United we stand.

The church is pretty good at shooting its own wounded. We often feel
uncomfortable if people question or disagree with our doctrine or
traditions. We regularly divide on the silliest things and are more than
ready to pronounce someone a heretic for disagreeing on the tiniest
point of doctrine.
There will always be areas of disagreement, but let’s go with areas of
agreement first. In essentials unity, in non-essentials, liberty, in all
things, charity. This is an old old saying in church history and it’s one
that we need to recover for our time. We can’t reach the world
together if we can’t live in peace together.

In the bible.
1 Corinthians 3:4-11
4 When one of you says, “I am a follower of Paul,” and another says, “I
follow Apollos,” aren’t you acting just like people of the world?
5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants
through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work
the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos
watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7 It’s not important who
does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that
God makes the seed grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who

waters work together with the same purpose. And both will be
rewarded for their own hard work. 9 For we are both God’s workers.
And you are God’s field. You are God’s building.
10 Because of God’s grace to me, I have laid the foundation like an
expert builder. Now others are building on it. But whoever is building
on this foundation must be very careful. 11 For no one can lay any
foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ.
John 17:6-23
“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of
the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given
me is from you. For I have given them the words that you gave me,
and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am
praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom
you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours
are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world,
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your
name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of
them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and these things I
speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask
that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the
evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I
consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified[d] in truth.
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me

through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are
in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I
have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved
me.

Questions.

1.) What do you consider to be an essential and a non-essential and
why?
2.) How can you better handle disagreements with a fellow Christian?
3.) What church/churches can you be praying for this week and how?
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What does this tell you about God?
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

