
2.5.2022 The Apocalypse “Alpha & Omega” Revelation 1:4-8

Focus Text 

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia:   Grace to you and peace from 
him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 
are before his throne, 
and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 
his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes 
of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.”” Revelation 1:4–8 ESV 

Section I The Father and the Spirit/spirits?  

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Greeting to the Seven Churches 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,” Revelation 1:4 ESV 

Bookends him who is who was and is to come (v.4) 

 This rivals the creation mythology of the Greek/Roman Gods. 
Uranus (Sky) and Gaia (Earth) births the Titans births the gods. There are 
some ancient writings describing Zeus as who was and who is and who will 
be.  1

Whereas, the Triune God has always been. 

  Pausanias 10.12. The shrine of Minerva at Sais provides the inscription, “I am all that hath 1

been and is and shall be” (Plutarch, De Isid. 9).
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2/5 Alpha & Omega Revelation 1:4-8 The Trinity greets 
and reminds the 
reader who He is

Matthew 18:20
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Seven Spirits (v 4.) 

Option 1 The Seven Archangels from the Jewish Apocrypha  

“CHAPTER 20 Enoch 
(R.H. Charles Oxford: The Clarendon Press) 

1. And these are the names of the holy angels who watch. 
(Revelation 8:2), (Hebrews 1:7), (Revelation 1:4), (Revelation 4:5), (Revelation 
5:6), (Zechariah 4:10) (Revelation 1:16), (Revelation 1:20), (Zechariah 3:9), 
(Revelation 2:1), (Revelation 3:1), (Revelation 15:6) 

2. Uriel, one of the holy angels, who is over the world and over Tartarus. 

3. Raphael, one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits of men. 
(Tobías 12:15), (Tobías 3:16-17), (Tobías 5:4-17), (Tobías 6), (Tobías 12:15-22) 

4. Raguel, one of the holy angels who takes vengeance on the world of the 
luminaries. 

5. Michael, one of the holy angels, to wit, he that is set over the best part of 
mankind and over chaos. 
(Daniel 10:13), (Daniel 10:21), (Daniel 12:1), (Jude 1:9), (Revelation 12:7) 

6. Saraqael, one of the holy angels, who is set over the spirits, who sin in the 
spirit. 

7. Gabriel, one of the holy angels, who is over Paradise and the serpents and 
the Cherubim. 
(Daniel 8:16), (Daniel 9:21), (Luke 1:19), (Luke 1:26), (Genesis 3:24), (Exodus 
25:18-22), (Ezekiel 10:4-5) 

8. Remiel, one of the holy angels, whom God set over those who rise. 
(Mateo 28:2, 5), (Marcos 16:5)”  2

 (R.H. Charles Oxford: The Clarendon Press) https://bookofenochreferences.wordpress.com/2

2014/03/12/the-book-of-enoch-chapter-20/
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Option 2 Babylonian gods 

“The Babylonians also recognized five of the planets, along with the Sun and 
Moon. They associated the planets with different gods in their pantheon: 
Jupiter with Marduk, Venus with Ishtar, Saturn with Ninurta, Mercury with 
Nabu, Mars with Nergal, the Sun with Shamash and the Moon with Sin.”  3

Option 3 The Holy Spirit from Isaiah 11 

“2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD.” Isaiah 11:2 ESV 

Option 4 The Holy Spirit from Zechariah 4 

“And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who 
is awakened out of his sleep. And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I 
see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and 
iseven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of 
it. 3 And there are jtwo olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the 
other on its left.” 4 And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these, my lord?” Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to 
me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 6 Then he said 
to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:1-6 ESV 

 https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-ancient-traditions/babylonian-astrology-00108063
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Section II The Son 

“and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made 
us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” Rev. 1:5-6 ESV 

“Jesus is considered to be equal with both God and these 7 
spirits. He is called the faithful witness. Meaning He is the one 
true witness to both God the Father and to the revelation that is 
about to occur. Also, he is considered faithful to this witness 
because of his conviction to death as seen here: “The Greek 
word for witness (martys) has come over into English as “martyr,” 
one who suffers death for allegiance to a cause.”  4

The first born of the dead is the meaning that Jesus was the first to die in this 
cause of bringing His kingdom into the world.  

The final name is the ruler of kings on earth. This statement is setting up the 
battle between The Kingly Christ and the kingdoms of the world. As we will 
see the victorious Christ throughout the vision of revelation.  

“Revelation is a tale of two thrones dueling for the allegiance 
of humanity. The word throne appears forty-six times. John 
pits the throne of the Roman Empire against the throne of 
Christ, who is the true Ruler of the kings of the earth. 
Revelation presents the kingdom of God as the alternative to 
human political dominions. John had given up on human 
political institutions. Thus Revelation contains strong political 
overtones.”  5

  https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#950 Mounce4

 Asbury Bible Commentary 5

 of 4 7

https://accordance.bible/link/read/NICNT-Revelation#950
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John is then moved to a praise (doxology) by reminding the believer they are 
(I) freed from sin, (II) apart of Christ’s Kingdom, (III) priests of this new Godly 
Kingdom. 

One of the messianic visions both in the Old and New Testament is that we 
are apart of a priesthood for God. See the verses below. 

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

Exodus 19:5–6 ESV 

“but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; they shall speak of you as 
the ministers of our God; you shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their 
glory you shall boast.”

Isaiah 61:6 ESV 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”

1 Peter 2:9 ESV 

Jesus’ perfect sacrifice frees us from sin. Places us in God’s Kingdom, and 
we assume the role of His priests to carry out worship for Him who was, 
and is, and is to come. 
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Section III Alpha & Omega 

“Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even 
so. Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” Revelation 1:7-8 ESV 

In the Old Testament we are familiar with God’s presence coming from the 
clouds in order to bring order to the chaotic world.  

“ In Daniel’s vision of the four beasts, the prophet saw one like a 
son of man coming “with the clouds of heaven” (Dan 7:13). 
Zechariah prophesied that on the day of the Lord the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem would “look on the one they have pierced” and 
“mourn for him” (Zech 12:10). These two prophetic motifs are 
joined by John and adapted to describe the impending advent of 
the victorious Christ and the response of a hostile world to the 
revelation of his universal sovereignty.”  6

Finally, we are introduced to the first occurrence of the “Alpha and 
Omega” in Revelation 1:8. Here we are brought to the reality that 
God has total authority over all of creation and that when the 
kingdoms of the world become irreparably evil then the Lord of all 
creation will bring those kingdoms to their ending.  

John then once again finishes with the stanza, “Who is and who 
was and who is to come.” (Rev. 1:8) 

 Aune argues that v. 7 is of oracular origin although it is not first person singular speech of a 6

divine revealer “the single reliable feature whereby the oracles embedded in the Apocalypse 
may be confidently identified” (Prophecy in Early Christianity, 278–81 and 433, n. 184).
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Practical Application

Praying in a doxological way. This opening greeting is a prayer. This 
prayer is not about asking for requests. Instead, John is overwhelmed by 
the nature of the Triune God and just wants to offer Him all praise and 
glory for God’s very nature. Take the Nicean Creed that we recite and 
make it your prayer. Praising the Father for being the Creator of all things. 
Praise the Son for His atoning work on the cross. Praise the Spirit for His 
patience guidance back to the Father and the Son. Just take time to praise 
God for He is the Alpha (beginning) and the Omega (end), and the one 
who was, and is, and is to come! Amen!
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