
maker of purpose.
It's easy to imagine the Garden of Eden as our own idea of paradise: 
maybe lounging on a banana leaf hammock with our toes in the river 
while cute monkeys feed us grapes and a puppy licks our nose. 
 
A real paradise, however, involves a sense of purpose. 
 
Adam's purpose was to work, to take care of Eden, to name the animals, 
and to be in relationship with Eve. 
 
We too are made to work, speak truth, and be in relationship. It's different 
after the fall, after sin and brokenness entered the world - but these things 
are still good. They still provide purpose and meaning. 
 
Work may still be difficult and exhausting - but it can also be an 
opportunity to bless others, to share hope, and listen intentionally. 
Relationships may still become strained or leave us disappointed - but 
they can also be places of real grace and sacrificial love.  
 
Don't feel like you have purpose? Good news. You do. Work, connect, 
speak life. 
 



Genesis 2:15 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it.  
 
Genesis 2:19-20 
Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals 
and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he 
would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, 
that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the 
birds in the sky and all the wild animals. 
But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  
 
Genesis 2:22-24 
22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib[h] he had taken out 
of the man, and he brought her to the man. 
23 The man said, 
“This is now bone of my bones 
   and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
   for she was taken out of man.” 
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his 
wife, and they become one flesh. 

In the bible.



1. Do you have a sense of purpose? Where does that come from? 
2. What are some benefits of working? 
3. How can you begin to serve God and bless others at your job? 
(Don't have a job? How can you begin to work in other capacities? 
Volunteer work, giving back to the community, etc.) 
 
TAKE TEN: 
 
- How did you see God work in your life this week? 
 
- What has God been teaching you in His Word?  
 
- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian 
friends?  
 
- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance) 
 
- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you 
about next week? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.


