

“And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

(Mark 8:34 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Satan has been trying to convince people that God isn’t good but that the dragon is 
exemplary and should be followed. We know that it is a lie and that people who accept the 
mark of the beast cannot have their name written in the Lamb's Book of Life. Jesus, the 
Apostles, and now Good Shepherd Church have been given the Holy Mission to Be 
Committed to Christ and to help make others Committed Christ followers.  

In the words of Zach Williams, we need to look “a little more like Jesus and a little less like 
me!” Amen 
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Focus Text 
“Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And 
he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.”


Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who 
made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”


And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 
worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, 
and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, 
and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and 
whoever receives the mark of its name.”


Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of 
God and their faith in Jesus.


And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their 
labors, for their deeds follow them!”

(Revelation 14:6–13 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Good News to the Whole Earth 
“Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.”

(Revelation 14:6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

We see some important characteristics of the coming reign of Jesus. First, it is eternal, 
meaning it has no end. Below is the revelation God gave Daniel about the coming Messiah 
and the eternality of His Kingdom. 

“And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, 
and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”

(Daniel 7:14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom 
shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’”

(Daniel 7:27 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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The nations of the earth all have an expiration date of some sort. It isn’t too far-fetched 
here in John’s revelation to see that one day, there will be one world order where the 
dragon and his beasts control.  

The second characteristic is this kingdom gospel, which means “good news” in Greek. 
The vision John is having can sometimes seem pessimistic with the influence of the devil 
and the persuasion Christ's Followers must endure. However, our earthly endurance is 
nothing compared to an eternal reward. Consider this point: salvation is a gift of grace we 
receive in faith. If we believe that Jesus wants to save us from sinfulness and give us 
citizenship in this perfect kingdom, Jesus will grant us that citizenship. Our citizenship in 
this eternal Kingdom isn’t because we are worthy but because Christ is amazingly 
gracious. That is good news! 

The final characteristic is that this Kingdom of God is available for all nations. God’s desire 
for the salvation of all people is immense. John is recording the final act in human history, 
and even still, some messengers proclaim to all people that they can be forgiven and 
restored to the right relationship with God Almighty. Don’t ever forget this good news! 

Section II Message One: Worship God! 
“And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.”

(Revelation 14:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

We are told in the first message here to “Fear God.” This phrase appears 15 times in the 
entire Bible. The first time shows us in practice what this means practically. Abraham was 
given a male heir after being too old to have children. God promised that through 
Abraham’s promised son Issac, God would make Abraham the father of a great nation. 
Then, seemingly out of nowhere, Abraham is told to go to Mount Moriah and offer his son 
Issac as a sacrifice to God. *Spoiler Alert* An angel of the Lord halts the knife of Abraham 
right before the sacrifice is supposed to take place. Then, in Genesis 22:12, we read: 

“He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that 
you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

(Genesis 22:12 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Fearing God first is a signal of complete trust. Issac is more than a son; he ensures the 
family name will continue. He is the key to God's promise of a great nation. Yet, Abraham 
trusted in God so completely that he was willing to sacrifice this dream of a blessed nation, 
which during this era was the highest honor one could have. We are told to “Fear God” 
with everything we hold dear. Could we put our most precious items on the altar of 
sacrifice before the Lord?  

 of 2 6

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._14:7
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Gen._22:12


9.3.2023 The Apocalypse “3 Messages” Revelation 14:6-13

The stakes of doing this have risen. John is told this is the time of judgment. He was 
alluding to the final judgment of humanity. Then John is reminded that no one can escape 
judgment outside of Christ because the evidence for God is apparent in all of creation. See 
the texts below: 

“For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without excuse.”

(Romans 1:19–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and 
we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, 
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.”

(Acts 14:15 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

There are two forms of revelation or how God has “revealed” Himself to us. The first is 
called “General Revelation.” General Revelation is that we look at the marvel of the cosmos 
and realize that chance and/or humanity did/could not create this. The best atheistic 
creation narrative is the “Big Bang,” from utter nothingness, dark matter over an unknown 
timeframe exploded into matter. Then, from random matter came form and structure. 
Then, from the primordial ooze of creation, life began to emerge. This makes little sense. If 
you look at a beautiful painting, your first thought is, “Who painted this?” Imagine seeing a 
painting and thinking, “I wonder how all these colors spilled onto the page in such a 
manner so precise that it formed this painting?” The “fine-tuning” or “watchmaker” 
positions are that the universe is so well balanced to house life that pure chance seems to 
be statically 0% possible. When humanity looks at creation's vastness, balance, and 
beauty, the only possible answer is that someone has crafted it. Once again, this is a 
general revelation. The second revelation is “Special Revelation.” Christians understand the 
Scriptures to be this special revelation wherein God reveals Himself specifically, such as 
when God revealed Himself to Abraham or Noah or when Jesus came down to earth. 
These records allow us to know God as best as we can as humans. Paul is letting us 
know that even if a culture has not brought the gospel of Christ, they can know fully that 
God exists by the wonder of creation itself. All people can worship God and understand 
through Christ when the Scriptures are brought to them. But, in the larger story, the point 
is that humans are called to worship God!  
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Section III Message Babylon Has Fallen 
“Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she 
who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”

(Revelation 14:8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

So, we are introduced to the nation of Babylon. This is illustrative of the oppressors of 
God’s people. John hears a cry of victory that the mighty nations the devil believed could 
swallow up God’s people are beaten. In Daniel 4, King Nebuchadnezzar  
boasts about how mighty Babylon is! See below. 

“And the king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my 
mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?”

(Daniel 4:30 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

For the Israelites, Babylon represents their defeat, their sin, and finally, the nation God 
allowed to conquer them. In 586 B.C., Babylon overthrew Judah, ransacked the original 
temple, and embarrassed the Jews as they enslaved them. Forever, in the mind of the 
Israelites, Babylon will be a symbol of the world and their attempt at conquering. John will 
see this premise several times throughout Revelation.  

The second part of this message is their ability to sway the nations into debauchery, stated 
here in the ESV as “sexual immorality.” Dr. Robert Mounce states his position this way; 

“It is a symbol of the spirit of godlessness that in every age lures people 
away from the worship of the Creator.”  
1

Babylon, or the kingdom of the world (Satan), tries to convince the world to do whatever 
you’d like: party while the night is young. All while laughing in the face of a Holy, Righteous, 
Creator God who designed the world for order, beauty, and true love, not overwhelming 
lust. The second message to the world is that the Triune God defeated Babylon with all its 
power. The third message is the judgment.  

Section III The Judgement


  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 271.
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Section IV The Cup of Wrath 
“And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 
worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, 
and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, 
and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and 
whoever receives the mark of its name.”

(Revelation 14:9–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The third and final message is a heavenly judgment against those on Earth. In chapter 13, 
anyone who refuses the mark of the beast would be persecuted from a worldly 
perspective. Now, from an eternal and heavenly perspective, we learn the punishment for 
taking the mark of the beast.  

First, we learn about the cup of Wraith. Running through the Old Testament, this concept 
refers to God’s wrath being poured onto the nations. See the text below; 

“For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup with foaming wine, well mixed, and he 
pours out from it, and all the wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the dregs.”

(Psalm 75:8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


“Let their own eyes see their destruction, and let them drink of the wrath of the 
Almighty.”

(Job 21:20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


“Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the 
wine of wrath, and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. They shall drink 
and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that I am sending among them.”

(Jeremiah 25:15–16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


Here, we see that God will pour his wraith full strength on the world. There was a practice 
to save money to mix wine and water. For large gatherings, you wouldn’t serve full-
strength wine. Here, God is informing the nations of the beast. He has the funding, and His 
wrath will not be watered down but brought to the entire strength.  

We see then a nod to Sodom and Gamorra and the fire that the LORD sent to consume 
them. Luke recalls this day. 

“But on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and 
destroyed them all—”

(Luke 17:29 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)
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Then, in the conclusion of the judgment, we are reminded of the words of Jesus.  

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

(Matthew 10:28 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


God’s punishment is eternal. The fire pit will be forever.  

Practical Application  

Most people, seeing the fullness of God’s judgment against the devil and sin, question His 
love and goodness. After all, God is loving and anf kind, so why would he pour His wraith 
out on sinners?  

All sin has been judged with this level of wraith, including on Himself in the person of 
Christ. Let me see if you remember this line as Jesus prepares for the crucifixion. 

“saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, 
but yours, be done.”

(Luke 22:42 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Four cups are to drink from during the Passover meal, and a fifth cup is not to be touched. 
It was a future cup, the cup of wraith, as we learned from Jeremiah 25. This cup was to be 
poured out on those who are enemies of God, as we see here.  

Jesus, in the garden of Gethsemane, asks if there is another way to accomplish the 
world's salvation. However, he is willing to drink the fifth cup of God's wrath with full 
strength so that those who claim Him to be the Messiah could be rescued from that 
suffering.  

The false assumption is that a Christian’s sin is forgotten when accepting Jesus as their 
savior. Jesus’ primary suffering was bodily harm on the cross. So, the payment was an 
escape from physical suffering. That small view of the suffering of Christ does not stand. 
When Jesus went to the cross in a divine mystery that we cannot fully understand, the 
Lord poured the fullness of His wrath upon Himself. The same level of judgment we see 
here in Revelation 14, the cup of wraith full strength, was poured onto Christ because of 
our sinfulness. The goodness of God is realizing that to be Just means that all sin must be 
paid for by wraith. But that God in His goodness through Christ paid for that sin in Himself 
so that we could be written in the Lamb’s book of life and walk with Him eternally! 

When you realize the actual sacrifice on the cross of Christ and the enormity of what Jesus 
has done for you, then see the first message. Worship God because His kindness toward 
you is more than your mortal mind could ever grasp. Amen. 
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Focus Text 
“Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of 
man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. And another 
angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, 
“Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth 
is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the 
earth was reaped.

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 
And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, 
and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle 
and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel 
swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and 
threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden 
outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 
1,600 stadia.”

(Revelation 14:14–20 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Judgment 

We conclude chapter 14 with the final war: Christ and His angels versus the devil and his 
beasts. There are many ways to look at this passage. We will look at two ways to see this.  

Firstly, Dr. Robert Mounce shows an interpretation of this vision as a play on the parable of 
the wheat and tares in Matthew 13. See below. 

“He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’”

(Matthew 13:24–30 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed 
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is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes 
of sin and all law-breakers and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place, there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

(Matthew 13:36–43 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Mounce shares that some scholars argue that Jesus will collect His people as the wheat. 
The secondary angel will collect those who have taken the Mark of the Beast and strike 
them down.  While this presents a more palatable view that Jesus would not strike down 1

any humans, the text does not give us this picture. The more honest picture in this text is 
that the sides of the battle between heaven and earth are taken. In his great offense, the 
dragon has brought the nations and the Anti-Christ together to fight the heavens, hoping 
to overthrow God yet again. This time, however, Christ and His angelic army will not simply 
move the devil to another space. This is the final judgment, as we learned from Chapter 
14. 

“And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.”

(Revelation 14:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The angel’s first message was to worship Christ and prepare for the final judgment to 
begin. Suppose we think back to the Seal of Martyrs. The question was asked, “How long 
O Lord?” See below. 

“They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before 
you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were 
each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow 
servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been.”

(Revelation 6:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 278.
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God reminded the martyrs to rest until the final Christian is slain. This is the time when the 
violence toward God and His people has come to an end.  This is that time. Now, Christ 
will lead his army into battle. 

To get an idea of the scope of this judgment, we see that there is blood about 1,600 stadia 
and about as high as a horse's bridle. One thousand six hundred stadia is about 200 
miles, and a horse's bridle is about five feet tall. There are two ways to see this picture. 
First, in Hebrew 10, as we have learned, can mean “complete or perfect,” and four can 
mean “authority.” This could be 40 x 40, which could signify complete authority over His 
judgment. Or, this could be a reminder of a familiar landmark: the Jordan River is 
approximately 223 miles long. So, as a landmark, this could signify the Jordan running 
complete with blood. Finally, this could recall when Pharoah chased Israel into the Reed 
Sea, and God drowned them. This was a day when the Israelites talked about the sea 
running red with the blood of their enemies. It is a dark day, for sure. 

Justification for Judgement  

Any reasonable person will see this action as a harsh punishment. It would be 
understandable to think this judgment of the world is not loving nor gracious. Yet, as 
Christians, we believe that God is both loving and gracious.  

Below is a collection of scriptures high…or lowlighting humanity's response to a loving 
creator.  

First, we will see the first created humans, Adam and Eve. They also listened to the devil's 
lies, desired to be gods, and wanted the knowledge of evil.  
After this is the tower of Babel. The ziggurat temple that man built to make war with God 
so that they may make a name for themselves.  
Finally, you will see all of the evil committed against God and his witnesses in the vision of 
Revelation. Beginning with the lamb who was slain by humanity paying the price for our 
sinfulness. We may not enjoy the judgment of humanity, but we must acknowledge our 
actions to bring this about.  

“Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated 
from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said 
to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had 
brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a 
city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest 
we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” And the LORD came down to see 
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. And the LORD said, 
“Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the 
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beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that 
they may not understand one another’s speech.” So the LORD dispersed them from 
there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name 
was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And 
from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.”

(Genesis 11:1–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of 
the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths.”

(Genesis 3:1–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”

(Revelation 5:6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation,

 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.”

(Revelation 5:9–10 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and 
their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had 
been.”

(Revelation 6:9–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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“For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them 
to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

(Revelation 7:17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze 
and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”

(Revelation 9:20–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


“The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze 
and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”

(Revelation 9:20–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when 
she bore her child he might devour it.”

(Revelation 12:4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world”

(Revelation 12:9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the 
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.”

(Revelation 12:17 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten 
diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw 
was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And 
to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads 
seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given 
his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, 
and who can fight against it?”

And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 
blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 
And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation,”

(Revelation 13:1–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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9.17.2023 The Apocalypse “The Harvest” Revelation 14:14-20

“Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it 
spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and 
makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was 
healed. It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in 
front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast 
it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that 
was wounded by the sword and yet lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the 
image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause 
those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. Also it causes all, 
both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right 
hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, 
the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let the one 
who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
man, and his number is 666.”

(Revelation 13:11–18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Application 

At Good Shepherd, our Mission is to Be and Make Committed Followers of Jesus Christ. 

To Be a Committed Follower of Jesus, We Learn and Do. Most Christ Followers are 
comfortable trying to learn more about the Bible and also serving others.  

However, we must pay attention to the second half of the mission, which is to Make 
Committed Followers of Christ.  For that, we must Share and Teach.  

Sharing is all about letting people know they can be saved from this judgment. God is so 
gracious that He has already taken that punishment upon Himself and can save anyone 
who comes to HIm.  

Teaching is Mentoring. Guiding Christians to know, serve, and share Christ in their circles.  

Today's question is, “Who can you share the saving news of Jesus with?” 
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9.24.2023 The Apocalypse “The End of God’s Wrath” Revelation 15:1-8

Focus Text 
“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven 
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.

And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who 
had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside 
the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.

And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying, “Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true 
are your ways, O King of the nations!

 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations 
will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, and 
out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, 
bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. And one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who 
lives forever and ever, and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God 
and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were finished.”

(Revelation 15:1–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section I The Conclusion of Judgement 
“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven 
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.”

(Revelation 15:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Chapter 15 can be seen as a moment of pause. In Chapter 16, we will see the conclusion 
of God’s judgment beforehand, though John is shown the actions in heaven. For John, this 
sign is amazing. Paige Patterson in the New American Commentary describes the Greek 
here, and it would be in awe and wonder at what John is seeing.  John would be 1

overwhelmed at the sight of the heavens as the angels prepare for the final judgment.  

This is the final set of “sevens” in Revelation. We had the Seven Churches, Seals, 
Trumpets, and now bowls of wrath. Seven is the perfect number in Hebrew, and these 
stories are all meant to bring us to an understanding of God’s ability to judge and rule 
perfectly.  

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 1

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 298.
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9.24.2023 The Apocalypse “The End of God’s Wrath” Revelation 15:1-8

The word “last” here in Greek is to bring a conclusion. After this final section, John’s vision 
of the “end times” will be complete. This is a somber tone, with the threat of final judgment 
looming.  The mental image would be that of a final battle. Both armies are going to war; it 2

is a somber time; however, this will be the last fight, and the victor will have peace. 

Section II The Song of Moses 
“And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who 
had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside 
the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.

And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying, “Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true 
are your ways, O King of the nations!

 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations 
will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

(Revelation 15:2–4 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The glass mingled with fire is an image of God’s throne. See below. 

“and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes 
in front and behind:”

(Revelation 4:6 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The fire mixed with the glass is a note to the fire of God’s Judgement and coming authority.  

John also sees those who have not yielded to the persecution of the devil and his beasts, 
just as when Jesus appeared with the 144,000. See below. 

“Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who 
had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.”

(Revelation 14:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The victors who have suffered on earth are now safe in God’s Kingdom. Rather than 
suiting up for war, though, they are singing! Dr. Robert Mounce Gives several examples of 
their “Song of Moses,” and we will see some examples of those Old Testament texts 
below.  3

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 283.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 3

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 285.
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9.24.2023 The Apocalypse “The End of God’s Wrath” Revelation 15:1-8

“Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, “I will sing 
to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown 
into the sea.

 The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my 
God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

 The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name.


“Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were 
sunk in the Red Sea.

 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone.

 Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, your right hand, O LORD, shatters the 
enemy.

 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; you send out your 
fury; it consumes them like stubble.

 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; the 
deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.

 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall 
have its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’

 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty 
waters.


“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

 You stretched out your right hand; the earth swallowed them.


“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; you have 
guided them by your strength to your holy abode.

 The peoples have heard; they tremble; pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia.

 Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; all the 
inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.

 Terror and dread fall upon them; because of the greatness of your arm, they are still as 
a stone, till your people, O LORD, pass by, till the people pass by whom you have 
purchased.

 You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, the place, O LORD, 
which you have made for your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have 
established.

 The LORD will reign forever and ever.”

(Exodus 15:1–18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth.

 May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon 
the tender grass, and like showers upon the herb.

 For I will proclaim the name of the LORD; ascribe greatness to our God!”

(Deuteronomy 32:1–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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9.24.2023 The Apocalypse “The End of God’s Wrath” Revelation 15:1-8

The primary point of the song is that all the nations will bow before God and His righteous 
acts. The Nations in Revelation have stood against God; after this final judgment, they will 
have no choice but to acknowledge God as the world's supreme ruler.  

Discussing God’s coming judgment is not popular. Most Christians only want to look 
toward God’s grace, love, and forgiveness. Yet, this song acknowledges that this is right 
and good even in His judgment and doling out punishment to the nations for their 
sinfulness. In society, we have a justice system, and their task, although difficult, is to 
judge, convict, and punish people for their wrongdoing. We live in a created universe, so 
God must also enact His justice when those He made rebel. We can trust, however, that 
His judgment will be perfect. Not too much or too little because God is perfect in love and 
justice.   4

Section III The Temple  
“After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, 
and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in 
pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. And one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who 
lives forever and ever, and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God 
and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were finished.”

(Revelation 15:5–8 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

John sees seven angels emerge from the “tent of witness,” or the holy place in Heaven. 
John spends some time addressing their attire. The pure robes with golden sashes around 
their chests display the holiness of God’s Kingdom. They are pure, bright, dressed in gold, 
and are unblemished. As they proceed, they are given the seven bowls of wrath to pour 
out onto the earth. We will see the fulfillment of this judgment in Chapter 16. Finally, we see 
the sanctuary filled with smoke. This, historically throughout the Old Testament, is a 
symbol of God’s Glory. See below.  5

“And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the 
LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.”

(1 Kings 8:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen and David S. Dockery, vol. 39 of The New 4

American Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2012), 304.

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 5

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 289.

 of 4 6

https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#2888
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#2888
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Rev._15:5
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#1Kings_8:10
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#171339
https://accordance.bible/link/read/NAC-42#171339


9.24.2023 The Apocalypse “The End of God’s Wrath” Revelation 15:1-8

“Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in 
fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled 
greatly.”

(Exodus 19:18 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

In this case, the Holy Place is off-limits until the final Judgement. This a sign that God’s 
judgment is severe and worship will not begin again until after the final battle.  

Application 
“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold 
your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away 
your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, 
do so to them.

“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back 
the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is 
kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”

He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall 
into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will 
be like his teacher. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not 
notice the log that is in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let 
me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is 
in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.”

(Luke 6:27–42 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

One of the nasty habits Christians have is trying to expect unsaved people to live a right 
and holy life. We are to remind fellow believers to avoid sin, but this family issue does not 
apply to the outside world. In Luke, Jesus reminds the Church that we are to love the 
outsider and hate our sinfulness more than others. 
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9.24.2023 The Apocalypse “The End of God’s Wrath” Revelation 15:1-8

Here, in the final judgment, we see Christ's Followers in Heaven for a brief moment. They 
are not putting on armor for war. As a matter of fact, throughout Revelation, Humanity has 
not attacked the followers of the devil. 

Instead, as described in Revelation, we are safe in His Heaven because of our devotion to 
God despite the persecution.  

We are to love the unbeliever and share Christ's saving grace with them. And we are to 
hate the sins in our own lives and ask God to heal us further. 

Here is a prayer for us over the coming week.


“Father, you are the ruler and judge over the world. One day, you will offer complete 
and perfect justice for the evil in this place. Please help me to trust your judgment over 
my own. Lord, help me to love the unbelievers in my life, and give me the courage to 
share your good news with them. Jesus, there is a Log in my eye that I am ashamed of; 
please remove it from me today. I trust you as the great healer. If another Log should 
float into my eye, I am sorry; please remove that as well. Thank you, wonderful healer, in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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10.1.2023 The Apocalypse “7 Bowls of Wrath” Revelation 16:1-21

Focus Text 
“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out 
on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”

So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful 
sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.

The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a 
corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea.

The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they 
became blood.

And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is 
and who was, for you brought these judgments.

 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood 
to drink. It is what they deserve!”

And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your 
judgments!”

The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people 
with fire. They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who 
had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory.

The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was 
plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of 
heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.

The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was 
dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the 
false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing 
signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on 
the great day of God the Almighty. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the 
one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and 
be seen exposed!”) And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called 
Armageddon.

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been 
since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great city was split into 
three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, 
to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. And every island fled 
away, and no mountains were to be found. And great hailstones, about one hundred 
pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the 
hail, because the plague was so severe.”

(Revelation 16:1–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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10.1.2023 The Apocalypse “7 Bowls of Wrath” Revelation 16:1-21

As we begin to unpack the final seven bowls, it is vital to note some of these plagues will 
be a reminder of the plagues of Egypt. This is the final liberation of the world. 

Section I The Earth 
“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out 
on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”

So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful 
sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.”

(Revelation 16:1–2 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This first bowl is a reminder of the sixth plague in Egypt. Painful boils on those who took 
the mark of the Beast. The Greek here puts us in the frame of mind for excruciating pain. 

“It shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt and become boils breaking out in 
sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” So they took soot from the 
kiln and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses threw it in the air, and it became boils 
breaking out in sores on man and beast. And the magicians could not stand before 
Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the magicians and upon all the 
Egyptians.”

(Exodus 9:9–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section II The Waters 
“The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a 
corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea.

The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they 
became blood.

And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is 
and who was, for you brought these judgments.

 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood 
to drink. It is what they deserve!”


And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your 
judgments!”

(Revelation 16:3–7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

We will take the second and third plagues as one because they cover all the earth's 
waters. The water bowls harken back to the first plague of Egypt when the Nile was turned 
to blood. 

The sea is given the blood of a corpse. This is a symbol. In the Levitical law, God declared 
that the life of a creature was in the blood. See Below. This blood is the opposite; its life is 
gone and warrants only death.  
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10.1.2023 The Apocalypse “7 Bowls of Wrath” Revelation 16:1-21

The angelic warriors then remind the world why the waters have been turned to death 
because of the saints and prophets who were sent and killed. We must never forget the 
love of the Father for His children and the vengeance that takes place because of how the 
world has spilled their blood.  

“And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your 
hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all 
their pools of water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood 
throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’”

(Exodus 7:19 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“For the life of every creature is its blood: its blood is its life. Therefore I have said to 
the people of Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of every 
creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.”

(Leviticus 17:14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section II The Sun 
“The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people 
with fire. They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who 
had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory.”

(Revelation 16:8–9 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

This is the first bowl that does not mimic the plagues of Egypt. It was a common metaphor 
that God would destroy the world by fire in the final judgment. God told Noah that he 
would never use water again after the great flood. In his writings to the Church, the Apostle 
Peter brings this metaphor to the spotlight. See below. Also, as discussed earlier, fire from 
heaven is known as a Divine form of judgment.  

Here, we also see a needed picture of what those who choose to follow the beast are like. 
The implication would be that repentance and forgiveness would still be possible. Yet, as 
Satan’s army is losing this war, there is no sign of a white flag to be waved. As David wrote 
in Psalm 14:1, “The fool says in their heart, “There is no God.” If those who took the mark 
of the beast would ask for forgiveness, the Lord would forgive them. Instead, like fools, 
they would rather suffer than ask. 

“But by the same word, the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, 
being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.”

(2 Peter 3:7 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.””

(Psalm 14:1 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 
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10.1.2023 The Apocalypse “7 Bowls of Wrath” Revelation 16:1-21

Section III The Nations  
“The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was 
plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of 
heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.”

(Revelation 16:10–11 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)


While keeping the fourth bowl in mind, the sun is scorching the earth, then all light 
disappears, and the world is left in darkness. The beast's throne and its kingdom refer to 
the nations—the corrupt world powers who are to take the mark of the beast and 
persecute the Christians. For John, this would have been Rome.  

We are now seeing the ninth plague of Egypt, total darkness. Rome was known as the 
light to the world, the empire that could never crumble. Here in the fifth bowl, the nations 
are in total darkness. Close your eyes, that level of darkness.  

We then get a sound from the city. It's not a sight because the world is in darkness. It is 
the sound of anguish and pride. As those who follow the beast continue in this divine 
punishment, they don’t recant, repent, or admit that they have wronged God and His 
people. The blood of the Christians is on their hands, yet their pride keeps them from 
turning from their deeds to Christ for forgiveness. 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may 
be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.”

(Exodus 10:21–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section IV The Battlefield 
“The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was 
dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the 
false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing 
signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on 
the great day of God the Almighty. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the 
one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and 
be seen exposed!”) And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called 
Armageddon.”

(Revelation 16:12–16 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

The Euphrates River was the eastern border for most of the Roman Empire. Scholars are 
divided on what the role of the Eastern Kings would be. In John’s lifetime, Rome feared the 
empires of the East, especially Persia. Given that the fifth bowl is an attack on the nations 
with darkness, this would seem to be another assault on Rome.  
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To make this scene more odd, the devil and his beasts are depicted as unclean frogs. This 
resembles the second plague in Egypt, where frogs rained from the sky. In John’s vision, 
the devil and his beasts appearing as frogs show us they are unclean spirits. Not spirits 
who hold that Jesus Christ is Lord. The devil draws the nations in for a final battle. 

Jesus speaks as He did in Matthew 24. See below. He is making it known that He is 
coming soon and for those on earth to remain vigilant until He comes.  

Then, the final battleground is formed in a valley near Mt. Carmel. A place known as Har-
Megiddo. This is the final place where God will face off against Satan, and the onslaught 
will be done. 

“But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your country with frogs. The 
Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into your house and into your bedroom 
and on your bed and into the houses of your servants and your people, and into your 
ovens and your kneading bowls.”

(Exodus 8:2–3 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.”

(Matthew 24:42–44 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Section V The Final Bowl 
“The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been 
since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great city was split into 
three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, 
to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. And every island fled 
away, and no mountains were to be found. And great hailstones, about one hundred 
pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the 
hail, because the plague was so severe.”

(Revelation 16:17–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

As the final bowl is poured into the air, we see the whole of creation react. Just as with the 
sixth seal in Rev. 6. From the prophet Ezekiel, the Day of the Lord would have giant hail 
and earthquakes. Finally, we see the seventh plague, great hail pelting everyone here, 
though the acts are ramped up to 11! 100-pound hailstones would kill anything they hit.  
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As expected, this is to be seen as the final onslaught. God is pouring all His wrath and full 
strength on those who have followed the devil and his beasts. 

“When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, 
and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the 
stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a 
gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place.”

(Revelation 6:12–14 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of Israel, declares the 
Lord GOD, my wrath will be roused in my anger. For in my jealousy and in my blazing 
wrath I declare, On that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The 
fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping 
things that creep on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the earth, 
shall quake at my presence. And the mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs 
shall fall, and every wall shall tumble to the ground. I will summon a sword against Gog 
on all my mountains, declares the Lord GOD. Every man’s sword will be against his 
brother. With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will 
rain upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with him torrential rains 
and hailstones, fire and sulfur.”

(Ezekiel 38:18–22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there 
may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in 
the land of Egypt.”

(Exodus 9:22 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

Application

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one 
evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so 
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
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something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

(Romans 12:9–21 The Holy Bible, English Standard Version) 

There are two points made in the seven bowls of wrath. 

1. God is just in this judgment. The world has spilled the blood of His people, and He has 
the right to avenge them. 

2. The prideful people refuse to admit their wrongdoings and ask God’s forgiveness.  

Paul here in Romans reminds us to live peaceable and loving lives and trust the Lord for 
His judgment.  

As Christians, we should be “weird.” We love and want all people to find the salvation and 
restoration that Jesus offers. Our work in the world is to Be and Make Committed 
Followers of Jesus Christ. All while knowing a section of the world can’t stand us. The 
saints of the past were killed for their faith because the world hated them. But, we are to 
stand out anyway in Holy Rebellion. We will love when hated. Forgive when wronged. We 
will share Jesus when told to be silent. We will rejoice in Christ, even if it is suffering and 
death. Be weird, my friends. Amen.
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Focus Text 
“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, 
I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of 
whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” And he carried me 
away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that 
was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman 
was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, 
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual 
immorality. And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, 
mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” And I saw the woman, drunk with 
the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled 
greatly. But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the 
woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. The beast 
that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to 
destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and 
is not and is to come. This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman is seated; they are also seven kings, five of whom 
have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must 
remain only a little while. As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it 
belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. And the ten horns that you saw are 
ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive authority as 
kings for one hour, together with the beast. These are of one mind, and they hand over 
their power and authority to the beast. They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb 
will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are 
called and chosen and faithful.” And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, 
where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 
And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will 
make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, for God 
has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing 
over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. And the woman 
that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.” 

(Revelation 17:1–18, ESV) 

As we begin to unpack this story, two pieces should be noted.  

First, we see that this is read like a parable from Jesus. The story is given, and the angel 
explains the details to John.  

Secondly, this explains why the earth must endure the bowls of the wrath being poured 
out.  
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Section I The Story  
“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, 
I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of 
whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” And he carried me 
away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that 
was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman 
was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, 
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual 
immorality. And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, 
mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” And I saw the woman, drunk with 
the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled 
greatly.” (Revelation 17:1–6, ESV)


After the seven bowls of wrath, John is met by one of the angels who poured the bowl of 
wrath. He is introduced to another seductive woman who is a prostitute. We have seen 
Mother Israel before as the dragon tried to consume her. This woman is a seductress, and 
her role is to lure the kings of the earth (nations) in to drink and fornicate with her.   1

John is carried away yet again, this time into the wilderness. We then are introduced to the 
bloodied beast we met in chapter 13 of Revelation. See below. This beast, as we know, 
represents the nations of the earth. This woman sits atop the nations as its commander.  

John then is given a description of her, and she is scandalous and beautiful. She has on 
purple, which represents royalty. Scarlet which may be a symbol of the blood of the saints. 
She is adorned with fine jewels, symbolizing great wealth. Finally, she is holding a cup of 
great abominations. The word in Greek means detestable; the sight of this makes God 
sick, but it is packed with lust and sin and lures the kings of the earth to drink from it. This 
golden cup parallels Jeremiah, where Babylon, the great city, leads people astray with the 
wine from their great golden cup. See below. Finally, this woman is drunk on none other 
than the blood of the saints. She has enjoyed her power and has a false sense of victory, 
killing Christians and becoming intoxicated with the thought of killing more of them.  

“And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten 
diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.” (Revelation 13:1, ESV)


“Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, making all the earth drunken; the 
nations drank of her wine; therefore the nations went mad.” (Jeremiah 51:7, ESV)


  G. K. Beale, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New International 1

Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Carlisle, Cumbria: W.B. Eerdmans; 
Paternoster Press, 1999), 848.
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Section II The Woman and the Beast 
“And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly. But the angel said to me, “Why do you 
marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and 
ten horns that carries her. The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise 
from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names 
have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to 
see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.” (Revelation 17:6–8, ESV)


The image here is that John is “slack-jawed” at this woman and her evil deeds. Now we 
begin to see what these figures are as the angel starts to unpack who she and the beast 
are for John.  

The first note about the beast is that it is a finite creature. It is not a god; it has a beginning 
and an end. This directly contrasts God, the Alpha (beginning), and the Omega (end). See 
below.  

The beast comes from the abyss and is going on to its destruction. Those who have taken 
the beast mark will marvel at it. Yet, God reminds us that this beast will be destroyed 
because, to the earth, it is impressive, but to God, this beast is temporary.  
 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8, ESV)


Section III  The Kings of the Earth 
“This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman is seated; they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other 
has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. As for the 
beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to 
destruction. And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received 
royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the 
beast. These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the 
beast. They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord 
of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 
(Revelation 17:9–14, ESV)


So now we see the seven heads of the beast are compared to the kings of the earth.  

There is a range of who these kings may be. For John, when seeing this vision, most 
people would agree that these represent the Caesars of Rome. Others have argued that 
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these are different empires in the ancient world. Some of the protestant Reformers argued 
these were corrupted Popes  in the Roman Catholic Church.  2 3

The reality is we don’t fully know. In the past tense, the Roman emperors make sense. In a 
future sense, those in power succumb to the demonic temptation to deny Christ and 
follow Satan in his battle to overthrow the heavens.  4

Finally, we see a timeless reality of Satan and those who are drawn to follow him. The 
devil’s only mission is to war against Christ and His Holy People.  

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.” 
(Ephesians 6:12–13, ESV)


Jesus isn’t like the beast of the devil. The beast is a temporary evil that will be put to an 
end. Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He has no end, and no enemy can 
defeat Him.  

Section IV The Betrayal 
“And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, 
are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. And the ten horns that you 
saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, 
and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, for God has put it into their hearts to 
carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the 
beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. And the woman that you saw is the great city 
that has dominion over the kings of the earth.” (Revelation 17:15–18, ESV)


Finally, we see that the woman, the seductress meant to portray Rome, will fall to the 
people and the nations. So, the woman is a stepping stone to the final stop. She is lustful 
pleasure, but the real end game is to worship the beast of Satan. Rebellions of people 
overthrew Rome. Nations rise and fall, and the most powerful nations will be both loved 
and hated. Because Satan the great dragon is only using them as a stepping stone for 
people to worship him instead of God or earthly nations.  

 John Wesley, Explanatory Notes upon the New Testament, Fourth American Edition. (New 2

York: J. Soule and T. Mason, 1818), 746.

  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, vol. 39, The New American Commentary 3

(Nashville, TN: B&H, 2012), 323–324.

  M. Eugene Boring, Revelation, Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for Teaching and 4

Preaching (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1989), 183.
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One of the central themes in the book of Revelation is that the beauty of the seductress 
would deceive people that they would take the mark of the beast. Now we see that the 
devil is so fical that when that happens, he will allow the nations that endorsed him to be 
destroyed because they take worship away from him.  

Application 

For John and his fellow Apostles, they understood suffering well. It is apparent that the 
goal of this woman, who is a representation of Rome and possibly another world 
superpower to come, is to persecute Christians. All of the original 12 followers of Jesus 
were persecuted, and 11 were martyred horrifically; even now, John is on an Island as an 
exile sent to perish.  

The text about God’s judgment in a nation allowing freedom of religion can make one 
forget the painful price thousands have paid to follow Jesus, even losing their lives. 

Sadder yet, we are to love our enemies.  

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold 
your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away 
your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, 
do so to them. “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, 
what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful.” (Luke 6:27–36, ESV)


Those who follow the seduction of sin do not realize that they both offend God and that 
the devil is just using humanity as a stepping stone to make war against Jesus. We are to 
love and share the good news with our neighbors because Jesus truly does love them.   

So when we see people who don’t like Christianity, our first response should be empathy 
and love. We serve the good and eternal King who wants to save them, too. Amen.  
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Focus Text 
“After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and 
the earth was made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, “Fallen, 
fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for 
every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and 
detestable beast. For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual 
immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” Then I 
heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you take 
part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
and God has remembered her iniquities. Pay her back as she herself has paid back 
others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she 
mixed. As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment 
and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and 
mourning I shall never see.’ For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death 
and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord 
God who has judged her.” And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual 
immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the 
smoke of her burning. They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, “Alas! 
Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has 
come.” And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys 
their cargo anymore, cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, 
scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles 
of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, 
frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and 
slaves, that is, human souls. “The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, 
and all your delicacies and your splendors are lost to you, never to be found again!” 
The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of 
her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, “Alas, alas, for the great city that was 
clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with 
pearls! For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” And all shipmasters 
and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and cried out 
as they saw the smoke of her burning, “What city was like the great city?” And they 
threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, “Alas, alas, for the 
great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single hour 
she has been laid waste. Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and 
prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!” Then a mighty angel took 
up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “So will Babylon the 
great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; and the sound of 
harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you no more, 
and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and the sound of the mill will 
be heard in you no more, and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and the 
voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your merchants were 
the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery. And in her 
was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on 
earth.” (Revelation 18:1–24, ESV) 
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Section I Fallen Babylon 
“After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and 
the earth was made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, “Fallen, 
fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for 
every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and 
detestable beast. For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual 
immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” Then I 
heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you take 
part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
and God has remembered her iniquities. Pay her back as she herself has paid back 
others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she 
mixed. As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment 
and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and 
mourning I shall never see.’ For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death 
and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord 
God who has judged her.” (Revelation 18:1–8, ESV) 

John then is given more explanation and rationale for the fall of Babylon/Rome. In the 
future, there may be a great empire like that of Rome, and in the final days of judgment, 
God will convict them of sin. In this example, we will use what John sees as the Roman 
Empire to help us walk through this story.   1

First, we see an angel coming down in bright glory. Some scholars think this may be a nod 
to the glory of the Lord resting on Earth in chapter 21.  But the angel pronounces to us 2

that the great empire of Babylon is falling. This warning is seen throughout the Old 
Testament that the great Babylonian empire would fall for their sins against God and His 
people. See Isaiah below.  

Babylon then is compared to everything unclean. Birds, pigs, spirits, she is offensive to 
God and His laws and does everything outside the natural order.  

It would appear that God is unjustly handling their sins because He is punishing them 
doubly. However, this could be a confusion between Greek and Hebrew. In Hebrew, 

  Harvey J. S. Blaney, “Revelation ,” in Hebrews-Revelation, vol. 6, The Wesleyan Bible 1

Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1966), 495.

  Beale, G. K. The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text. New International 2

Greek Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI; Carlisle, Cumbria: W.B. Eerdmans; 
Paternoster Press, 1999. 
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“double” can also mean “equivalent.” God is giving them the same type of punishment that 
they have done to His people.  3

The great empire of Babylon/Rome claimed it would never be alone and would never see 
pain regardless of the pain it inflicted on the rest of the world, especially Christians. God is 
warning that their invincible claims will be over within a day, and fire, the symbol of 
judgment, will be over this great empire.  

“And behold, here come riders, horsemen in pairs!” And he answered, “Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon; and all the carved images of her gods he has shattered to the ground.” 

(Isaiah 21:9, ESV) 

Section II Meal Ticket  
“And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with 
her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. They will 
stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, “Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, 
Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come.” And the merchants of the earth 
weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, cargo of gold, silver, 
jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all 
kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, 
cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and 
sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. “The fruit for which your 
soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your splendors are lost to 
you, never to be found again!” The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from 
her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, “Alas, alas, 
for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, 
with jewels, and with pearls! For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” 
And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood 
far off and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, “What city was like the 
great city?” And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, 
“Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! 
For in a single hour she has been laid waste. Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you 
saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!” 

(Revelation 18:9–20, ESV) 

  G. K. Beale, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New International 3

Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Carlisle, Cumbria: W.B. Eerdmans; 
Paternoster Press, 1999), 901.
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Most of this text deals with those who gained riches from Babylon, looking at her 
destruction in a single hour and weeping that their wealth and prosperity have 
disappeared. G. K. Beale notes that Babylon has been stripped away as a demonic 
skeleton, and those watching mourn the loss of their great and wealthy city.  4

Harvey Blaney states, 

“The Roman traders had made their money by appealing to the 
“heartless luxury” of its people, and it was true then as it is now that 
people will do anything, even commit the most cold-blooded murders, 
for money and what money will provide. Avarice and luxury are cardinal 
vices.” 
5

Even in their mourning, we see their sins. They are not sad because the great city is 
burning; their greed and lust are gone, which is what they long for. As stated, this is a 
demonic and unclean place, and now those who have benefited most from this sin weep 
that their vices burn.  

Section III Forever Gone  
“Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, 
saying, “So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found 
no more; and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will 
be heard in you no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, 
and the sound of the mill will be heard in you no more, and the light of a lamp will shine 
in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for 
your merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your 
sorcery. And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have 
been slain on earth.” (Revelation 18:21–24, ESV) 

The third and final section of the judgment of Babylon/Rome/Future Empire is that a great 
millstone would be thrown into the sea, and just like that heavy stone, it would never rise 
again. Millstones were heavy grinding stones for milling grains. In the ancient world, this 
would mainly be wheat. See picture below. 

  G. K. Beale, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New International 4

Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Carlisle, Cumbria: W.B. Eerdmans; 
Paternoster Press, 1999), 894.

   Harvey J. S. Blaney, “Revelation ,” in Hebrews-Revelation, vol. 6, The Wesleyan Bible 5

Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1966), 495.
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Jesus uses the analogy of the millstone in describing those who cause people to sin. The 
modern example we have is mobsters fashioning people's concrete shoes to take a swim. 
The idea is the heavy stone will never float; it will only sink. In Babylon’s case, she will never 
rise again.   

This section parallels the prophet Jeremiah talking about the literal kingdom of Babylon. 
Jeremiah made it known that the kingdom would never be remembered at the end of their 
judgment. 

As the story of the great empire ends, the truth finally emerges. They have convinced the 
world into deception and found the blood of prophets and saints of God.  

“And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one 
through whom they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around 
his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little 
ones to sin.” (Luke 17:1–2, ESV) 

“Therefore wild beasts shall dwell with hyenas in Babylon, and ostriches shall dwell in 
her. She shall never again have people, nor be inhabited for all generations.” 

(Jeremiah 50:39, ESV) 

“and say, ‘O Lord, you have said concerning this place that you will cut it off, so that 
nothing shall dwell in it, neither man nor beast, and it shall be desolate forever.’ When 
you finish reading this book, tie a stone to it and cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, 
and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster that I am 
bringing upon her, and they shall become exhausted.’ ” Thus far are the words of 
Jeremiah.” (Jeremiah 51:62–64, ESV) 
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Application 

“Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 
with you, as you have said. Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it 
may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.” 
(Amos 5:14–15, ESV) 

One of the most common themes in the Old Testament is dealing with the injustice we see 
in the world.  

Babylon represents nations who do what is detestable before God. The most extreme of 
which is killing His people.  

The fall of Babylon gives Christians hope that one day, the world's evil will be dealt with by 
God’s mighty hand. He will pay Babylon equal to her sins against Him and His people.  

Even as we see war in Israel and Ukraine. Corruption in Governments, both domestic and 
foreign. And we see those with power abusing those without. A day is coming when God 
will set all things right. 

“and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15, ESV) 

Amen. 
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Focus Text 
“After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory 
and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just; 
for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with 
her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his 
servants.” Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from 
her goes up forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders and the 
four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was 
seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the 
throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, 
you who fear him, small and great.” Then I heard what seemed to 
be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the 
righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write 
this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 
Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
 (Revelation 19:1–10, ESV)
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Section I The Great Celebration
“After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for his 
judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the 
earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” Once 
more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” And the 
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was 
seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice 
saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” 
(Revelation 19:1–5, ESV)

We are reminded again of the great multitude in heaven and then introduced to the first 
chorus of “Hallelujah!” 

252 ἁλληλουϊά (hallēlouia): n.pr.; ≡ DBLHebr 2146 + 3363, also 2149; Str 239; TDNT 
1.264—LN 33.363 hallelujah, praise Yahweh (Rev 19:1, 3, 4, 6+)
n. noun, or nouns pr. proper (i.e., not common, but very limited in scope)  1

This celebration has several elements. First, it belongs to God’s character that He is 
trustworthy and just in His judgments. Then, it moves to Babylon (Chapter 18) for her 
corruption of His creation. Third, we see justice brought to the martyrs. This is a 
remembrance of the question “How long, oh Lord?” in chapter 6. See below.  

The next section of hallelujahs reminds us of the prophet Isaiah and the judgment of 
Edom. Babylon will not rise again, and God’s judgment of her is forever. See below. For the 
Christians, especially the Martyrs, this gives them great hope, knowing Nero and the 
others will never be persecuted again. 

Then, the final hallelujah again points us back to God and the power of His judgments. 
Those who fear the Lord and serve Him celebrate their safety in His Kingdom.  

“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud 
voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Revelation 6:9–10, ESV)

  DBLHebr Swanson, A Dictionary of Biblical Languages With Semantic Domains: Hebrew (Old 1

Testament)

Str Strong’s Lexicon 
TDNT Ki<el, Theological Dic5onary of the New Testament 
LN Louw-Nida Greek-English Lexicon 
+ I have cited every reference in regard to this lexeme discussed under this definiFon. 
 James Swanson, Dic5onary of Biblical Languages with Seman5c Domains: Greek (New 
Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997).

 of 2 4



10.22.2023 The Apocalypse "The Praise of the Lamb" Revelation 19/1-10

“And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulfur; her land 
shall become burning pitch. Night and day it shall not be quenched; its smoke shall go 
up forever. From generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it 
forever and ever.” (Isaiah 34:9–10, ESV)

Section II The Marriage Supper
“And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, you 
who fear him, small and great.” Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, 
crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and 
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has 
made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”
— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write 
this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he 
said to me, “These are the true words of God.” Then I fell down at his feet to worship 
him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy.” (Revelation 19:5–10, ESV)

Now, the celebration has grown. The sound like thunder has erupted in Heaven, and 
we see for the first time this isn’t from angels but the Christians praising God with such 
enthusiasm that to John, this is like the billows of thunder.  

The final hallelujah is an invitation for the marriage of the Lamb. For John and us, this 
brings us back to one of the parables of Jesus—the Great Banquet. 

“He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. 
For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” When one of those who reclined at 
table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat 
bread in the kingdom of God!” But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet 
and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those 
who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began to 
make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. 
Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go 
to examine them. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported these things to his 
master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind 
and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still 
there is room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges 
and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those 
men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ ”” (Luke 14:12–24, ESV)
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One interesting note: parables are ways to help us understand God’s Kingdom with 
Earthly stories, which have absurd elements. The absurdity is that a great Master of the 
ruling class would never stoop so low as to invite the homeless and the crippled to 
their great banquet.  

But God loves all people and desires that all come to find Him in salvation through 
Jesus Christ. The Marriage Banquet of the Lamb is a celebration for those who on 
earth were low in status but have now become sons and daughters to the King of 
Kings. And those who refused because they were too rich, powerful, and busy won’t 
taste the riches of the true Kingdom.  

Finally, we see the Church in all Her beauty. As they have served Christ faithfully, the 
Christians dress in the finest linens prepared to be presented to Christ!  

The story closes with a reminder humans and angels all worship at the feet of Christ. 

Application

“Delayed Gratification” is putting away temptations today for a more significant victory 
tomorrow. 

God blesses His children today, but this is not your full or final blessing. Being in God’s 
house and being presented to Christ as a part of His bride is the greatest gift you will 
ever receive. Don’t worry about the world and it’s enticement. Instead, love and serve 
God, and one day, you will rejoice that He pulled you off the street and brought you into 
His House. Amen. 
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Focus Text 
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no 
one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which 
he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 
and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword 
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his 
thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. Then I saw an angel 
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly 
overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh 
of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of 
all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” And I saw the beast and the kings of 
the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the 
horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet 
who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive 
into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the sword that came 
from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with 
their flesh.” (Revelation 19:11–21, ESV)

Section I The King has come!
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no 
one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which 
he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 
and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword 
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his 
thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” 
(Revelation 19:11–16, ESV)

Now, the story's hero is here to counter the rise of the dragon, the beast, and the Anti-
Christ. The first part of Christ’s arrival is descriptive; these descriptors tell us something 
about Jesus. The white horse he rides is a symbol of His holiness. His title here is 
“Faithful and True,” disclosing yet again that all of His judgments are fair and correct 
and He is a King that can be trusted, unlike the kings of the earth. We also see that he 
is clothed in a robe dripping with blood. This parallels a text in Isaiah where God is 
covered in blood after judging those who have made war on His people. As seen in 
chapter 14, we know that Jesus has swung His sickle and pressed down the winepress 
of judgment. His name is His alone, signifying that He stands as one above all else. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are God make no mistake about their stature. He is the 
commander of the armies of heaven. All of the angelic warriors we have seen in 
Revelation who, by human standards, are overwhelming bow to their King and 
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commander. We see the sword from His mouth and His iron rod to bring about God's 
fury against the dragon, beast, and anti-Christ. He is above all, and by His name, every 
knee will bow, and tongue will confess He is Lord! (Philip. 2:9-11) 

“Why is your apparel red, and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? “I 
have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod 
them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my 
garments, and stained all my apparel. For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and 
my year of redemption had come.” (Isaiah 63:2–4, ESV)

“So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the 
earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was 
trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s 
bridle, for 1,600 stadia.” (Revelation 14:19–20, ESV)

“but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked.” (Isaiah 11:4, ESV)

“Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9–11, ESV)

Section II A One-sided War
“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds 
that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” And I saw the beast 
and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was 
sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the 
false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who 
had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were 
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the 
sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds 
were gorged with their flesh.” (Revelation 19:17–21, ESV)

As we move from awe and wonder to the battlefield, Har-Megiddo has been waiting for 
the devil and his forces to wage one last war to claim heaven and the Kingdom of God. 
Well, devil, here’s the fight you have wanted; let’s see how this goes! 

What follows is a poem. The first and last stanzas are the birds who will enjoy a great 
meal at the expense of the losers. It is not uncommon in Northwest Ohio to see a wake 
of vultures around a deer's carcass after being hit by a car. The angel gives an 
insulting call for the war, taunting the devil and his army. 
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Then, the beast and the anti-Christ were thrown alive into a furnace with fire and sulfur. 
This is an image of God’s eternal judgment on them. This imagery is used in Isaiah and 
Daniel to show God’s fiery judgment.  

The others, the kings of the earth, are now given the less cruel option of just being 
defeated. Then, the birds enjoy their dinner. 

We have spent so much time seeing Satan trying to overcome God and HIs armies. 
The writing here is meant to be insulting because Christ cast away all these enemies in 
what almost seems like a joke.  

“For a burning place has long been prepared; indeed, for the king it is made ready, its 
pyre made deep and wide, with fire and wood in abundance; the breath of the Lord, like 
a stream of sulfur, kindles it.” (Isaiah 30:33, ESV)

“I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And 
as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned 
with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives 
were prolonged for a season and a time.” (Daniel 7:11–12, ESV)

Application 
We need Hope.

“Nearly 4 in 10 (39.3%) adults reported symptoms of anxiety or depression in February 
2021, compared to 32.3 percent in 2023.”1

Young and older people look at what they understand as evil in the world and falsely 
believe no one can stop it.  

Jesus can. He is not just one of the boys but a friend who encourages you in sad 
times. Yes, He can and does love and encourage people. Yes, He is kind and gracious. 
Yes, He did come in humility to save the world. But also, Christ is God! His name 
cannot be spoken, and His authority and judgments are true and should be trusted. 
One of the ways to restore hope to the world is to claim a BIG view of Christ. Christ can 
and will put away evil. Christ can save us from our sins. Christ is the King of Kings and 
should always be viewed with awe and wonder. The world doesn’t need another 
powerless friend. Instead, we remind the world of the power of Christ. Amen. 

 Accessed at “https://www.kff.org/mental-health/press-release/latest-federal-data-show-that-1

young-people-are-more-likely-than-older-adults-to-be-experiencing-symptoms-of-anxiety-or-
depression/#:~:text=The mental health and substance,to 32.3 percent in 2023.”
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Focus Text 
“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who 
is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, 
and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, 
until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 
Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge 
was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the 
testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 
beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. 
They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign 
with him for a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:1–6, ESV) 

Section I The Millena  
Throughout Revelation, we have been able to see how the numbers could be either literal 
or symbolic and sometimes both. As we close the book, we read the most known section 
of John’s vision as people have debated when these events occur for years. 

Some people see this text as the time of the rapture when Jesus will come and rule before 
the great tribulation and take the saints home with him. Pre-millennia. 

Some believe the thousand-year reign will happen according to the timeline in the Book of 
Revelation. Jesus will come after the great tribulation to rule and reign. Post-millennia. 

Finally, some believe that the thousand-year reign is happening now, and there will not be 
literal thousand-year periods. The final event will be a great judgment. A-millennia. 

Paige Patterson, who believes these are literal thousand-year periods, also acknowledges 
that this time of rule for Christ could be a long time, a play on the number 10, the perfect 
number. He takes it literally only because this section mentions it several times.  We do not 1

know when, where, or how these periods will or may have already happened. I would ask 
the reader to set aside their bias for a moment and see the vision as the narrative that it is. 
We do not want to miss the great redemption of Christ because of a time frame that we 
cannot fully know. 

The point of today’s text is the vindication and celebration with Christ and the martyrs!  

   Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, vol. 39, The New American Commentary 1

(Nashville, TN: B&H, 2012), 352–353.
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I agree with Dr. Robert Mounce on this point. 

“The tendency of many interpreters at this point is to become 
apologists for a particular view of the millennium. Without denying the 
significance of this important passage, it should not be elevated 
above such basic themes as the return of Christ, the final judgment 
and removal of all wickedness, and the splendor of the eternal 
state.” 
2

Section II Satan Bound  
“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who 
is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, 
and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, 
until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.” 
(Revelation 20:1–3, ESV) 

The first part of this story is meant to humiliate the great and scary dragon. The devil has 
desired to rule the heavens and be God. In chapter 19, Christ easily wipes away all of the 
Devil’s handiwork without fighting or struggling. Now, not Christ but one of His holy angels 
comes and binds up Satan in the bottomless pit because Satan has one more job to do, 
which will be covered in the next portion of chapter 20.  

The main point in section one is that nations can no longer be deceived. When the devil’s 
influence is removed, everyone must witness God is the ruler over all things.  

Section II The King and His Priesthood 
“Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge 
was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the 
testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 
beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. 
They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign 
with him for a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:4–6, ESV) 

John sees the thrones in heaven for those who can judge Israel and the nations. This is for 
God and His followers. In Matthew 19, Jesus tells his disciples. 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 2

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 360.
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“Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a 
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.” (Matthew 19:28–29, ESV) 

“At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on 
the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and 
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. Around the 
throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.” 

(Revelation 4:2–4, ESV) 

These thrones are the thrones of the tribes of Israel and the Apostles. The nations will now 
see God’s true authority. And the people of God who have been last according to the 
world will now be first with Christ as our King! 

Next, we see the first resurrection. This has some debate attached. John is using the 
martyrs in this story, those who have lost their heads for Christ’s sake. So is this first 
resurrection for all Christians, or only for the martyrs? This story belongs to the martyrs for 
a specific reason.  

The main point of this millennial reign is focused on a Messianic promise. See Isaiah below.  

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this.” (Isaiah 9:6–7, ESV) 

You may know this text from Christmas! One of the promises of the Messiah is that He 
would reign over the nations. The main reason many do not accept Jesus as the Messiah 
is because, in their view, this never happened. The nations must see Christ ruling and 
reigning before the Earth is remodeled into God’s perfection. The Millennial reign 
accomplishes that. 

The resurrection in this story is essential. In the first century, Jesus was mocked as a failed 
Messiah. Rome killed Him, and they laughed at Him. Rome has also killed many of the 
followers of Jesus, mocking them for their allegiance to a failed savior. The story has now 
flipped. The nations have learned they are powerless and have no hope in the resurrection. 
And look! Here are all these people who we killed, and they are co-heirs with Christ and 
ruling with Him. This story of the resurrection of Jesus and the martyrs is a sign to the 
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whole Church that God is powerful and nations like the dragon are not, which leads us to 
the application. 

Application 
“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing 
more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has 
killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows sold 
for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God. Why, even the hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 
(Luke 12:4–7, ESV) 

One of the five solas in Lutherism is Solas Christos, “Christ Alone.” 

Our hope in the future rests only on Jesus Christ. We have a long-term vision that bases 
our hope on our resurrection with Christ. When worry and fear try to creep into your life. 
Say, “Christ Alone!” Because there will be nothing that can separate us from the Love of 
God! Amen! 

“As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 
sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8:36–39, ESV) 
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Focus Text 
“And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the 
devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 
beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever.” (Revelation 20:7–10, ESV) 

The Great Dragon Released 
“And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.” 

(Revelation 20:7–8, ESV) 

This is the final time we will see the great dragon. Satan is released from his temporary 
prison to go on deceiving the nations. We then learn a king called “Gog” and his kingdom 
“Magog.” These names are odd because they only appear in two places in the Bible, 
Ezekiel 38 and Revelation chapter 20. In a wonderful article by Dr Micheal Heiser, we learn 
that this kingdom is north of the old kingdom of Israel. The reason John knows about them 
is because they represent the spiritual enemies of God. Dr. Heiser argues that these 
people from “the north” would have worshipped Baal, the Canaanite God King. Baal would 
be the direct opponent of Christ the God King.  The devil's final role is to deceive humanity 1

into believing that God isn’t truly the King and that they should war against Him. Satan is 
acting like a spiritual vacuum for evil and bringing all of the final kings and kingdoms of the 
world who stand against God together. Jesus reminds the Church Satan is a liar and the 
father of lies and has been so since the very beginning. He fooled Adam and Eve into 
believing that God was a liar, and in his last stand, the devil will also try to convince others 
of that. 

“Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my 
word. You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you 
convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God 
hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of 
God.”  (John 8:43–47, ESV) 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree 
in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 

  https://www.logos.com/grow/gog-magog-whats-evil-north/1
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trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” But the serpent said to 
the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1–5, ESV) 

Satan’s Last Stand 
“And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of 
the saints and the beloved city.”(Revelation 20:9a, ESV) 

This is where the parallel of Ezkeil takes shape. The prophet Ezekiel sees a future vision of 
God’s Kingdom in a time of peace and prosperity. This is a vision of the Messiah (Jesus). 
During this vision, Ezekiel is shown that the armies of the “north” led by Gog of Magog 
would come and make war with God’s people.  

The fascinating piece of John’s vision in Revelation 20 is that Jesus has established His 
Kingly reign, and the nations are under His authority. While this is happening, Satan is 
released from his holding place to gather the remaining evildoers to come and make war 
on God’s Holy People. God promised the prophet Ezekiel that when Gog and his armies 
arrived in the later days, God would protect His people and show off His power before His 
people. That is indeed what happens next. 

“Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord God: On that 
day when my people Israel are dwelling securely, will you not know it? You will come 
from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you and many peoples with 
you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. You will come up against 
my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter days I will bring you 
against my land, that the nations may know me, when through you, O Gog, I vindicate 
my holiness before their eyes.” (Ezekiel 38:14–16, ESV) 

Evil 
“but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had 
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false 
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

(Revelation 20:9b–10, ESV) 

In Ezekiel 37, God reveals the new covenant with His people that the final call of God will 
be peace forever for His people under His care. The great dragon is cast into the burning 
fire alongside the beast and the Anti-Christ. Evil has now been conquered forever, and the 
only thing left is to judge humanity and establish God’s forever Kingdom. 
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“I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with 
them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in 
their midst forevermore. My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord who 
sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 

(Ezekiel 37:26–28, ESV) 

“The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, set your face toward Gog, of the land 
of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him and say, 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech 
and Tubal. And I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you 
out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in full armor, a great 
host, all of them with buckler and shield, wielding swords.” (Ezekiel 38:1–4, ESV) 

Application 

“The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, 
that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

(Luke 10:17–20, ESV) 

The role of the great dragon is to deceive humanity into believing God is not good, and His 
Word is not true. It can be very easy for the Church to forget we don’t fight humanity; 
instead, we are to take authority over the demonic and pray that God would open the eyes 
of the blind. 

This week, spend time every day praying that God would open the eyes of those who have 
been deceived. Amen. 
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Focus Text 
“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written 
in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades 
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if 
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire.” 

(Revelation 20:11–15, ESV) 

Section I Standing Before the Throne 
“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.” (Revelation 20:11, ESV)


This is the final act of Earth. We begin by seeing the great white (Holy) throne and Him 
seated in it. God is now ready for the last act of judgment is prepared. The throne room 
scene has a more extraordinary depiction in Ezekiel. See below. The attitude here is that 
there is nowhere else to look. The one seated on this throne captures the attention of the 
whole cosmos.  

And from His presence, the sky and earth fled away, and no place was found for them. A 
subtle but essential line: the earth and the heavens are now gone, and the only place left is 
under the earth, the abode of the dead. The earth and sky fleeing is also a foreshadowing 
because God, after this judgment, will be ready to make the new heavens and earth. This 
imposing scene reminds me of Job 38, where God prepares to question Job and tells him 
to “Gird up” or brace himself like a man because the Lord has questions for him! 

“And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in 
appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness 
with a human appearance. And upward from what had the appearance of his waist I 
saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And 
downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance 
of fire, and there was brightness around him. Like the appearance of the bow that is in 
the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such 
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on 
my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.” (Ezekiel 1:26–28, ESV) 

““Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action like a 
man; I will question you, and you make it known to me.” (Job 38:2–3, ESV) 
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Section II The Great Judgement  
“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were 
judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the 
sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in 
them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.” 

(Revelation 20:12–13, ESV) 

So we move to those under the earth, the dead. And Now the books are opened to see 
where each person’s name is written. Some scholars debate whether Christians will be 
present or off somewhere else. However, there is nowhere else to be. The sky (the 
heavens) and the earth (the home of the living) have fled away. All people are here because 
everyone must know where their name is written. This scene reminds us of Daniel 7, a 
courtroom scene where the books are open. This is a legal proceeding, and God wants to 
see where the ledgers are.  

We are then reminded of this reality: Death and Hades give up all those whom they hold. In 
Greek mythology, Hades is the underworld god, and death is shown here as a minor deity. 
Both give up their lots of people. Everyone is here, and everyone will be judged according 
to what they have done.  

“A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened.” (Daniel 7:10, ESV)


Section III The Second Death  
“Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14–15, ESV) 

Finally, we see that Death and Hades are agents of Satan, and so they are cast into the 
lake of fire with them to be punished.  

If one’s ledger is not found in the Book of Life, they join Satan in the firey pit. The second 
death is the death of the soul. What is unclear is whether the human soul will be punished 
forever as Satan and his minions will be. Because this is the second death, will the souls of 
those who have warred against God be burned up and cease to exist? This view is called 
Annihilism. Which, as odd as it sounds, is the most humane act against them. With this, 
the judgment is finished, and God is ready to restore creation to her intended state. 
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“When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and 
Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with 
sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.”

 (Revelation 6:7–8, ESV) 

Application 

Everyone needs to know the obvious question: “How does my name get written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life?”


“I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture.” (John 10:9, ESV) 

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” (Acts 2:36–40, ESV) 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am 
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known 
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

 (John 14:1–7, ESV) 

“and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

(2 Timothy 3:15, ESV) 

To have your name written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, you must trust fully in Christ, period. 
Salvation is an act of God’s graciousness, and he sent His Son Jesus into the world so 
that whoever believes HIm will be saved.  

In the book of Acts, Peter tells the crowd in Jerusalem that they just killed the Messiah and 
the Son of God. They must acknowledge Jesus was the Savior. The group asks what 
should be done, and repentance and baptism are to follow. To accept entirely their guilt 
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and to process and follow Jesus in baptism. To have your name written in the Lamb’s 
Book, you must recognize that all your sins qualify you for the Book of the Second Death. 
You cannot save yourself in any manner. If you want your name in the Book of Life in 
humility, you have to ask Jesus directly to forgive you of your sins and to save you from the 
second death. Here’s how crazy grace works…He will! Every name in the Book of Life is 
an unworthy name. No one in that book deserved to be there. It’s a book filled with sin and 
shame. All forgiven by the author and perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1–2, ESV)
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Focus Text 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 
The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my 
son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with 
fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”” (Revelation 21:1–8, ESV)

Section I The Bride is Ready
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 
(Revelation 21:1–2, ESV)

After the conclusion of the great judgment and everyone has been sorted in God’s ledger, 
we see the reward of the followers of Christ come to reality. As we saw in Revelation 20, 
the sky and earth fled from the throne of God. God creates this new Heaven and Earth, 
which is prepared for God’s perfect Kingdom. The sin and corruption found in the old earth 
were put away, and now God is starting afresh. This new Eden will not be spoiled like the 
last one because the devil is now chained in his prison.  

The new Jerusalem comes down from heaven, and we see this is the bride ready to be 
married to her husband. This image of God’s people as His bride is a longstanding 
tradition. However, Jesus uses the metaphor about Himself throughout the gospels. In 
Matthew 25, Jesus tells a story about ten virgins who are waiting for the groom to come 
and collect them for marriage. The vigilant ones could go with the groom, and the ones 
sleeping or being distracted could not. This parable was to help the followers of Jesus to 
be prepared at all times for His return and judgment.  

In this context, Jerusalem has two meanings. First, as the Church, we are prepared for 
God’s Kingdom in Christ as those who have had our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
Second, the holy city where we will worship God perfectly on this new earth. Both are 
pictures of restoration for us as His people and the temple which had been defiled.  

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the 
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foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the 
other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
(Matthew 25:1–13, ESV)

Section II Cry No More 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3–4, ESV)

Now, God will be with His people, and no barrier will be between them. In the Old 
Testament, sin separated God’s presence from people. The myth was that when the priest 
would go into the Holy of Holies once a year for the day of atonement, the temple workers 
would tie a rope around him so that if he died, they could pull his body out. No one could 
be in the entire presence of the Lord because they wouldn’t survive. Now, however, we 
see the fullness of the promise of the new covenant found in Jeremiah. God will be on 
earth, and we, His people, can see Him face to face because we have been made perfect 
in His love.  

Next, we see that God wipes away every tear, and there will be no more anguish for His 
people on earth. This scene has a more profound impact, realizing that the main focus has 
been the martyrs throughout John's vision. Those whose faith in Christ has cost them 
everything. How many tears were shed, how much mourning was happening, and the 
amount of mental and physical pain they endured. No more, says the Lord. On this new 
earth, they can rest easily because the old world's suffering is gone. This also is hope for 
all believers; while we may not have given our lives in a literal sense, all Christ followers 
have to deal with the pain and anguish sin reaps in this world. All those things that cause 
tears to flow from our eyes, our Father in Heaven will personally wipe them away.  

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. For this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
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God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and 
each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more.”” (Jeremiah 31:31–34, ESV)

Section III The Reward of Endurance 
“And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will 
have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, 
the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:5–8, ESV)

As we are seeing the newness of creation, God reminds John to write these items down 
so that John can give a faithful account of what is happening. While this vision of a new 
heaven and earth may seem unbelievable and unrealistic, we are reminded that this 
account is trustworthy and true. 

“It is done!” God has restored creation to its original setting of perfection. No more 
judgment will happen. No more corruption will occur. This is the perfect and final state of 
the world!  He sings this off by reminding the listener of our key verse: God is the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. He was there where the cosmos began, and 
God restored it to its proper place.  

Finally, we see that the ones who bore the shame of the Cross on the earth are now 
drinking from the water of life without payment. This is a reminder of the restoration 
promise found in Isaiah 55! That money will not be good in the new earth because God 
supplies our needs. Also, we know Jesus in John 4 let the Samaritan woman know that if 
she accepted the water he provided, she would never thirst again. All this imagery shows 
us that survival struggles in this life won’t be present in the new creation. Every need will 
be met in God’s Kingdom! 

God reminds John that those who left their lives unredeemed will not see this new 
kingdom because they have experienced the second death. 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and price.”
 (Isaiah 55:1, ESV)
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“Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well 
is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said 
to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:10–14, ESV)

Application

When we think about God’s perfect Kingdom and being saved by Him, it provides HOPE. 

No matter what you are facing today. Even if it were martyrdom, God would make all 
things right. He will wipe away every tear. He will care for every need. If you have accepted 
the gift of salvation from Jesus, this is your future. Spend time this week reflecting on 
God’s goodness to you. What will it be like to have all your needs supplied? To have the 
God of all creation wipe away your tears? It will be more splendid than human words 
describe, providing endless hope for tomorrow. Amen.
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Focus Text 
“Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, 
its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high 
wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of 
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east three gates, on the 
north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall 
of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to 
measure the city and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same 
as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width 
and height are equal. He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, 
which is also an angel’s measurement. The wall was built of jasper, while the city was 
pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with 
every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth 
emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the 
ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the 
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the 
street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. And I saw no temple in the city, 
for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of 
sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 
and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring 
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor 
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life.” (Revelation 21:9–27, ESV)


Section I The Coming of New Jerusalem  
“Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, 
its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.” 

(Revelation 21:9–11, ESV) 

Now that John has seen the new heavens and earth created, it is time to build the new 
Church! One of the sorrows John and other Jews have felt, even today, is the loss and 
corruption of the Temple in Jerusalem. This was the place to come and worship God. As 
Christians, the Bible reminds us that the Holy Spirit lives in us and that we can connect to 
God anytime. Yet, this is still not worshipping God face to face. In the new earth, without 
sin, we can connect with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit face to face because there will be 
no more barriers. As we see in Ezekiel, the prophet is taken up on a mountain (God’s 
House) to get a bird’s eye view of what is happening. John would have been overjoyed to 
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see Jerusalem, the Holy City, coming out of the clouds in perfection as the final place 
wherein everyone will come and worship the Lord! 

“the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the 
Lord filled the temple.” (Ezekiel 43:5, ESV) 

Section II Twelve Gates 
“It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the 
gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east 
three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three 
gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” (Revelation 21:12–14, ESV) 

The Twelve Gates and the Twelve Foundations could be literal gates. However, they are 
showing something we have seen earlier in Chapter Four. This is an incorporation of both 
the tribes of Israel and the Apostles and their joint authority in the story of history. 
Throughout Revelation, John has described seeing the tribes worshipping the Lamb and 
also every tongue, tribe, and nation worshipping the Lamb. This is yet another time to 
pause and praise God that His vision of His Kingdom is both timeless and boundaryless. 

“Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-
four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the 
throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and 
before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the 
throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and 
behind:” (Revelation 4:4–6, ESV) 

Section III The Layout 
“And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and 
its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he 
measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are 
equal. He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an 
angel’s measurement. The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like 
clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of 
jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the 
fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, 
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city 
was pure gold, like transparent glass.” (Revelation 21:15–21, ESV) 
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Now John will see the fanciest tape measure layout in the city. Dr. Mouce suggests that the 
"four-square" would be cubical in nature. 

“Not only are the terms in which the city is described most naturally 
interpreted as a cube but the Greek word itself is used for huge rocks 
in the shape of a cube and for stones appropriate for building blocks. 
Some have imagined the city to be in the form of a pyramid.” 
1

The measurement in miles is 1,380. That is equivalent to the distance from Columbus to 
San Antonio, Texas, which is a twenty-hour drive. Please note that this also represents the 
height of the city. 

The walls are 216 feet wide or tall; we are not sure which. That is the size of a large 
building.  

Now, we will delve into the gems and pearls. Of the scholars researched, none attributed 
specifics to the gems. Two things were mentioned. First, these would have been precious 
stones in John's time and would have been nearly impossible to obtain for 99% of people. 
Second, these images are shown in both 1 Kings and Ezekiel for the new Kingdom as they 
have precious jewels all around. Finally, we see that the number twelve again symbolizes 
the complete beauty in God's Kingdom, with all people enjoying the wealth and riches. 
The new city and its temple are adorned with the finest materials because God's Kingdom 
is more beautiful than the human mind can imagine. 

“These shall be the exits of the city: On the north side, which is to be 4,500 cubits by 
measure, three gates, the gate of Reuben, the gate of Judah, and the gate of Levi, the 
gates of the city being named after the tribes of Israel. On the east side, which is to be 
4,500 cubits, three gates, the gate of Joseph, the gate of Benjamin, and the gate of 
Dan. On the south side, which is to be 4,500 cubits by measure, three gates, the gate 
of Simeon, the gate of Issachar, and the gate of Zebulun. On the west side, which is to 
be 4,500 cubits, three gates, the gate of Gad, the gate of Asher, and the gate of 
Naphtali.” (Ezekiel 48:30–34, ESV) 

“The floor of the house he overlaid with gold in the inner and outer rooms.” 

(1 Kings 6:30, ESV) 

  Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament. Revised; Accordance electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 391.
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Section IV God 
“And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings 
of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and 
there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 
But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” (Revelation 21:22–27, ESV) 

The centerpiece of Jerusalem is the Holy Temple, the place where you can worship God. 
In John's vision, the temple doesn't need to exist. There is no need for separation because 
we have been washed in the Blood of the Lamb. God's glory illuminates the whole of the 
new city, and everyone will see its light. Light has been used as a metaphor for God, His 
purity, and His holiness, and here, it is a literal light that allows everyone to see all the time. 
There is no darkness, a metaphor for evil or sin. The text notes that no one outside the 
Lamb's Book will be let in because they carry darkness. 

Application  
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you.” (John 14:15–17, ESV) 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”” 
(Matthew 28:18–20, ESV) 

“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

(Hebrews 4:14–16, ESV) 

1. Worship


2. Prayer


3. Study.
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Focus Text 
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on 
either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will there 
be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.” 

(Revelation 22:1–5, ESV) 

Section I The River of Life 
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city;
(Revelation 22:1–2a, ESV) 

As a part of the restoration of Eden, we see the river of life that pours out from the throne 
of God. In the Garden of Eden, there was a central river, and all creation could drink from 
it. Additionally, in Ezekiel, the restoration promise was that salt water would become fresh 
water again. 

Now, this concept may be hard to understand in our area formerly known as the Black 
Swamp. We have freshwater sources all around us. In John's land, it's primarily desert, 
and freshwater is in precious short supply. Israel has large holding tanks of water dating 
back to the time of Jesus. So, this vision for John is sweet and powerful because it 
signifies yet again that the Lord will meet all our needs perfectly in His Kingdom. 

“A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four 
rivers.” (Genesis 2:10, ESV) 

“And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into 
the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the water will 
become fresh. And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, 
and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea 
may become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes. Fishermen will stand 
beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its 
fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps and 
marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt.” (Ezekiel 47:8–11, ESV) 
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Section II The Tree of Life 
“also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its 
fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

(Revelation 22:2b, ESV) 

Another vision from both Eden and Ezekiel is the trees of life. In Eden, humanity's 
immortality was due to their free access to eat from the tree of life. The tree of the 
knowledge of God and evil was not to be touched, but the tree of life could be enjoyed 
freely. In the restored creation, the trees of life will be abundant, and humanity will have free 
access to them. Ezekiel envisions these trees providing satisfying food and medicinal 
leaves. The emphasis is the same as water: we will not worry about where our food comes 
from because it will be available without hesitation. 

“He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim 
and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.” 
(Genesis 3:24, ESV) 

“And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. 
Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, 
because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and 
their leaves for healing.” (Ezekiel 47:12, ESV) 

Section III The Word of Life 
“No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads.” (Revelation 22:3–4, ESV) 

In the renewed creation, there will be no unclean or cursed people. Instead, like in 
Deuteronomy, we will be marked by God. Even today, at the Western Wall, Jews adorn the 
tefillin, which are little boxes with scrolls on their foreheads and hands as a sign of being 
marked by God. Instead of a mark for the beast, all the worshippers in heaven will be 
marked by the Lamb of God. We know this is His blood. His forgiving grace marked us, 
and we will spend eternity with Him in this perfect Kingdom He has made, where all our 
needs are supplied. 

“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your 
house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, that your 
days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the Lord swore to 
your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth. For if you will be 
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careful to do all this commandment that I command you to do, loving the Lord your 
God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him,” (Deuteronomy 11:18–22, ESV) 

Section IV The Light of Life 
“And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will 
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 22:5, ESV) 

As reminded in Revelation 21, the world's light will be God, and He will shine perfectly. 

Then, John is assured in this vision that this utopia will not come to an end. The cynic may 
ask, "How long will this perfect kingdom last?" The answer is forever and ever. 

Application 

“The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus 
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:11–14, ESV) 

“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.’ ” (John 7:38, ESV) 

The concept of this living water runs throughout the Bible. However, in John chapter 4, 
Jesus, in talking with a Samaritan woman, reveals that He is the source of this living water. 
Later on in John chapter 7, Jesus reveals that those who trust in Him as Lord and Savior 
will have living water flowing from their heart. 

Are we trusting in Jesus to supply our greatest need? With so much worry, depression, 
sadness, and a general pessimistic outlook on the future, the one who trusts in Jesus has 
a rather different future. We have been covered in the Blood of Jesus. Our names are 
written in His Book of Life! This means that even when the body gives way to physical 
death, we will be brought into an eternal and spiritual life with Christ. In the final chapters of 
Revelation, those without Christ experienced the second death and were cast into the fiery 
pit alongside Satan. But the one who trusts in Jesus to save them will never be cast away 
again and can drink freely from the rivers of living water. We will eat freely from the tree of 
life and never die again. Only Jesus can satisfy our eternal lives, and we should rejoice in 
knowing that we have all our needs supplied by Jesus. Amen.
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Focus Text 
“And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon 
take place.” “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words 
of the prophecy of this book.” I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. 
And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who 
showed them to me, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 
with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God.” And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of 
this book, for the time is near. Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, 
and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.” “Behold, I am coming soon, 
bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are 
those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that 
they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The 
Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. I 
warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the 
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. He who testifies to 
these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of 
the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” 

(Revelation 22:6–21, ESV) 

Section I Coming Soon 
“And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon 
take place.” “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words 
of the prophecy of this book.” (Revelation 22:6–7, ESV) 

As the vision to John is coming to its final conclusion, we see one last time the theme of 
urgency and a reminder to the Church that this final judgment will be coming soon. John is 
reminding the Church that we will be blessed to keep the words of this final vision. 

We have indeed been blessed to walk through this vision together, and it does remind us 
that Jesus is coming "soon." It may be another thousand years or tomorrow, but today is 
still one more day closer to the final judgment and the new Heaven and Earth. 
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Section II Be Holy 
“I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, but he 
said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the 
prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” And he said 
to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. Let 
the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and 
the holy still be holy.” “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to 
repay each one for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end.” (Revelation 22:8–13, ESV)


John again falls down before the angels and is scolded, a stark reminder that the angelic 
order is also a servant to God and is no different in a sense than humans. The angel 
reminds John that worship belongs only to God, saying, "Worship God!" Seeing the beauty 
of God’s Kingdom and His generosity in writing our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
should move Christians into worshiping the One true God. 

Next is a reminder that there are those who will reject the Lord and will do evil. That is 
inevitable. The righteous ones who love Jesus and have their names in His Book should 
continue to love and serve the Lord, trusting that God's judgment and punishment for evil 
and praise for doing what is right will come. 

Sometimes, as Christians reflect on the second coming of Christ, we tend to think that we 
should stop being servants and look up at the sky and wait for His return. However, even 
with His return imminent, Jesus still calls us to love and do good works as long as we are 
here. 

Finally, we see the Alpha and the Omega! The One who began all things and the One who 
will end this present world and restore this creation to Eden. This statement is a reminder 
of God’s sole authority as the one who began and ends all things. 

Section III Washed in the Blood of the Lamb 
“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of 
life and that they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers 
and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things 
for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let 
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without 
price.” (Revelation 22:14–17, ESV) 
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We must wash our robes in the blood of Jesus. This purifies us so that we may have the 
right to the tree of life and all the beauty in God’s House. The irony is we are not the real 
heroes here; being washed by the Blood of the Lamb is all Jesus’ doing. He was the 
perfect sacrifice and He is the one who offers us eternal life. We need to lean on Jesus to 
be saved! 

Those who do not repent and seek to do evil are not welcomed into God’s house. In the 
same way that we don’t allow those who would do us harm inside our own homes, God 
does not permit those who do evil inside of His. This is why you must let Jesus wash you 
and be clean so you can come into His house.  

Jesus then reminds us that He is the rightful Messiah from the line of David. He also 
reminds us of the prophecy (Isaiah 55:1) that declares that in God’s house, our needs will 
be met and there will be no price placed on anything. Be fulfilled in Christ alone. Solas 
Christos. 

Section IV The Warning 
“I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the 
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.” 

(Revelation 22:18–19, ESV) 

This is a warning to false teachers. Note: the additional curse applies only to the vision that 
John is being given, not to the whole of Scripture. For those who add cruelty to God's 
judgment, their name will not be in the Book of Life. If anyone takes away from this vision, 
they will not be in the Lamb's Book of Life. We should take the vision of Revelation as it is, 
and we hope we have done so. We do not seek to add our own justice to God's perfect 
justice, nor do we seek to hide God's judgment and authority from the world. We have 
approached this final book of the Bible openly, without addition or subtraction, and we 
should continue to do so. 
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Section V Come Lord Jesus 
“He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” (Revelation 22:20–21, ESV) 

John reminds us, in closing, that Jesus is coming soon, and that is a welcome approach 
for us. May you submit to Jesus and ask Him to write your name in His Book of Life. When 
He comes, you will be found innocent because of the Blood of Jesus and be given access 
to the waters and trees of life forever and ever. Jesus is the first and the last, the Alpha and 
Omega, the King of all Kings. As John says, may you know His grace for you and be 
watchful for Jesus, as He could come at any moment. 

As we close the Book of Revelation, we know Jesus is coming to judge the living and the 
dead. We know that today is one step closer to that final day. We know that God will make 
all things right. For the one who has their name in the Lamb’s Book of Life, celebrate God’s 
goodness toward you and serve the King of Kings well. Also, to the one who does not 
have their name in His Book, repent and trust Jesus to forgive you of your wrongdoings. 
Ask Jesus to write your name in His Book of Life before it’s too late because Jesus is 
indeed coming soon. Amen.
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