
maker of marriage.
We were made for relationship. Family, friendship, marriage - all of these 
are good things! Living life with people is good and necessary for an 
abundant life - but we all know it's also hard and messy. 
 
God created male and female in His image. He created Eve out of 
Adam's rib so they could be beside each other, equal to each other, 
helpers to each other. He did not create one to lord over the other, but 
both to support, respect, and love each other. 
 
Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loves the church - 
wholeheartedly, sacrificially, eternally. And wives, in light of that kind of 
love, are to trust and respect their husbands enough to submit to them. 
 
And what about other relationships? 
 
Love and respect are things we can choose to give. We can choose to 
love people who don't deserve it and respect people who haven't earned 
it. That choice, that act, conveys some of God's love in a way that nothing 
else in this world can or does. 
 
That's grace, friends. It'll change the world.



Genesis 2:20-25 
22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of 
the man, and he brought her to the man. 
23 The man said, 
“This is now bone of my bones 
   and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
   for she was taken out of man.” 
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his 
wife, and they become one flesh. 
25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 
Ephesians 5:21-33 
21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
22 For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 
For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the 
church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24 As the church 
submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in 
everything. 
 
25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, 
washed by the cleansing of God’s word. 27 He did this to present her to 
himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other 
blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In the same way, 
husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a 
man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself. 29 No one 
hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for 
the church. 30 And we are members of his body. 
 

In the bible.



1. What sticks out to you in these verses? 
2. What do the words "love" and "submit" mean in light of the rest of the 
Ephesians 5 passage? 
3. Who is someone you can extend love and respect to this week who 
may not deserve it? 
 
TAKE TEN: 
 
- How did you see God work in your life this week? 
 
- What has God been teaching you in His Word?  
 
- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian 
friends?  
 
- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance) 
 
- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you 
about next week? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.

31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is 
joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 32 This is a great 
mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are 
one. 33 So again I say, each man must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 


