
1.29.2023 Revelation Introduction Study Notes

Warning  
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”  
Matthew 24:36 ESV 

Main Text Theme 
“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.’” Revelation 22:13 

Other Texts with Alpha and Omega Rev. 18, and 21:6 

The first and last letters in the greek alphabet are the “alpha and omega”  

Jesus is reminding his followers that God is the creator of the earth and will 
be its final judge.  

Author  
We will be holding to the classic Church position that the author of the 
Revelation is the Apostle John.  

Date 
We will be holding to an earlier reading of Revelation that places the book 
between 64-68 Ad.  

“Three basic arguments are put forth to defend that period. (1) There are 
allusions throughout Revelation to Nero as the current emperor (e.g., 6:2; 
13:1–18; 17:1–13). 
	 (2) The condition of the churches in Asia Minor to which John writes his 
letters (chaps. 2–3) best correlates with pre–70 Jewish Christianity, a time that 
witnessed the rupture between Christianity and Judaism. In effect, Revelation 
attests to the twofold persecution of Jewish Christianity—by the Jews and by 
the Romans. The former persecuted Jewish believers because of their faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah, so that they were consequently expelled from the 
synagogues, thus exposing them to Caesar worship.23 The latter, 
subsequently, tried to force Jewish Christians to revere Caesar. As judgment 
on the first-century Jews for persecuting Christians, John predicts that Christ 
will come in power to destroy Jerusalem, using the Roman empire to do so 
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(e.g., 1:7–8; 22:20; chaps. 2–3; 11; 17–18)—a warning that came true with 
Jerusalem’s fall in A.D. 70. 
	 (3) According to Revelation 11, the temple seems still to be standing 
(that is, at the time of the writing of the book).”  1

Historical Background 

This places the writing of revelation during the great fire of Rome and the 
persecution of Christians under emperor Nero.  

“"Therefore, to stop the rumor [that he had set Rome on fire], he [Emperor 
Nero] falsely charged with guilt, and punished with the most fearful tortures, 
the persons commonly called Christians, who were [generally] hated for their 
enormities. Christus, the founder of that name, was put to death as a criminal 
by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea, in the reign of Tiberius, but the 
pernicious superstition - repressed for a time, broke out yet again, not only 
through Judea, - where the mischief originated, but through the city of Rome 
also, whither all things horrible and disgraceful flow from all quarters, as to a 
common receptacle, and where they are encouraged. Accordingly first those 
were arrested who confessed they were Christians; next on their information, 
a vast multitude were convicted, not so much on the charge of burning the 
city, as of "hating the human race.” 
In their very deaths they were made the subjects of sport: for they were 
covered with the hides of wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs, or nailed 
to crosses, or set fire to, and when the day waned, burned to serve for the 
evening lights. Nero offered his own garden players for the spectacle, and 
exhibited a Circensian game, indiscriminately mingling with the common 
people in the dress of a charioteer, or else standing in his chariot. For this 
cause a feeling of compassion arose towards the sufferers, though guilty and 
deserving of exemplary capital punishment, because they seemed not to be 
cut off for the public good, but were victims of the ferocity of one man.”  2

 Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”	1

 "Nero Persecutes The Christians, 64 A.D.," EyeWitness to History, 2

www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2000).
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3 Views on Revelation  

Preteresit/ postmillennialism 
“The preterist viewpoint wants to take seriously the historical interpretation of 
Revelation by relating it to its original author and audience.”  3

“The origin of preterism can be traced to the theological system known as 
postmillennialism, which teaches that Christ will return after the Millennium, a 
period of bliss on earth brought about by the conversion of the nations 
because of the preaching of the gospel.”  4

Idealist/Amillennialism  
“The idealist approach to Revelation has sometimes been called the 
“spiritualist” view in that it interprets the book spiritually, or symbolically. 
Accordingly, Revelation is seen from this perspective as representing the 
ongoing conflict of good and evil, with no immediate historical connection to 
any social or political events.”  5

Classic and Progressive Dispensationalism/ Premillennialism  
Classic Dispensationalism  
“During each dispensation, humankind fails to live in obedience to the divine 
test, consequently bringing that period under God’s judgment and thus 
creating the need for a new dispensation. Read this way, the Bible can be 
divided into the following eight dispensations (though the number of names 
vary in this school of thought): innocence, conscience, civil government, 
promise, Mosaic law, church and age of grace, tribulation, millennium.”  6

3  Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”	

 Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”4

  Stanley N. Gundry, C. Marvin Pate, “Four Views the Book of Revelation”5

 C. I. Scofield, Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth (New York: Loizeaux Brothers, 1896).6
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Progressive Dispensationalism 
“The absolutely essential framework of the self-understanding of primitive 
Christianity…is an eschatological one. Christians had come to believe that, in 
the event of Christ, the new (coming) age had dawned, and that, especially 
through Christ’s death and resurrection and the subsequent gift of the Spirit, 
God had set the future in motion, to be consummated by yet another coming 
(Parousia) of Christ. Theirs was therefore an essentially eschatological 
existence. They lived “between the times” of the beginning and the 
consummation of the end. Already God had secured their…salvation; already 
they were the people of the future, living the life of the future in the present 
age—and enjoying its benefits. But they still awaited the glorious 
consummation of this salvation. Thus they lived in an essential tension 
between the “already” and the “not-yet.”  7

Outline  

Introduction (1:1–3) 

I A Vision of the Glorified Christ (1:4–20) 
1 Triunitarian Greeting (1:4–6) 
2 The Promise of Christ’s Return (1:7–8) 
3 The Glory of Christ (1:9–18) 
4 The Mandate and the Key (1:19–20) 
II A Message to the Churches (2:1–3:22) 
1 To Ephesus (2:1–7) 
2 To Smyrna (2:8–11) 
3 To Pergamum (2:12–17) 
4 To Thyatira (2:18–29) 
5 To Sardis (3:1–6) 
6 To Philadelphia (3:7–13) 
7 To Laodicea (3:14–22) 

 Gordon D. Fee, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1988), 19.7
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III An Unveiling of the Future (4:1–22:21) 
1 A Heavenly Scene (4:1–5:14) 
(1) The Twenty-four Elders (4:1–4) 

[Vol 39: Rev, p. 49] 

(2) The cherubim (4:5–11) 
(3) The Seven-Sealed Book (5:1–4) 
(4) The Lion of Judah (5:5–14) 
2 The Seal Judgments (6:1–8:1) 
(1) The Four Horsemen (6:1–8) 
(2) The Martyr Seal (6:9–11) 
(3) The Sixth Seal (6:12–17) 
(4) The Sealing of the 144,000 (7:1–8) 
(5) The Identification of Gentile Believers (7:9–17) 
(6) The Opening of the Seventh Seal (8:1) 
3 The Trumpet Judgments (8:2–11:19) 
(1) The First Four Trumpets (8:2–13) 
(2) The Fifth Trumpet of Demonic Oppression (9:1–12) 
(3) The Sixth Trumpet of Eastern Invasion (9:13–21) 
(4) The Voice of the Seven Thunders (10:1–7) 
(5) The Bittersweet Scroll (10:8–11) 
(6) Two Amazing Witnesses (11:1–14) 
(7) The Seventh Trumpet (11:15–19) 
4 An Interpretive Interlude (12:1–14:20) 
(1) A Woman, a Child, and a Dragon (12:1–17) 
(2) The Beast Out of the Sea (13:1–10) 
(3) The Beast Out of the Land (13:11–18) 
(4) The 144,000 in Heaven (14:1–7) 
(5) The Announcement of the Demise of Babylon (14:8–13) 
(6) A Vision of Armageddon (14:14–20) 
5 The Bowls of Wrath Judgments (15:1–16:21) 
(1) The Presentation of the Bowls to the Angels (15:1–8) 
(2) The First Five Bowls of Wrath (16:1–11) 
(3) The Sixth Bowl of Wrath—an Unholy Trinity (16:12–16) 
(4) The Seventh Bowl of Wrath—Consummation (16:17–21) 
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6 The Judgment of Apostate Religion (17:1–18) 
(1) The Scarlet Woman (17:1–6) 
(2) The Beast that Carries Her (17:7–18) 
7 The Judgment of Great Babylon (18:1–24) 
8 The Return of Christ (19:1–21) 
(1) The Marriage of the Lamb (19:1–10) 
(2) The Triumph of Christ (19:11–16) 
(3) The Demise of the Beast (19:17–21) 
9 The Millennial Age (20:1–10) 
(1) The Binding of Satan (20:1–3) 
(2) The Reigning of Believers (20:4–6) 
(3) Gog and Magog (20:7–10) 

[Vol 39: Rev, p. 50] 

10 The Judgment of the Great White Throne (20:11–15) 
11 The Heavenly Kingdom (21:1–22:5) 
(1) Heavenly Relationships (21:1–7) 
(2) Heavenly Exclusions (21:8) 
(3) Heavenly Beauties (21:9–27) 
(4) Heavenly Provisions (22:1–6) 
IV Concluding Invitation (22:7–21)  8

 Criswell, W. A. The Criswell Study Bible. Lynchburg, VA: The Old-Time Gospel Hour, n.d. 8
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Literary Styles 
- Prophetic (Both Present and Future) 

- Revelation contains prophetic tones as in the judgement for sin. Some of 
these judgements were present during the vision John received ie. the 7 
churches mentioned in Chapters 2-3, other vision were meant for a 
future time ie. final judgement chapter 20. 

- Apocalyptic 
- “Apocalyptic literature involves descriptions of the end of the world and 

typically depicts grandiose, cataclysmic events. In the Old Testament, 
books such as Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah contain elements of 
apocalyptic literature. The same is true of certain passages in the New 
Testament, such as 2 Thessalonians 2, Mark 13, and Matthew 24. And, 
of course, the entire book of Revelation is apocalyptic; in fact, the Greek 
word apocalypse means “revelation.”  9

Purpose of this Study 

In John’s time of receiving this revelation the hope was to let the believer 
know that their time of suffering was going to come to an end. This is a hope 
for the Christian of a new heaven and earth where God will put away all evil.  

Also, for the Christian, revelation inspires an urgency to share the forgiveness 
of Christ, because without it the unbeliever must be held accountable for their 
sinfulness. The hope of this study is then for Christians to help others become 
followers of Jesus and to expand the names in the Lamb’s book of life. Amen. 

 https://www.gotquestions.org/apocalyptic-literature.html9
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