
The idea of “being a neighbor” seems easy to us today. You go over 
and knock on the door of your neighbor’s house to borrow a cup of 
sugar or perhaps you ask them to feed your dog when you go away. 
No harm, no foul. We have been so Christianized that we forget the 
grand influence Christianity had in changing culture. 
In the world of Jesus, the question wasn’t really “Who is my 
neighbor?” but “Will you be a neighbor?” In His world, when you said 
the word “Samaritan” a good Jew spit on the ground. Lots of harm, 
lots of foul. Think of the people you would think have the most reason 
to despise each other - those were the Jews and Samaritans. So
Jesus wasn’t really saying, “Be nice to Becky down the street when 
you both awkwardly end up grabbing your mail at the same time.” He 
wasn’t saying, “Make sure you do a friendly wave when you pass Sue 
and Larry sitting on their porch.” He was saying, “You know the 
person you most despise? Go out of your way to love them well.” It’s 
not necessarily easy or fun. But it is so good. 

Won't you be my neighbor?

In the bible.
Luke 10:25-37 
And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him,  



“What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him 
and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 
He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more 
you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ Which of these three, 
do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 
robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 
said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 

Leviticus 19:17-18 
“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason 
frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. You 
shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your 
own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 
Lord. 

1 John 4:7-13 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9  



1. Who is someone you struggle being a “good neighbor” too? How 
can you begin to love him/her better? 
2. The Samaritan took time to bind up the man’s wounds, transport 
him to an inn, and even stayed until the next day to pay and make 
sure the man was okay. Is loving a priority for you? How can you 
make more time in your schedule to care for people in unexpected 
moments? 
3. How can you be a good neighbor to your actual neighbor, people in 
your life, in your community, and globally? 

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but 
if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete 
in us. 
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given 
us of his Spirit.  

Questions.


