No Easy Path.

Here in America, we often look at suffering as if it is the exception to
the Christian life; but in most of the world, suffering is the norm.
Suffering is expected. God never promised us a rose garden path to
the Kingdom. In fact, if that’s the mindset we’re in, we’ve badly
misunderstood the Gospel.
He never said it would be easy, but He did say we would never walk it
alone. When the early church was met with persecution and suffering,
they responded with prayers for boldness instead of safety. They lived
in the confidence of this verse: “The LORD is with me; I will not be
afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?” Psalm 118:6

In the bible.

Acts 4:23-31
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to
them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer
to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the
earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit
through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
“‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.’
Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and
the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats
and enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.
Matthew 10:16-31
“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard; you
will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the
synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and
kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest
you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you
will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit
of your Fatherspeaking through you.
“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children
will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. You will be
hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the
end will be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to
another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of
Israel before the Son of Man comes.
“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his
master. It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and
servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called

Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!
“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will
not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell
you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear,
proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care.
And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

Questions.
1.) What would change if we prayed for boldness instead of safety?
2.) Has suffering helped you learn, grow, be a better person? How?
3.) What do you think we can learn from the sufferings of Christ?
4.) Where do you need to start praying for boldness in your life?
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What does this tell you about God?
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

